
NATNE PLANT SOCIETY
OFNEWMEXICO

I{EWSLETTER
July/August 1999 Volume XXIVNumber3

:. of New Mexico

by Betfy Allison Cawlfi eld
reprinted from the Native Plant Society ofTexas News I 6(4) I 998

Gaillardia pulchel14 is an erect or sprawling, branching annual 8to24
inches tall. Leaves alternate, variable, mostly stalkless; blades
oblong to lance-shaped to inversely lance-shaped (oblanceolate),
3 / 4 to 4 inches long, | / 4 to 3 / 4 inches wide, untoothed to toothed or
lobed, bristly hairy or downy. Flowers both ray and disk types, in
showy heads to 3 inches across (often less); ray flowers orange to
red with 3-lobed yellow tips; disk flowers numerous, usually dark
purple-brown or yellowbrown, densely massed to form a center;
flower heads solitary at the tops of long stalks. May to frost, or
intermittentlythroughouttheyear. Occurs overmost ofTexas (danse

east Texas forests excepted).

Flaunting colors rivaling carnival lights, Indian blanket, shedding
any hint of subtlety, boldly flings a cape of flaming hues over fields,
prairies, sandy coastal areas and great stretches ofTexas roadside.
Reaching the peak of its display in mid-spring to early summer, it
blooms sporadically thereafter. Often it teams up with various
horsemints (Monarda spp.), toenhance itsextravagant display even
further. Each wheel-shaped flower head is a burst of fiery colors
varying in intensity, however, usuallytheray flowers areorange-red,
bordered on the outer edges with a wide or narrow band of yellow.
The solid red Indian blanket, Iacking entirelytheyellow outerring, is
maroon Gaillardia (G. amblyodon), a sand loverofa much more
limitedrange.

Indian Blanket:
Mark your Calendar!!

NM NATIVE PLAI\TT SOCIETY
AN\UALMEETING

"Wetland and Riparian Plant Communities of
Central New Mexico"

August 26-29,1999
Planto attend! Fourdays ofSpeakers, Tours, Work-
shops and Fun. Friday night BBQ at Wildlife West with
Cowboy Band and Bird Show; Saturday night Banquet &
Speaker. Bring donations ofcraft items, plants, books etc.
forsilent auction.
Meeting to be held at Howard Johnson's Conference
Center, 15 Hotel Circle, Albuquerque, NM (ust north
ofthe Eubank exit offI-4O (milemarker I 65)).

Participants are respojr-sible for making their own accommodation
arrangements.

Accommodations: H ow ard J o hnson, (505)2964852
SingleRoom $49

DoubleiTriple/Quad,perroom $53

NearbyFacilities: The Owl restaurant, JB's Restaurant
There are two nearby RV Parks, both offCentral Ave. At exit 166

from I-40 (call for directions):
KOA Kampgrou nd at 12400 Skyline Rd. NE,Ph.29G2729----eit
166,then South I block;
and Best lYesternatl2999 CqtralAve. NE. Ph.298-7426-ll
spaces. ( Schedule and registration form on pages I 2- I 5)

Because it is more plentiful over a larger area of Texas and has a
longer bloom period, Indian blanket has been considered by some to be a better choice for state flower than the more limited bluebonnet.
Many plants contain the word "lndian" in their common narnes. The late Roy Bedichek in Adventures With A Texas Naturalist has an
intriguing chapter on the origins of folk names of plants and birds. In this fascinating book he observes that when naming plants, the
early settlers reserved "Indian" for many ofthe most colorful and beautiful ofthe species, especially the red-flowering and/or-fruiting ones.
Thus we have Indian pink (Silene), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja), Indian currant (Symphorocarpus), Indian cherry (Rhamnus), etc. His
reasoning for the colonists' paying such graceful compliments to the lndians was that it is easy to forgive a former enerny and convert the
conflict to pleasant legends once he has been conquered and no longer poses a threat.

Indian blanket is a lazy gardener's delight. This undernanding, forgiving species actually thrives on poverty and neglect, preferring dry,
poor but well draining soils, where it forms neat mounds of color, asking little return for long periods of radiant bloom. It is not unusual
to see it lapping at the pavemant along gravely highway shoulders. Given well watered, rich soils, the plant tends to sprawl loosely for
severalfeet, looking thinandunattractive. Bothseedsandplantsareeasilyavailable. Forbestresults,sowseedsinfall. Pinchingoffspent
flower heads will prolong the bloom period ofthis generous re-seeder. Gaillardia honors a French botanist; pulchella means pretty.
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Many thank to Robert Dewitt Ivey for permission to use the

wonderful drawings from his book F I ow ein g P I ant s of N ew M e xic o,

inour Newsletter.

N WaterWise
[^andscapes, Inc.

Drought Tolennt Perennials, Herb's, and Natiws
D"rigtt, lnstallation, and Maintenance

J. Hunter Ten Broeck Albuquerque, N.M. 87107
505-344-7508

F,,#:i,t"" Navsletter may be reprinted if fully citd to author and attributed to the
::;'- Newsletter.

Membenhip in the Native Plant Society of New Mexico is open to anyone supporting our

goals. We are ddicated to promoting a greater appreciation of native plants and their

environment, and to the preservation ofendangered species. We encourage the use of
suiAble native plants in landscaping to preserve the state's unique character and as a water

conservation measure. Members benefit from chapter meetings, field trips, publications,

plant and seed exchanges, and educational forums. A wide selection of books is available

at discount. The society has also produced two New Mexico wildflower posten by artist

NikiThrelkeld. ContaciourPosterChairorBookSalesrepresentativeformoreinformation.
Call chapter contacts for local information.
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Taxonomy Workshop Convenes:
The Native Plant Society ofNew Mexico will begin holding annual
plant taxonony workshops on specific areas or family groupings of
theNew Mexico flora. The first workshop topic: Sandia Mountain
Flora, will be held in Albuquerque at the University ofNew Mexico
Herbarium on July29 - August l, 1999.Thepurpose ofthis workshop
is to offer training in plant taxonomy; especially family recognition
and kelng plants to species. Participants will learn about the
taxonomic literatureavailableto idanti$New Mexicoplants, howto
usetaxonomic manuals, howto use the IJNM Herbarium, and how to
properly voucherplant specimens for research herbaria. Subsequent
taxonomic workshops will focus on specific plant families such as
cacti, grasses, legumes, etc.

This initial workshop will be taught by Dr. Kelly Allred (NMSU
professor and author of 'A Field Guide to the Grasses of New
Mexico'), Dr. Jack Carter (author of 'Trees and Shrubs of New
Mexico'), and Bob Sivinski (botanist fortheNM Forestry Division).
The first three mornings will consist of field trips into the Sandia
Mountains tocollect plants. The afternoons and Sundaymorning will
bedevoted toplant identification at the UNM Herbarium. Field trips
will not be physicallydifficult and will occur on established roads and
trails.
Come help us document the flora of the Sandia Mountains. The
workshop fee is $30 for NPSNM members and $40 for non-
members(checks payable toNPSNM). This includes fieldtrip trans-
portation and a copy of Martin & Hutchin's'Sandia Flora'. Plant
presses and dissecting scopes will be provided by the UNM Her-
barium. Participants will be responsible for their own meals and
lodging and should equip themselves with hiking shoes, hat, can-
teen, an d I OX hand lens. Contact Bob Si vinski at (50 5)827 -7 86 5 ; | 44
Cedar, Santa Fe, NM 8750 I ; or <bsivinski@state.nm.u9 to reserve
your place inthis excitingworkshop. Spaceis limited to30 people, so
apply soon.

IBGIRMARD@
lBClRGllHll **. pbn'orm

Native and climate.adapted dants

3729 Arno Street NE in Albuquerque 345-6248
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NPSNM Funds at \ilork
NPSNM supported a FacilitatmTraining Workstrop (Mar 26-29)wrth
a $ I 000 grant. The workshop was headquartered at Gray Feathers
Lodge, Silver City, New Mexico. The workshop is designed to
investigate "Leopold and the Lessons in a Land Ethic" curriculum.
In addition, participants are certified to conduct 6-8 hour LEP in-
service workshops.The Leopold Education Project ( LEP ) is an
innovative, interdisciplinary educational program based on the clas-
sic writings ofthe renowned conservationist, Aldo kopold. The LEP
was developed to teach the public about humanity's ties to the
natural world and to provide leadership in the effort to conserve and
protect the earth's natural resources.

In Oxford UniversityPress's 1949 edition of"A SandCountyAlma-
nac and Sketches Here and There", Aldo Leopold introduced and
integrated three main concepts:
a) That land is a community is the basic concept of ecology;
b) That land is to be loved and respected is an extension of
ethics;
c) That land lelds a cultural (aesthetic) harvest.

For more information about LEP, go to http://www.lep.org .

From Silver high School and La Plata Middle
School:
Silver City, NewMexicq 29 March, I 999
DearDr. Carter,
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to you for the
support that you and the Native Plant Society provided the LEP
(tropold Education Project) Facilitator Training Workshop thispast
weekend. It was highly effective in showing educators how to
incorporate the land ethic ofAldo Leopold and respect for the land
and its species into their classrooms.This workshop will be a great
help to all of us as we raise these issues in the classroom. We highly
encourage your continued support for future workshops like this.
From Robert Usgard of the Leopold Education
Project:
April16,199
DearJack.
We had an outstanding workshop, March-26-28 at Grey Feathers
Lodge. Twenry-nine highly motivated educational professionals
from throughout New Mexico participated, most of which knew a
great deal about Leopold. Combined with the 50th anniversary ofA
Sand County Almanac, the 75th anniversaryofthe Gila Wilderness,
Richard Bodnar's marvelous presentation, fantastic Dutch-oven
cooking, and down-home hospitality ofthe Grey Feathers staff, the
workshop was inspiring, motivating, invigorating, enjoyable and
filling. I was very pleased to have been a part of this event. Again,
Jack, on behalfofthe Leopold Education Project, my sincere thanks
toyou andtheNative Plant Sociefy ofNew Mexico for your generous

support of$ 1,000.

From here, the LEP wi I I continue to encourage New Mexico faci lita-
tors to spread the land ethic and LEP materials to other educators
through local workshops. In doing so,we hope to continue creating
and maintaining partnerships. We believe the key to fostering
understanding, appreciation and respect for the land is founded at
the community level,,and takes place both in and outside the class-
room. Partnerships not only help to fund programs, they build
community. That is why we were so pleased to have the New
Mexico Native Plant Society involved with this workshop.

PUBLIC LANDS

THEY'RE YOURS
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@ffi CALENDAR

luly24 - Joe Duft, Sacramento Lake. Meet at Cloudcroft Forest

Service parking lot in Cloudcroftto carpool at 8am.

July 3 I - John Stockert, (5 85-2546) 5.5 m ile hike in Lucas Canyon .

Aug 7 - Linda Barker/Pat(Ranger) Ward, Old Growth Forest.

Meet 8am Cloudcroft Forest Service Parking Lot
Aug I 8-21 Otero CountyFair
Sept I I - Dave Anderson, Rhodes Canyon, BosqueCanyon,

& WolfRanch. Guests Dewitt and Vivian lvy.
Call John Stockert 585-2546, Reservations Required.

i'"'. Albqquerque

Aug8 - Fieldtriptothe Jemez,BillDodson
Aug2l - NPS AlbuquerqueChapter Plant Sale 9am-4pm
Aug26 -29 New Mexico Nati ve Plant Society's Annual Meet :

Howard Johnson Convention Center
l5 HotelCircleNE
AlbuquerqueNM (north of I-40 offEubank exit)

Theme: Wetland and Riparian Plant Communities
ofNewMexico

Sept 2 - Sandra Lynn, Author: Natural history ofthe
sunflower.

Sept ? - Field trip to Big Trees, Sandra Lynn
Sept l2 - FieldtriptoElMalpais,Bill Dodson
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LasCruces

July l4 - "Blooming Plants" by Jackie Meinecke, reporter and

owner of Enchanted Gardens
Coordinated by Greg Magee

July I 8 - Field trip to Gallinas Canyon, Black Range, Meet 7am

K-mart/Hwy70, John Freyermuth & Carolyn Gressitt

Aug I I - Jack Carter, Topic to be announced
Coordinated by Tim McKimmie

Aug I 5 - Field trip to Dripping Springs, Meet 8am, Pan Am
John Freyrernuth

Sept 8 - Thomas K Todson, botanist, "The Orchids ofNew
. Mexico", Coordinated by John Freyermuth

Sept 12 - Field trip to Valley of Fires State Park, Meet 7am

Kmar/Hwy 70, Terry Peterson

Gih
July l8 - Meadow Creek, Pinos Altos Mountains.

8:00 WNMU Fine Arts lot.
Aug 15 - Gomez Peak north of Silver City.

8:00 WNMU Fine Arts lot.

Sept l8- l9 - Overnightto CaveCreek, Chiricahua
Mountains. 8:00 WNMU Fine Arts lot.

Oct 9 or l0 - McKnight Peak for aspen viewing.
8:00 WNMU Fine Arts lot.

Deb Swetnam Field trip coordinator - (505) 3 88-3 086 or

Martha Carter (505) 3 88-922 I

CHAPTER REPORTS

' Gilr-MarthaCarter

TheGila NativePlant Societymet in conjunction withthe Southwest-

ern New Mexico Audubon chapter for the February I 9 m eetin g. Aft er

announcements by the presidants of both organizations, Peter

Russell, president ofthe Southwestern New Mexico Audubon chap-

ter, introducedthe speaker, Mr. Bill Miller, president and coexecutive
director ofthe Malpai Borderlands Group. Mr. Miller'sfamilyhome-
steaded a ranch in the Bootheel area of southwestern New Mexico.
He presented a broad description ofthe activities and importance of
the Malpai Group to the preservation of the land area, its flora and

fauna andthe ranching way of lifefor those fifteen ranchers who now
belongtothealliance. The Malpai Borderlands Group is a non-profit
organization formed in 1994 and based in southeast Arizona and

southwest New Mexico. The Malpai Group has a close working
relationship with manyranchers, publicsector agencies, the Animas
Foundation and the Nature Conservancy.The most popular concept

ofthe organization is the "grassbank" in which surplus grassland on

one ranch is madeavailabletocattle onranches thatare shortofgrass.
Ranchers who use grassbank privileges sign an ageement which
precludes future suMivision oftheir land. During the drought years

of 1996-97, the "grassbank" concept saved three ranchers from
bankruptcy byoffering an alternative to selling offtheir cattle or land
at lowprices.
Report by Bill Armstrong and Caroline Baldwin

Ms. Alice Cohen, Gila National Forest Education Specialist and

Education Chair for the Gila Native Plant Society, presented the

March l9program with Ms. JeannePierce, fifth gradeteacher at San

Lorenzo school. Ms. Cohen's presentation included background
infomation on the GilaNational Wilderness and the signifi cance of
the National Wilderness Preservation System. She gave an update

on the Wilderness education efforts and the Anniversary weekend

events planned for June 3 -6, I 999, celebrating the 75th ann iversary
ofthe establishment ofthe Gila National Wilderness at the urging of
Aldo Leopold. Ms. Cohen has been developing a conservation

education program for the Gila National Forest for the past three and

one halfyears.She developed Wilderness Trunks to show educators

and others the value ofthe flora and fauna in the immediate area of
the Gila National Forest. Ms. Pierce, is one ofthe teachers using the
New Mexico Wildflower Posters to teach her students plant identi-
fication. She showed the notebooks the students use to identiff
wildflowers in their area east ofSilver City on the Mimbres River. The

students have developed a natural area on the school grounds to
athact birds and other animals. GNPS presanted Ms. Pierce with
three additional damaged posters and ten plant identification book-

lets for use with her students.At the social time following the

meeting, materials from the Wilderness Trunks assembled by Ms.
Cohen were displayed for Society mernbers and guests.

Report by Caroline Baldwin and Martha Carter

The first field trip ofthe Gila Native Plant Society on Sunday, April
l8 to Fort Cummings was attended bytwarty-three members and

guests. Fort Cummings and Butterfield Stage ruins, along with the

the post cemetery and Cooke's Spring were as fascinating as the
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Gilakportcoifd

flora. The over whelmingly dominant feature of the area was
creosote, Larr'ea tridentata. Also very obvious were Four-wing
Saltbush, Atriplex canescens; Littleleaf Sumac, Rhus microphylla;
and Mesquite, Prosopis glandulosa. Interspersed in the creosote
were a few Cholla, Opuntia imbricata; Violet Pricklypear, Opuntia
martiniana; Mormon Tea, Ephedra trifurca; Banana Yucca, Yucca
baccata; Soaptree Yucca, Yucca elata; and Snakeweed, Gutierrieza
sarothrae. A few wildflowers were in bloom as conditions were very
dry on the gravelly hills surrounding the Fort. Globemallow,
Sphaeralcea sp., and several "microplants" ofwhite, blue and purple
hues andotherwise unidentified. LittleleafSumac, Rhus microphyll4
was densely in flower surrounding the Cooke's Spring, attracting
bees and other insects. Due to the grace of underground water
providedbythe Spring, wewereabletosee SacatonGrass, Sporobolus
airoides; Burrobush, Hymenoclea monogrra; and a large Goodding's
Willow, Salix gooddingii, in thisdryenvironment. During lunch under
thewillowtreethegroup caught up on each other's activitiesduring
the past winter season and discussed the possibility ofexploring the
nearby Pony Hills Petroglyphs on a later trip, perhaps in a different
season after some moisture has arrived in southern New Mexico.
Report by Deb Swetnam, Field Trip Chair.

Bill Davis led the May l6 field trip along Little Cherry Creek and
Forest ServiceTrail 855. The scant amount ofmoishuealongthe creek
provided l6 members and guests with typical examples of plants of
the riparian environment. One ofthe most eye-catching, as always,
was Common Chokecherry, Prunus virginiana in flower. Yellow
Monkey Flower, Mimulus guttatus; Purple Geranium, Geranium
caespitosum; and a showy Claret Cup Cactus, Echinocereus
triglochidiatus, quickly caught the attention of the hikers. Three
members of the Quercus family were noted: Gambel Oak, Quercus
gambelii; Gray Oak, Quercus grisea; and Silverleaf Oak, Quercus
hypoleucoides. As the elevation and moisture increased, Quercus
gambelii was more abundant and treelike and Quercus grisea was
showing new leaves, having shed last year's growth. This box
canyon is trulyan example oftransition as elevation increases from
5,800 feet to 8,000 feet. Gymnosperrns observed were: Alligator
Juniper, Juniperus deppeana; Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponderosa
var.scopulorum ; Pinon Pine, Pinus edulis ; and Douglas Fir,
Pseudotsuga menziesii. Deciduous hees included Box Elder, Acer
negundo ; New MexicoAlder, Alnusoblongifol ia; Arizona or Velvet
Ash, Fraxinus velutina; and an introduced form of apple, Malus
pumila. The dominant tree by far was Narrowleaf Cottonwood,
Populus angustifolia. Creeping Mahoni4 Mahoniarepens, in flower,
extended over one shady, pine needle-covered, northwest facing
slope. Other shrubs observed were Birch LeafBuckthorn, Frangula
betulifolia, Mountain Mahogany, Cercocarpus montanus; False
Indigo Bush, Amorpha fruiticosa; andNew Mexico Locust, Robinia
neomexicana. White Honeysuckle, Lonicera alba, and Arizona Grape,
Vitis arizonica, were the woody vines observed.
Report by Martha Carter
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Chapter meeting and speaker's program, Wednesday, March 10,
1990: During the short business meeting, it was decided to donate
$ I 00 from the local treasury to Forest Guardians. The $ 100 is to be
designated for land restoration. Our speaker, Robert (Bob) Gerard,
was introduced by Dave Anderson, who said that Bob was born in
Wales, moved to Albuquerque as a boy, and then "really dropped
off theedge"bysettling in Chaparral, NewMexico. Mr. Gerard, author
ofGardening the Arid Land , worked as an agricultural extentionist
and teacher prior to settling on his farm in the natural soil ofthe
Chihuahuan Desert. Here he raises garlic by employing "no till"
methods along with cover crops andmulching with organicmaterial,
thereby obtaining a higher yield than achieved by traditional plow
farming methods. The mulch and cover crops help to loosen the soil,
to retain water, to reduce weeds and soil erosion, and to provide
nutrients and shade forthe garlicplants. Additional organic materials
are made available to the perennial garlic plants when the annual
cover crops of beneficial weeds, tepary beans and millet die in the
winter. Bob said that rainwater is high quality water because it
contai ns no salts and n o pol lutants. Furthermore, rainwater contains
nitrogen in a form that can be used by the plants. Therefore, he
collects rainwater from the roof in cisterns and distributes it to his
plants in the form ofdrip irrigation through a series ofpipes and
hoses. Bobhas also been experimenting with various forms ofslopes
and furrows in order to gain optimum rainwater runoffin the fields.
Native plants are left to grow in and around his land in order to help
ensure a healthy ecology and attract beneficial natural pollinators.

Border Book Festival: On Saturday, March 13,1999, Las Cruces
Chapter members Lisa Mandelkern, Paul Shelford, Terry Peterson,
and John Freyermuth manned a table at the trade show ofthe Border
Book Festival, which was held at Court Youth Center. Several copies
ofChihuahuan Desert Gardens were sold . Additional information
and membership brochures were handed out to interested visitors.

FieldTrip,March 14, 1999: LisaMandelkern led I I individualsona
fieldtrip intoValles Canyon, atributaryofBroadCanyon in the Sierra
de las Uvas. This was a return visit to the area visited by our chapter
on October 12, 1997 .It is interesting to compare the field notes and
the seasonal variations oftheflora for these nvo field trips. The plant
list for I 0- I 2-97 indicates 44 species in fl ower, whilethe I ist for 3 - I 4-
99 gives a total of 24 flowering species. But, only2 species, Senecio
fl accidus (threadleafgroundsel) and Phlox nana (Santa Fe Phlox) were
listed as fl owering for both fi eldtrips.Upon aniving at theparking area
Herb Ruetzel spotted a gray fox scurrying up the slope ofthe opposite
hillside. Nearthe parkingarea several interesting small spring flow-
ering plants werenoticed. AliceAnderson identified Allium bigelovii
(Bigelow's onion - fl owering white-pink); Cymopterus multinervatus
(purplenerve spring panley), a purplefl owering perennial herb ofthe
Apiaceae fuarsley family); and pale blue flowering Eriastrum
difrrsum(miniature woolstar), a manber ofthe Polemoniaceae (phlox
fam i ly). As the group m ade its way down into Valles Canyon, several
examples of a soft and pubescant Astragalus species with large
showy purplish inflorescences were seen. Soon thereafter,
whitefl owering Neolloydia intertexta (woven pineapple cactus)
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Las Crucm cont'd

specimens began to appear quite frequently on the south facing
hillside ofTailholt Mountain. Wewere saddened to seethat some of
these cacti had been recently disturbed or uprooted or crushed.
Three examples of flowering spcies in the Bcaginaceae (forget-me-
not family) wereseen. There were numerous examples ofthe small,
bluish-wtrite flowering Lappula redowskii (stickseed), and ofa small,
white flowering Cryptantha species (catseye). One fine specimen of
yellow fl owering Littrospermum incisum (narrowleafgromwell) was
observed on the downward trek. The open areas were frequently
blanketed by large numbers ofyellow fl owering Lesquerella gordoni i
(Gordon's bladderpod).

After approximately I .5 miles, Valles Canyon began to narrow and
large shrubs hame more frequent. Some interesting shrubs seen

were Garrya wrightii (Wright's silktassle), Quercus turbinella (desert

scrub oak), Rhus trilobata (lemonade bush sumac), Celtis laevigata
var. reticulata (net-leafhackberry), and Berberis haematocarpa (red
barberry). Rolston St. Hilaire remarked on the new, tender reddish
growth of one specimen ofBerberis haematocarpa and compared it
with anotherspecirnan upon which nonewgrowth had yet appeared.

He suggested that this may be due to the fact that one might have
received more water than the other. John Freyermuth found one
exampleofamrall slrrub tentativelyidentifi ed as Brid<ellia oblongifolia
(narrowleafbrickelbush).

Once we had all assembled in a narrow part of the canyon enclosed
byrockwalls, Lisa Mandelkern suggested wehave lunch in the shade
ofsome large shrubs. Here we observed the rock art and conjectured
on the possible meanings of the various symbols. After lunch we
continued downstream (there was no water) another 100 meters
where another gray fox was seen. We turnedaround here and hiked
back up out ofthe canyon. At the end ofthe hike, as the group
reassembled around the vetricles in theparking area, Alice Anderson
identifi ed the grass Vulpia octofl ora (sixweeks fescue). Since'Vulpia"
is a form ofthe Latin word for fox, our hike was thereby framed by
occurrences offoxes. Perhaps we should not be surprised by these

seerningly strange appearances since our field trip was led by artist
Lisa Mandelkern. Also, "lisa" is the Russian word for "fox"!Thanks
toLisaandothers for making this fox motifpossible.

Field Trip, March 28, 1999:The Las Cruces chapter's field trip of
March 28, 1999 wasarranged and ledbyGreg Magee. Ninetravelers
crossed into Texas and were met by Wynn Anderson, who gave a
wonderful tour of his gardening activities in El Paso.
We met Wynn at the Centenn ial Muszum on the UTEP campus, where
a series ofvarious Chihuahuan desert habitat gardens are in various
stages of completion. This project is undoubtedly the best public
demonstration garden for native plants in Far West Texas and South
CentalNewMexico. Thegardens aresituated in several beds or plots
of varying sizes. Some of the gardens emphasize special habitats.
For example, there are beds with sandy soils, grassland habitats,
arroyo habitats, running water with small pools, patio environments,
and others. John Freyermuth was able to list approximately 100
species for these gardens. These gardens on the beautiful UTEP
campus will provide a great educational opportunity for teachers
and students ofall levels. [n addition, they danonstrate a great
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variety ofpossibilities to native plant gardeners. Hopefully, these
gardens will stimulate the use ofmore nativeplant gardans in public
areas, to include other educational institutions, as well.
We departed theUTEPcampus andcaravaned tothe home ofWynn
and KymAnderson. There we had arest and enjoyed the cookies and
refreshments that Kym had prepared for us, had lunch and enjoyed
the view over Wynn's backyard.

Wynn's home is located on a westward facing incline just beneath
the steep western slopeoftheFranklin Mountains. This contributes
tocreating a warm microclimatewhere Wynn hasbeen ableto grow
manyplants which normallygrow in slightlywarmer regions. For
example, we found healthy specimens ofEuphorbia antisyphilitica
(candelilla), Guaiacum angustifolium (guayacan), Acacia rigidula
(blackbrush acacia), andAnisacanthus puboulus (pinkyanisacanth)
growing here. All of these plants are normally found in the lower
areas of Big Bend National Park. An amazing variety and quantity
ofplants grow in Wynn's garden. In fact, there are over 400 taxa of
plants growing in this small area. Most ofthem are native to some
part of the Chihuahuan Desert. Many of the penstemons, such as

Penstemon parryi, Penstemon havardii, Penstemon superbus, and
Penstemon pseudospectabilis, were in bloom. These and many
other small flowering plants were attractively planted in the gaps

between large rocks on thewestward facing incline. Wethank Greg
Magee for making the necessary arrangements which made this
excellent fi eld trip possible.

Chapter Meeting and speaker's program, April 14, 1999:
At a brief business meeting, Alice Anderson and other state mem-
bers of NPSNM read and signed a letter dealing with the dispersal
ofconservation funds from the NPSNM treasury. The letter was sent

toNPSNM board member Grace Mason. Terry Peterson presented
a proposal for assisting the city ofLas Cruces in planting areas

adjacent to a bike path near the Rio Grande. Terry suggested that
labor for putting in plants might be available from local high school
clubs or from NMSU fraternities and sororities. After some discus-
sion, chapter members voted for Terrys to continue tolook intothis
matter.The evening's speaker was chapter president, Lisa
Mandelkern. Hertopic,'Native Plants in Autumn and Winter", was
accompanied by stunningly beautiful color slides. Many of our
native plants attractively present themselves throughout much of
the year. Leaves drop and form del i ghtfu | pattern s upon the ground
or colorful stones. Other plants, such as Rhus species, soaphrrys,
legumes, desert willows, and many composites, can be recognized
by their fruits, seed pods, or dried flower structures. Trees and large
shrubs which hold onto seeds attract birds and wildlife which are

active in our region during the fall or winter. Most cacti assume a

winter aspect by shrinking or shrivelling in order toprotect them-
selves from sub-freezing temperatures. Lisa showed some interest-
ing slides of cacti blanketed or capped with bright white snow after
a briefwinter storm. By carefu llyobserving individual plants through
the winter, one can leam ofsubtle behavioral changes which might
otherwise be overlooked. For example, Parkinsonia will drop its
leaflets first and then drop the rernaining central rachises. Coffon-
woods often hold onto their leaves for much of the winter.

Field Trip,April 18,1999: Terry Peterson led a group of I I into
Achenbach Canyon on the west slopes of the Organ Mountains.
Departingfrom thePanAmercan Centerparking lot on theNMSU
campus at 8:15 AM, the group reached the Achenbach Canyon
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trailhead within 20 minutes. Participants wereprovided with a plant
list which had been compiled from several trips to this canyon over
the past 4 years. The group hiked east into the canyon for approxi-
matelyonemile andstopped for lunch neara hilloflargerocks close
to a pass which offered a view into a southern branch of the canyon.
A solar phenomenon known as a sun dog was witnessed by some
ofthe group on the return hike.

Spectacular plants recorded for this field trip were pink flowering
Phlox longifolia var. stansburyi (Stansbury's phlox), white flow-
ering Townsendia exscapa (stemless Easter daisy), white flower-
ing Delphinium wootonii (Organ Mountain larkspur), whiteflow-
ering Mammillaria heyderi (pancake cactus), white flowering
Carphochaeta bigel ovi i (Bigelow's bri stlehead), pale green fl ow-
ering Lycium pallidum (pale wolfberry), white flowering
Calycoseris wrightii (white tackstem), yellow flowering
Machaeranthera pinnati fi da (spiny goldenweed ), yel low fl ower-
ing Malacothrix fendleri (Fendler'sdesert dandelion), white flow-
ering Melampodium leucanthum (blackfoor daisy), white flower-
ing Rafinesquia neomexicana (desert chicory), pale purple flow-
ering Arabis fendleri (Fendler's rockcress), yellow flowering
Lesquerella gordonii (bladderpod), white flowering Lesquerella
purpurea (purple bladderpod), white flowering Fendlera rupicola
(cliff fendlerbush), magenta flowering Dalea formosa (feather
peabush), purple flowering Krameria erecta (stickyrange ratany),
white fl owering Al lium drumm ondi i (Drummond's onion), yel low
flowering Mentzelia albicaulis (whitestem stickleaf), yellow flow-
ering Mentzelia pumila (desert blazing star or velcro plant),
lavender flowering Hibiscus denudatus (naked hibiscus), pink
fl owering Al lionia incarnata (trailing windm il ls), orange-yel low
flowering Eschscholtzia californica sub sp. mexicana (Mexican
poppy), white flowering Plantago patagonica (wooly plantain),
pale blue flowering Eriastrum diffusum (miniature woolstar),
purple-blue fl owering Penstemon fendleri (Fendler penstemon),
red flowering Castilleja integra (Southwestern paintbrush), pink
fl oweri ngGlandularia bipinnatifi da (Dakota vervain), white fl ow-
ering Aphanostephus ramosissimus (mesa daisy), and Galium
microphyllum (bracted bed straw).

Earth Day, April24, I 999:Theyear's activities for Earth Daywere held
in the Las Cruces Downtown Mal l. Terry Peterson and Al ice Ander-
son were our chapter's representatives on the City ofLas Cruces'
Earth Day Planning Committee. Several chapter memhrs volun-
teered tohelp at theNPSNM table from mid-morningthrough mid-
aft ernoon. In form at ion, schedules of local act i vites and membership
applications were distributed to interested visitors. Over 150 native
plant seedlings donated by Terry Peterson were given away. These
seedlings included Parry's Penstemons, Tahoka Daisies,

Ratibidas,Chocolate Flowers, and Gai I lardias.

FieldTrip, May2,1999:
Terry Peterson led a party of 8 on a field trip to Tonuco Mountain,
also known as San Diego Mountain, which is located about 3

miles west of l-25 at a point about 25 milesNNW ofLas Cruces.
The group travelled in two 4-wheel drive vehicles, which were
required for the frnal2 miles of the drive.
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The walking portion of the trip began at the lower (northern)
end ofa small canyon and continued up the canyon wash in a
southerly direction. We soon crossed a small fault. Randy Gray
identified a flammulated owl which we had startled from a small
net-leaf hackberry. A little further up we reached a group of large
boulders covered with fine examples ofJornada style petroglyphs.
Chapter shaman Terry Peterson interpreted the glyphs for the
novices. Afterwards we travelled a short distance in the
vehicles to the shade of a large net-leaf hackberry tree where the
group had lunch.

A Las Cruces chapter field trip to this same area on October 4,
1998 noted l3 flowering plants. But, the trip of May 2,1999
recorded 27 plants in flower in spite of a long period of dry
weather. Those recorded were purple-blue flowering Phacelia sp.
(scorpionweed), yellow flowering Mentzelia pumila (desert blaz-
ing star or velcro plant), pale yellow flowering Nicotiana
trigonophyl la (desert tobacco), purple fl owering Machaeranthera
tenacetifolia (tansy aster or Tahoka daisy), flowering Ephedra
trifurca (longleaf ephedra), yellow fl owering Baileya m ultiradiata
(desert marigold), white flowering Fallugia paradoxa (Apache
pl ume), fl owering lemon yel low Opuntia macrocentra (red joint
pricklypear), yellow flowering Bahia absinthifolia var. dealbata
(lyreleaf Bahia), white flowering Melampodium leucanthum
(blackfoot daisy), white flowering Chamagsyce albomarginata
(rattlesnake weed), orange flowering Eschscholtzia mexicana
(Mexican poppy), yellow flowering Streptanthus carinatus subsp.

carinatus (yellow twistflower), white flowering Rhus microphylla
(littleleafsumac), yellow fl owering Lesquerella gordonii (Gordon's
bladderpod), white flowering Eriogonum annuum (annual buck-
wheat), pink flowering Stephanomeria sp. (wire lettuce), yellow
flowering Trixis californica (trixis), magenta flowering Dalea
formosa (feather peabush), orange flowering Fouquieria
splendens (ocotillo), red flowering Echinocereus coccineus
(claret cup hedgehog cactus), white flowering Calycoseris wrightii
(white tackstem), yellow flowering Opuntia phaeacantha var.
discata (Engelmann's prickly pear), orange flowering Sphaeralcea
fendleri (Fendler's globemallow), and blue-white flowering
Eriastrum diffu sum (miniature woolstar).

Chapter meeting and speaker's program ,May 12,1999:
Lisa Mandelkern, chapter president, conducted a business meet-
ing which preceded the speaker's program. A planning meeting
for next year's state meeting was set up for Saturday, June 5, at
the Ruetzels' home. Alice Anderson read and commented on a
letter from NPSNM Conservation Chair, Grace Mason.

Carolyn Gressitt introduced the evening's speaker, Bruce
Calhoun, President of Save the Rainforest and a former high
school biology teacher from Wisconsin. Mr. Calhoun currently
lives in Las Cruces. The Save the Rainforest organization pro-
motes protection of rainforest habitat through various programs
within poor third world countries. It originated from a high school
project in the late I 980s. Funding and support for the programs
is provided by children in over 20,000 schools world wide. These
programs enable children tobe educated about the rainforest and
involve them in finding solutions. Mr. Calhoun stressed the
importance of working with these peoples to preserve their
cultures which have coexisted with the local habitats for many
years. The funds are also used to lobby governments to set up
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protective parks for these critical habitats so that they will not
be cut down by outside farmers or loggers. Funds are also used
to purchase critical rainforest habitat, protect wildlife from
poachers, and provide environmental education for school chil-
dren in third world countries. So far, Save the Rainforest has
raised over $15 million. This money goes a lot further in poor
third world countries than it would in a wealthy developed
country such as the United States. Operating expenses in 1998
accounted for less than 7.5Yo of Save the Rainforest's total
budget.Calhoun spoke of the incredible amount and diversity of
species within the rainforest. Many of these species are as yet
unknown to science. In one case, a mycologist was able to
document a new speices of fungus in every square meter of
territory that he investigated. Specimens of the same species of
trees are often separated by more than a mile. Thus, cross-
pollination is dependent upon essential pollinators such as

insects, bats, and hummingbirds. Furthermore, he pointed out
that rainforest soils are not good for agriculture, which quickly
depletes them so that large areas become wastelands. It is
virtually impossible to reforest these areas. Loss of rainforest
habitat is affecting world climate. Also, many species are lost
before theyare ever discovered by science. Many of these would
have had potential beneficial uses as medicines or chemicals.
Another reason why Save the Rainforest programs promote the
protection ofindigenous cultures is because these cultures know
of uses for many of the plants. A forth coming book will feature
l4 ofthe parks begun by Save the Rainforest. Calhoun supported
his enthusiastic talk with several illustrative color slides. Anyone
interested in contacting Bruce Calhoun for further information
should write to Save the Rainforest, Inc.; Post Office Box 1627l;
LasCruces, NM 880@. Or send email to saverft@roadrunner.com.

Field Trip, May 16, 1999:
Carolyn Gressitt and John Freyermuth led a party of l4 on a field
trip to Tortugas Mountain, which is located about 3 miles east
of the main campus of NMSU.We carpooled to the southwest
side ofthe hill and slowly made our way uphill via a road which
goes to the NMSU observatories on top. We often spread out
into smaller groups in order to look for cacti and other plants.

Most areas of the small limestone mountain supported diverse
healthy populations of cacti. Some of us were looking for ex-
amples offlowering Echinocereus stramineus (haystack or straw-
berry hedgehog cactus). A few examples of the bril I iant magenta
flowers were seen and photographed. Several individuals no-
ticed a patch of hillside covered with the dried dehisced siliques
of Streptanthus (twistflower), which stood out due to the way
they refracted the light ofthe sun. Other plants in bloom which
wereespecially noticeable included lavender flowering Hibis-
cus denudatus (naked hisbiscus), orange red fl owering Fouquieria
splendens (ocotillo), yellow flowering Psilostrophe tagetina
(paperflower), golden yellow flowering Acacia neovernicosa
(viscid acacia), brilliant yellow flowering Opuntia spp. (prickly
pears), white flowering Rafinesquia neomexicana (desert chicory),
pink flowering Allionia incarnata (trailing windmills), pink
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flowering Stephanomeria sp.(wire lettuce), and a large, nearly-
in-bloom Agave neomexicana (New Mexico agave).

Aft er return in g to the veh icles, most of the group went to the New
Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum for a tour of its nati ve
plant garden and other nearby gardens. The tour was given by
Rosemary Maddox, who has volunteered a lot of her time in
developing a native plant garden for the museum. Rosemary has
made signs for most of the plants and has been working hard to
minimize damage from rabbits. Some ofthe plants were acquired
as gifts. The latest word is that she is still accepting gifts for the
garden. Also, Rosemary would like to hear suggestions from
anyone who knows of special requirements such as soil, water,
transplanting, etc. for any plants in the garden.

Garden Tours and Pot Luck, May 22, 1999:.

Approximately 25 individuals toured three gardens of chapter
members on the afternoon of Saturday, May 22. One might say
the tour started offwith a real bang as we were greeted at the home
of Terry & Marlene Peterson by a brief thunder and lightning
wind-dust-mud storm. However, the trace of rain was not enough
to dampen spirits, let alone the ground, and everyone was

outdoors looking at the native plant plots within 20 minutes.
Terry has put in most of his native plant gardens himself within
the past four years. Many of the plants he raises from seed,

others he buys or receives as donations from fellow native
plant gardeners. While Terry has done more than most would
ever dream of accomplishing, he said that he is just getting
started! We walked around looking at future areas to be trans-
formed into native plant habitats.

The second leg of the tour was at the home of Lisa & Mark
Mandelkern. Over the past few years, Lisa's garden has become

well-known among native plant enthusiasts in the Las Cruces
area. Her garden has been featured in the local newspapers and

for the past several years it has been included on every garden tour
promoted by the local chapter. Lisa's garden is always a favorite.
In additon, to its perennial beauty and harmony, there is always
something new to see there. New plants are carefu | ly added from
year to year, while occasionally, older plants are relocated or
removed if they are found to present problems. Also, little by
little, Lisa is adding new areas to her garden. In several places
she has added her creations in the form ofartistic mosaics and
other objects. Yet, nothing seems out of place in this garden.

The final stop was the home of Will and Virginia Beattie. Like
Lisa, Willand Virginia's homehas been the siteofseveral recent
chapter garden tours. The entrance to their home attractively
mixes cacti gardens and flower gardens with native Chihuahuan
Desert trees and shrubs. Other areas of the gardens feature
various Penstemons, Blue Flax, and other flowers. Will and
Virginia continue to add native gardens in the backyard of their
home. A recent addition features agaves, )ruccas, and various
cacti. The patio on the south side of their house is surrounded
by flowers and shade. It provided the perfect setting for a

wonderful pot luck dinner and a great chance to relax and visit
while enjoying the fine food. Our special thanks to Will and
Virginia for hosting thepot luck thisyear. Also thankstoall who
offered their beautiful gardens and hospitality for this year's
tour.
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The CIero Chapter ofNPS met at the beauti fu I home of Rod and Carol
Beckett near Tularosa 20 March 1999. The evening began with a

delicious potluck.

Len Hendzel presanted the progrnm main ly describing the annual trip
to Mexico with Dr. Spellenberg in August of 1998. He also showed
slides ofplants in the Florida Keys,Everglades,and rural Vermont.
The Hendzelsaccompanied the Bowmans-Jack and Margaret-on the
Mexicantrip. Dr. Spellurbergwasaccompanied by botanist colleagues

from Canada and Las Cruces. The caravan travelled to Cuduhtemoc
where we spent the night at the Tarahumara m otel. The next day was

on to Yecova in the heart of the Sierra Madres. This is a quaint
Mexican town with farming,ranching,and lumbering as the chief
occupations.

A stop was made at Basaseachic National Park featuring a 750'
waterfall into the upper reaches of Copper Canyon. Commerciali-
zation has come to the park since we visited 4 years ago. There are
now a number of tourist shops where there were only a few on the
previous visit. Likewise, visitation is up sharply. Several interesting
plants were in bloom-a red penstemon, tigerida, orange orchid, and
wild begonia. Some of these plants in their native state are more
colorful than the domesticated varieties.

In Yecora we stayed at a hostel operated by the Catholic Church.
Therewemet a fairlylarge scientific contingent from The University
of Arizona and the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. One of the
padres is an arid plant collector and isthe contact for these scientific
groups going there. A recently discovered-1997-plant was to be

further identified, researched, written up,and named. It is found on

several sites near Yecora cemetary.

Some interesting plants found were wild zinnia, bouvardia, wild
pointsetta, red yucca, wild oregano, and huge clumps of evening
primrose. Within an hour, one of the Arizona botany students
collected species at a site east ofYecora. Tom Donaldson,the orchid
expert, collected I I species, many in relatively arid oak-pine sites.

Also collected or identifi ed were a coral snake,small tree frogs, giant
beetles, aturquoisetarantellaand other wildlife. This areaand most
of the remote reaches ofthe Sierra Madres is a delight for botanists
and others in the natural sciences field. No doubt there will be new
plant and animal discoveries here in the years to come.

Otero took their cactus trip down near Orogrande this year without
Dee Umberson-he was missed. The weather was beautiful after a
week of wind mixed at times with blowing mud! Not far from the
highway you realize something of the vastness you are entering.
There is a great variety ofplant life. Many were not yet in bloom so

some are going back later to see ifplants like the haystack cactus are

in bloom in mass. On a new piece of road the land was undisturbed
except for the plants upended by the road building. Some members
tidied up bytaking them home to see ifthey could be saved. Plants
in bloom were Desert Ch i cory with white petals and a m aroon stripe
on the underside of the petals, Rafinesquia neomexicana,
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Tackstem-calycoseris which is similar. Desert dandelion is a very
del icate pale yel low, Stephanomeria tenuifolia-daintysmall pink
flowers on the wire lettuce, feather peabush, Dalea formosa with
bright small purple flowers and a yellow accant. If the yellow is not
there, it means that that flower has been pollinated. In all that vast

area we only saw one sm all clump of Indian paintbrush. Mostly smal I

Goldeneye-Viguiera stenoloba were seen frequantly but they were

for the most part very small compared to those around Alamogordo.
Many patches of short upright onions. One mernber used to live in
this area. Hesaidthepracticeofpromoting an area liketheotrewhere
we were has been quite common over tim e. Everybody is going to get

really rich. There are a lot ofold mines in the area. In fact there was

atrip down tothemines thedayafter our trip.HopefullyDee's dental

problems will be fixed for the next trip down so we can get a cactus

list.

Native Plant Society of New Mexico Grant Funding
As part of its mission to promote a greater appreciation of native
plants, through education and preservation ofspecies and habitats,

theNative Plant SocietyofNew Mexico will fund a limited number of
projects each year that it feels will support the goals ofthe Society.

Proposals may be submitted to anyNPSNM boardmember ortothe
Society at POB 5917, Santa Fe NM 97502-5917. Proposals will be

discussed at the Society's board meetings which take place in the

spring (usually February) and Fall ofeach yeaf . Proposals should be

submitted accordingly for prompt consideration. The following
guidelines should be considered when drafting a proposal.

Types ofProjects:
Funding will be considered for a wide variety of projects that
contributetothe Society's goals. These includeeducational, artistic,
landscaping and special plantings, signage, training, preservation,

and research projects. Projects and organizations recently funded

bytheNPSNM include:
* A field botany course for teachers.
* The Aldo Leopold Education Project.
* TheNMSUherbarium
* The New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council

Proposals should include:
Cover page with title of project and names, addresses, phone num-
bers and ernail addresses ofprimary contacts. Names ofparticipating
individuals and/or groups. A detailed budget including other sources

of funding. A complete description of the project including the

objectives, materials, wtrowill benefit and holV? The timetablefor the

project. Proposals should not be more than 3-4 pages in length.
Awards will be decided by a vote of the Board of Directors.

Wunnoor
HonncuLTURAL

NwMqiaGrutn
DruEhtTobntt
PlontMolsitl LizRobinrcn-Dllb

& Albuqwrqrc,NM
Destgn (505/ 873-2565
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TT{E FAILURES AND SUCCESSES OF THE
BOARD OF THE NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

OF NEW MEXICO
In response to the letter to the editor from Alice Anderson in the
recentNewsletta, Volume)O(XlV, No. 2, I take full responsibilityfon
the fai lures our membership m ight fi nd in the organ ization. I wou ld
be the first to agree with Ms. Anderson that we have not done an
adequate job in communicating with the membership. At the same
time it is important to note that the Board wants to report on both the
meeting activities of the Board and the Treasurer's reports, but
publishing thern in the Newsletter has been a problem. First, the
minutesofthe last Board meeting,l3-14 February, were almost nine
full pages. To publish the complete minutes would have required
space beyondthe limits ofone issueoftheNewsletter. Also, mailing
600 copies, onetoeach member, would notbeawise use ofavailable
funds. Boardmernbers in each chapterhave copiesoftheminutes and
would be pleased to provide copies to members and non-members
who are interested in the activities of the Board. We have an
important purpose, and that is to protect the native flora of New
Mexico and we give our time and energy to that cause. I encourage
you to become better informed of the activities of the organization.

TheN PSNM has never operated on an approved anticipated annual
budget that can be reported on as to where the budget stands at any
time during the budget year, consequently for those not closely
involved with theactivities oftheNPSNM, the Treasurer's report is
just that, a report, usually reported at the end ofthe year. However,
it is an extremely accurate report on our income and how the
membership funds have been allocated by the Board. At the present
time we are working toward the development of an approved antici-
pated budget each year that will make it much easier to show the
membershipwherewearewithin our annual budgetat anytimedwing
the year. More important to the future ofthe organization has been
the decision ofthe Board to establish a system ofgranting funds to
organizations and individuals that develop proposals to carry out
activites that are in keeping with the objectives ofthe NPSNM. ln the
past two years the Native Plant Society has supported a field botany
course for teachers at Western New Mexico University to assist
those teachers in bringing knowledge of the native flora to their
students; has provided funds for student assistants to work in
computerizing the herbarium at New Mexico State University; pro-
videdfirnds totheNewMexico Rare Plant Technical Council, through
the UniversityofNew Mexico, to publish thestudy in progress ofthe
rare plants of New Mexico; provided funds to the Aldo Leopold
Education Project for a facilitator workshop to educate teachers and
other interested conservationists ofthe nature and place and role of
such peopleas AldoLeopold in the historyand value ofconservation
to the future of the nation. These grants are funded with the income
from the investment account of the organization which should
cont inue to provide about $2,000 each year. Th is in vestm ent account
has become available largely from the sale ofposters and books and
from donations from the manbership beyond their regular dues. If
you can, please continue those additional contributions to the
investment account that will allowthis fund to grow.

We seek members who ask important questions, attend Board
meetings and stand for election to the Board ofDirectors. These are
the signs of a viable organization. We were pleased to have nine
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mem bers, not mernbers of the Board, not on ly attended the February
meeting, but more importantlyactively participate in that meeting and
accepted challenging assiglments. Our next Board meeting, 26
August, in association with the Annual Meeting in Albuquerque, 26
thru 29 August, will provide an opportunity for the membership to
again participate in a Board meeting. This will by necessity be a
shortened meeting, but we welcome your participation. Also, the
Annual Meef ing wil I provi de an excel lent opportur ity to m eet a cross-

section ofthemembership, attend lectures, participate in fieldtrips,
toseetheNPSNM in operation, and tomeet awiderangeof folks with
similar interests in the native flora ofNew Mexico.

JackCarter

Volunteers Needd for Tall Grass Prairie Restoration

The Rainwater Basin Wetland Management District is locatedin
south-certral Nebraska. Nearlyall oftheoriginal tal lgrass prairie has
been converted to other land uses. However, over 25,000 acres are
available to begin retuming native plant species to these areas.
Assistance is needed to collect, process, and sow native tall grass
prairie seed. Seed will be collected by various methods including
hand stripping, an ATV pulled seed stripper, and a modified weed
eater stripper. The collected seed is then dried, processed, and
bagged. Seed collection begins in late July and extends through
November, howeverthepeak harvest time is September. Most ofthe
seeding occurs in the late fall through early spring and is broadcast
byhand. Oppornrnitiestoassist with other ongoing projects wiIIalso
be available. Individual(s) must have a valid drivers liscense and be
wi ll in g to leam to operate a four wheel dri ve p ickup and an A ll Terrain
Vehicle. Must havean interest in Tall Grass Prairieand bewillingto
learn to identifu 20+ species of native plants. Must be able to work
independently and be able to lift and carry up to 40 pounds. Must be
willing to get dusty and dirty. A minimum of one month stay is
required. Beginning and urding dates are negotiable.
A furnished two bedroom trailer and,/or a trailer pad and hookups
are available. A small stipend will be provided to covsr meals and
expenses. To apply send a resume.and the nameVaddresses of 3
referencesto U.S.FishandWildlifeService
Attn:Tom Koerner
P.O.Box 1686

Keamey,NE68848
tom-koerner@mail.fivs.govor(309)236-50 l 5 ert23
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The Native Plant Society of New Mexico has both a conservation committee and a conservation fund that is supported with l0% of
society dues. The accounting and expenditure of this fund for conservation purposes has, to date, been erratic. On 19 May 1999, NPS-
NM President Jack Carter directed me to reconstruct the history of the NPSNM Conservation Fund and to calculate its current balance.
The Society's archives, housed at the NMSU Library, reveal the following history.

On l0 Feb I 991 , the NPSNM Board of Directors approved a I 0% designation from membership dues to the Conservation Fund. On 26
Oct 1991, the Board placed $ 100 in the Conservation Fund. The Treasurer's Report for 1991, showed income from dues as $4349.50.
Ten percent, or $434.95, would have been placed in the Conservation Fund. On l2 Sep 1992, The Board directed the Treasurer to
account for the Conservation Fund separately. The Treasurer's Report for 1992 was not in the archives but a balance forward was
indicatedfor 1993. On I I Sep l993,theBoarddisbursed$200toGilaWatchfromtheConservationFund. TheTreasurer'sReportfor
l993,presantedtotheBoardonl3Feb1994,includedaseparateaccountingoftheConservationFund. Fromthenon,recordsare
continuous, although separate accounting was discontinued.

The history of the Conservation Fund from 1993 to the present is shown in the following table. Numbers are rounded to the nearest
dollar.

Native Plant Societv of NewMexico CONSERVATION FullD (Prepared24Mav1999)

Year Description Plus Minus Balance

l9y3 Treasurer'sReport,l993dues4l36
Conservation Fund:

Balance forward 797
l0% l993dues 414 l2ll
Contribution from T. Wootten 50 126l

l99l 1994 dues 4509 451 l7l2
1995 1995 dues 5380 538 2250
1996 1996 dues, regular 3950 395 2&5

dues, friends ll04 I l0 2755
1996 Disbursement to SW Center for Biological Diversity 500 n55
lW7 1997 dues: regular 45ll 451 nM

dues,friends l4M 140 2W
1998 1998 dues: regular 579 579 ?/t25

dues, friends 1252 125 3550

Anymember whowishes documentation for these calculations maywrite to me at 600 E. ColoradoSt,#22,Las Cruces, NM 88001-3390.
From the above, there should now be $3550 available for conservation purposes. I will ask President Jack Carter, Conservation
Chairman Grace Mason, and Chapter Representative Greg Magee to present this table to the Board at their next meeting (cunently
scheduled for 26 Aug.) I will also ask thern to present resolutions to disburse the conservation fund to one or more of the four organiza-
tions the Las Cruces Chapter recommended to Ms. Mason in April 1999. These were The Nature Conservancy, Share with Wildlife,
Forest Guardians, and the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity. Ms. Mason stated that all these organizations are exemplary,

having made significant and ongoing contributions to conservation.

Our Conservation Fund's current balance of over $3500 looks like a lot ofmoney, but averaged over our approximately 530 manbers, it
is only $6.70 per member. The Conservation Fund looks even smaller when compared with our assets. On I Jan 1999, we had
956,298.73 in cash, or about $ 105 per member. In non-cash assets last February we had about $30,000 in book and poster invantory
Our cash and non-cash assets together are over $86,000 or about $ 162 per manber. The Treasurer's Report shows no liabilities.
Donating $6.70 per member to activist conservation organizations is not a major step.

OurbylawssaythatthepurposeoftheSocietyistopromoteeducation,research,andconservation. Atitsl3-14Feblgggmeeting,the
Board donated $ 1800 to educational organizations and $2000 to research organizations totaling $3800 for oneyear. The $3500 in the
Conservation Fund is a seven years' accumulation. Let us stop slighting conservation. Let us disburse our Conservation Fund.

Sincaely,
Alice Anderson, Chapter Conservation Chairman, Las Cruces Chapter
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Mark your Calendar!!
NM NATIVE PLANT SOCI ETYANNUAL MEETI NG

Theme: "Wetland and Riparian Plant Communities ofCentralNew Mexico"
August 26-29,1999

Plan to attend ! Four days of Speakers, Tours, Workshops and Fun. Friday night BBQ at Wildtife West with
CowboyBandandBird Show; SaturdaynightBanquet& Speaker. Bringdonationsofcraft items,plants, books
etc. forsilent auction

Meeting to be held at Howard Johnson's Conference Center, 1 5 Hotel Circle, Albuquerque, NM (ust north of
the Eubank exit offI-4O (mile marker I 65)).
Participantsareresponsibleformakingtheirownaccommodationarrangements.
Accommodations : Howard Johnso n, (5 0 5 ) 2 9 6 - 48 52
SingleRoom $49
Double/Triple/Quad,perroom $53
NearbyFacilities: TheOwlrestaurant,JB'sRestaurant

There are two nearby RV Parks, both offCentral Ave. At exit I 66 from I-40 (call for directions):
KOA Kampground at 12400 Skyline Rd. NE, Ph.296-2729----exit 166, then South I block;
andBest Westernat 12999 CentralAve. NE. Ph.298-7426-ll spaces.

Schedule of Events
Thursday Morning, August 26
9:0G'12:00 NPSNMBoardMeeting
Thursday Afternoon, August 26
I l:00 Registration Opens
l:fi!'5:00 Speakers:
100 Chris Stubben & Kelly Gallagher, NMSU BiologyDept., "Conservation and Management Strategies ofYellowColum-

bines Based on Systematic Studies"
130 Jim McGrath, Ecologist, Volunteer Plant Technician, UNM Herbarium, "Botanical Collections in Wetlands ofRio Arriba

County, NM, Summer I 998"
2S0 Gretchen Norman, White Sands Missile Range, "Status Report and Knowledge of Federal and State Listed Flora on

White Sands Missile Range"
230 Aspan Evans, Manager, Santa Ana Nurseries, & Todd Caplan, Director, Department ofNatural Resources for Santa Ana

Pueblo. "Reclaiming the Bosque on the Santa Ana Pueblo Lands"
300 Break
330 Patricia Gegick, Research Technologist, Biology Dept., UNM, "Characterization ofPollen from Plants in theAlkaliFlats

Area ofNew Mexico."
4S0 OndreaC. Linderoth-Hummel, Biologist, Program Manager, AlbuquerqueOpan SpaceDiv., "Wetlandand Riparian

Protection & Restoration in the Albuquerque Open Space Program."
430 Matthew F. Schmader, Anthropologist, Asst. Supt. Albuquerque Open Space Div., "The Bosque Past-Evidence from

Fossils, Archaeolory, and History."

5:30 Wine & Cheese Garden Party at Beth Herschman's home. Come and enjoy the garden, get acquainted, and have a little
appetizer. Many good restaurants on Montgomery, nearby. See map for directions.

Friday Moming, August 27
7:30 RegistrationOpens
t:00-10:fi) Organizations set up Exhibits; me€tings of local/state groups
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l0:0G12:00 Workshops:
I ) l0:00 a.m. Plant Identification Workshop, (2 hours) Leaders: DeWitt Ivey & Jack Carter. On anybotany field trip the following
questions are common: "Hey, do you know the name of this plant?" "How can I tell ifthis plant is native or introduced?"
"Would this plant grow in my yard?" "What life zone are we in?" This twohow workshop is designed to help each individual
become their own teacher, to better understand and make use of the floristic literature available to New Mexicans, and to develop
the skills required to identifu the flora that surrounds them. Above all, the leaders want the participants to have fun working with
the plants that are a part oftheir daily lives. Participants should bring the books they currantly use to identiry the flora where
they live and plant specimens they wish to identifr. The leaders will also provide several plant species for the participants to
identify during the workshop. It should be fun. (Limit 24)

2a) I 0 :00 a.m. Native Plant Propagation ( I -hour- repeats at I I :00)
2b) I l:00 a.m.Native Plant Propagation:PresenterMichelleJepperson, Research SpecialistwithNMSUAg. ScienceCenterand
NRCS plant materials center. Assisted by Peggy Wells, owner of Desert Spring Nursery. This one hour workshop provides you
with the basic skills needed to grow your own native plants. The subjects covered will include: Collection and cleaning of seeds,
pre-treatments and sowing; soil mixes and containers; and propagation by cutting. The workshop will start with discussion and,
conclude with some hands-on experience with seed and vegetative propagation. Participants will get to take home flats of seeds

they have sown and plants they have propagated. (Limit 30 people. Participants should choose either the l0:00 or the I I :00 a.m.
session)

3) l0:00 a.m. Photography Workshop.(2 hours) Several Fine Photographers will take participants intothe field with their cameras
and discuss lighting, camera angles, etc. with regard to getting the best photographic results when taking pictures of plants.
(Limit: I 0 participantsper instructor)
l2:00 noon- Lunch on your own.

Friday Afternoon, August 27

1:00-4:00 Speakers:
100 MayorJimBaca--Welcome
130 TomTumey,StateEngineer,"WaterinNewMexico"
zffi Jeffiey Henick, Research Scentist, Jornada Experimental Range, on "Dynamics: SoilA.Iative Vegetation/ Climate"
2:30 Break

3S0 Robyn Tierney, State Land Office, "Coal Mine Reclamation."
330 Al Medina, Research Ecologist, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Flagstafl 'Non-Native Ungulates and Native Plant

Interactions in the Southwest."
400 Roger Alink, founder, Wildlife West Nature Park, "Wildlife Habitat Creation on a Budget."

5:00 Tour Wildlife West, followed by BBQ dinner, wildlife show and Cowboy band. ($ l3lperson)

August 28, Saturday
8:00 RegistrationOpens
9:00-12:00 Speakers:

9:00 Dan Scurlock, environmental historian, archaeologist, naturalist, "Effect ofHumans on Middle Rio Grande Basin
Riparian Zones from AD 1540 to hesent"

9:30 Sandra Lynn, historian, writer, naturalist, "A Natural and Cultural History ofthe Rio Grande Cottonwood"
1000 Chick Keller, naturalist, "Riparian Species ofthe Rio Grande, White Rock Canyon Area"
10:30 Break

I100 Sarah Wood, et al., Assistant Ecologist with NMNHP, "Vegetation ofthe River Bars along the Middle Rio Grande"
I 130 Beth Anderson, Santa Fe Botanical Garden Administrative Coordinator, and MaryAnn Walz, Santa Fe Community

College Environmental Managernent hogram Coordinator, "Ecologyand Envirmmental Education atLeonora Curtin
Natural History Area, (managed by the Santa Fe Botanical Gardan)"

1200 Adjourn: For lunch (on your own), workshop or tours.
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12:30..2:30 Workshop 'Cooking Wild": Otero NPS Chapter. This workshop will cover harvesting, preparation, and sampling of
wild edibles. The wild edibles will include cattails, mesquite bean, nuts, cactus, herbs, yucca, greens, berries, and more. The
recipes are collected in a small cookbook made by the group of hand-made paper, available for a small donation. A paper-making

dernonstration will show how the cookbooks are made. Following th e I Yzhour progtam, fircds can be sampled from the recipes in
the cookbook, and door prizes will be given away. The Cooking Wild group presented the program at the TexaVltJew Mexico
State NPS Meeting in 1996 and to the New Mexico State Garden Club in 1998. This was such a hit that we asked thern to do it

again, for us. The Otero NPS Chapter hosts an annual wild edible potluck for its members. (Limit: 40, $25 per person)

l:0G'5:30 Tours: Participants should choose one of the following:

A. Join native plant specialist Bob Parnington on a tour ofthe Santa Fe Botanical Garden's Leonora Curtin Natural History
Area, a 35-acre preservejust south of Santa Fe. One ofthe few rernaining natural Cianegas in the area, LCNHA is home

to a rich diversity ofplants and wildlife. See a variety of habitats including a pond and cattail marsh, grass and wild-
flower meadows, and drier, mixed-grass uplands. Travel time to the preseve is I hr. Tour of the preserve will run I % to 3

hours (depanding on group interests). No fee will be charged, but donations to SF Botanical Gardens are gratefully
accepted. Carpooling recommended. (Limit 30)

B TourRio GrandeValley StatePark (RGVSP)dOndrea Linderoth-Hummel. Participants will take a3-4 hourtour ofthe Rio
Grande Valley State Park-a 5000+ acre Park preserving the Rio Grande bosque in the Greater Albuquerque Area. The
boundaries are Sandia Pueblo on the North and Isleta Pueblo on the south. Driving time to trailhead is @ Vzhour
(Alameda Blvd. Parking lot west of Rio Grande Blvd). The Alameda Wetland project, there, was constructed to restore

habitat in the Middle RGVSP and provide a haven for wildlife. We will go to a pole planting site in the bosque where

restoration of native cottonwoods has been successful; next hike along the Bosque Trail to Paseo del Norte bridge and

view a site where tamarisk has been removed and replanted with cottonwood and other native species. Then hike along
the Paseo del Bosque Trail along the east side ofthe river to return to the parking lot. Carpooling recommended. (Limit
?5)

C A 3 hour Tour of Perea Nature Trail and White Mesa gypsum area, near San Ysidro w/ Bill Dodson. Travel time to
Perea hiking trailhead @ I hr. Hiking about I mile through level area along a riparian area ofthe Rio Salado, a desert

stream. This developed trail in an area recently excluded from grazing is typical central New Mexico desert. Expect

typical desertflowers: Compositae(Chrysothamnus, Erigeron,Gutierrezia, Malacothrix, Sonchus, Scorzonera),

Boraginaceae (Cryptantha), Chenopodiaceae (Atriplex, Sarcobatus), Fabaceae (Dalea), Oleaceae (Eleagnus), Poaceae

(Hilaria, Oryzopsis), Solanaceae(Lycium),Tamaricaceae (Tamarix), Hydrophyllaceae (Nama, Phacelia), andmanyothers.
Additional hike within a l5 minute drive from the Perea nature trail is the White Mesa gypsum area where new species of
Townsendia, Phacelia and Mentzelia have recently been discovered. A one hour or more hike in this area on nearly level

terrain.(Limit30)

D. A two-hour tour of Santa Ana Pueblo Rio Grande Bosque Restoration Area. Driving time to Santa Ana @ I hour.

Requires high clearance vehicles-we will drive overland, not on road. Carpooling is a MUST. Tour Leader, Todd
Caplan. This is a special tour which required an OK by the Pueblo Leaders and not generally available to the public.
(Limit25 in 6 to7 vehicles)

E On yourown: Tour RioGrandeNature Center (@ | /zhr), Albuquerque Botanical Garden (@ l%hr,) & Aquarium (@ I
hr), Xeriscape Garden (@%hr.) andRose Garden (@314 hr). (Maps and Info Provided). Lunch is available at the
Aquarium's restaurant with a view ofthe fish tanks providing entertainment.

August 28, Saturday Evening

7:fi)pm. Banquet & Silent Auction, Speaker, JackCarter, NPSNM Pres.
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August 29, Sunday

8:30a.m. Tours: Participants should choose one ofthe following:

F. A2to4 hour tour of East Fork ofthe Jernez River, Tour Leader, Bill Dodson. Driving time to hiking trailhead about 2
hours. Hiking about 2 miles in and 2 miles back-shorter if you prefer. Easy, almost level riparian area along a mountain
stream. The trail for this popular hike is well maintained and passes through a meadow area which was heavily grazed
until two or three years ago. The absence of cattle for the last couple of years has allowed may wildflowers to come
back. Expecttypical mountainflowers: Cruciferae(Capsella, Descurainia,Dithyrea, Erysimum,Lesquerella, Rorippa),
Rosaceae(Fragaria, Geum, Pentapylloides, Potentilla), Onagraceae(Epilobium, Oenothera), Geraniaceae(Geranium),
Umbelliferae(Angelica, Cicuta, Pseudocymopterus), Polanoniaceae(lpomopsis, Polemonium), Boraginaceae
(Mertensia), labiatae(Monarda, Prunella) Scrophulariaceae(Pensternon, Verbascum), Campanulaceae (Campanula),
Compmitae (Achillea, Arternisia, Aster, Bahi4 Brickeli4 Chrysanthunum, Dugaldia, Erigeron, Helianthus,
Machaeranthera, Pericome, Rudbeckia, Thelesperma, Senecio, Heliomeris), andmanyothers.

G About 20 minutes drive to where tour begins at Elena Gallegos Picnic Area, the tour follows the Pino Mountain Trail into
the Sandia Mountains. Part ofthe Albuquerque Open Space Division, this I % to 2 hour walk on an easy uphill (and
downhill) trail will focus attention on geology, cultural history, local plants and animals and other subjects and pro-
cesses thatbecome apparent aswe go along.. Tour Guide Provided (Limit 35, with limitedparking-PLEASE CARPOOL)
There is usually full exposure to the sun, so wear a hat & sunscreen; bring water.

Ft On your own: Tour Rio Grande Nature Center (@ | %hr), Albuquerque Botanical Gar den (@ l%hr.\ & Aquarium (@ I
hr), Xeriscape Garden (@%hr.) and Rose Garden (@ 3/4 hr) on own. (Maps and Info Provided). Lunch is available at
the Aquarium's restaurant with a viewofthe fish tanks providing entertainment.

Registration Form
(PleasePrint)

Name

Name
Please use nomes as you wish them to oppeu on your name tag.)
Address

City State_ Zip

Phone: E-Mail

Advance registration fee for members: $ l5l person or $20 /couple.
Non-memberadvanceregistration: $27lpersonor$32lcouple.

($ l2 may be applied to membership, ifdesired)
(Additional $5/person for registration after July 15.) Number _ Cost:

I will attend the following:
FridaynightBBQ $13 Perperson Number_Cost:
Saturday night Banquet $21 Perperson Number_Cost:_
Sat. 12:30 Cooking Wild Workshop $25 Per person Number _ Cost:
First & Second Choice Friday Workshop #_#_
First & Second Tour (Letter(s) Saturday,_ or _ Sunday, or _

Total Costs

Please cut off Form and mail payment to NPS by July 15, 1999
c/oAlbuquerque Garden Center, l0l20 Lomas Blvd.r I\Er Albuquerquer l\M 871 l2
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Consenation Clues from Grace Mason

Come prepared totheNPSNMAnnual Meeting! Take advantage

ofspeakers working at the cutting edge ofconservation issues.

At the question period your thought may be the one to make

sense for Native Plant Society members.Among others, you will
hear State Engineer Tom Turney on New Mexico's water crisis.
Essential up-to-date background articles on water are found in
New MexicoJournal of Science, Vol. 38, Nov. 1998, "Water Re-

sources in New Mexico."Published by N.M. Academy of Sci-
ence, this issue is available at N.M. Museum of Natural History
and Science, 1 801 Mountain Road, NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104,

or at the Water Resources Research Institute in Las
Cruces.Essential background on historical interpretations of
"beneficial use"will be found in Susan Tweit's telling descrip-
tions of the history of the Rio Mimbres(river of willows) in her

book Barren, Wild and Worthless published by theUniversity of
New Mexico Press in I 995.Tweit quotes the New Mexico Con sti-
tution: "Beneficial use shall be the basis,the measure, and the

limit of the right to the use of water." Will legal interpretations
of beneficial use change? How does interstate right to water in
the Rio Grande affect the water budget in New Mexico? Federal
lands and tribal nation lands? What is the State's program for
making water available?At the NPSNM Annual Meeting at

Albuquerque, we can try to look into the future and prepare to
express choices.

The Native Plant Societv of New Mexico
1105 Circle Drive
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88005

ADDRESS CORRECTION REOUESTED
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