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CALENDAR
ALBI]QTJRQUE

ltre Albuguerque Chrapter has changed its meeting place to the Albuguergue
C,arden Center, 10120 Lonas Blvd. NE and the meeting day to the first Thrursday of
the rnonth. Tinre witl usually be 7:30 P. M. Ttre Albuguerque Chrapter is now
charging a yearly rnernbership fee of $2.00 to cover our rnailing costs and the fee
charged by the Garden Center.

Decenrber 6, Ttrursday 6:30 P. M. Potluck at the C,arden Center. Speaker:
JUDITH PHILLIPS. She wiII shcnir slides of nenbers gardens.

January 3, Thursday 7:30 P. M Tlo be announced.

February 7, TLn:rsday, 7:30 P. M. kogram on propagation to be presented by
PIANIS OF TT{E SCI-]THWEST NIJRSERY.

GIIA

January 24, Ttrursday, at 7:00 P.14. TLre Carter House (10I Xorth Cooper St.)
BOB O'KEEFE will conduct a pruning raiorkshop.

February 28, Ttrursday, at 7:00 P. M. The Carter House. MARIAI{ ZUV1IERMAN

will present a slide show on "Flowers of other Countries".

OTRO

January 27, Sunday , 7 200 P. M. JOHN SIIOCKRT will show slides of Yellow-
stone l{ational Park and the llorthern Plains. Ftqn the highway, turn east
on Higuera (Old Mescalero Road) in Tularosa, go three blocks to the corner
of First and Higuera. We will be.at Tul-arosa Elenentary Schgol cafeteria.

February 23, Saturdayr 9:00 A. M. Field Ttip PAUL CORDON will take us to
Black l4ountain to the cone where the lava beds began. Meet at the

intersection at Carrizozo and the srnall store, NE corner. Wear high top
shoes if you have thern and bring a lunch.

SAIVTA FE

Decenrber 8, Saturday. 12:00 noon winter walk annd potluck at a rnernber's
hqne. Please call Mimi Hubby (983-1658) for directions and meal plans.

January l-6, lrlednesday, 7:30 P. M. St. John's CoIIege Tab Building Rm. 122
LIMA WIm{m, a tutor at St. John's College and specialist in entqnolog!'
wil-I talk on "I.Iontoxic ltlethods of Controlling Plant Pests".

February 20, Wednesday, 7:30 P. M. St John's College Lab Bldg. Rm 122
CAROLYN DODSON will talk and show slides of "lrlative Wildflowers and
Beneficial Insects.



I{OIES

The next Newsletter will be back on
schedule and will cqne out March first
so rnaterial shoutd be in by March 13'
Send it to the new editor: Tim
IvlcKinmie, 5220 Violet Walr Las Cruces
88001. His phone is 526-2374 at hqre
and 646-617I at raprk. He will be working
with Rick Castetter who wiII be able to
produce the Newsletter on his cornputer
lnd give us a much more professional
product. Many thanks to both of thern
ior volunteering to take over this job'

My thanks to I'{imi HubbY whto

been of enolllous helP in getting
last Newsletter and this one out.

Thre Wildflower Poster is alnPst
ready but will not be shipped frcrn the
printer until the Iast week of l{overnber'
w. witl have them to each chapter the
first week in Decenrber- CaII your
chapter cqnnittee nrembr to get yours if
you do not have another meeting after
Lfrey arrive. Bev Grady 275-0798 Alb'

' Bob Reeves 523-1806 L'C'
Anita l'lorton 538-3455 S.C'
Jean Dodd 434-3041 Alamg'
Carol Beckett 585-4434 TU

Ann l"Iehaf t'Y 983-3784 S'F
Lisa Johnston 748-l-046 Art'

You can also order them frqn Lisa at
1802 West Grand,Artesi-a 88210 for $2'50
rnailing cost in addition to.the nember
price of $8.00 per trnster. We hope that
Lr"ty member will buy at least one and
snow and sell them to your neighbors and
friends and doctors, dentists,
restaurants etc. that you patronize' Ihe
conrnittee nternbers will take them to
'stores' museums etc. ' but we will do a
lot better selling them directly to
people rather than through retailers'
Ttre Native Plant Society will be able to
accomplish much nPre with a full
treasury.

How about Albuquerque and Santa Fe

getti-ng together to put on the nexE

it.t. meetinge WiIl Albuquerque appoint
a person to work with santa Fe? calt
Mimi HubbY at 983-1658'

We ntay soon have a new chaPter in
Carlsbadl See Lisa's article about the
Texas Madrone. Welcone to Jerred Howard

6Il l{,orth 4th Street Carlsbad 88220 vvtto

will be a contact for the nuclear group'

Kudos to Bob O'Keefe wtro has alnpst
single-handedly naintained the native
plant landscaping at the Silver City
Museum!

l4enrber Connie Green has moved to
lbntana and offers to send l4ontana
Wildflower seeds if anyone is
interested. Telephone (406) 273-0128 or
r^rrite 4016 l€o Hansen Rd. , Florence
l4ontana 59833.

A new rnagazine is being launched
that will be of interest to rnany of you-
It will be called Rockv lt4ountain
Gardener and the first issue will be
ffii$-le at news and nagazine outlets
about the first of Decenrber. It will be
a consuner oriented guarterly nragazine
and the first issue will contain a
tribute to C'eorge KeIIy, father of Rocky
l{ountain Horticulture; Decorating on the
WiId Side and P1ants Under the Snow,
arrpng other articles. Iook for it!

An i-nteresting new book Bulterflv
Gardeninq - Creatinq Sr:nmer l4agic
fr lrogl c"td." i" just out.Published by
tfre Sierra CIub, it is $18.95 in soft
cover. An article in Ameri-can
Horticulturalist MaY 1989 , warns

@ have butterflies they
must also feed and house the
caterpillars that are the larval stage
of the butterflies and not be upset when
the larva feed on food crops that they
are growing for thenrselves- Parsley and
dill are caterPillar favorites-

In addition to the book, the Xerces
Society also has put out a videotape
with stunning close-ups of l4onarch
Butterflies in the lvlexico Sanctuary in
VHS format. Available frcrn the Xerces
Society, I0 Southroest Ash Street,
Portland, Oregon 97204 for $18.95 pJ-us

$1.75 shipping and handling-

Ttre Colwnbine, Publication of the
NatioiET coG-oft-f State Garden clubs,
retrrcrts on the activities of several
states that are actively raorking to get
wildflowers Ptanted along their
highways. I hope. that rae can also get
involved in this.

has
the

EIIen Wilde



* * * * * * * * *Pf eSident t S l"IeSSagg* :t * :k :k * :t :f * * * *

Thre l{ative Plant Society of New
l"lexico is beginning .its sixteenth year,
and presently r,ve have approxlnately 350
nembers statewide. A new chapter is
being formed in Carlsbad and there
continues to be a great interest in
native plants and need for inforrnation
about them.

Ttre recent state meeting was a
tremendous success and at the same time
a bit disappointing. The mernbership of
the Otero Chapter did a superb job in
planning and organizing the meeting.
Reread the article in the last
newsletter to see vhat you missed. The
disappointing thing was that relatively
few people, other than mernbers of Otero
Chapter, were there. I encourage
everyone to becorne more actively
involved in the state organi-zation and
the local chapters. May the NPS-
NM continue to growl

After several terms as president'
Lisa Johnston, because of other
cqrrnitments, could no longer serve in
that capacity, but is willing to
continue the big job of running the book
sales. We thank you, Lisa for Srast and
present service.

Welcqne to new membrs of the
Board, Lucille Wilson, Melanie Florence
and Becky Snith and the new Newsl-etter
editors Tim l"lcKinmie and Rick Castetter.
We look forward to r,vorking together with
you for a better Society. AfI mernbers,
please give your suggestions to your
board representatives for ways to
improve the Society or new projects that
you think the Society rnight becorne
involved in.

Bob Reeves
*** * * * **** * * ****** *** * *** * **** **** * * ** **
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TD(AS MADRONES IN CARTSBAD

Lisa Johnston

Ttre Rotary Cl-ub of Carf"n a has
instituted a project to plant the Texas
Madrone Arbutus texana as a landscape
tree in car-tsnaa.

Texas Madrone is a multi-trunked
tree with reddish-brown ba-rk that shreds
or exfoliates to reveal a cream-colored
interior. Evergreen leaves are bright
green and the bl-ossqns are clusters of
snalI urn-Iike flor,vers. Ttre
creamy-whrite to pink flowers bloqn early
in the spring. In the fall, the Madrone
fruit is bright red with a slightly
bumpy texture. This Madrone occurs in
New l4exico in the Guadalupe l4ountains
near Carlsbad and in Hidalgo County.
Arizona Madrone also grows in Hidalgo
County and is distinguished frqn the
Tbxas Madrone by pointed leaves which
are smooth on both sides vfiile Texas'
are fuzzy on the underside and rounded
ovals.

Rotary mernbrs sold snall container
trees to honeowners and wil-l assist with
the planting. On ldovernber lOth, the
trees were delivered to Carlsbad frqn
Gunsight l4ountain Ranch and ltursery of
San Antonio, Texas. Dorothy Mattiza,
o\^rner of the nursery and current state
president of the Texas Native Plant
Society, h/as the guest speaker that
evening at a dinner honoring her and the
Madrones. Ttre road to growing It4adrones
is long and very labor intensive, but
for Dorothy, it is a l-abor of love. A11
the trees will- be nonitored to track
their growth and survival.

As a result of this project, the
Carlsbad Madrone Society was formed to
prorncte the Madrones. Onganizers also
hope to branch out to include other
native plants and plan to becqne a
chapter of the Native_Plant Society of

7

nad"one AYbut'/s texana

New l'lexico.



LITILE-KI\rcIN SI'IRURS

by Bob Pennington

TVno of my favorite native shrubs
are seldqn planted because they are
unknoqm to the najority of gardeners and
the horticultural- industry. Both are
easy to propagate and should be in every
native plant vendorts "showroc,fil".

Jamesia-,-rossrL,
amer.l_cana is a living

its l-eaves having left impressions in
volcanic ash of the freede Oligocene
Formation of Colorado's Creede Valley.
"Waxflower" or "Cliffbush" are fltore
conmon names for it. It can grow to two
meters or alrnost seven feet tall and is
characterized by peeling cinnamon-brown
bark and heavily veined, velvety bright
green leaves with Srale reverse. In the
Iate spring it has clusters of white to
paie pink, lightly-scented flowers that
later are replaced by tlpical voody,
unsS:ectacular fruits. It is of the
Saxifrage Fanily, along with
Fendlerbush, l"lock-orange and Currants.

Perhaps Jamesia's most spectacular
season is fall when its felty leaves
turn various shades of rose, pink and
finally dark, dusky red.

It is found on rocky cliffs,
usually near streams, frorn V^Iyorning down
the eastern slope of the Ftont Range in
Colorado, on both sldes of the Sangre de
Cristo It4ountai-ns in New I'lexico and in
odd and wideJ-y scattered spots in Utah,
Arizona and on the eastern base of the
Sierra Nevada.

Janresia is easy to grow frqn seed
and its growth rate is fairly rapid with
irrigation and requi-res only minilnal
feeding and watering in the landscal:e to
be sp,ectacular. If it is not in the
inventory of nrost native plant vendors,
it's because we haven't been asked for
ir.

Peraphvllum rancsissimum or "Squaw
eppfe" ougfrt to be grown just because of
its wonderful sounding name, but it is
also a truly beautiful shrub-

Its tatin nafile tells much about
"Squaw gpple"; pera (very) plus phyllum'
(Ieafy), referring to its heavilY
clustered leaves, and ranp (branched)
plus sissimum (most). Indeed, this
littte known shrub is aPtlY named.

Peraphylh.un is a nrember of the Rose'
Farnily and produces lovely vfrite to pink
bloqns in April or May amid bright green
new foliage. Its flor.ers appear singly
or in clusters of tr'"o or three, are
about the size of dimes and resernble
apple or single Rose blocnrs. Ttre fl-ower
is followed by little "apples" about the
size of cranberries, wLrich are usually
yellow early in the season and later
take on a red-brov,n cast. Ttre fruit is
"bittersissimum" or very, very bitter.
Reportedly it has had sorne use bY
Indians, but it is too bitter for mY

taste.

Ttre Sqaw APPIe grows to three and a
half to five feet tall typically and is
extrernely dense. Its leaves are dark
green and much longer than broad. It
rnakes a great natural hedge that is
nearly impenetrable.

Its natural range is the drY hills
at around 5000 to 7000 feet in the Four
Corners country. D<cellent specimens
can be f,cund in the Devil's Canyon
Camp,Eround between l4onticello and
Blandi-ng, Utah, off Highway 191.

Peraphyllwn grov/s easily frqn seed
and requires only a few Years of
cultivation to take on its
characteristic heavily branched habit.

Editor's note: Bob and his familY
travel widely in the west to find and
bring us new plants for our gardens and
landscapes. One that I got frorn him
several years ago that I am especially
'fond of is Arnelanchier al-nifolia. It
iscannontlr%Fail*askatoon
Serviceberry. Its florruers are guite
earIy, before the leaves, and not very
sholqg, but it has a nice shaPe. Ihe
leaves are much l-ike those of the Al-der
tree, Iarge ovals with serrated edges-
!,lfrat really delights rne about it is the
fruits which resenrble blueberries and
are just as delicious, and then the fall
color which is very bright and long-
lasting. It has never had any pests or
diseases and I intend to plant several
rnore of thern. (Be sure to have several
of aI1 three of these readY for me to
buy in late Februarlz , Bob. Ttre ground
is usually thawed in Santa Fe then and I
consider it the best time for shrub
planting).
Bob and his family are the founders and
owner-operators of Agua Ftia Nursery.
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CENTER FOR PLANT CONSERVATION

A major organization with which the
Native Plant Society is in contact and
which all our members should know about 'is
the Center for Plant Conservation. Th'is 'is
a private nonprofit organization dedicated
to conserving rare and endangered plants of
the Unjted States through cult'ivation and
research. The Center's network of 21
botanical gardens and arboreta is
coord'inated by the National 0ffice in
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts. Its
participating institut'ions are:

Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Univ., MA

The Berry Botanic Garden, 0R
Bok Tower Gardens, FL
Un'iv. of California Botanical Garden, CA

Uenver Botanic Gardens, C0
Desert Botanical Garden, AZ
Fairchi ld Tropical Garden, FL
The Arboretum of Flagstaff, AZ
Garden in the Woods. MA

The Holden Arboretum, 0H

Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens. TX

Missouri Botanical Garden. M0

National Tropical Botanical Garden, HI
The Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, NE

The New York Botanical Garden, NY

The North Carolina Botanical Garden. NC

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, CA

Red Butte Gardens and Arboretum, UT
State Arboretum of Utah. UT

San Anton'io Botanical Gardens, TX

Waimea Arboretum and Botanical Garden, HI

An example of a recent institution to
become a member is the Mercer Arboretum and
Botanic Gardens, located 20 miles north of
downtown Houston. It encompasses 214 acres
of East Texas Pineywoods. Originally a
private homestead, 14 acres of the land was
sold to the county in 1974 for operation as
a nature park until the early 1980's, when
200 acres were added and plans for a new
botanic garden were made. The facility was
dedicated'in October, 1986.

Today, Mercer features 13 different
garden themes located.throughout a majestic
Sweetgum-0ak-Loblo11y Pine forest. In
addition to the unique plant d'isp1ays,
vis'itors can enjoy f ive mi 1es of trai Is and

a p'icnic area. A large arb.oretum is
presently 'in the planning stage. Mercer's
staff of 20 is employed by the county and
assisted by scores of 1oya1 volunteers.

Since'its inception, Mercer has been
act'ively involved in the study and display
of native plants. 'The director, John
Koros, began planting natives when he
arrived at Mercer almost 14 years ago.
With the addition of botanist Steve Young
in 1985, Mercer began their herbarium and a
research program that includes a survey of
the plants of East Texas. In 1986, Young
began a study of Hymenoxys texana (Texas
bitterweed), a federa'l1y endangered plant
located in a nearby area. With funds frorn
the U. S. Fi sh and t^li ldl i fe Service. a

recovery plan was written and the plant has
been successfully propagated at the garden.

Last May, Mercer began work on a new

endangered plant garden, and this year they
will be growing three plants as part of the
National Collection. "lt is a tremendous
advantage to the CPC program to have the
affiliation of Mercer Arboretum and Botanic
Gardens," says Don Falk, director of the
Center. "This is an outstanding
horticultural and conservat'ion institution,
and they are shapi ng up to be a strong
addition to the program."

(From Plant Conservation, Summer,
1990, publication of the Center for Plant
Conservat'ion, 125 Arborway, Jamaica P1ain,
MA 02130, Tel: 617-524-6988)

PLANTS OF THE SOUTHWEST
505/983-t548

Specializing in Drought Tole.ant Nstive Plants And Setd

Wildflowe.s, Shtubs At d Ti'e"s, Native Grass

Seed, Ancient V"g"tubles, Bookt, Beneficial

Insects, Biological Pest Control

Treat Yourself Tb A Colorful' Low Maintenanr"' And
Wate r Co nse rui n g La nJ sc o p e!

.)30 BACA S.T. SANTA FE. NM 8750I
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ComposiG family) in the Del C.ity area,
feeling that in both cases the BLM was

VIEt^lS FROM'THE SOUTH

A number of people have commented
about this column in the September/0ctober
issue, accusing me of always supporting the
Bureau of Land Managernent. They know me
not. I have been displeased with their
activities in .the 0rgan Mountains, east of
Las Cruces, and initially their lack of
activity on the protection of Lepidospartum
burgessii (gypsum scalebroom inTS'e

hand, the NM Dept. of Agriculture actively
supported the ranchers described in my

September art'icl e.

The Range Improvement Task Force comes
out of New Mex'ico State University in some.

capacity. They too backed the ranchers
referred to in the previous article.
Additionally, I have personally heard one
of their staff specifically advise that no
rancher should ever support the BLM in
attempts to designate special areas for
protection such as ACEC's (Areas of
Critical Envi ronmental Concern), and
another refused to attend a BLM hearing
because a member of the environmental
community was invited. '

I hope that some of you will write to
our Governor and quest'ion the spend'ing of
genera'l tax revenues to support these
narrowr short term interests.

As one who grew up as the son of a

rancher and admittedly an ideal'ist, my

biggest regret is that the ranching
industry is not trying to police its own
and is letting a few bad apples spoil the
whole barrel.

Tom Wootten

EPtD^sPteTa4
Bbe G&ts//

yielding excessively to livestock .interests
and to recreational development, at the
expense of better protection for endangered
species. Example: there is no prohibition
of swimming in the spring fed pond at
Dripping Springs which is virtua'l1y
surrounded by an endangered spec.ies
candidate, and there are p'icnic tables in
an area they intend to manage as an Area of
Critical Environmental Concern. After
almost three fu11 growing seasons, a very
large area herb'icided for range improvement
still looks like a moon scape. I calculate
that the annualized cost of this program
runs about 9 times the annua'l rental fee
based on Cow-Year-Long rates and an
expected beneficial effect of the herbicide
for twenty years. 'trlant more?? You should
hear abcut the proposed expenditures to
create new.watering places for cattle so
that they will spend less time in the area
around the Lepidospartum. I will agree to
the plan because the plant's environment
needs protection, and this seems to be my
only recourse.

Even as I disagree with the BLM, I
find I can generally work with them. Let
me alert you to two other entities you and
I support through our taxes, that
frequently do not work towards some of the
goals I find.so important: the New Mexico
Department-of Agriculture and the Range
Improvement Task Force.

Frankly, I appreciated what the NM

Dept. of Agriculture was doing when they
came to inspect my nursery for disease and
insect problems. I appreciated the help I
rece'i ved . f rom thei r nematol ogi st as I
wrestled with that problem. 0n the other Feu ti!(5 4&.'fffiffi

g

,)l
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CHEM UP!

Ttre foll-orsing is an excert frorn a speech
by the Director of Range l,lanagenrent of
the USFS in Washington to the
Cattlenen's Association as printed in
the Newsletter of the New lbxico Section
of the Society for Range Management. I
thought it r,vould be encouraging to those
who a.re concerned about grazing on
public lands.

"The future of livestock grazing on
public lands is being challenged at each
Ievel of society and goverrunent.

Wfrat can the public land permittee
do? You must r,rcrk to nnke the presence
of livestock grazing ccrnpatible with
other uses, such as wildlife and outdoor
recreation. Your thinking and actions
must be revised to accsnodate the
various public interests in public
lands. You nmst be perceived as
thinking that other interests have the
safire right to public lands as you do.
You and the professional range rnanager
must r,rcrk together to bring all range up
to satisfactory condition.')

Hear! Hear!

Also frorn the sarne publication:
lhe American Society of Plant

Taxonqnists has adopted a resolution
noting that transplanting ra-re plants
to new habitats to overcorne problems
created by land use and developnent is
scientifically unsound and not effective
in the long term.

THE CARTER HOUSE
BeJ & Breaklast lnn o Al'H-Hostel

Lucy and Jinr Nolan

lLll Nrrrth Ooopcr Strecr h
silver (lrtr. NIq 8tJ06l 'avH (i115) 388-5485

CHAPT€R R€PORTs

0tero

The Otero trip to the Chiricahua
Mountains started out very early Friday,
0ctober 12th. As we left the I-10 highway
going toward Rodeo we spotted a yucca
(Yucca elata) in Uloom two d'ifferent times.'
The turpentine bush (tqplepippgl
I ari ci f ol i us ) and deseFl-EroomlBaccharis
saFoTFroille5) were the most specEcuTaF-
shrubs unti I we got on the w'inding, twi sty
roads in the mounta'ins, where the Mountain
mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus) was in'its
full g1ory. In the three days of the trip,
we saw a variety of scenery, from the
rol I i ng hi I I s to the magni fi cent mountai ns ,
to the extraordinary rock sculptures in the
Chiricahua National Monument, back to the
h'ills on the way to the I-10 through Bow'ie.
We saw some javel i nas on that part of the
trip !

Although we saw many, many different
trees, the sycamores (Arizona sycamoret
Pl atanu s qri 9h't'1_i) were especi a1 1y

ir white bark and leaves
rs. Two new species of

beautiful with the
'in thei r f al I col o
pine for us were the Apache pine - Pinus
enqelmanni i (basketmakers col lected-The-
lotg neems) and the Chihuahua pine (P'inus
leiophyl la var chihuahuana). The red bark

pungens) was outstanding. Arizona nndrone
@), with its scaly bark on
the trunk seemed qu'ite d'if ferent f rom what
we have seen in the Guaclalupes. Fall
colors were evident in the Velvet ash
(Fraxinus velutina) w'ith ye11ow leaves,
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus inserta)
with red leaves, and the Arizona cypress
(Cupressus arizon'ica) in bloom sett'ing
staminate cones for next sPring.

One of the most beautiful wildflowers
we saw was the bright red Hummingbird
Trumpet (Zauschneria cal'ifornica, in the
Evening Primrose Family) in the flats on
the road to Bowie. If You were at the
state meet'ing in Alamogordo you saw some in
John Morton's wonderful yard.

One of the pleasures of our 3 daY
trips'is hav'ing peop'le from outs'ide Otero
County jo'in us. This time they were from
Indiana and Arizona - all relatives of our
members.

Jean Dodd



A I buquerque

At our September meeting we were
of f i c'ia1 1y wel comed 'i nto the counci I of
Albuquerque Garden Clubs by their
Chairperson. There was t'ime for Erma P'ilz
and Jean Heflin to autograph and sell us
the'ir delightful little guide: The
Beautiful Beardtongues of New wr6x'Tco. At

. For
the rest of the evening Ted Hodoba showed
us slides of nat'ive plants,'inter-spersed
with comments backed up by his vast
knowledge and experience as to where to
find these plants, how to grow and
propagate them in the garden and, most
importantly, how to enjoy them. A very
profitable evening for us all.

At our October meeting, Carolyn
Dodson, who'teaches a class on New Mexico
wi ldflowers at UNM, gave us a super program
on wi ldf lowers and the'ir insect v'isitors.
She took us on an amazing trip through
evo1ut'ion, starting from early beginn'ings
120 million years ago when 1ow1y beetles
crawled haphazardly over the first flowers,
to today's sophi sti cated 'i nteracti ons
between flowers and insects. Plants
developed many strategies to attract
pollinators: gorgeous colors, guidelines
for the nearsighted, landing platfor;ns for
the heavies, fabulous perfumes for the
discerni ng noses. Bees, butterfl ies and
moths have keen eyes, great mobility, and
some have incredibly long tongues for those
hard to reach spots. And we trust not
forget the hummingb'irds - those darlings of
t,he b'ird wor'ld. Carolyn's talk was
illustrated with a cornucop'ia of some of
the most stunning slides we've ever seen.
A great evening.

Our Nrcvernber neeting featured Jean
Heflin, co-author with krna PiIz of The
Beautiful Beardtgnques'of ldew M.*i"".:-
ffi us on a fivetv j6Enffiouqtr
the enchanted world of "Beardtongues"
or PensterncnS of our state. Pensternons;
are an alnrost exclusive new raorld genus
and reach their greatest diversity righl:
here at our doorstep. AII are easily
recognized as Pensternons, but when it
comes to separating the numerous species
we run into trouble.

As Jean pointed out with the help
of inany slides, individual. species will
vary in color fron pink to purple to wkrite,
they hybridize on occasion and they grow
as tall or as short as they please.

For professional botanists. they are
a hard nut to crack, for us anateurs their
beauty variety and c-olor are a constant
delight.

Walter Graf

(Sand Penstemon, Bush Penstemon, Moth Penstemon)
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LOOK FOR:
l. An alry, man-y branched, shrubby plant
growlng ln sandy, dry open arear.2. Many
dellcate pale to dark plnk bloomg, !ome-
tlmes wtth the tubes appearlng lavender.
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Las Cruces

Thre October field trip participants
left frqn Pan An Center parking lot at
8:15 and drove through Cloudcroft to Bluff
Springs for lunch. Ttrere was a trail
up the hill to explore, the waterfall
was lovely and the aspens were spectacularl

At our neeting october I0, Alice
Anderson presented the program "What is
a Fruit?" There were samples of tdnatoes,
peas, cucumbersr gre€n peppers,
mushroqnsralnonds and avocados - not usually
thought of as fruits. It was pointed
out that a fruit must cqne frorn a flower,
and is a ripened ovary containing seeds,
sonretimes with attached structures. There
are dry fruits (nuts and grains) ild fleshy
fruits which include apples, oranges and
berries (the cucumber is a berry with
a hard skin! ) Ttren there are drupes
(peaches, plurns, apricots, cherries) and
drupelets (blackberries and raspberries).

Thre almond is not a nut but a drupe
and a strar,vberry is not a berry but a
rose and figs are inside out. We then
proceeded to eat the samples vttich'v'iere
delicious and healthful. This was a
fascinating and very infornntive program.

Singlele.af asa

Fraxr nus anomala

Frorinus cuiPidata

GiIa

Our program for Septenrber was "Plants
in Southeastern Arizona by Marian Zinmernnn.
Ttre Zinmemlan's son' Alan, conducted an
intensive study over a ten year period
of one srnal1 species of cactus- This
particular cactus is found only in a very
firni-tea area of extrerne southeastern Arizona'
Marian's slides included other plants
found in this habitat as weII as sqne
exceptional photos of the area wildlife.

Saturdayr October 20th, about a dozen
people participated in the field trip
to Box Canyon, wLrich is a tributary canyon
to the I-owet: Box of the Gila Rivei-- To

reach the bottqn, we went down a steepr
narroht slot in the canyon wall. Once

down, we hiked along the sandy bottorn
and saw cottonwoods, Velvet Ash, Ftaxinus
velutina and Hackberry, Celtis reffiE.
One of-tfre showiest species noted was
the Western Virgin's Bower, Clernatis
drunnrondii, covered wiLh fuzzy seed heads.
efsoE-fnterest were scne petrogllphs
along the canyon walls.
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Sylvie Peale
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for permission to use his r,onderful drawings
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I

second edition, in our newsletter.
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The Native Plant Society maintains a register of

business and professional- people who are nembers and
can supply information and services related to native
plants. To be added to this roster or to request
information, contact Membership Secretary, 443 Live Oak
Loop, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122.



Membership in the Native Plant Society
of New Mexlco 1s open to argrone supporting
our goals. We are dedicated to promoting a
greater appreclation of native plants ald
their environment, and to the preservation
of endangered species.

We al-so encourage the use of suitable
native plants in landscaping to presenve
ihe staters unique character and as a water
conservatlon measure.

Menbers benefit frrrm chapter neetingst
field trips, publications, plant and seed
exchanges and a wide sel-ectlon of books
available at member discounts. Dres are
$8.00 annually for lndividuals or families.
"Frlends of the Societyrr lnclude
organizations, businesses and' individual-s
whose dues of $25.00 or more pnrvide
support for long range goals. To join ust
send your dues to Membership Secretary, M3
Live Oak Loop, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122.
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