Native Plant Grants for NMSU Graduate and Undergraduate Students 2024
Sponsored by the Las Cruces Chapter of the Native Plant Society of New Mexico 

The Las Cruces Chapter of the Native Plant Society of New Mexico (LCNPSNM) is proud to announce that two grants will be offered to NMSU Students whose projects or research are highly related to the Native Plant Society mission: 

“The Native Plant Society of New Mexico strives to educate the public about native plants by promoting knowledge of plant identification, ecology, and uses; fostering plant conservation and the preservation of natural habitats; supporting botanical research; and encouraging the appropriate use of native plants to conserve water, land, and wildlife. “ (npsnm.org)

The first is the $1000 Carolyn Gressitt and John Freyermuth Grant for a graduate student involved in native plant research and/or field study. This grant is named in honor of two chapter members whose dedication to native plant protection, education, and research have made a significant difference within our region and beyond. Carolyn served as president of the Las Cruces chapter for 10+ years, with John serving as a local botanical expert and state membership chair for several decades. Both led innumerable field trips and programs, enthusiastically supporting all causes related to native plant conservation, education, and research. 

The second is the $500 Grant for undergraduates pursuing botanical education and conservation activities. This grant is intended to facilitate and encourage teams or individuals involved in plant identification, education, and/or conservation activities.

LCNPSNM submittal requirements for this grant are:
1. A one-page letter that includes:
· An explanation of why you should receive this grant;
· An explicit statement of how your project/research is related to the mission of NPSNM;
· A brief (no more than three sentences), signed endorsement by a faculty advisor (can be submitted on a separate sheet);
· Your name, address, phone number, and email address, and your advisor’s name
and affiliation.
2. Grant winners are expected to introduce themselves to receive funding at the November meeting (2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.), and have a photo taken for the newsletter.
3. Recipients are also required to present their project/research to the LCNPSNM within the year, at or before the following November meeting (2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.).

Applications will be accepted from 15 Sep until 15 Oct. A final decision will be made by 30 Oct and all candidates will be notified after that date. Applications should be submitted by email to the Committee Chair listed below with “LCNPSNM grant application” in the subject line.  Attach your letter (converted to a pdf), including the signed advisor endorsement, to the email.

If you have any questions please contact members of the grant committee:
Joan Woodward, Committee Chair jhirschman@cpp.edu
Amy Noll amynoll@gmail.com
Linda Brotman-Evans brotman2@gmail.com
Jenny Lockwood jelockwo@nmsu.edu
Advisor: Sara Fuentes-Soriano sfuensor@nmsu.edu

EVALUATION CRITERIA
Successful proposals will be granted based upon how well the grant will help the student:
· Acquire knowledge of native plant identification, ecology, and/or uses;
· Understand and/or foster plant conservation and habitat preservation;
· Accomplish botanical research;
· Understand and/or demonstrate appropriate, applied uses of native plants;
· Achieve their native plant-related goal, which they might not be able to reach without the grant.
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