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Mormon Tea, Ephedra spp.
By J. Joseph Pearl
excerpted form Southwest lawn and Landscape, October l99l

Upon seeing the legendary Mormon Tea for the first time,
I never thought that it would find is place in lhe commercial or
residential landscape. Ephedra species are interesting rather than
a$ractive. This plant has evolved into a true desert inhabitant"

There are several species that grow in the Ariona desers,
and numerous species that inhabit the Southwest United States.
Ephedra torreyaru and E. nevadensis are two of the most com-
monly seen. E. toneyana can be found growing at elevations of up
to six thousand feet" while E. nevadcnsis is found at a little lower
elevation. They will be seen gtowing along mesa edges, tops of
mesas, in canyons and along hlllsides. These plans
apparently grow in the worst soil conditions known
to mankind. Over 40 species are known !o be
growing on the northern hemisphere and in South
America. All of the known species are found
growing in shrub form. The largest an Ephedra cm
possibly get is six feet, plus or minus a few inches.

Aesthetically , the Ephcdras, in particular E.
torreyarc and E. nevadcnsis are quite erect in appearance and
stiff looking. E. toneyana, sometimes called joint fu, will obtain a
height of up to three and a half feet and spread about fie same.

Although one would lmk at this stick-like plant and think tlnt there
were no leaves present, there are. The tiny leaves are one-rwelfth of
an inch long on E. toneyana. and even smaller on E. neva.densis.
Branching on these shrubs is usually in groups of threes. The
branches appear o be jointed, thus the name joint fn. E. toneyana
has a bluish-green to a yellowish-gleen branch. The older plans
tend to get a bark-like substance growing on them. 11 15 usrmlly
furrowed and cracked-looking.

When it comes to flowering, these are certainly not the

eye-catcher the fairy dusters are. The tiny flowers, ranging in size

from one-twelfth to one third of an inch, are not showy. The color
range of these little flowers is from yellow o a reddish colon.

Again I emfhasize the lack of fre power the plant glves off. The
s€ason for this -specacle-, is April and May. Flowers are found in
the joins of the branches. There are other choices of plans o
select from if one wants color.

Now that I have over-done it on the lack of color and

unatEactiveness, I shall attempt to redeem this plant-It does have

some positive qualities. For starters, it is a true desert dweller, and

has no thorns, a plus for those who may want to use it near pools or
areas where small children may play. For the person who likes to

experiment with different plant material
around thelr home, this is a musl The
key to using this type of plant is to have

a good imagination. There are plenty of
places in the residential landscape to use

the Ephedra species. Grown in full sun.

it is drought lolerant. pe.st-free and
requires virtually no maintenance.
Medicinal use is without a doubt one of

the most interesting aspects of the Epludral Various cultures have

been experimenting with and using it for centuries. The Chinese
may well have been the frst to use iL Shen Mung, ttre father of
Chinese medicine used the Asiatic species, E. minina. as early as

2698 B.C. He used dried roots and stems for coughs, colds,
headaches and fever symptoms. Ephedrine, an alkaloid extract of
E. distachya, is still available in Chinese markets today. The Pimas
used the stern pafls as an anti-luetic, a treatrnent for venereal
disease. The Mescalerm brewed the plant and used it as a treabnent
for eye infections. According o Violet Bunker, the early Mormon
settlers drank the brew as an herbal tea, and would also give it to
children in the springtime [o purify the blood. lvlrs. Bunker also
recalled that a friend drank a gallon of the tea daily to treat a
prostate condition with success. The medicinal values go on and

on. Used as either an interesting addition o the landscape or as a

healing herb, it is certainly worth a try.
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NMSU LIBRARY GOPHER
The library gopher ar NMSU now has internet connections

that may be of interest to native plant enthusiasts. For example, one
can get o the Missouri Botanical Garden gopher and view informa-
tion in the in-progress Flora of North Anuica or the online Gray
He6arium Index from llarvard. Other connections include coop
erative extension gophers around the United States, the National
Agricultural Library Gorpher, and an index o publications from the
New Mexico Cooperative Extension Service. New items and links
are being added o ttrc NMSU library gopher weekly.

Connections to the gopher are as follows:
l. From the internet, telnet to lib.nmsu.edu.
2. From another gopher, choose "all the gopher servers in the world"
and follow the menus !o New Mexico State University library. Yon
could also follow connections !o "library gophers.

3. From a modem dtal&64942 and follow the ments to library.
Once in the gopher follow "resources by subject" !o 'agriculhre".
For assistance ask your local internet experL
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CORRECTION, Irys STATE MEETING DATE
The 1995 NPSNM State meeting in SilverCity will be held August
18-20, not August 25-27 as previously reported in the Newsleuer.

SECOND SOUTHWESTERN RARE AND
ENDANGERED PLANTS CONFERENCE

is conference, first held n 1992 in Santa Fe, will be held Sept.
I l-14, 1995 in Flagsafl Arizona. Persons wishing to present

should have abstracs submiued by April l. Papers strould
under the following categories: Survey and Impact Assessment,

Population Biology, Demographic Surdies, Reprodrction, Seed

Biology, Distribution, Genetics and Systanatics, Monitoring,
Recovery Studies, c Strategies for Protection in an Ecosystem

xt. To submit absracb or for further information contrt
ldaschinski, The Arboretum at Flagstaff

670, Flagstaff, A28ffi2. (ff2)774-l4l

,". x#::'; #:'liHfr,r,*$l#lff'ii#:
7a/..,'li4itit"' year by the Native Plant Soci-

FU#t,4""" ety of New Mexico. The Society is We encoqage the use of suitable native plants in
ii:r'- composedofprofessionalandamateurbota- landscaping to preserve the state's rmique char-
nisa and others with an interest in the flora of acter and as a wat€f, conservation measure.

New Mexico.
Articles from the Newsletter may be re,p,rinted if We maintain a register of business and profes-
fullycitedtoau0rorsrdatuibutedtotheNewsler sional people who re members and can supply
tEt. information and sewices related o nuive plants.

To be added !o this roster c to request informa-
Membenhip in the Native Plant Society of New tion, contact the Membership Secretary.

Mexico is open to anyone supporting our goals.

We re dedicated to promoting a greater appre- Adverdslng Schedule
ciation of native plan6 and their environment, Approved advertisements will cost $40 per year.

ard to the preservuion of erdangered species.
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Views from the South (one member's optnton)

by Tom Wootten
Probably this column should not be especially personal, but my wife and I had a really ditlerent, enlightening and fun experi-
ence this past weekend. We journeyed to Douglas, Arizona and attended a workshop sponsored by Arizona Game and Fish
Department. They are seeking volunteers and "PAWS',("Preserve fuizona Wolves" an organization dedicated to retuming the
Mexican Wolf to some part of its historicalrange in Arizona). Arizona Game and Fish apparently has an active votunteer
program, and in this instarrce, they train interested people in the lechnique of surveying for wolves, using human vocalizations
and recording any responses to the "howls". We lhoroughly enjoyed meeting some new friends, leaming npre about one ol
our ecosystem's missing members, and actually going out in lhe boondocks at night, howling, and recording responses. Our
expectations were that no one would hear a wolf , and our expectations were met. lt was fun to hear and record responses
from coyotes, as well as gain some practice in techniques. lf a similar program is sponsored by NM Game and Fish or US
Fish and Wildlife Service, I encourage all interested folks to get involved. Eleanor and I found it to be a b(7 event lor us.

What does this have to do with New Mexico native plants ? Very little I suppose, but I ahrays have figured that there
should be a place for predators ( other than humans) in our ecosyslems, and we should set a goal to keep all we can. Call it
self control, improving ecosystems or as you will. I want to see all critters as long as there is "home on the range" for them and
we have an obligation to see that a home is lett lorthem. Oh whal a callfor npre true wilderness areas.

While en route to and lrom Douglas we did see large patches of Lehman's lovegrass, an African native grass, which
has been seeded along highways as part of a mix, both in Arizona and New Mexico. This grass is extremely aggressive and.
often out competes our native grasses for space. I have not seen much really aggressive spreading in New Mexico, hrt in
parts ol Arizona monoqrltures of Lehman's lovegrass have developed, at the expense of native grasses. ln sone parts of
Arizona this exotic was seeded tor livestock leed, and I guess it is acceptable for that purpose. On the other hand, il appar-
ently is not so beneficial as far as our wildlife is concemed. Buenos Aires National Wildlile Refuge, in Arizona, is actively trying
to eliminate this grass lrom within the refuge. Apparently the seed of this grass is so small it is of little value as lar as bird and
rodent feed is concerned. I understand some recent studies indicate that the monoculture areas are essentially devoid of
some of our very necessary little creatures like ant and termites. My goodness, with allthe cow manure around now, lwould
hate to see what it willbe like without termites to break down the chips.

I am not sure il New Mexico Highway Department still uses Lehman's bve grass in any of its mixes. I have asked that
other grass seeds be used. Certainly any attempt by a Federal agency to reseed with this grass should be prohibited and any
reseeding on private land should be discouraged.

Colorado Native Plant Society devetops new prosram
"Life in an Aspen Grove" is the title of a new educational

progpm offered by the Colorado Native Plant Society. Available on
videotape or slide/cassette, the program covers the complex ecosystem
of the Aspen grove. It consists of 80 slides or 27 minute video or
cassette. For further information contact the Colorado NPS, POB 20,
Fort Collins, CO 80522-0200.

National Wildflower Research Center opens new

Wildflower Center. The center, located in Austin, will provide
information and research about native plans as well as meeting
facilities. It will open April 8. For further information conlact tre
center at 2600 FM 973 North, Austin 787254201 or call (512)292-
42cp.

BEAR MOUNTAIN
GUEST RANCH

Silver City, New Mexico 88(b2

GUIDED WITDFTOWER TOURS
Soulhweslem New Mexlco
Deserl, MeloE, Mounlolnr

P.O. Box | 163 NPS (505) 538-2538

1996 NPSNM Annual Meeting
Mark your calendars!! The 1996 NPS-NM annual meeting

will be held Ocober 17-20 1996 in El Paso, TX. This will be apint
nsrlrral meeting with the NPS of fi. The Flora of the Chihuahuan '

Desert (including gardening with these plants) will be the focus of 
,

the meeting. Activities will include a full ddy of speakers, field
trips, a banquet, plus the usual opportunities to see old friends and :

makenewones! I
NPS-TX is doing the lion's share of the planning: this will

be their 7th or 8th meeting featuring a different area. How can vou'
get involved? Contact the NPS-NM planning committee: Wynn
Anderson, Jean Dodd or Lisa Johnston. Several mailings will be
sent out over the next year. If you're interested in being a speaker
(or know someone who might be), please let us know! ! We will
also need people to work the book sales booth, and assist with i
registration, field trips, etc. But most of all, plan to attend!

l9!b also marks the 20th anniversary of NPS-NM.IT'S
GONNABEGREAT! ! ! !

BERNARDO BEACH NATIVE PTANT FARM
DESIGN & CONSUTTATION

DROUGHT TOTERANT & NATIVE
LANDSCAPE ORNAMENTATS

520 MONnfrO NW, Albuquerque

Mon-Sof 9-5 505-345-6248
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CALENDAR

Jan. 14. 2:00 pm. Sierra School. "Noxious Weed Bill, 1995
legislahue"; speakers Richard l-ee, Coop. Extension Weed
scientist, NM Rep. Bill Porter, and landowner John Conno.

Feb. 10. 5:30 p.m. Potluck at Hendzels, 58 Rodeo Drive. Slides of
Mexico by C. Pase and of Esonia by H. Osterreich.

Jan. 18. 7:30 pm. Rm 122 Evens Science Bldg. St. Johns College.
"How badly do you want it? Thumbnail Guides !o Garden
Phoography." by Charles ldann.

Feb. 15. 7:30 Evens Science Bldg. "Goldenrods Made Easy" by
Chick Keller.

Jan. 19. Joint meeting with S ierra Club and Audubon to meet the S.W.
Regional Forester, Chip Cartwright, and discuss policies and
plans for ecosystem managemenl 7:30 NMSU Science
Ilall.

Feb. 12. Highway trash pickup. Meet at St. James Church at I I am.

We'll carpml from there to our si0e on S. main.

AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
ItlO9 Agua Frti

Santa Fe, I{err Mexbo
87sOr

50s.9fxl4tBl

Spectaltztng br nathrc plants
and pcrcnntals

CHAPTER REPORTS

no[rhftG;*..I;n

In Ocober our speaker was Robert Dewiu Ivey, auttor of
Flowering Plants of New Mexico. He gave instruction on grass

anatomy and showed many slides from his grasslands collection.
His presentation included dry land grasslands, such as prairies,
moun0ain meadows, arctic and alpine nrndras, and desert grassland.

Also shown were wet gnsslands or malshes, including salt marshes

of Florida and Arctic cmst of Canada, mountain lake edges and the

Rio Grande flmdplain. He also led a field trip on the following
Saurday to the Elena Gallegos open space in the Sandia foothills.

In November Ross Coleman of Hydra Corporation made a

presentation on"iConstmcted Wetlands". He showed a constructed
wetland for his own residential use in the East Mountain area. It is
based on the natural prGesses that occur in marshes, ponds and

wetlands. Black water from a septic tank is piped into a lined

N WaterWise
[-andscapes, Inc.

Drorght Tolerant Perennials, Herbs, ard Natiws
. Design, Indallation, ard Maintenance

J. Hunter Ten Brcrr,k Albuquerque, N.M' 87107
505-344-7508

gravel bed planted with cauails and reeds and other native plants.

The process removes the pollutans from the water making it
acceptable for irrigation or a pond. Some of the plans near his own
constructed wetland are Lobelia Cudinalis, Yellow Monkey
Flower, Marsh Marigold, Primrose andYerba Mansa.

There are several constructed wetlands in the Albuquerque area,

including one at the Village of Los Ranchos Community Center.

Also, the City of Albuquerque is undertaking a research pro!:ct for
a wetlands. An issue of contention is the amount of water lost
through evaporation.

I
I

Sir-wech: grana
Boutclour

ber bata
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DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?

I. IF YOU ARE DEVELOPING PROPERTY WITH EXISTING NATURAL VEGETATION - CLEAR AS LITTLE OF THE SITE AS
POSSIBLE! It takes time to grow mature plans in this arid climate, so cherish them. Native plants are adapted o this environment and will
help protect your home or business from noise and dust Excessive clearing causes erosion, increases dust during wind sbrms, and provides
perfect habitat for non-native weeds such as Russian Thistle. Orrce you decide what must be cleared, survey the area for plants that could be

dug up and planted into other areas of yorn landscape. Although many natives are difficult o transplant, pinon, cacti, yuccas and succulents

have a good chance of surviving and are worth the effort

2. LANDSCAPEYOURNEWHOMEORBUSINESSWTIHNATIVEPLANTS!Nativeplantscanaddasurprisingarnountofshade,texurre
and color to your landscape. In addition to providing beauty, natives require less fertilizer, pest control, water, and general maintenance. Not
only is this nice for your pocketbook, but it also helps our environment.

NOTE: Plants collected from the wild are often used in landscaping. This is especially true for cacti, yuocas, and other
easily transplanted species. Many local populations of native plans have been decimated by unscrupulsus infividrnls
who steal from public or private land. For this reason, using propagated nursery strock is strongly recommended.
Don't be shy, ask your nursery or landscape company about the source of the plant material. If you do purchase

collected plant material, be sure and look for the New Mexico Department of Agriculure Tag that should be
auached to each plant when you buy it. This is a good indication the plant was aquired legally and is ftee of
disease or pests. If you suspect foul play, don't put yourself in a bad situation - call the nearest New Mexico
Dept. of Agriculture office, Bureau of Land Management office, Forest Service office, ot 

"""n 
n" [ti." '-

Collecting plans to sell without the proper permits is against the law.

CONSERVATIONCORNER

As conservation chair for the state bard, I would like to take
this opportunity, to discuss some issues of interest !o our
Society. Look for this article in yourNaw sleuer from time to
time if you are interested in conservation isssues.

As the population of New Mexico continues to increase, we
see more and more development in ourcommunities through-
out the state. This development has a heavy impact on our
native plant communities and is cause for concem. Many
development prra.ctices require clearcuaing of large tracts of
land. This can have many negative impacts. The article
"Developing your land" (above) is also being distributed as

a flyer from NPSNM. It is an attempt to inform newcomers
to our state (and others) of the importance of saving our native
vegetation. Additionally it covers: 1) the value of using
natives for landscaping; and 2) a warning abut plants ille-
gally collected from the wild. It would also be useful to have
a local address or phone number of where to contact for more
infromation. These leallets could be distributed through
local visitor's centers, chamben of commerce, real estate

offices, developen and builders, etc. For copies of this or
more information, please contact me - Greg lvlagee, P.O. Box
z$U,lAs Cnrces, New Mexico,88m4.

DES E NT F LO NAISCA P ES, I NC

Tctcn Catuctta
Ottct

Nency Pcny
- Hestjcr

Naaha lillliarts
Ir.tUrct

I0S Lindbcrgh
El Peso, Tcxes 79932

L!2!','0't

lvlany thanks to Robert Dewiu Ivey fa permission o
use his wonderful drawings fromFlowering Plants of
No+t Meico, second edition, rnow Nantsletler.

J
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Books for sale by NPSNM istingof Jan. l,lee5

Alpine Wildflowers of the Rocky Nountains (Duft & Mosely, 1989)
Amateur Boany in New Nexico (Schoenwerer,l9&)
Audubon Guide o Wildflowers, Western (Spellenberg, 1979)
Botanical Latin (Stearns, 1983)
Cacti of the Southwest (Earle, 1963)
Crcti of Texas and Neighboring States (Weniger, l99l)
Colorado Flora: Eastem Slope (Weber, 1990) IIB
Colorado Flora Westem Slope (Weber, 1987) HB
Common Edible & Useful Plants of the West (Sweet, 1976)
Common Plans of the Grand Canyon
Desert and Mountain Plants of the Southwest (I-eake, 1993)
Desert Plants: Recipes and Remedies (Shields, 1989)
Desert Accents (AZ Native Plant Society)
Desert Grasses (AZ NativePlant Society)
Desert Ground Cover and Vines (AZ Native Plant Society)
Desert Shrubs (AZ Native Plant Society)
Desert Trees (AZ Native Plant Society)
Desert Wildflowers (Az. Native Plant Society)
**'rBuy the set of six and save! ! !

A Dictionary of Landscape Architecture (Monow, 1987)
Drip Inigation for Every hndscape & All Climates (Kourik, 199)
Edible Native Plans of the Rocky Ma. (Harrington, 1967)
Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie (Kindscher, 1987)
Field Guide !o Rocky Mountain Wildflowers (Craighead, 1974)
Field Guide !o SW & Texas Plans (Niehaus, et al., 1984)
Field Guide !o Texas Trees (Simpson, 1988)
Flora of the Great Plains (Great Plains Flora Assoc., 1986)
Flora of New Mexico - reprint (Wooton & Standley)
Flowering Plans of New Mexico Second Ed. (Ivey, 1986)
Flowers of the Southwest hserts (Dodge & Janish, 1985)
Flowers of the Southwest Mountains (Arnberger & Janish, 1982)
A Full Life in a Small Place (Bowers, 1993)
A Garden of Wildflowen (Art, 1986)
Gathering the Desert (Nabhan, 1985)
Grasses of Southwestern United States (Gould, l95l)
The Great Southwest Naure Fact Book (Tweit, 1993)
How [o Grow Native Plants of Texas & the Southwest (Nokes, 1986)
How oPhotograph Flowers, Plants and kndscapes @ell, 1980)
Indian Uses of Native Plants (Murphey, 1959)
An Illustrated Guide o Arizona Weeds @arker, 1972)
Jewels of the Plains @an, 1983)
Iandscaping for Water Conservation: )GRISCAPE (Denver Water Dept", 1989)
Landscaping for Wildlife (MN Dept. Natlral Resources, 1986)
Landscaping !o Save Water in the Desert (Johnson & llarbison, 1985)

I-andscaping with Native Plants of Texas & Southwest (Miller, l9l)
landscaping with Native Texas Plants: Region by Region (Wasowski, 1988)
landscaping with Wildllowers & Native Plans (Orttn, 1984)

@I.os Remedios (Moore, 1990)
low Water Use Plants for California and the Southwest (Schuler, 1993)
Managernent of SW Desert Soils (Fuller, 1975)
Medicinal Plants of Deserts & Canyons (Moore, 1989)
Medicinal Plants of the Mountain West (Moore,1979)
Mexican Roadside Flora (Mason & Iv1ason, 1987)
Mosses: Utah and the West @owers, 1973)

VolumeZ)

NPS-NM
Retail Discount Price

9.95
.75*
r7.95
45.00
13.50
22.95
27.50
27.50
4.95
4.50

18.95

9.95
2.00*
2.00*
2.00*
2.00*
2.ffi*
2.m*
l1.00
19.95

16.00
I1.95
9.95

12.95

16.95
16.95

55.00
48.00
24.95

9.95
9.95

13.95

12.95

15.95

15.95

12.95

37.50
9.95
3.50

19.95
19.95

5.75
7.95
8.95

19.95

37.95
5.9s
8.95

t4.95
8.95

l1.95
11.95
19.95
7.95

8.00
.75*
1440
36.00
10.80
18.40
22.n
22.N
4.00
3.60

15.20
8.m

l.g0*
1.80*
1.80*
1.80*
l.g0*
l.g0*
9.50

16.00
13.60
9.60
8.m

10.40
13.60
13.60
44.00
38.40
20.00

8.00
8.00

11.20
r040
12.80
12.80
10.40
30.m
8.m
3.25

16.m
16.00
4.ffi
6.40
7.20

16.00
30.40
4.80
7.20

n.n
7.20
9.60
9.60

l6.m
6.40
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Mushrooms and Truffles of the Southwest (States, 1990)

Nanise: A Navajo Herbal (l"Iayes & I-acey, 1990)
Native Plants for Southwestern Landscapes (Mielke, 1993)

New Mexico Range Plants (NMSU Circular #374)
New Mexico Vegetation @ick-Peddie, 1993)

100 Desert Wildflowers of the Southwe,st (Bowers, 1989)

100 Roadside Wildflowers of the Southwest Woodlands (Bowen, 1987)

Plants for Dry Climates (DuffielO [Revised ei 1992)
Phoographing Wildflowers (Blacklock, 1987)
A Practical Guide to Edible & Useful Plants (Iull, 1987)
Requiern for a I:wnmower (Wasowski, 192)
Roadside Geology of New Mexico (Chronic, 1987)
Roadside Plants of Northern New Mexico (Iiemey, 1983)
Rocky Mountain Flora (Weber,1976)
Rocky Mountain Wildflowers (Dannen, l98l)
Santa Fe Bouquet (Hughes & Post, 1989)

Collecting, Processing, and Germinating Seeds of Wildland Plans (Young, 1986)

70 Common C-acti of the SW (Fischer, 1989)

Shrubs of the Great Basins (Mozingo, 1987)
Shrubs and Trees of the Southwest Deserts @owen, 1993)

Shrubs and Trees of the Uplands @lmore, 1976)
Southwestern Landscaping with Native Plans @hillips, 1987)

Spring Wildflowers of New Mexico (Martin, l98a)
Texas Native Ornamental Trees (NPS-fi)
Texas Wildflowers: A Field Guide (I-ohmiller)
Trees & Shrubs of Trans-Pecos Texas @owell, 1988)
Trees of the Great Basin (I-anner, 1987)
Trees, Shrubs & Woody Vines of the SW (Vines, 1962)
The Tumbleweed Gourmet (Niethammer, 1987)
We€ds of the West (Western Society of Weed Science, 1992)

Western Edible Wild Plants (Harrington)
Wildflower Folklore (L. Martin, 193)
Wildflower Handbook (National Wildflower Research Center, 2nd ed., 1992)
The Wildflower Gardener's Guide: Calif.,Desert SW & Northern Mexico (Art)
The Wildflower Gardener's Guide: N.Pacific, Rocky Mt., W. Canada (fut, 1990)

The Wildflower Meadow Book (L. Martin, 1990)

Wildflowers of the Guadalupe Mountains (Wamock, 1974)

Wildflowers of lhe Western Plains (Kirkpatrick, 1992)

Woody Plants of the Southwest (Irmb, 1977)

Southwestern Wildflower Notecards by Lily Byrd - 8 card assortment includes: Columbine,
I-ocoweed, Rabbitbrush, Globemallow,Yanow, Indian Paintbrush, Coneflower & Thistle

New Mexico Wildflowers Posters by Niki Threlkeld22x!|"
3l watercolor portraits on each one! Choose Spring & Summer or Summer & Fdl

SHIPPING: Add $1.25 for the tust book, $ .75 for each additional book

$2.50 for the Wildflower p6ter
$ .50 for iterns marked with *
$ .50 for ech notecard set or 6 posrcards

Allow4-5 weeks fs shipping.

Make checks payable o: NPS-NM BOOKS,
Mail to: LisaJohnslon 1802 W. Grand Ave

Artesia, NM 88210

Prices subject o change due to publisher increase.

This list supersedes all others.
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ALIEN NATIVE OR
WHEN NATIVES ARE NOT NATURAL

by Stanwyn G. Shetler
reprinted from Chinquapin: The Newsleuer of tlu Soutlurn
Ap plac hian B o tani cal S o cie ty Y ol. 2 Q):2, Winter, I 994

Iarry Mellichamp's brief essay, "Native or Exotic?," in
the fall issue of Cfuz4upin madre some very useful poins and
prompted me to add a few commens of my own, which provide a
somewhat different "lake" on the subject.

. Every plant sowed or transplanted is an alien or exotic,
whether or not it is a native species of the region. The very act of
transplanting or sowing is an active manipulation that in some
meiasure,large or small, falsifies the history of plant migration and
establishment in the area In rnany ways, this kind of ransplanting
is mme insidious than bringing in blatant exotics that clearly stand
ouL What would appear o be a "natural" dissemination is in fact an
artifrcial one. Why, one might ask, is it more acceptable lo play
Johnny Appleseed with native introductions than with exotic
introductions? The flip side of this is that an alien species can be
more "natlral" than a native one if the native plant has been
transplanted and the alien species is a longrime naturalized species
that has found its way to the new location by unassisted means;

Just what is "native" or "natural" anyway? Some presump-
tive aliens have been part of the North American flora for so long
that there is no agreement on whether they are native or naturalized.
The corrcept of "native" vs. "exotic" is very useful as long as one
remembers the relativity of this distinction. There can be no
absolute definition of "native," and no one will ever be able o
creatre a definitive list of the "native" plants of North America. For
starters, as Dr. Mellichamp points out, Native Americans did not
make a list. Even with clearly naturalized plans that have been here

lIfu futive lP[ant S ocicty of C{ga, Iv{qi&
a65SaIope(*S
Ias Cntcu, r{gwftv{eXico 88001

ADDRESS CORRECTION REOUESTED

for many years and have long since been spreading on their own
accord, it is debatable whether they should be regarded other than
as a part of the contemporary "natural" vegetal.ion.

Is a species transplanted from the same premises, cqrnty,
or state any more'hative" and virtuous in the landscape than a
species from a continent s half-a-continent away? An introduc-
tion b an introduction is an introduction, no matter the source.
Those who use native species for landscaping should always be
aware that they are corrocting artificial landscapes, simulating fu1
Eel creating naural ones. There may be many virtues in planting
truly (i.e., unarguably) native species (e.9., preventing exotic
invasions, gene pool preservation), but achieving a genuinely
natural landscape is not one of them. However subtle the planting
may be, the end result is the same - an introduced flora, hence a
disturbed and falsified landscape. A plant, once gLglgl is intre
duced. Although it may be a locally native species, it no longer is a
native plant in the purest sense, even if it has been moved only
inches from is original location.

- Stanwyn G. Shetler
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