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Calendar
Glenn Niners wlll neet with the Albuquerque Chapter.

Albuquerque Chapter will neet at tbe Muserm of Albuquerque,
Roger Peterson of Santa Fe will present the progranttAlplne Plants of Northern New Mexlcor'.

Southeast Chapter meets at the Menorial Secreation Centert
807 north lllssourl, Roswell at 7'.3O p.E. Boger Peterson
will dlscuss the research be and Iris Ilavid bave conducted
at Bltter Lakes Natlonal Wlldlife Befuge. 0n Saturdayt
March L7, Roger will take all interested persons on a fleld
trip to Bitter Lakes.

Otero/Lincoln Chapter meets for an edible pot luck at
Toad and Lucille Wllsonst a,t, 2;OO p.m. Take the road golng
north out of La Luz and go about seven nlles. Stay on tbe
paved road. You wlll come to an apparent dead end--a
cattle guard and a sign llsting the people vho llve beyond
the cattle guard. wllsons' is the flrst place on the left.
Santa le Cbapter meets in lloom 122, St. Jobnrs College.
The program wi I I be t'Drousbt-endurlng P lants f or I our
Corners Landscaping0 by Robert Cox of White &ock.

Las Oruces Chapter meets in fioom L56 of tbe Agriculture
Building, NMSU campus. Pat Penfield will present a slide
show and discussion onttl'alI Color and How Plants Adapt to
Itinterr'.

Santa Fe Chapter will bave a Sprlng walk down tbe 81o
Grande, starting fron Buchnan WelIs &r€o.

Albuquerque Chapter will neet at the Museun of Albuquerqueo
John V. Brown witt present the progran ttPbotography of
Natlve P lantsrr .

Natlve Plant Sales at Albuquerque and Alamogordo. Please
fii-T'eTdTTF 6-nT-ert pase .



Apri I 0tero/tincoln Chapter: ilid-April, Jobn Morton, 437-4552,will call those people interested ln the cacti at
Orogrande. Dee Umberson wlll lead the trip. Date wlll
depend on the weatber. Let John know if you want to go
and he wlll call you.

Santa Fe Chapter meets at St. Johnrs Colleger Eoom 122.
noger Peterson and Iris David will present tbe program
"Gypsum-tolerant and other Sprine i lorvers of Bitter Lakes
ttaiional Wildlife Sefuger'.

Southeast Chapter meets at Itlemorlal Recreatlon Centert
807 tlorth Mlssourir loswell. Yvonne Jones of Capitan will
glve a program on splnning, weaving and dyeing wool using
natural natlve dyes and man-made dyes,

Otero/Llncoln Cbapter meets at Nancy Huttors at 2:00 p'n.
for a tour of natlve plants in tbe Tularosa area. TurD
west at Tastee Freeze on the highway in Tularosa and go
about one and one-half niles down that road untit it dead-
ends. Turn right. Nancyrs house is tbe first one on the
left.

Aprl I 18

Apri r r9

AprlL 29

NATLVE PLAN! W, Aprll 21, by Alamogo-rdo Chapter members at
fTffio-gofro Gariien Centerr &Gross f rom the Library on Tenth Street,
from 9:00 &.8t. to 4300 p.m. Tom Wootten of Dry Country Plant Farm
of Las Cruces and Judith Phillips of Bernardo Beach Native Plant
tr'arm will bring plants to seII. ADY plants you want to pot for
sale will be fine. Lucille Wllson says ten per menber would be a
good start. There will be a booth witb membership applications
ind with Nancy Hutto selling books, Thls sale is- Alarnogordor s
chapter annual fund raiser beginnlng this year. _{ot more infor-
matlon and to volunteer your services, call Lucille Wllson
at 474-L5o6.
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President's Messqge
I recently attended a public

meeting of the Goals fOr Albuquer-
que Committee. I rm glad to report
that several of the committeers
goals, such as streetscdping,
parks, etc.e promoted the use of
native plants wherever possible.
Hopefully, tbe City of Albuquerque
will adopt the committeers rBC-
commendations, and other cities
and towns throughout New llexico
will follow tbeir example.

0n a personal note, I am very
concerned witb the proposed
flights over the Glla area by the
U.S. Air lorce. Up to twelve
sonic booms per day are projected
over an area whlch contains
twenty breeding pairs of pere-
grine falcons as well as other
wildlife. If you are as con-
cerned as I am about tbis matter,
please write and express your
feelings to

Senator Pete Domenici
Room 5D434
Dirkson Building
ll'ashington D.C. 20510

Ted Eodoba

He I lo,
Lisa Johnston and Judlth

Pbillips have worked to nake tbe
Newsletter editorial transitlon
smooth and the files neat. We

regret any errors of omlssion or
connission in this issue. Your
comments and subnissions are
always welcone bqt because the
Newsletter space is linitedr w€
t5'f66Tine be unable to publish
every tblng we would llke to.

That space llnltation is why we
have jammed paragrapbs and edlted
our happy, Iong-winded introduc-
tion down to! Tbank your Lisa and
Judith. And to all fiembers, Eil
Keep those cards and letters
c oming.

Chapter Reports
Albuquerque Chapter: At our
January neetlng, Jobn Egbert,
State Director of the Nature Con-
servency, presented a lovely and
informative slide progran on the
wlldflowers of the Glla area,55fr
of tbe plant specles found in New
Merlco occur in thls area whlch is
lnfluenoed W the Sonoran, Chlbu-
huan, Rocky Mountains, Great.
Basln and Great Plains regions of
the country.

In Februaryr Judlth Phlllips
gave an ercellent presentation
on seed propagatlon. Thls always-
popular progran drew a record
crowd of J2 people to our meeting.
Judlth has wrltten a book which
sbould be released by tbe end of
tbe year, and wblcb wlII be an
ercellent source for native plant
enthuslasts.

Sogtheast @pter.l In Noveuber,
Gffi'a'eel-?-n-5iche o I o gl s t wl th
BLM assisted by Terry Keln gave a
sllde show and dlscusslon of
archeology ln this or€oo Ann, in
addltion to the lnterestlng pro-
gram erplalned some of BLItlrs work
and concern wlth archeolory. It
seems typlcal with BLMrs people
that they are both lnforned and
lnvolved wlth the Bureaurs work.

For Decenber, our guest was'blologist Jesse Juen of BLM from
Carlsbad who sbowed slides of his
recent study of endangered plants
ln SE New lderlco. He erplalned
areas of interest and responsi-
btlities of BLM and other
agencies, such as Flsb and lflld-
life Servlce, wlth rare and
endangered natlve plants.

In January, Jerry Alnsworth
stirred up lnterest in the
menbers by guiding then in keylng
blooning plants, wlth the use of
slides and microscope.

Februaryr Vera Eeff ley gave an
interestlng slide and talk show
about blrds you night see when
out searching for native plants,

t
George and llyrtle Finley



Story of the Yellow Penstemon
By Gussie Schooley

In the U.S. there is little chance of finding a new species of plant.
The next best experience is to find a color break witbin a species. In
late July of 1965 I td gone fron our bome Dear Montezuma, N.M., up tbe
Gallinas Canyon on state road 6S to its ending at Evergreen Valley.
Here a forest road follows the Gallinas River. By-the road among the
vivid reds of Penstemon Bar-@.1!5 a yellow barbatus' wand was extremely
noticeable. 

-

Years of wi ld flower srowing had taught me that for any chance of
success with noving a blooming plant, the bloon must be cut off. I was
teaching at Highlanos U. that srmmer and was pressed for tirne so decided
to nark the plant and get seed later. I was fortunate that nobody
picked the wand of yellow bloon and in the fall I gathered tbe seed.

lftspts2rrms. is at 7000r altitude and we lived in a pine forest so had
cool and shady summers. 0n perennial seedlings I seldon got blooning
plants the first year but in 1955 did get a few blooming plants, all
ted, from the seed of the yellow flowered penstemon.

Despite wind, hail, racoons, dog and cat damage I had three plants
wlth yellow bloon in t67. I enclosed them against aninals and hand
pollinated them.

Word of my success went out via the Anerican Penstemon Soclety.
Glen Vlehneyer at the North Platte, Nebraska Station of tbe University
of Nebraska wrote and asked for seeds or plants.

My husband and I were headed for the Black HiIIs so we went via
North Platte. The Viebmeyers took us on a daylong bird-watch of the
thousands of cranes, ducks and geese. 11€ saw both the sage grouse and
lesser prairie cbicken booming.

The Viehmeyers were two of the wonderful
of finding a genetic break wlthin a specieso
it penstemon @ulbatus forna f lavlflorus. He

people we met as a result
At that time Glen called

could grow a generation a
--||_year ln a greennouse.

After two years work with the yellow penstemonr Glen decided it had a
gene for rself destructr. I was finding the same thing. Early, I had
found I could rogue the plants and save those tbat would be yellow
flowered as they would have no trace of red in the green seedling. I
was gettlng some unattractive pinks ratber like an unripe tomato and
strangely enough, some very attractive cerise and purples. However,
I was growing !0 kinds of penstenon so tbere was undoubtedly accidental
hybrldlzation.

I had been in correspondence with Josephine de Henry of the de Henry
Botanlcal Besearch Center, In the J0t" I)r. Pennell, gg t'scropbr'man of
United Statesr collected a yellow flowered barbatus in ehihuahua, ilterico
whicb was placed in the National Herbarlun of the Srnlthsonian. He had
given Josepbine de Henryrs mother some seed off the herbarlum sheet and
sherd grown it for a few years before the strain ran out.

llhen I heard that Glen Viehneyer had died, I had a sense of great.
personal loss of a close friend. I thought that would be the end of
tbe research.

Dale Lindgren has continued the hybridizing and with success. Now
It years of my work and othersr work has resulted in a really stunning
yellow cultivar with many, many stems packed with bloom.

You can imagine our pleasure to have had this cultivar named
"schooleyIs Yellowrt. Professor Lindgren said they are contlnuing tbeir
research and though they have found several cream and whlte flowered
selections in progeny of yellow crosses, they have not been very
attractive or bearty.
Editorrs note: Gussie now lives in Roswell. She is a fine botanist.
4



FWIing HiSh
By Roger Petcrson

Hawhnoths (sphinx moths,
rd notbs) are erempt fron
ots tough new Flying tfihile
sd law, but theyrd better

sand lily, The Grants report no
hawlonoth f lowers ln tenpeiate N6rth
Anerlca ln several najsr aninal-
polllnated families; composltes,
legrmes, ui.nts, .boragese and
hydrophylls. Hawkmoth records for
these Eroupsr or noth deaths due to
drunkenness, would be of interest.

f'lowers that bloon ln the
sprlng deserve better than being
photographed wlth color flln tbat
bas been so long ln the camera
that the color balance has gone
bad.

Now ls a good tlne to flnlsh
shootlng that roll you put ln
nonths agoo Avallable subJects
lnclude fanlly pets and sk;rscapes"

Carefully blow out dust and
filn chlps after unloading the
camera. Donrt touch the nlrror or
shutter curtalns on slngle lens
refler cameraso Gently clean the
Iens with a soft brusb or lens
tlssue. Nevet use eyeglass clean-
lng products.

Shop for flln wlth an exPira-
tion date at least a year awayt
flln that ls fast but not too fast
for your canera. Many cemeras can
not correctly expose the new fast
fi lm such as Kodacolor VR lO00 in
brlght ffeht witbout a sui,table
neutral density filter. Store
flln ln the refrigerator lf not to
be used soono

George t'1nley
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related Jinson weed (D. stranonium).ttThe hawknoths seem t6-tfone--
intoxicated on lt. Tbey seem to
like it and come back for morertt
according to the Grants. All parts
of datura plants are deadly poisons
for hnmans"

Manduca and Hyles species are
tueEffi'th viET6'is io datura,
The flve-spot Manduca has a
proboscts ll t-Tffi. long, to
match daturars corolla tube of
l0-l I cm.

In another article (Bot" Gaz.
I44z 439-449) the Grants survey
hawkrnotb f lowers. In tbe South-
west, specles of 0nagraceae
(evening prlmroses) and Nycta-
*elnaceae (four-orclocks) predon-
inate, they report. (tvty own
observations near Santa Fe find the
faniliar Hvles lineatus overwhelm-

-
lngly on 6ffi5E'rETtEE phlox
famllyr perhaps tbe fourth most
inportant group in the Grantsl
continent-wlde survey. ) 0ther hawk-
moth flowers recorded for New
Slexico are columblnes ' cacti , meno-
dora (olive fanily), rock trunpet
(dogbane famlly), Nlcotiana as well
as Datura in the potato fani lY 'zepElFTity (anaryIIls fanily) and

eE.&

Drought Tolerant & Native
Landscape Ornamentals

Bernardo Beach Native Plant Farm
Star Route 7, Box 145

Veguita, New Mexico 87062



Germination Recipe
By Judith Phillips

For gardenera tbo prefer seed-
ing directly in beds or prepared
plots outdoors, spring winds and
other climatlc vagarles can delay
gernlnation while cool soil
temperatures give soll borne dis-
eases the upper hand. Many arid
land plants have seed coats that
repel noisture until successive
leaching removes gernination
barriers.

Presprouting seed can solve the
problen of erratic gernination in
the fieldr but transferring ger-
minants to the cold cruel world
may be fatal. A Pregermination
technioue described in Horticulture
Marcb igSl (sowlne @Fluid Gel by Elizabeth Daniels,
FFI-I2:I5') may provide a solutlon.

Seeds are sprouted nuch llke
mung bean or alfalfa salad sptoutst
either on damp towellng or in
screened-Iid g.lass Jars. Boger
Kliner extenslon associate at
CorneI I Unlversi ty 

' 
-deve lop€d 'a

recipe for a cornstarch neditrn
that is sinple and readilY
available. The aim is to Produce
a gel tbe consistency of shamPoo
that comes ln a tube, flowable
but not watery, using tbree level
tablespoons of cornstarch, give or
take a teaspoon or two, Per Pint
of water. t'To Prepare the gel,
put the cornstarch and cold water
into a pan and stir thoroughlY.
Bring to a full boil' stirring
cbnstantly. Continue stirring
while you cool it quicklY to luke-
warm by setting the Pan in cold
water. Stirring is imPortant
because it Prevents lumPing, a
disaster at the Planting stage.

Put a sandwich-size plastic
bag in a cupr one corner down,
witb the edges of the bag draped

6

over the rim. Pour ln about four
ounces of cooled gel. DroP tbe
newly germinated seeds in and
stir gently' but thoroughlY. The
seeds must be unifornly suspended.
Twist the toP of tbe bag.

Take bag and scissors to Your
waiting furrow. Holdlng the
twisted top, invert the bag so
tbat the corner that was fllled
is up. Snip off the cornert
making a hole just a blt bigger
than the seeds. HoId the bag uP
until you are readY to 8o.

To plant the seeds, walk along
tbe rowr extruding the gel into
the furrow as evenlY as Possible.
Itrs like squeezlng toothPastet
though gravity does most of the
work. Cover the gel with a llttle
Iess (soll) tnan You would use
for dry seeds. Water immediatelYt
just enougb to moisten the soil.
ihe water belPs roots establlsh
contact with the soil and PerhaPs
washes away excess gel.tt

KIlne recomnends getting a feel
for the procedure using sandwich-
size bags, but once You bave the
hang of it, you can graduate to
bigger bags with more gel and
seed.

The nethod is Proving useful
ln f ol ling I'the f rustratior-s of
bad weathdrt' on veg€tabl€ cropse

For less formal Plantings than
row crops or flor'rr bord€rs1 tbe
area could be cross-
hatched at lO or 12
inch intervals for
a mass r rron-
geometric appear-
ance, then scratcb
haps top dressed wi

Spring is the
th a nulcb.
season of

possibilitles. Tbis one maY net
you a sumner and fall full of
f lowers.



Dear Editor,
Let me tell you about a new

book I picked up recently at our
local Iibrary. It fills a need
and nigbt be of interest to mem-
bers of the NPS. It is: 1'$trere
Have All the Wildf lowers cffi?"fFgTffi-Eilreeiroi@ 6-
tbreatened and endangered U.S.
wildf lowers by Aobert H.
lloblenbrock, Macmi llan Publishing
Co. The price. is $15"95.

This charning tittle book ls
not a dry technical affalr but it
gives amusing stories about tbe
people who flrst dtscovered these
plants, tbe authorrs adventures
looking for then, where they grow,
why they are endangered and what
is being done to save them.

It treats 120 species ln depth,
includlng all that are on the
officlal U.S. Endangered Species
Llsto Very attractive ls the fact
that all plants have a picture
wlth tbem, elther a color photo or
a beautlful llne drawlng.

The book also contalns a sad
and lengthy llst of plants that
bave not been seen ln years and
and are presumed extinct. This
does not contain the nany Hawailan
species--but that is another
story. . .

llalter Graf

MTMBERSHIP APPLICATION

BEAR I.,IOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Guided l^lildf lower Tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City, NM 8806f

(sos) s38-2s38

The Las Cruces Chapter
needs someone who will type
the program and bave it . -,

dupllcated, plan prograns
witb otber nenbers, put a
notlce in the Sun News an-
nounclng the nd'Tnrfrro-
gran and write a short note
for the state newsletter.
Tlne involved ls about two
hours every three montbs.
For more lnformatlon or to
volunteer, please call
526t77r.

Organizations and inter-
ested groups withln the
state nay contact biologist
Jesse Juen through the
Carlsbad N.M. Bureau of Land
Management offlce for a pro-
gram and dlscussion of bis
recent study of endangered
plant speclmens ln Soutb-
east New Mexlco.

Nome
Address

Phone No,

Olher Inleresled lomily members:

Pleose enclose vour check
poyoble lo:

Nollve Plonl Soclety ot New Mexlco
P.O. 8ox 59{7
Sonfo Fe, NM 87502

Annuol Dues:

-lndlviduol 
& Fomily 58.00

--Friend 
ol lhe Sociely 525.00

Pleose send o gitl membership
oncl cord lo:

To bener serve our membershlp, pleose
check oreos of pqrticulor Inleresl.

Conservolion:

-Endongered 
specles, Hobitots

- 
Resloring obused oreos

-Woler 
conservollon

_Propogollon _Seed Collecilon
Londscoplng: 

-Resldenf 
iol

-Civic -Commerclol 
_Highwoy

Speciol Uses: _Food _Fiber

-Medlclnol -Dyes
-Phofogrophy -Fleld 

Irips

-Elhnobolony 
_Poleobolony

-Growing 
for resole

-lnlormol 
closses

_Newsletler _Youlh proiects

-Orgonize 
new choplet

-Membership 
drlve

-Olher 
(pleose specity)

Pow would you describe your level of
experllse? Whol oreos would Vou be
willing to help wlfh?

Are you o member of on orgonlzolion
wilh feloled purposes (Gorden Club,
NM Wildflower Associotlon, elc.)?

AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
1t109 Agiua Frla

Santa Fe, n* Tffii

505-9&34€[f1

Spectaltztng ln nathrc phnts
and pcrennlals



Albuquerque Cbapter is planning
a field trip to Myra l,lcCormickrs
Bear Mountain Guest lranch in Si lver
City June L-3. Myra is a naturalist
who's sure to provide her guests
with memorable adventures. Lastyealts field trip included a one-day
excursion to Tres Hermanas and
I'lorida Mountains and a half-day
trip to two regions of tbe Gila
area. The cost of the trip will be
$46.f0 plus taxr and includes dinner
t rlday night, three meals on Satur-
day, breakfast on Sunday and two
nights lod.ging. If yourd like tojoin us, contict Jackie f'arr, 725-L8 :

Tra,qway Vista Dr. NE, Albuquerque,
NIf 87tZZ, phone 294-2L78. The dead-
llne for registrationis April L5.

Candy Kroft

Spccixlizing in llowering Natives

b.y Couotzy Qtortt

Tom v'ffittcrl 39tX Hw1'. 70 East

(505) 512-141r l.as (lruces. N.M 88001

Nancy Hutto is bandling some books that were bought for sale by NPS:
Woody Plants of the Southwest....oo.....oo.......o....$12.95
Roadside Plants of lforthern New il|exicoo............o... 9.95
Trees and Shrubs of the Southwest Uplandso.o....,oo...o 6.00
Grasses of the Southwestern United Stateso........o.... 5.95
Itoadsidg Wi ldflowers of New Mgxicoo... o. o. o o c..... .. .. . 4.95
New trlexiCo ltange Plants. o... o o o o. o o. o o... I o. o.. o....... 3.00
Audubon t'ield Guide to H'ildflowers.o...o....o.o..c.. ..rL2.95

Nancy will mail the books to you if you enclose $q.OO for postage with- your order. Her address is Box 44, Tularosa, NM U5352" Nancy will also
have the books at the Native Plant sale in Alamogordor April 21.

Send change of'address or any
Newsletter articles to:

Native Plant Society ol'liew il'lexico
Newsletter
l00l Kines Drive
BosweIl, Nl{ .88eOt

Time Value illaterial
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