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Southeast Chapter has no set meeting time. For information,
eal I Nina EppIey at 622-?180.

Glenn Niner Chapter will meet with the Albuquerque Chapter.

Santa Fe Chapter: no evening meetings during the sunmer. Field
trips will be substituted. For information, eall Iris David at
988-1?09.

Albuquerque Chapter FieId trip to the Jemez Mountains to view
flowers of a high altitude region. Bring a pienic luneh. For
information on time and place, eall Ted at 243-3053 or Jaekie
at 294-2178.

Las Cruees Chapter Field trip to Kingston, NM. Bring a hat'
w&ter, a snaek or lunch. For information on time and plaee'
eal I 526-377L.

Las Cruees Chapter meets(Zn0 Wednesdays): Informal meeting
Identifieation of plant material brought in by those attending.
Room 156, Agrieulture BuiIding, NMSU. ?:30 pm.

Otero-Lineoln Chapter meets( last Sundays): The topie is EdibIe
Natives(Bring reeipes to trade) at the home of Toad & LuciIle
Wilson. Follow the paved road north out of La Luz. Stay on the
paved road until you reaeh a dead end and the sign for the
Wilsons.2:00 pm. For more information, eall Jean (434-3041)
or Madel ine(3?8-4117) .

Albuquerque Chapter meets(1st Wednesdays): Work session to pre-
pare an exhibit for the NM State Fair. Speaker to be announeed.
The Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd NW. 7:30 pm.

Las Cruees Chapter Field trip to Blue Mesa, Las Uvas and Mag-
dalena Peak area. Brind a hat, water and a snaek or lunch'
For information on time and plaee, eall 526-377L.

Las Cruees Chapter meets: Informal plant identifieation ses-
sion. Bring any plants you'd tike to have identified. Room 156
Agrieulture Building, NMSU. ?:30 pm.

Otero-LincoIn Chapter meets: Pot Iuck at the Wilsons (for diree-
tions, see July 31). Everyone bring a dish using at least some
native ingredients. 2:00 pm.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Ird like to begin with a thank You
to the past Years' board members
who had some difficult Problems to
deal with. HoPefullY during the
next year we ean make even greater
progress as our organizat ion grows.
I intend to serve You to the best
of my ab i I i t i es and I we Ieome Your
eommlnts and suggestions. lVe need
the memberst inPut if we are to
eont inue as a healthy' vi tal organ-
ization.
As with rl€r many of You are verY
fond of penstemons. The Ameriean
Penstemon Soe ietY is an organiza-
tion of people nationwide with an
interest in the genus. TheY Pub-
lish a bulletin twiee a Year' an
extensive seed exehange list (a
real bargain at $.ZO a Paeket),
and a euttings exehange. Dues are
$S.00 per year' their mailing ad-
dress is American Penstemon Soeietyt
Orville M. Steward, MembershiP
Secretary, P.O. Box 33, PlYmouth
vT 05056.
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FROryI THE EDITORS

WANTED: Volunteer(s) to assume the
editorship of the Native Plant
Soeiety Newsletter as of JanuarY
1 984 . The ma j or requ i remen t i s en-
thus iasm for al I asPeets of nat ive
plants, although some exPerienee
with "eut and Pasteil he1Ps. The
editor(s) is responsible for soli-
e i t i ng news and feature ar t ieles
from any likely souree (Uotn mem-
ber and non-member) and Putting it
all together. The benefits are
many you have aeeess to PeoPle
around the state, You get to meet
many of the members through eorres-
pondenee, and you are at the hub of
NPS aet ivi ty. I f you're interested
or know someone who might bet
please write to us: NPS Newsletter
Ed i tor s, P.O. Box 934, Los Lunas
NM 8?031.

LETTER TO THE EDTTORS

I'Dear Lisa & Judith'

Last Sunday I was the guest of the
Santa Fe ehapter of NPS-NM on their
field trip to Los AIamos CanYon.
About L2 people partieiPated in a
very enjoyabte daY of walking and
plant identifieation

Although still earIY for the alti-
tude, there were many things in
flower, including a white violet,
a clematis and a valerian. We
eounted a total of 37 different
p I an t spee i es for our ent i re trek.
Some speeies the tr iP leader had
not seen before in Los Alamos
Canyon.

The grand f inale for the daY was a
surprise visit to a loeal native
plant garden in Los Alamos. The
flower display in the home garden
was tremendous and was the elimax
of the day.

Speeial thanks to Iris David for
extending the invitation and to
the Santa Fe Chapter for a great
field trip and for their hosPi-
tality."

-John Gibson
Gallup, NM

-Atl NPS members are aIwaYs weI-
eome on any ehaPter field tr iP.
I t's a great waY to learn about
the area and to meet other NPS
member s .

-The ED.

Contributors to this issue:

J.M. - Jud i th Machen
J.Lz. - Jean Lozier
T.W. - Tom Wagers
J.Mc. - Jean McEl roY
J.D. - Jean Dodd
J.P. - Judith PhilliPs
T.H. - Ted Hodoba

Edi tors: Lisa Johnston
Judith Phillips



CHAPTER NOTES

Las Cr uee s

For the May meeting, we Prevailed
upon Glenn Staton to br.ing his
slides of desert plants. There was
a large gather ing that enjoYed the
program. We were aIl disaPPointed
when it had to end. The MaY field
trip was to Aguirre SPrings where a
group from the Otero-Lineoln ehap-
ter & also a group from the El Paso
NPS joined us. Many people eom-
p I e t ed the four and one-ha I f mi le
Pine Tree Trail Hike whieh changes
a total of 1100 feet in elevat ion.
Vegetation ranges from Yueea to
Ponderosa Pine, stinging nettle and
littleleaf sumae

The June meeting entieed several
new f aees. Before the meeting
started, we had a mini field triP
to Aggie Pond. Aggie Pond has re-
eent ly been replanted wi th aquatie
plants, ineluding waterlillies
wh ich were just beginning to bIoom.
Returning to the meeting roomr we
examined plant. speeimens brought
in by several members and learned
how some of the families were
named.

-J .Lz.
Otero-Lineoln

In May a joint field trip to
Agu i r r e Spr ings of our chapter,
Las Cruees, and the new El Paso
ehapter took us on a winding path
for a 5 mi le hike through vegeta-
tion quite different from our own
areas. Aguirre Springs is a large
area on the eastern slopes of the

On Apr i I 24th, fi fteen members of
the Southeast Chapter. tou_rg,q,:.t,h_e;
Washington Ranch south of Cdrlitbad-;-
Th i s 20,000 aere raneh i s be ing
turned into a hunting and .f.i-s.hi-qgr
retreat of eonsiderable ].uxu.r.y.;Members spent several hours ..on....th.e;
Raneh v i ewi ng the many wi lCf lowelr;
and grass speeies as well,,g:g-. the.
stoeked f i shing ponds, waterfoy,l;;
deer and other wildlife. 

,:, 
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The Native Plant Soeiety display a,t.
the Craft & Hobby show, held in;the.,
Memor iaI Reereat ion Center in Rog:-
well on May 5-6, was judged {tpos,t
ar t i st ierr. The Soe i etyrs name wi I I
be engraved on a trophy which imaybe viewed at the MRC. A very speg-
taeular eolleetion of 40+ blooming-.
wi ldf lower species gather'ed,_by-,
George and MyrtIe Finley was thg.
highpoint of the display. A s€-
eond viewing of the display was, al.
the Peeos Valley Hobby Show at the
Roswell Airbase on May 28th 

. i
-J.Me. )
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Organ Mountains and incluoes a fan-
tastic view of the Tularosa Basin.
On the dr i ve in to the area, one
of the most notieeable plants was
the turpentine bush (Aplopappus.
larieifolius). A beautiful green*,
manner ly sma I I shrub, i t shou,ld .beuseful in landscaping.

J

Southeast iiiiH liii-r'\"'

-J.D.
NPS-NM OFF'ICIRS

Pfesident: 'l'ed llodoba, 2l? Arno SE, Albuquerque f&t 8?l0Z (2,13-3053)
Secretary: t'rances Szcman, 1858 Cal le Los Vecinos, Albuquerque NM g?10?

(344-8201)
Membefship secretary: lris bavid, po Box 591?, santa [.e NM 8?502 (988-l?09)
Treasurer: Judith Phillips, Star ltoute ? llox 145, Veguita NIrl g?062
lloard Members: Phyllis llughes, P.O. Box 340, Santa Fe NM 8?S0l (983-48?5)

Bill Mayfield, Star Route, Benr NM 88314 (6?l-{6t?)
Newsletter Editors: Lisa Johnston & Judith phillips, p.O. Box g34,

Los Lunas NM 8?031

Chapters:

Albuquerque - Ted Hodoba, 2l? Arno SE, Albuquerque NM 8?l0Z (2{3-30S3)
Glenn Niner - Lisa Johnston, P.O. Box 934, Los Lunas Nm 8?031 (865-S60g)
Las Cruces - Jean Lozier, 193{ Highland Ave, Las Cruces NM 88001 (SZe-fiZt)
Otero-Lincoln - Jean Dodd, 1302 Cinyon Rd, Atamogordo NM 88310 (,134-30{f)

Madel ine Murray, PO Drawer 368, Ruidoio Downs NM 983{6 (3?8-{ff?)
Southeast - Nina Eppley, 80? W 3rd Sr, Roswell NM 8820f (6ZZ-Sf?0)
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IrcRE HERBARI A

Eastern New Mexieo Universitv

The Herbar ium at the Natural His-
tory Museum of Eastern New Mexieo
University houses approximately
5000 eurated speeimens. Reeently
reorgan i zed and expanded wi th the
addition of 14 new eases, the her-
bar ium's organizational proeess is
the BYU system with nomenelature
as in Kartesz & Kartesz, a syno-
nymi zed eheck I i s t of the vaseu lar
flora of the United States, Canada
and Green I and .

The herbarium is serving as a repo-
s i t o ry for severa I voueher spee i es
of plants eolleeted during funded
research on the Waste isolation pi-
lot plant (WIPP) east of Carlsbad,
Capu I i n Mountain Nat ional Monument
and other areas.

At the present time, the entire
eolleetion is being eomputerized--and the addition of 500 eurated
speeimens per year is antieipated.

-Courtesy of A.L. Gennaro, Direetor
Natural Historv Museum

rVestern New Mexieo Universitv

Alestern New Mexieo Universityts
herbarium was begun by and is eur-
rted by Biology Department Chair-
nan Dale Zimmerman. The eollee-
tion now eontains about 9000
rpeeimens, mostly from south-
vestern New Mexieo and adjaeent
\r i zona. Orn i thologi st Zinmermanrs

s eeond eareer i n botany i nc I udes
;tudies of Caetaeeae and of the
iuadalupe Canyon flora.

St. John's CoIIege

Although small in size, the her-barium at St. Johnrs College isthe repository for specimens of
.s_ev_eral projects. Currently, twoNPS members from the Santa FeChapter, I r is David and Dr. Roger
Petersonr &re studying the flora
and vegetation of Bitter Lake Wild-
I i fe Re fuge. The spee imens from
the i r study ean be found at St.
John t s.

CLASS NOTES

lf you have more than a easuat in-
terest in native plants and plenty
of f ree t ime, you might be inte-
rested in a eourse being offered
this fall by the UNM biology de-
partment.

Biology 363, trFlora of New Mexieot',
deals with the identifieation and
elassifieation of native vaseular
plants. The eourse is taught by
Professor William C. Martin, eo-
author of the reeent Iy pub I i shed
two volume work of the same name.
ln addition to twiee-weekly lee-
tures, there wi I I be a 3-hour lab
eaeh week and three field trips
during the semester. A good under-
standing of basic botany is a must
for anyone eonsidering signing upr
as the eourse is fairly fast-paeed.

The elass will meet from g:30 to
10:45 am Tuesdays and Thursdays,
beginning August 23 and eontinuing
through the seeond week of Deeem-
ber. Lab seetions are offered
either Tuesday or Thursday from
12230 to 3220 pm. Sueeessful eom-
plet ion of the eourse will earn
you 4 semester hours of eollege
eredit. For further information
regarding registration, tuition
and fees, eontaet the UNM Admis-
sions Of f iee, Scholes Hatl room
156, telephone 277-2446.

{*.=
-T. W.



field as it grows but eonsulting
your spee imen i s an exee I I ent way
to reeall to memory its appearanee.
If you have pressed the plant your-
self you know what happens in the

One of the very best ways to learn
plants is to eol leet and press
them. Otherwise when many plants
are ident i fied the later ones
tend to erowd out the earlier onesin your mind. But if you save aspecimen you ean refer to it eon-

VALUES
PLANTS

OF COLLECTING AND PRESSING

stantly.
The plant looks different in the

proeess. Many botanists e&n look

A set of named speeimens will oftenprove useful to aid in eheeking the
ident i ty of later eol leet ions byeomparison. It is seldom possibl;)
to aetually identify a plant from
!h" beginning by leafing over a eol-leetion sinee so many speeies areinvolved. But it does allow for
ehecking your determination or hel-
ping deeide between posssiblilites.
Be eertain your piessed plant iseorreetly named and remember thattwo individuals of a speeies maynot look exaetly alike. lt is pos:sible that the individual plant youare eheeking may aetually resemblemore elosely in general appearanee
a spee imen o f t he wr ong spec i e sthan it 9o"r of the eorrect onet

A colleetion of plant speeimens pro-
v ides an authent i c reeord of inespeeies of an are&. Every pr intedlist- of plants ought to be backedup in this eoncrete fashion. I fanyone doubts your identification
of-a partieular plant you ean alwaysrefer him to youi specimen.

at their speeimens and reeall to
mind the exaet appearanee of almostevery one as it looked when eollee-
ted.

Col leet ing and press ing al lows
for seeuring large numbers ofplants when the opportunity oeeurs,and identifying them later when
more time is availabte. Many bota-nists spend all sunmer eolleeting
specimens during daylight hourslputting them in presses during the
eyenings, then identifying and moun-
t i ng them dur i ng the wi nter .
With sueh a proeedure it is supri-sing how many plants ean be dbaltwith in a season.

Adapted from:

,

P.lant presses ean be made or pur_ehased. One modet maOe of lattieedoak is available from- a souree inI daho (pr i ee $10.00 ) . Fo. the ex_
-qct address,, eontaet the IdahoNa t i ve Plant 'l:g 

i eJV-r- 
-p"nouu 

Chap_t e r e / o Haro ld M. Tueker He.Oa. iufi,
9:^t^1"g" of rdaho, Clrowetl ID83605.

5-

PLANT PRESSES

WEEKEND .OF NATI VE PLANTS

ttre areas. Hope to see you there.

Mark your eblendars now for theweekend of nat ive plants, this yearto be held in Capltan on Sept 
- 

Zg_25. Aetivities will inelude lotsof field trips, a progagation dis-eussion panel, a pnotdgraphy de_
Tonstration, and a tour of nistorieLineoln. I t's also a great ehanceto meet the members fiom all overthe state and share your experi-
enee s .

So. that you arenrt disappointed,
Tal.e your reservationi- early.Write to the Newsletter Editoi.sfor a list of aeeomodations in



PROPAGATION NOTES

Midsumrner is an appropriate tilne
to aeeess our sPr ing gardening ex-
per i enees and to def i ne our expee-
tations for the eoming rainy season
growth cyeIe.

Th i s sp r i ng, Ted Hodoba, newIY
elected NPS-NM state president, in-
dulged his Penstemainia. To expand
h i s eo I I ec t i on, Ted germi na ted ten
species of Penstemon. All seeds
were stratified in damP Potting
soil in the refrigerator, in re-
eyeled plastic margarine tubs, for
approximately two months. Some
seed sprouted in the refr igerator 'the germinants were then sown in
flats for further growth and final ly
transplanted outdoors in the garden.
"Actually, pretty easy", says Ted.

Of the ten species, P. glaber'
kunthi i. laneeolatus and diseolor
seed were purchased from Southwest
Native Seeds in Tueson; P.strietus
seed was colleeted from a Plant
established in Tedrs Albuquerque
garden; P. inarioides seed was
eoI lected at Water CanYon during

as the seed ripens may be the simple
solution to the Blaekfoot DaisY
bIues.

The eoming monsoon season coupled
wi th the opt imum matur i ty of eutt ing
material makes August an ideal time
for vegetative propagation of many
na t i ves. Sueeess depends upon the
quality and treatment of the eutting
material. Four to six inch tips of
healthy stock, ideally young plants
under eultivation, should be eut and
transferred to porous, well-drainedt
nu t r i ent enr i ehed med i um. The por -
tion of the stem inserted in the
medium is stripped of foliage while
the exposed growing t ip should re-
main Ieafy and turgid. Use of
rooting hormone varies with the
speeies. I prefer .3% IBA talc for
easily rooted plants like Desert
WilIow and Baecharis; and .8% IBA
talc for Fores!_!s1e, Atriplex' Rhus
and PensTffiilIvIeoium or coarse
gradeffi top-dressed wi th a
tab I espoon of 18-6-12 Osmoeote per
square foot of flat arear provides
the best rooting medium Irve found
to date. A pienie eooler lined
with a damp towel maintains eutting
quality from the f ield to the flat.
I keep my eutting f Iats in the eool
shade of a north waII, misting new
cuttings several times daily for a
few days. Onee the euttings begin
absorbing moisture through the
stems, I maintain an evenly moist
med i um unt i I the eutt ings are wel I
rooted, usually within two or three
weeks.

In September, I transplant the
rooted eutt ings to prepared open
beds in ful I sun. Water ing var ies
wi th the weather and soi I texture.
Transplanting during State Fair
t ime usua I ly i nsures several good
downpours anywhere within a hundred
mi le radius of Albuquerque. Soil
should be kept moist, never soggy.
Al though vegetat ive propagat ion re-
quires a bit more attention than
seedling production, it is an ideal
way to seleet for valuable eharae-
ter i s t i cs and deerease product ion

-t 
ime.

the annua I state NPS-NM meet ing
last october and the P. suPerbus
was a gift from a fellow Penstephile
and NPS member. P. ambiguus and P.
angustifolius' sown in heavier po!-
t-'ing.ffi were lost to damping off .

As a result, Ted reeonmends using a
sandy pot t i ng mi x.

Carefully kept germination test re-
cords of Jaek Hawley (witdland &
Native Seeds Foundation) yield good
news for those of us interested in
growing Blaekfoot Daisy(Melampodiurn
leueanthum). Jack doeumented a 65%
geTmlnafon rate on f reshlY eol lee-
ted seed within 7 daYs of sowing'
The seed was germinated betwer:n
folds of damp paper towel at te"i-
peratures fluetuating between 60 &
90'F. Seed was selected for lal';{e
size and dark eolor, whieh Jrri:k
feels is key to viability. Since
I have been experiencing a 0-'10%
germination rate on stored seed
(searified and/or stratified b.efqre
plant ing) ; germinat ing freshly eol-
lected, high quality seed as soon



Cultivating native plants gives the
grower manv insiqhts; whether t.he
objeetive is to beautifY'- reduee
water use, attraet wildlifer eon-
trol eros ion or preserve rare and
endangered spec i es. ( Send a se I f-
addressed, stamped envelope for in-
formation to Rare & Endangered
Plant Exehange e/o NY Botanieal
Garden, Bronx NY 10458.) We aPPre-
ciate hearing from NPS members re-
gard ing the i r Plant ProPagat ion
Projeets.

-J. P.

FI ELD STIJDY TRI PS

NPS members may be interested in
the field study trips offered by
Cloud'Ridge Naturalists, a non-
profit organization based in Colo-
rado that offers field diseovery
seminars on a variety of subjeets
of interest to plant, bird and
animal lovers.

The philosophy at Cloud Ridge em-
phas i zes f i e ld work and the spee i a I
types of ski I Is that are useful in
interpreting natural environments,
and its eourse offerings range
from field trips of several days
to a week, to one-day workshops.
For example, this March Dr. Freeman
Hall, a meteorologist with the
National Oceanographie and Atmo-
spher ic Administrat ion in Boulder
and an outstanding field ornitho-
logist (who for the past five years
has Ied the highly sueeessful Na-
tional Audubon Soeiety field tour
to Co I ima, Mexieo) r ted a one-day
field t.rip on birds of prey. The
workshop began with refreshments
and a sl ide lecture on raptor eeo-
logy at the HaIlrs, the evening be-
fore, followed by a full day in
the field. Coming up in July is a
4-day alpine tundra eeology trip
to the Mount Zirkel Wilderness area
where, from timberline base eamps,
the elass will master the use of
plant keys for the identifieation
of alpine plants, observe and dis-
euss the phys iological and ecolo-

plants, ancl eonsider the geologieal
processes that have shaped and pat-
terned the landseape. Because thi s

trip is not an athletic outing bu!
a fietO seminar, the ParticiPantsl
gear and fresh(not freeze-dried)
food wilt be paeked in on llamas.

Other eourses offered for this year
eover Rocky Mountain Plants, birds
of the Colorado ehaParral, amPhi-
bians and reptiles of the Colorado
plains, big game ecologY and be-
havior, anO several eourses in
drawing, paint ing and botanical
illustration, plus a weekrs elass
a.t Mesa Verde National Park on
nat i ve dye and basketrY Plants of
the Southwest. There are Plans to
expand the field seminars to nor-
thern New Mexieo in 1984.

The director of Cloud Ridge Natu-
ralists is AudreY Benedict, who
has presented numerous field and
leeture programs in mountain eeo-
logy and botanY for RoekY Mountain
National Park, the UniversitY of
Colorado, and the National Audubon
Soe i e ty. She has had extens i ve
f ield exper ience in tundra areas
of Nepal, New Zealand, Alaska, and
the Canadian Aretie, and she is
eurrently writing a book on the
natural history of the Southern
Rock i es for the S i er ra Club.

For more information about Cloud
Ridge Naturalists, write direetlY
tb Audrey: Overland Star Route'
Ward CO 80481; or CaIl her day or
bvening at (303) 459-3248.g i ca I adaptat ions of high al t i tude

-J.M.



AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
1tlo9 Agua Fria

Santa Fe, New Mexico
87501

505.9834831

Specializing in native plants
and perennials

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Guided Wildflower Tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City, NM 88061

(s0s) s38-2s38

Send change of address or any
Newslebber contributions Lo:

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
N EWSLETTE R

P.0. Box 934
LOS LUNAS NM B7O3 1

-1

Drought Tolerant & Native
Landscape Ornamentals

Bernardo Beach Native Plant Farm
Star Route 7, Box 145

Veguita, New Mexico 87062

Sp|cr:rlizrng irr floucrirrg \rli[es

bry Couotty
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