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PI"ANTS OF THE APACHE WOODS
Roger Peterson altd lris Dovid

All of thce Bosque birds have to eat and
Refuge wildlifers want to know what's
on their plattem, so we're making an
herbarium for the Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge. About 400
species have been mounted so far, with
at least 200 to go. Of the species we've
seen, about 207o are composites. They
provide much ofour taxonomic fun; what
to do with Monhaeruntlrcru sp. that do
not quite fit in any known variety ofM.
canescens, for instance? Or the bewil-
dering array of fleabanes that key to
Erigercn belliodnstrum? Grasses (187o)

are next in number of taxa" and most
abundant of all in terms of individual
plants or ground cover. Six gramas
(Bouteloita sp.) and five dropseeds
(Sporobolus sp.) cover most of the
Refuge's 57,200 acres. Polygonnceac sp.
(37o), Chercpodiacea.e sp. (37r) and
Anwranthn cea.e sp.(IV") ane important
because of their bird-edible seeds and
abundance in wet lowlands. They also
provide more than th6ir share of iden-
tification problems. The champion
problem, howeve4, w€rs a sprawling herb
of the Rio Grande bed and other moist
sites. We couldn't even put a family
name to it until we overcame the
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prejudice lhat all Solanaceap hape aI-
tcrrnte lzaues , and found it tn b Petu-
nia pantifloro, about as similar to its
garden relative as shrews to kangaroos.

The Refuge has five plant provincrs. In
addition to the lowlands (river and
floodplain), the upland zones include
the sands (east), a limestone mountain
(east), dissect€d bqjada.s (west) , and
igneous-metaphorphic mountains
(west). The sands are covened by sand-
vp (Artenrisia fiIifolio), broom pea
(Oalea scopaius), and Sponrbolus sp..
Little San Pascual Mountain (lime and
grpsum), has perhaps the most inter-
esting flora. These include ocotillo
(fouquieia spbndnns), the brilliant
Saluia hznryi, and cloakfen Q,Iotln-
Inern sp.). The bajadas (alluvial fans)
are covered with creosote bush and
fluffgrass (Tridcns pul.chellus) and for a
while in spring there may be a lovely
crop of pale twistflowers (Streptanthus
ualidus. The Chupadera Mountains on
the western boundary rise 1750 feet
above the Rio Grande. Theyare notable
for shrubs like hackbetry (Celtis
tuticulnta.),oak, and junipeq and succu-
lents such as sotol and sacahuista. The
floodplain supports a varied but mctly
non-natural flora, from cottonwoods

(Populus fremontii) and saltcedars
(Tannris pentandru) to tiny duck-

. weeds (Lentnn sp.) and mosquito ferns
6mIIn sp.). Large areas are dominated
by saltgrass (Distichlis sp.) and bul-
rushes (Sci4pus sp.). Alkali sacaton
(Sporcbolu,s aircides) is one of very few
species to dominate areas of both flood-
plain and uplands.

Our greatest puzzles are plints that
have been reported on the Refuge but
that we can't find. Roger Mongold, then
a UNM undergraduate, did a list forthe
Refuge in 1985. Though they are
unmistakeable, we didn't find his
amowgrass (Triglochin), sea lavender
(Limoniunr), germander (Teucrium),
zephyr lily (Zephymnfus); centaury
(Centnurium), larkspur (Dilphinium\,
hoptte (Ptelco), false indi go (Ainry l:r;,),

nor marijuana (Cannabis). AIso elusive
contlnued nert poge
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for us, but recorded by Refuge peronn-
el are hornwort (Ceratophyllum.),
pepperwort (M arsilca), bluee}red grass
(Sisyrinchiurn), and tulip gentian
(Eustomn).

So come take a walk. Help us look for
these elusive species sometime this
summer. Much of the Refuge's east side
can be reached from SocornccountSrroad
A-153 (six miles east of San Antonio).
The Chupaderas can be reached froni
NM- 1 (the road to the Bosque ) by d road
that goes west two miles north of Refuge
headquarters and using a culvert to
cross under I-25. To reach the best ofthe
bajada canyons travel NM-l 1.35 mi
south ofheadquarters and go west from
there, Be surre to obev the restricted

I

entry signs in the lowlands. The up
lands are mostly designated wilderness,
so you may hike but not camp without
permit.

i-'Ediitotld:solej'Illu$6lifi,o0$la'lrtgin&$ ii

ii isqe:,&atet€Foute af.,thoii 'plsdrts li

:t gtpn,tjgtrsd:in$itie*iclg,: i

Volume 16

zephyr llly
Zephyronlhes

Iongifolio

@
,H

yellow

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH
P. O. Bor 1163
Silver City, NM 88062
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f....rtiii""' peryearbytheNewMexio in plants. The Society is composed of
[:ili,"'" Native Plant Society. This professional and amateur botanists

discounts.

We also encourage the use of suitable
native plants in landscaping to pre-
senre the state's unique character and
as a water consenration measute.

Schedule of Membership Fees
Dues are S8.00 annually for individu-
als or families.'Friends of the Socief '
include organizations, businesses, and
individuals, whme dues of S25.00 or
more provide support for long range
goals. To join us, send your dues to
Membership Secretary,443 Live Oak
Loop, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122

neurcletter is available to members and others with an interest in the flora
of the Society, and others with an in- of NewMexiio.
terest in native plants. Contact a
chapter officer for subscription infor- Membership in the Native Plant So-
mation. cietyof NewMexico isopen to anyone

Articres rrom the Newsletter may be iliH*:1i""$ffi"!;Y"",irTifiT"T
used by other native plant societies if native plants and their environment,
fully cited to author and attributed to and to the preservation ofendangered
the Newsretter 
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The New Mexico Native Plant Society plant and seed exchanges and a wide
is a non-prtfit organization dedicated selection of books available at member

CEAPTER CONTAC'TSOFT'ICERSI
BobReeves 523-1806

475[.e Colonia Las Cruces 88005
Mimi Hubby 983-1658

525 Camino Cabra Santa Fe 87501
MichelePeters 294-7463

10432 Casador del Oso NE, Alb. 87111
Jean Heflin 291-0489

443 Live Oak Loop NE, Alb. 87122
JeanDodd 434-3041

1302 Canyon Road, Alamogordo 88310

BOARD MEMBER.S
Melanie Florence 525-3529 Rt. 1, Box TIT,laMesa 88044
BeclcySmith 538-5850 609 N. Arizona St. , Silver City 88061
LucilleWilson 434-1506 PO. Box I24. La Luz 88337
Tim McKimmie 524-0401 465 Salopek #8, Ios Cruces, 88001
RickCastetter 526-7914 764 Williams Ln, Las Cruces 88005

BookSales:LisaJohnston 748-1046
'1802 West Grand. Artesia 88210

PosterChairrnnn: EllenWilde 982-1406
110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe 8?505

President

Vice-President

RecordingSecretary

MembershipSecretary

Tbeasurer

Albuqueryue
TedHodoba
SteveKatona

Las Cruces
MelanieFlorence
Tom Wootten

Otero
JeanDodd
LucilleWilson

Santa Fe
MimiHubby
PhyllisHughes

Bob O'I(eefe
RonFlemke

Carlsbad
JerredHoward

864-0614
247-9005

525-3529
522-8068

434-3041
'434-1506

983-1658
983-4875

.388-5101
538-3498
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Gila

The New Mexico Native Plant Society maintains a registerofbusiness and
professional people'who are members and can supply information and
serwices related to native plants. To be added to this roster or to request
information, contact the Membership Secretary.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

To begin, I want to welcome a new chapter into the NPS of NM, the
Carlsbad Madrone chapter. They are, as you may have guessed ,
centered in Carlsbad. They have adopted the Madrone portion of
their name from the Texas Madro ne Wbutus taana) . It is being
promoted as a landscape and street.tree in Carlsbad. Although
called the Texas Madrone. the tree does occur in southeast New
Mexico. WELCOME Carbbd and gpod luck inyourundertakinp.

With the warm weather we have been having it could soon be time
to start working in the garden and going on field trips. Howeve4
we still could have some nastyweatherbeforespring is really here,
and that is when a new book is most welcome. Remember that the
society has a great selectioh of books for sale to members at very
good prices. LisaJohnson (NPS-NM Books, PO. Box 1260, Artesi4
NM 882 1 1 ) mntinues to manage book sales for us. Thank you, Lisa.
Ask your chapter offrcers for a list of books for sale.

Finally, abigTHANKYOU toTimMcKimmie and Rick Castetter
who have taken over as co-editors of the newsletter with this. their
first issue.

BobReeves

EDITORS' MESSAGE

Boy ,this first issue took us a lot longer than we
o<pected to get out. There are plenty of logistical
problems like capitalization of common names of
plants (?), and whether more than one species (sp.)
of a common name or a genus abounds in an area.
Some compromise was necessary or we'd probably
still be typing. Aty*"y we're glad to be able to
tackle this assignment as cp-editors and it's been
fun as well as a learning orperience. Thanks to all
those who contributed articles to this issue. Hope
you can accept our editing of said pieces. Let trs
know whatyou think. All of you are invited to give
us some feedback on how you feel about the
Newsletter. Send us letters, articles, viewpoints,
fillers; whatever is on your mind that may interest
other Native Plant Society members. If you are
trsing a computer feel free to send us material on a
3 1/2 inch disk.. Disks will be returned. The
deadline for the next issue is April 10.

Rick Castetter
Tim McKimmie

NEWS FROM THE BOARD..
Conservation fund, dues increase
At the February 10 meeting of the board of
dirnectors, a new consenration was created
as part of the NPS of.NM treasury. Hence-
fofth IIVo of the membership dues will go
into this fund, The purpce will be to
pr€serve native plants and plant habitats.
Methods will include recognizing and for-
mally recommending specific areas for pno-
tection by nominating these areas for desig-
nation as'Areas of Critical Environmental
Concerr", 'Areas of Special Interest" or
similar offrcial designation recognized by
the managing agency. In addition, mem-
bers may wish to work more closely with
various agencies in monitoring plant popu-
lations. Many members are e:rcited about
taking a more active pmture to conserve
native plants.

The board also voted to incrrease the dues
from S8 to $10 per year. This increase will
go into effect on July 1, 1991. In the mean-
time new members can join or old members
may renew at the existing rate of $8. As an
added savinp for those so inclined, you may
pay foras manyyears in advance asyou like
at the current rate of S8, as long as it is paid

PLANTS OF THE SOUTFIWEST
Specializing h Drought Tolemnt Native Plants and Seed

Wildflowers, Shrubs And Trees, Native Grass
Seed, Ancient Vegetables, Books, Beneficial
Insects, Biological Pest Control

Treat Yourself To A Colorful, L,ow Maintenance,
And Water Conserving Landscape

930 BACA ST SAMA FE, NM 87501

505/983-r548

POSTER COMMITTEE REPORT

Our beautiful poster is now available from the following members.
Bev Grady - Albuquerque - 275-0798
BobReeves -LasCruces - 523-1806
Jean Dodd - Alamogordo - 434-3041
Ann Mehaffr - Santa Fe - 983-3784

- - Ellen Wilde - Santa Fe -
Lisa Johnston - Artesia -

982-1406
748-1046

Luci Nolan - Silver City - 388-5485
It is selling well, but we need your help. As of mid-February we have
earned over 93000, but have not yet recovered the full cct ofproducing
the pmters. Please contact one of the above committee members if you
can sell a few postersor have suggestions about where they could be sold.
Anything above $5 goes to your Iocal chapter. The posters sell for $8 to
members and $10 to non members.
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CALENDAR
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7 March, 7:30 p.m.-Ben Hagand will
speak on permaculture. The meeting is
at the Albuquerque Garden Center,
10120 LomasBlvd. NE.

4 April, 7:30 p.m.-Rene Galliano-Popp,
regional botanist for the US Forest Ser-
vice will speak to us about endangered
species on national forest lands in New
Mexico. The meeting is at the Albu-
que4lue Garden Cente4 10120 Lomas
Blvd. NE.

Eustomo
grcndiflorum

wel meodows

OTERO
9 March-Slide program by Jack Bristol
and Wynn Anderson of UTEP on their
Native Plant Landscaping Project which
involves redesigning the El Paso Cen-
tennial Museum grounds to reflect the
El Paso desert landscape. 1:30 p.m. at
the Tularosa Elementary School Caf-
eteria. From the highway turn east on
Higuera in Tularosa, go 3 blocks to the
cornerof lst & Higuera (Old Mescalero
Rmd)

24 March (Sunday), 2:00 p.m., Land-
scaping Semina4 Tularosa Elementary
School big room. See March 9 for direc-
tions, Speakers include:

Judith Phillips, former Newsletter edi-
to4 author of 'Southwestern Landscap-
ing with Native Plants", professional
landscape designe4 founder and owner
of Bernardo Beach Native Plant Farm

Lisa Johnston, botanist, former News-

letter editoq former president of the
Native Plant Society of New Mexico.
Presently living in Artesia she has a
backgound in both native plants and
seeds.

Tom Wmtten, of Las Cruces, former
banket former owner of Dry Country
Plants (a native plant nunsery), pres-
entlya member ofthe Board ofDirecbors
of The Nature Conservancy in New
Mexico, and volunteer extraordinaire!

John Morton, Otero Membe4 who has a
wonderful yard in La Luz and has accu-
mulated a store of knowledge in install-
ing the yard.

I,AF|CRUCES
13 March-PROGRAM: Dave Richman
will talk and show slides of the supbject
of 'tspiphytic Plants" at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 190, NMSU Ag Building.

17 March-Field trip to Black Mountain
led by Marilyn Harkey. Meet at 9:00 in
the Pan Am Center parking lot.
10 April- PROGRAM: To be announced

14 April-Field trip to Dona Ana Moun-
tains. Meet at 9:00 a.m.

GII,A
9 March, l:00 p.m.-We will have a field
trip to the Fort Bayard petroglyphs.
We'll hike about two miles to the
petroglyph site. Our leader is Bob
O'IGefe (388-5101)

28 Marth, 7:00 p.m.- Monthly meeting
at the Carter House. Program to be
announced

14 April, 10:00 a.m.-\Me will have a field
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trip to Rocky Canyon. The canyon is
located along forest road 150 north of
North Star Mesa. There are several
caves along the trail. A small intermit-
tent stream flows through this canyon
which is very appropriately named. Our
leader is Gloria Maya. (388-3455)

No firm date for the April meeting

SANTAFE
20 March, 7:30 p.m.-Ourspeaker will be
Jean Heflin, author of 'oThe Beautiful
Beardtongues of New Mexico", who will
talk on the penstemons of New Mexico.
The location is: St. John's College, Lab
Building Room 122.

17 April, 7:30 p.m.-Our speaker lvill be
Bob Sivinski, botanist with the Forestry
and Resources Consenration Division of
New Mexim. Bob will speak on the
endangered plants of New Morico. The
location is: St. John's College, l,ab
Building, Room 122.

rose-purple

AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
12109 Agua Fria

Santa Fe, Neur Morico
87501

50s-983.4881

Specializbrg ln nattue Plants
and perennials



CHAPTER REPORTS
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At'oui Ja;uaiy Aeetiilg Dan Scurlock
presented a program about the Camino
Real Project, astudy of the tradingroute
between Santa Fe and Chihuahua,
Mexico. Usinghis o<tensive knowledge
of the traditional uses of native plants,
Dan showed slides of the plants and:1 features found alongthe route. He told

I us of the various people who traversed
J this important piece of our historical- heritage. He included the stops and

towns along this mute, many of which
still exist today.

Our February meeting was on propaga-
tion of native plants. Urifortunately,
our speaker was unable to make the
meetingat the lastminutesoTed Hodoba
was drafted on the spot to lead the
discussion. Speaking frcm his own ex-
periences and with help from others in
the audiencg we had an open meeting
with questions and ansrwels about the
various techniques required to start
native plants from seeds and cuttings.
Hopefully people were able to take home
some useful information.

Number2

ii-i
Member John Stockert presented an
orcellent slide show for the Otero Chap-
ter inJanuary. John is retired from the
National Parks Service and his slides
were taken fnom his personal ctcllection.
For this particular program he chose
flowering plants at Yellowstone and the
Northern Plains.

The beginning slides, howeve4 were
from the Hedeorna todsenii survey
taken in 1990 since some of us never
actually did see the plant growing. It is

beautiful and thriving around Domingo
Peak and Nogal and neighboring can-
yons. Many of the plants both at
Yellowstone and on the Northern Plains
can be found around our area. It is neat
to sit there and think, "That plant grows
around Capitan. That one grows on
Siena Blanca. That species grows in
lots of places in the Sac,ramentos!"

John and his wife Joanne published a
small vi'ildflower book "Common Wild-
flowers of the Grand Canyon". John also
brought '?Lants of Yellowstone and
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Grand Teton National Parks" by Rich-
ard Shaw. At the end of the program
John introduced a friend who had just
anived. They had worked at Yellowstone
together. It turned out that Charley
Pase worked there too. So we had three
alumni from Yellowstone in the same
place!

1,il gi$ . reu1,;no,neiw.spyril' j

At the February meeting we discussed
furthre chapter activities and agreed t
have a table at the Earth Day Fair in
April where we hope to sell lots of the
new Spring and Summer Wildflower
posters. Our conservation chairman,
Tom Wootten, brought us up to date on
the manyactivities he hasbeen engaged
in and alerted to. The program was
presented by Susan Wicks who talked of
botanists who came to the Southwest
and first identified many of our native
plants. Her talk was accompanied by
slides of many of the plants bearing
their names, eotjer as part of the common
name or in the Latin nomenclature.
Engelmann Prickly Peaq Fendler Globe
Malloq Jones' Penstemon and Todson's
Penne;noyal were among many of the
striking slides illustrating her talk.

I
+

I

VIEWS FROM THE SOUTH
Do you remember old bcsie nibbling
and nipping offthe new tender shoots of
grass as it greened up? Sureyou do but,
you know, old bossie does not have any
upper teeth in front, making nipping
impossible. Cattle gmze by wrapping
their tongues around a few shoots of
grass and ripping upward so that the
lower teeth can sever the top of the plant
from the base. Fine and dandy where
strong roots are well anchored in firm
soil. On the other hand, consider a
vegetative propagant of black grama
grass which is somewhat like a straw-
berry plant on its runner trying to get
started in our arid environment, Jtrst as
the roots seem to get started along bmes
Bossie to yank out the roots and all.

Many people still have lawns in spite of
all my kicking and screaming about
water consenration. These lawns can be
maintained with adequate water and
fertilizer but develop weak rcot systems
without both. Now shift to the public
lands of the west. Livestock are mow-
ers. but where isthe fertilizer and water

in our arid environment? As any
hiker knows, the manurejust doesn't
break down to help. Add to this the
demand on our water system for these
European beasts that, ofcourse, are
not at all adapted to the southwest.

We should remember that whereas
the sod forminggrassy plains east of
the roclry mountains evolved under
grazing pnessurfes of the buffalo, our
bunch forming grass€s in the south-
west did not. It has been a long long
time since camels and ground sloths
were foraging in this area . Shame on
us for not recognizing this earlier. Big-
gershame on us if we do not realize the
problem now butjust hope it wilgo away.

On a pmitive note though, my wife and
I had the pleasure of visiting the
Audubon Society's Experimental Ranch
near Elgin, Arizona and the Sevilleta
National Wildlife Preserve near Socorro,
NM this pastyear. The Audubon Ranch
is a partnership of private ownership, a
US Forest Service'Besearch Natural

Ar€a" and a Bureau of Land Manage
ment'Area of.Critical Environmental
Concern". Both areas have been free of
livestock grazing for a number of years.
The fenceline effects are graphic. Visits
to both anea.s wene a deflrnite pleasure.

Tom Wootten
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MAINTAINING THE NATI\TE GARDEN
Suson Wochter

OII who started the rumor about native
landscapes requiring no maintenance?
Fine, if you want overglown, twisted
and broken branches, scraggly floral
displays and weedy areas. For mct of
us, a tidy area abounding with healthy
plants is mone to our liking.

SpringPruning

Native plants need pruningto keep them
healthy and within bounds.' Damaged,
diseased, and dead parts should be re-
moved a.s soon as noticed. When to do
other pruning depends upon the plant,
and its flowering and growth. habits.
Just as with lilacs, spring flowering
shrubs (Philodzlphus rnicrcph'y llu s for
e><ample) should not be pmned before
fl oweringbut before mid-summer when
next yeafs flower buds are set. Fall
flowerinq shrubs like Chamisa should
be prunil in early spring since they
form their flower buds immediately prior
to flowering. Plants such as desert wil-
low that sucker when pmned are best
cut back in summer.

The type of pruning depends on the
plant's needs. Generally I avoid prun-
ing from the top down. Instead I like to
begin at the base, eliminating older
branches in favor ofthe younge4, more
vigorous stems. Once the older growth
is removed, move up into the shrub and
eliminate crossing and rubbiirg
branches. Prune to accent the natural
form of the plant, Once the form is about
right, you can then lower the tallest
branches if absolutely necessary,

Always cut correctly. Place the cut just
above another lateral branch or side
bud. Topping or dehorning trees is about
the worst thing you can do to a tree'
Topping is removing the top portion of a
main trunk or lateral. A tree is unable
to completely close toppingwounds. The
inner wood either becomes diseased or
sealed offfrom the rest of the plant, thus
eliminating vitally needed stored food.

Even the way we remove branches is
important since a 'Ilush cut", as was
once taught, is far more damaging to a
tree than a "target cut". (See diagram)

Springfips

1. Springfs new growth is a salad bar for
many animals. Chicken wire cages built
over the plants will help.

2. Clean the garden well, Remove trash
and other debris. Check under pines for
white mttony masses which are the
ovenvinteringstage for the Pinon Needle
Scale. Removing these masses will
eliminate many of the insect's egp.

Removing old mulches and replacing
with new mulch is a questionable prac-
tice. If old mulches have been a haven to
insects, by all .means replace. Fresh
mulch should be applied where neces-

sary.

3. Prune woody deciduous plants as
needed. Evergreens such as pines ane

pruned in mid-to-late spring after the
cahdles have formed. The "candles" or
new growth can be snapPed back' to
reduce the current year's growth. Don't
remove the entire candle since some of it
must be left for next year's buds'

4. Contactyour County Extension Ser-
vice for information about controlling
Pine Tip Moth in your area. This critter

4or<ez( f(,:u,r.rr-

is particularly destructive to ponderosa
and pinon pines. Other pine problems
include Pine Bark Beetle, Pine Aphids
and scale, as well as the Pinon Midge'

5. Herbaceotrs plants and a few select
smaller woody plants should be cut back
in spring. Chamisa and sagebrush can
be cut back to form a more comPa.ct
plant. Experiment! Cutting into older
woody parts will not be as successful as
cutting back to just above last yeat's
new growth

6, Sow seeds outdoors depending upon
their germination temperature require-
ments. Penstemons, for examPle, re-
quire mld temperatures.

7. Indoor seedlinp and cuttinp will be
developing in the spring. As weather
turns milder, harden the plants by
gradually introducing them to the out-
side environment for later transplant-
ing.

8. Fall flowering plants can be divided in
the spring. This is an inexpensive way
to increase your garden's flower display.

9. Before planting, pr€pare garden ar-
eas by turning the soil and eliminating
caliche. If the soil contains too much
sand or clay, amendment may be neces-
sary. If an area is to be seeded latel
encourage existing weed seeds to germi-
nate so they can be removed.

I 0. Watch your plants for insects. Aphids
can be found earlier than you might
expect. They are usually mngregated at
the top of the plant and can be elimi-
nated with insecticidal soap sprays or
even squashed on the plant. Fleabeetles
on primroses seem inevitable. You can
treat them with carbaryl if desired.
Caterpillars are tneated with B.l Bo-
cillus thu.ingiensis. Remembe4 many
of our beautiful butterflies must first be

destructive caterpillars.

11. Do not fertilize plants before leaves

emerge. A weak fertilizer may be added
to new plantinp after they become es'
tablished, which often takes several
months. Watch all plants for signs of
chlorosis or yellowing and treat them
with iron or zinc supplements as neces-

saw.' Look for 'Summer TiPs" next issue

DcciA,ac,*s

Loni\t:s



NEW SOUTIilMEST EI\NruRONMEI{ITAL
CENTER

People from various consenration orga-
nizations 11 Tos Cruces, including the
Native Plant Society, are organizing the
Southwest Environmental Center
(SEC). It is to be a non-profit center
whosegoal is to serve asaclearinghouse
for environmental information and a
focal point of environmental concern in
southern New Mexico

The SEC is important for several rea-
sons. Southern New Mexico is at a
criticaljuncture in its development. The
regidn's population is growing rapidly,
particularly in thg T ss Cmces area. As
average incomes remain low, there is
pr€ssune to increase economic develop
ment. Environmental protection has
never been a priority in this politically
conservative area with traditional ties
to extractive and defense related in-
dustries, ranching and agriculture.

Other important issues include: weak
or absent local land use planning; con-
troversial rnanagement of public lands;
BLM wilderness pnotection; efforts to
dispose of out-of-state waste in the area;
salt buildup in soils from irrigation;
depletion and pollution of water re-
sources; air pollution; propo.sed nuclear
waste dumps; illegal toxic waste dump
ing; and heary pesticide use.

While concem for the envircnment is
growing, two factors hamper current
efforts to protect the envinonment: the
lack of a central clearinghouse of up-to-
date information about envircnmental
issues and ideas; and the lack of an
eflicient mechanism for environmental
groups to coordinate and communicate
with each other.. The SEC will address
both these needs.

The following programs and senrices
are planned: a quarterly newsletter fo-
cusing on regional environmental is-
sues; a small library of specialized ma-
terials not readily available elsewhere
(government planning documents, en-
vironmental periodicals,'how to" publi-
cations); a space for public events; a
curriculum center containing materials

Melanie Florence

and ideas for environmental classroom
activities; and a bookstore.

The SEC will rely heavily on volunteer
help. A necent fundraiser (Feb. 11) was
heavily attended and over $1200 was
raised during an evening of food, musig
and fun. The goal is to hire a full time
director as well as other paid staff in
order to meet organizational objectives
in an effective manner and to provide
continuit5r. Monetary support will con-
sist of volunteer contributions, mem-
bership dues, and grants from private
foundations and corporations. Inter-
ested persons should contact Melanie
Florence, Rt. I Box Tll,IaMesa, NM
88044 (525-3529) or Kevin Bixby, dinec-
tna 525-1532.
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The FLORA OF NORIII AMERICA project

In late 1991 the first of 12 volumes of the FNA is scheduled to
appear. This massive undertaking to describe all native and
naturalized plants of the United States and Canada" is a bi-
national effort of more than 20 major botanical institutions.
The Missouri Botanical Garden senes as the organizational
enter for the FNA pmject. The project will include apprcxi-
mately 17,000 species of vascular plants. The FNA project is
possible only because the information will be contained in a
computerized data base (TROPICOS). It is partially funded by
the National Science Foundation. A newsletter is also being
published by the FNA Association. For information write FNA
Newslette4, POB 299, St. Louis, Mq ffi166.
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Specializing in Agaves, Yuccas and other Succulents



BERNARDO BEACH NATIVE PLANT FARM

DESIGN & CONSULTATION

DROUGHT TOLERANT & NATIVE
LANDSCAPE ORNAMENTALS

520 MONTANO NW Albuquerque
Mon-Sqt 9-6 505-045-6248

Folse Indigo

RARE PI,AI{T SURVEYS
In order to protect populations of rarne or endangered
plants in the wild, we must first pinpoint where these
plants grow and then document their numbers and
state of health. Last year the Native Plant Society in
partnership with The Nature Consenrancy did that for
a numberof species growingon BLM Lands in south-
central New Mexico.

The biggest project was in the Sacramento mountains
wheri-' we searthed for Todsen's Penn5n oyal (Hedeoma
todsenii) , which was thought to be the most endanpred
native plant in the state. Joining me in this survey
over several weeks were Jean Dodd, Cleo Harris, John
Stockert, and Lucile Wilson from Alamagordo, and
Melanie Florence, Herb and Chris Ruetze[ ZenoWicks,
and Tom Wootten (principal field assistant on the

project), from Las Cruces. This survey resulted in the dismvery of nine
major new populations of this beautiful golden-flowered pennyroyal
scattered over a large rugged area in the Sacramentos.

Other projects with NPS involvement occurred near Socprro in the
Ladron, Sawtooth and Horse Mountains. Participants included Ted
Hodoba, and Judith and Roland Phillips of Albuquerque and Tom Wootten
of Las Cruces. Among the rare plant species that were documented were
Castilleja organorum on Horse Mountain, Erigercn rhizomahrs in the
Sawtooth, and Mamillnia wightii and Schrcphulnria paruifloro in the
Ladrons. 

1
Now that these populations have been located and mapped, the BLM is
moving ahead on our recommendations to give the biological 'hotspots"
where they grow, recognition and added protection. Heartfelt thanks go
toall theabove named folks from the NativePlant Society of NewMo<ico
who furthered the cause of rare plant conservation in 1990. Mor"e to come
next year.

Bill Dunmire
Public l,ands Coordinator for The Nature Consenranry
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