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Wild Floruen Season Begins:
Irene Mitchell

Far people wander the qoods in April, yet even in the northenrpart of the state, f,his rcnth |ggins the wildflorer seulsn. On the
mesas and ia the canyons arqmd the Ios Alams aJFea, three penennial
f1orers are especiarly ahrndant during tbe rrcnth of April.

lhe earliest of the three is vareri.ana arizonica, the Ariana
valerian, vfuich often b€ins to blffi rk
Iate ltarch and can be fotrnd in bloan as
late as early July. V. ari-anica is a
lopgrocring plant, itffidEes
usua-Ily hngging the ground,_ and forrn-
ing a s56retrical chqr in farrcred
places. It ha^s trrc kinds of leaves,
the brcad, shiny basal ones and sto
leaves that are lobed and snefld:at
ressable watercress. You'11 find
V. ari-anica in the plne duff irr Pon-
@ uouglas fir uoods, Fnd
especially on steep-sided sbaded
canryons. 16 aaapts beautifully to
garden cuLture. At this tirne of year,
it beaxs six to eight tall clusters
(cfm) of tiny pale pink delicate-
appearfug flcmers. Nerp [lexico has
other valerians, but this is, in my
opi.nion, the npst attractive.

Appearing frcrn about the second
uieeh of April on a.re the other tuD
epring florers: Rrlsatilla patens
and lbwnsendia e)Gcapa.

@isconronlycall e it
bloqns a.mrnd Ea,sten tlne eactr year.
Until it blocms it is haJd to see as
the fuzy hrds tend to hide amcng the
native grtsses. Ilre ufuole plant is
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Valeriana axiz,niea"
Arizr;lna valerian



quite hairT, a fact wldch protects it frcm
cold and predators. l.eaves are finely
dlssected and tend to stay sndat folded
r:ntil the plant blocrre, aften wtrich both the
leaves and sto tend to grow lar€er- P.
patens is a rnuch-beloved flouer becatrse it
Ten?F-to defy or.rr mi-serable April upather-
It is scrretimes li"sbed a.s Ansrpne
pulsatilla.-----Ibugh the blocrns resable large,
Iavenden crocuses, P. patens is a msdber
of the Ranunculaceae or Buttenct4r family-
Ilre colored part of the flower consists
of sepals, not petals. And, contra-ry
to ccnrpn thought, this plant is a penennial
with a fibmr,s root systo, not a buJ.b or
@nn. It does not grcw easily frqn seed
or transplant. You'II find it on the north
slopes of nesa^s and less-steep canyon
sj-des, usually under Fonderosa pi:res.

lbvnsendia etcscapa is a "lcelly florer",
tor@ tco i-nches in
height, but rnay form chqls six inctres
acnoss.
conpared

Rrlsatilla patens, or
Anone pulsatilla
Pasque flourer

Ttre flower, wttich looks like a wtrite daisy, is large
to the gtrole plant and may be as nmch as 1+ incbes acrross.

Leaves are quite linear,
rrytrich rnakes the plant
hard to see as it
nestles in the ground
@ver of pi-ne needles
or dried grass. It,too,
has a courDn luilte
appropriate to the
season: Easten dai-sy.
A msnber of the family
Ccrposita.e, T.e><scEra
can be seen on both
mesa tops and canyon
bottcns.

Tbwnsendia o<scgpa
.ll--__-

.uil^ster darsy
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Nqls and Notes

If you have a special place in mind for a field trip this sunner and
fall, please call Betty lt{illigan (Sts3-4clo) the NPfi field trip
coordinator.

Afuinistrative HeIp Needed
tre tps of areas to keep the mctri-nes rclling.
If you bave an inclination to get rnre involved in the rrcrkings of
the Society-in publicity, memlcership, organi-ing a slide collection,
rmiling the nensletten. program planni-ng-{r any other area, please
contact the hrdorffs(988-1s2o) or t{elissa Savage (g$-ur3). Ttrere
aJ.\e e rany things we cotrld do with a little rpre help.

Booklets for SaIe
A ns booklet, Native Prants f9r randfcapine in southern New Meodco,
will be availab booklet
is the muthenr counterpart of the previously priated Native Plants
for Iandscanine in lbrthelrr Nes Mercico (s0f). Both booEts a;e-

, n ti, Mexico 8Z5Ol.

La.s Chrces
Uffiive Plant Society fncm ttrmrghout the state are
invited to rqc Cruces on Saturday, April lsth,for their cba;rtenf s
Plant Sa1e. Ttre sale wi-ll be held at the Fatrer's }hrlaet vdrich begins
at 7 a.m. and continues throtrgh the day until all plants axe gone.
H61p to fi-nd the Fa.rmer's lifarket: fbqn Eigtnray 25, take the las Crtrees
west tu:cnoff onto Main Street. Follour l{ain Street 2-3 miles into town
to the nafly rodeled ttall-Shopping center. TTre sale will be in
the center bt the Malt. Tuln left off ttain Street onto ras Crtrces St.
to find a large, unpaved parking aJ.@. Fotlowing the sale, NPS people
arne invlted to Caxol Dineff 's lune at 906 Iilna for a potluck supper.
Aften Supper, Caxol wlU shole slides of native plants. lbere are
carping facilities 2O miles fncm Ia.s Crrrces in the Orgpn Nfo1g1f,ains;

a1rd., of @urse, nunelpus rmtels are available. Tbere ls llmited
canping space at Ca"rcI's bouse as well. Caxol's tlcme phone is
52Fr906.
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Santa Fe
April: Everyone head for Ias Crrrces on April 15th:
May: Or Wednesday, May Vl, Henr;ry Carey of the Jobn Lluir Institute
will seeak on forest eology. r I I

- d.cln
grewa b
lootr l;!s-.

Oorydalis aureaffi
This plant wi]-l be available at the
Ta.s Onrces plant sale, April lsth.
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IIEET ONE OF
THE NATIVES

BLUEGRAMA
"Trte Qtrcnol tta Pfuic"

A fineh.aved greyglsen, ln,
Srotrring grass wlth mrncnrs

E €dh€.dsllccurb0a$.
Awarmtcasongnsc

Irfokctlrcboely.gelr.frd'9
@'EttDEgt'llrro't-

&da6aWtoJyan
wtn,nlndry-

Netfuc grascr nccd unfcr onlyr unfil
estab!$:d" Thcreafter, th.r, slll bst 'dll tlrc

rEt b. !9" orr p'rc$trttoo.loa-
"Hone ur tle Ronge" &ar4 I\HDG Gmsrca

l|D-ogrlsllXDq-lL
GBASSTAND NEgOUBCEII

lndE Old Rilhray Yard
Santr Fc, N.U. E7501 %E4l7l7

Santa Fe P1ant SaIe
orMa@51mthe
nandall Dvery Botanic Ca^nden Benefit
Native Plant Sale will be held at
the Institute of Arnenican Indian
Ar:ts on Cerrillos Boad. For sile
\rill be native trees,'shr1lbs, wild
flowens, bedding plants, bybria
tea noses, exotic landscaping
plants, orctrids, eaotj-, su@u-
Ients, and various gardening
publications. Volunteens are
needed to transport plants to the
sale, distrihrte lnsters,,t'ake [Dney -

'frm sales, and clean up after ,

the sale. Anyone interested please
call-Jan Bond at 983-6886.
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Lesquenella gprdonii
Bladderpod

IIre lftrstaxd IEnIU
.

Bnassicaceae (Guciferae)

ltiis rnstty henbaceous
fanily is rmking a spring
sntn:ing in areas of New
l{exico. Tlre narne crtrcifer
nnalrs "bearing a crossrr
wtrich refens to the floner
urtth its 4 petals forrni-ne ,

a cross. The petals a:re
distinct and there are 4

- sepals, 6 stamens (4 long
and short) and a sirgle
pistil wtrich matures into a'
dry capsule with 2
chanbers , the outer walls
of urlxich fal1 off at

maturity. Ihis type of fmit is unique to the Brassicaceae
and 1s cailed a silicle or silique.

scrre prantsTE maffie famlliar to everyone are
brceoli, cabbage, cauliflouer, bnrssel sprouts, collards,
and kohlrzbi, all of urtrich are fotrs of Brassica oleracea.

TIre bladderpods, Lesquenella spp. arffi
earliest of spring florers in tbe deserb. Ttre ccmrpn ruune
nefers to the spherical fruit. Beadpod is anothen ccnnpn
name. Iesquerella gordonil j-s a lopgrowing, prostrate annual
vfuich can @crrr i-n extensive patches belor 4,0OO feet.
Irsquerella i.ntetmedla is a scrnwhat taller, yellourflorering
penennial bfadderpod ufuich occlrns fncm 5,500 6 7,2OO feet.
Ttre blocms scmetirrres fade to a reddish color. Alm bloanins
nocr is the white-florenirg spectaclepod Dithrea wislizenii.
This species blorc fm Febnra"ry to Octoben and grcws at.
elevations above 1,O0O feet. The fnrit, or sillcle, resqnbles
a tiny pair of spectacles, hence the cmrcn name.

Both bladdetryod and spectaclepod are nos, bloqning along
the higbmy to Tq.s frrrces. You'Il cerbainly see thsn near
Ta.s Cbrrces if you drive to the Plant Sale on April 15th.
See Nm and tdotes for details.



l{arch Conifens

A svrq.U group attended the conifer identification vorksbop on
lfanch zftrd. Ttre informal uorkshop atnosphene stirrulated sociali-
zinr . betreen participants as each'fabeled his sarples of 12
conifer species.

After constmcting a sirnple key to distinguish the plants
frun each other, participants listeued to Roger Petenmn di-scuss
the con+bearing plants i-n general. He also pointed out specific
classification and identification prcblans in southlestem
conifens. For exarqrle, in nsrthern New Mexico, the range of
Pinu.s fl€ldlis overlaps with that of Pinus strobiformis. An
ffi fncm the npuntains am@t fit the
description of either species. Plant ta:roncmists disagree as
to uihether there are trrc pine species or really iust sas f,haf, hes
variable forms.

Tlrere wilt be rcre plant identification vorksbops held,
with qhasis on keying. llrese @y be schedrled in coqjunction
\rith sumpr field trips.

brrection, for the la.st newsletten:
Alnlogies to Sterren hack
(not Breck) vfuo gave the taLk on
cacti at the January NPS rneetitg. '
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Glassified Ads

Aq]A TRIA NI]RSW
gpecia-li-ing i:n penennials
and native plants.

Philip and Bob Penni-ngton
I4O9 Agua-ftia
Santa Fe, New Mexico 875OI
Plione: . (5O5) 983-483r

BEAR iUJNTAIN qlEST RANCII

Guided wildflocer tour5-

Fred and tfyra McOomick
Silven City, N.M. 88061
Pbone: (5O5) 538-2538

PIA}IIS OF TIIE Sq'IIIWEST
Specialists in native trees,
shrubs and wildflourcrs.

Ilavid Deardorff
Ptpne: (505) 988-I52O Santa Fe

Grrt-leaf nrcuntai.n mahogany,
fennlru,sh, apache plune, serreral
Penstsmn species now available


