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Albuquerque Chapter will host .Susan Wachter who will speal<
on Landscaping with Native Plants.

Santa Fe Chapter will again be holding a plant sale in
front of the i"luseun of International FoIk Art for the
Native Plant Display Garden. Anong the treasures you rviII
be able to purchase wiII be Verbena, Gaillardia,
Conef lower, BIue and l{frite FIax, Arternesia, Harebell,
herbs, tornatoes, ground covers, houseplants, annuals and
perennials of all sorts. Come see our garden and support
it- ! Help is always welcoine, too. Anyone who can take
care of a dozen or more pot.b.ed plants and get then to the
museum by 9:30 the mo::ning of the sale .olease call EIIen
i.Vilde 982-L4O6. If you have plants you can contribute, I
would like to know ahead of time so that I can ment.ion
t'hem in publicity and make signs for thern. ilIculd you like
to be a salesperson at the sale? Please call and offer
your irelp !

Las Cruces Chapter ivill have a field trip to Hueco Tanks.
i"leet at the Pan Am Center parking lot, NMSIJ at 7:00 a.m.
Bring water, snack or lrrnch, and wear comfortable r^lalking
shoes.1

I

IJ

I Las Cruces Cha.oter wil
p.m. Dr. Dave Richman
the Southwest.

the Ag Bldg. NMSU at 7:30
a program on Mountains of

I neet
r^ri I I

in
give

O te ro/Lincoln-CFaf te r-rv-Ll I'6avb a pfant-sa le f tbrnt 9': 0 O
a.m. till 2:OO p.m. at the Garden Center, lOth and Oregon.
Many plants have already been potted and we have been
receiving good publicity from the Extension service since
Tom Wootten gave a talk to thenr on Landscaping wiilr
irlat i ves .

- -l'lay Il



May 15

r'{ay I6

r"lay l9

May 25
-26

June--

June 9

June L2

June 23

June 30

.Santa Fe Cha,oter rvill celebrate iLs last regular meeting
orf the season wibh an inforrnal potlucl< supper at 5:30 p.m.
in the Lab Bldg., St. John's College.

Chaves County Cirapter meets at RAC, rQeswel-l to hear Hotvard
Roth, -local pirotograpire::, who wiII j.nstrrrcl: tire audiencr:
on photographing wi ldflowers.

Chaves County Chapter menbers rvill meet- at the RAC parkipg
lot at 1'00 p.m. for a local fielrl trip led by Howard Roth
who will tlemonstrate his techniques for photograpiring
blooming native plants. Be on the lookor:t for favor.lble
spots to visit.

Otero/l,incoln Cha.oter plans a weekend tri-o to the
Guadalupe ivlountains, Ied by PauI Gordon and Frank Hayes.
Meet at the confluence of ;iitting BuIl FaIIs and Last
Chance Canyon at 1:00 P.m., Saturday the 25Lh. i{e hope
peo.ole f rom otirer chapters as well as bird rvatchers will
join us. There are no faci.lities there.

Albuquerque Chapter's rorograln to be announced.

Las Cruces Ci:rapter plans a field trip to san Andres
wil_c1life Refuge or Dripping s.orings. i,leet at the Pan Am

Center oarking lot, NMSU,at B:00 a.m' Bring water, lunch
and walking shoes.

.T,as C::uces ciraptr:r meets in the Ag B.Idg..I{MSU at 7:30 for
a program by H6ten Sprecher on the ideni:if icaLion and
pressing of plants.

chaves county chapter plans a f iel<l trip to Bitter Lakes
Refuge. l,leet at the RAC parking lot at I:00 p'm'

Otero/lincoln ChaPter
Ri.vers at the edge of
the hiqhway turnoff to

will have a field triP to flnree
Lincoln i.{ational Forest. Meet at
fhree Rivers at 2:00 P-m.

B

EEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST MNCH

Guided t,Jitdflower Tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City, NM 8806i

(505) 518-2538

IfELCOME TO NATIVE PLAAIT SOCIETY

Peggy lVelIs,
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DorothY i{oPkins,
Sandia Parl<'

,IudY Goette,
E.artnington

Ruth MitchelI,
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President's Messri$e
Cne of the purposes of the

irlative Plant Society of New Mexico
is educating the public in the
uses of native p.lants in
Iandscaping. It seems like a slow
process at times especiallY when
we see some of the nevrer.
developments in our growing urban
areas. It makes me sick when I
see the developers scrape the
earth bare and then sell the
unsuspecting buyer a yard with
blue grass sod laid on top with a
few trees and shrubs of imported
origin. It's going to take a lot
of water and chemicals just to
keep them alive. It makes me even
angrier to see commercial

properties planted with a
ridiculous strip of . non:nat iv.e
grass running between the sidewalk
and street for example. No one
rvill ever sit in that ltrass' no
one rvill really enjoy or use it.

It's up to us as members of the
Society to landscape our yards
with natives in an attractive
nannel: as examples of whdt can be
done. By.starting with our own
yards perhaps others will follow
suit. ivlaybe one day new houses
will be landseaped rvith more
awareness for our New i'.lexico
envi ronnent .

Ted Hodoba:

From The
Failure to identify Tom SmYIie,

author of Fish and Wildlife
service rn -ttarih-/a-p-iiTGe as
Em-Eervice' s Publ-ic Af f airs
Officer in Albuquerque, was
inadvertent, neaning that nobodY
volunteers to take the blame for
the omission.

fl-ris article was the f irst of a
planned series of "l^ll"to's Minding
tire Store?" articles by and about
Federal and StaEe agencies with
custody and adrninistration of
public lands.

fire article about scope and
functions of BLM in this issue is
by Guadalupe 6._t'{artinez, PubIic
Information Specialist with the
Roswell office. Comments by Jesse
Juen aboui: im.oortance of
preserving s.oecies is, of course,
not presented as news to NPS
members but as a good explanation
when next you're made speechless
by thai: old query, "Why get
concerned about those old weeds?"

fdentification of contributors
well known to reaCers is not
usually rnade. Do you approve of
th is and oi:her current Newsletter

-tendenci'es? 'Give vent Eo your
feelings. Fire off a letter to
the editors. Indicate if it may
be published, with aIl greetings
and personal chit-chat enjoyed but
de Ieted.

George Finley

Editor(s)
And now from the other half:
i,lany thanks to this issue's

terrific contributors, including
the Chapter rePorters. It took a
lot of cramming and shoving to get
everything in in this issue, but we
felt that it- was all imortant
informat ion.

We have included ilouse BiIl 347,
sponsored by Representative Vernon
Kerr o:E Los Alarnos. It r{as signed
into law by the governor recently
and i^ril-l- go into ef fect in June.

i"lany of our native endangered
plants are being dug and sold to
buyers in inany places, even abroad.
HP,347 tracks with the Federal
program on endangered plants.
Reason for the bill was the need to
join rvith the Eederal government
for law enfcrcement so the
trafficking in native endangered
plants could be handled.' Ifnen contacted, Kerr told the
Newsletter that he felt the bill
woufd-- certainly provi,le a service
to the people of New i"lexico, as
well aII the oeople in IJSA, for the
preservation of endangered species.
He-said -some or orrr endangered
species are so rare that they have
no common names. He stai:ed that
the bill will noL interfere with
ranchinq or land development
intc re st s.

I"lYrt le
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Chapter Reports

-\lbuquerque Chapter: Our March
pr ogram -iric r[deE-diEcuss ions of
plans for the annual spring plant
sale at the Albuquerque Garden
Center to be held on April 27. A
slide program, presented by former
Master Gardener Tom Wagers,
concerned his trip to the Boyce
fnompson .soutwes tern Arboreturn,
near Superior.. Arizona; and slides
f ro-m last year's ITative Plant
Society's stat-e rneeting in.T,as
Vegas.

The ,April meeting v,ras canceled
so i:h,rt inetnbers corrld attend a
workshop on "Landscaping with
irlat ives " , at the Rio Rancho C i ty
Auditoriuin. fhe panel of experts
included Robert Cox, the Sandoval
County Extens ion Agent ; .r-i sa
Johnston of the Plant r"laterials
Center; and Elaine Culver, the Rio
Arriba County Home Extension
Agent. fhere were several slide
-oresentations and an extensive
quest ion/answer session.

Suz-Y Sulteme ier

Chaves CountY CiraPter: At cur
laSic-E--meeEing a-sfiIg1rt fu I les son
on transPlanting wild Plants vJas
presenteC bY George FinleY. He

uras exi.retnely thorough and held
all spellbound vrith li tiJ-e
irumorous remarks as he proceeded'
Highligl-rts of his lesson were

l. Young Plan'ts are i:he
easiest to nove.

2. rJse PIentY of water to soak
site before Cigging Plant and keeP
site we-ll soaked for a few daYs,
often more.

3. IJse two narrow l-rolels to
dig. .;lave Plast ic bag, moistened
inside to conserve Plant's own

moisture, readY tc Put Plant in'
Eas ben bag c losecf irnmedi ate Iy '

4 TernperatLlre is important as
there rvill- i>e Iittll'or no grorvLir
until ternperature reac'rres 40 to 45
degrees.

5. Don't "coddle" Plant
than tulo weeks if You want
learn Lo survi're in Your
envi ronrne nt .

more
it to

Las Cruces ChaPter: IlIe had ou):
fir;T-T995 meeElxg on FebruarY 13
with a very informative and
enjoyable narrative .lnd sliCr: show
by- Bob Reeves about cacti, tireir
nomenc lat-ure and characterist ics '

On i"larch I0 we traveled to the
vicini ty of Bis'l'rop's Cap. l4ost
plants vJere in bud, but in blootn
were bladderPod,' Lesquerqlla;
tr.vist flower, StrePtenthus;
spectaclepod, tfEhfrea,; evening
1r? i*to".,'- qenoffiEia-Emd Anemone'
llire cIareL-cup Ee@ehog anA'-
feathery 1t<:a bush were just readY
to bloom. fhis field tril: was
very well attended, approxirnatelli
30, r.*rich told us we are aII reaCy
for spring.

The iulexican poppies have
started to bloorn and our Planned
field trip to the Dona Ana
i"lountains should be fulI of
spectacular ' scenes.

lVe have been doing initial
;clanning needed for hosting the
August I0 state meeting. Las
Cruces issues a big welcome to
alt. Early August is hard to
predict in Las Cruces fron a
rvildflcwer standpoint because we
are so <lependent on summer rains
to really make the desert bloom.
Tire Lemperature will be high, no
doubt, but we assure You tirai: Your
visit will be enjoYable. i'fnen
plans are rtore concrete we wi-l-I
get the vrord out.

Tom !'Iootten

Otero/Lincoln ChaPter; In '"Iarch
Iler5 Ha-m-ionT--ga-ve us a slide show
illusLrating the change in plant
Iife f rom tire Tularosa tsasin to
the alpine tundra. Some of the
sri<les rvere irig'irly magni f ied Lo
show details that manY of us had
no'i-- seen before. IVe irope Heril
will join our field triPs later in
t'he season to irelP identifY
olant s.

i{e lead a glorious daY to wali<
arountf the new Des'^rt Hills CitY
Park which is now fenced, the
trash cleanerl out and groundwork
laid for a ramp for the

(Cont inued onKaY Er^lart last PaSe )



On Germination and Culture of Aquilegia
by Jim Borland

As an adjunct to Ted
Hodoba's article For Shade Onlyin the Marctr/epriT-issue, i.E---.--:
mi-ght be interesting to relate
work on the germination and
culture of equileqia caerule.a
done by Dr. -jassJp-utEs, -DeTEa,
Colorado.

Dr. Fults, responsible for
Fults' Alkalai Grass which is
used extensively as a turf
com^oonent for dif f icult sali:y
soi-ls, has been interested in a
number of native plants. Severalyears ago he deterinined that
uniform germination of Aquileqia
caerulea seed coulri be
accomtlished by first subjecting
the seed to three vreeks oi
moist-cold ( strati.fication)
condi t ions . Seed then sub-iectedto 65 to 70 degrees F
temperatures can be expected togerminate in three rveeks.

fhis procedure has worked rvellon a Iarge number of species
propagated at Denver Botanic
Garadens. It may also be usefr:lto note that ,,glreen', or
"just-about-ripe" seed of thisspecies and A. saximontana willprompt ty gerrnineEE wftdourpret reatment

Jesse also determined thatonly seven weeks of 34 to 4ldegree F temperaLures wjril_esubjected to continuous

for cornplete vernalization. I'Lis still to be deterinined iusi
how rnature a plant_ or seediing
must be i>efore this treatment
will work. plants from spring
sown seed and then subjected tothis treatrnenL in the iall have
successfully b.loomed durinq the
subsequent winter. AIso t5 ne
determined is the intensity and
duration of lighting per day
necessary for this treatment.

As this is being written(epriL 4), .Aquilegia jonesii is
b looming in-E[? noc-r- aEd-' el-pine
Garden. And that reminds me thatresults frorn a cross between A.caerulea and A. saximontana
EhouEf6e blo6ming soon ifi-our
greenhouse. fhe result of this
cross may be a new native
introduction into the commercial
greenhouse industry worldwide.
If so, it would follow in the
r-'ootste.os of another native,
variously rare or endangered
depending on the state, --Eustoma
----TE-is-r-eport woul_d not be
complete unless note were also
made of another interestinq cross
between A. jonesii and A.
s ax i mont anal-- aTEh-ough -

grandi flora .

clerm]-nat 10n
[n" combinat
diminuitive
two species

is barely complete
ion of the
characters of these
is exciting.fluorescent Iight was: necessar

Is anyone interested in
carpooling up to the Denver tsotanic
Ga::den in mid-,fune? fheir
col lection of penstetnons is quite
large and should be at peak bloom
about Ehat time. In addition,
there is a rock alpine garden, also
many displays of. !g5r+,cape ideas,
collections of aIl- sorts, indoor
and out; 20 acres in aII, and it
is very vrell maintained. CaII
EI le n l,Ji lde, 9a2-L4O6, Santa F€, i f
interested.

onGHTrq€trrno inrl\(
tAOECffiqr}l,tlrfltuS

ftmo.toot mnuEprnffimi
oalrlloooEtTmEr

SE h.o 7. 8or ta5. \bg.o, r{r Cn60 Alrr, 9( (SO5) S6rp I da



Bureau of Land Management
by Guadalupe Martinez

T-l"re Bureau of Land !{anagetnent
( gl,i"t) , IJnite.l StaLes Departmeni: of
the Interior, is the agency charged
with ti're protection and management
of the public lands and Public
rnineral resources. fhese lands are
managed r:nder the princi;oles of
multiple use and sustained YieId
f or tire benef it of all Americans.

BLl4 j\Tew i',lexico manages 13
million surface acres and 25
mil-Iion acres of sub-surface
mineral estate in a tri-state area
of New ir{exico, Oklahoma and Texas.
The ireadquarters are located in
Santa Fe and there are district
offices in Roswel-l , Las Cruces,
Albuquerque and Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Programs managed within Public
Iands by BLI]4 New i,lexico include
lands--realty, minerals, range,
cultural resources, watershed,
recreation, wildlife habitat,
trespass, environmental protection
and fire control. fne BLM as a
whol-e iras many rnajor legislative
act s af f ect ing the itn.olementat ion
and management of such programs on
public lands.

One such act, ,,3.are and
ilndangered Species Act of L973 'establisires a listing of and
procedures for protecting specific
rare and/or endangered sPecies of
plants, fish, animals and birds.

fne following text on threatened
and endangered p'Iants in southeast
i.{ew Flexico was written bY Jesse
Juen, I{i ldl i f e Biologist in thr-?

Carlsbacl Resource Area of the BLM's
Roswell district. Editing was done
by Hans Stewart who was formerlY
witf, the Roswell District and is
now with the tsLM in Denver,
Colorado .

From its PecPIe and cultures to
its terrain and PIant Iife, i:{ew

Mexico is a land of great
diversity. f'lore than 2000 of the
State's 3700 Plant sPecies are
found in the southeast corner' fhe
plains, basins and tnountains found
in this part of t-'Iew Mexico make up
6

a f Icral 'ineIt ing pot' of the
Clrihtrahuan Desert and Great Plains
influences.

Traveling from Carlsbad to the
Guadalupe i'lor:ntains, you will pass
througir six distinct Iife zones.
First you'll sep mesquite, creosote
and tobosa grass, which are found
in the Chihuahuan Desert Scrub
zone. l{ext are a varietY of range
grasses in the Plains and Great
Basin Grasslands. As You gain
altitude you'I1 notice more bush
plants, including scrub oak, in the
Interior Chaparral zone. In cooler
and more moist areas, such as
canyons and north-facing slopes is
tjre i4adrean Evergreen Woodland,
characterized bY Pinon, juniPer,
oaks and maPles, and mescal Plants.

Once in the GuadaluPes lrou'I1
enter the Great Basin Conifer
irloodlancl, with pinon, juniper and
ponderosa Pines intersPersed in a
sea of grasses. Your last stoP
will be in spruce and fir Lrees in
the Petran l'lontane zone'

In tiris Profusion of Iife zones'
plant life abounds. Some Plants'
however, are quite rare--and are
restricted to s.malI speci f ic areas '
Five plant species in southeast New

uexicb have loeen officially listed
by the Federal Government as
nirdangereC or Threatened' The
nndaniered tlesignation is thc= lnost
criti6al--it re-cgnizes a species
i" being in imminent danger of
Ueco.in! ext incL. The T'hreatened
category recognizes a species which
rnay beco*e endangerecl witirout
protec t ion.

fhe fi-r,e Federally Iis"e<1 plants
are:

Gypsurn i''fiId Bucl<wheat (Eriogo?qrq
qvpsbithi lurn,l" {hreatened) occurs 1n

;"i"1';?lA o-.""" in nearrY Pure
gypsulll soils in the Cirihuailuan
oll"tt Scrul> z'6ne' Reaching L2'

i""r-t"" ip heigirt in the flowering

"t.g., 
the Pltnts have several

6iiiirt yeIlow f lowers that l:loom
f rom i,lay to August.



McKittrick pennyroyal (abdeoma
apiculatum, fhreatened) is-Eou-ruf-in
lTnesEoiie -outcrops in rnoist canyons
in the Madrean Evergreen i{oodland
and Great Basin Conifer Woodland
zones. fhe plant exists in a mat
only a couple of inches high but
has a large, extensive root system
that exudes a toxin to prevent
other ,olants from growing in the
mal-. Its lavender f lowers bloom
f rom .fuly until October.

Kuenzler Hedgehog Cactus
(Echinocereus fendleri var.
kue-nzGri,-Ena-Sngerea-) is four to
ei8'h-t---inches in height and has a
Iarge, brigirt pink f Iower that
blooms for a shor:t period in June.
It is found in pinon-- juniper .hills
on shallorv liinestone soil in the
Great Basi.n Conifer'Woodland zone.
One reason for its endangered
status is overcollecting.

Lee and Sneed's pincushion
Cactus (Coryphantha sneedii var.

. lee i , rtri6a-Eene4-a'nd--varl-sneedi i,
End-angered) are found in si-rEffo-il--
Iirnestone soils in desert hills of
the Chihuatruan Desert Scrub z-one.
The plants look very much alike,
but Lee's pincushion cactus is
found on north facing slol:es, where
Sneed's is found on the hotter,
drier south facing slopes. Both
,olants grow in clumps one to two
inches high; only the Iarger globes
f lower in ivlay or June. These
plants are also Lhreatened by
ove rcol Iect i on .

One may a9k, "l'trLry protect rare
plani:s?" fhe ansr"rers are many.
.Rigirt nor^, r^re simply don't know what
we may be losing. Perhaps tire
toxin exuded fr:om the rootstock of
the i.lcKittrick Pennyroyal coul-d
have medical uses. After all, it
was "only" a mold that gave us
penicillin, and other plants have
yielded subslances usecl in drugs Lo
treat heart disease and cancer.

Many seemingly insignif.icant-
forms of life are beginning to show
important benefits in agriculture.
Texas wild rice, errr endangered
relative of Indian wild rice, is
bq.ing studied by researchers
seeking to improve disease

resisl-ance and increase the protein
in domesticated rice.

No creature exists in a vacuum.
AII living things are .oart of a
complex delicately balanced
network. The rernoval of a single
species can set off a chain
react ion af fect ing rnany others. It
has been estimated, for example,
that a Cisappearing plant can tal<e
rviLh it. up to 3O other s,oecies,
including insec'ts and higher
animals.

AII of Lls share in the
stewardship of our lands. perhaps
we should start looking at our
naLural resources not as something
passed on to us from our ancestors,
but r,:-tirer as an inheritance we are
holding for our cirildren.

(Cont inued)
'l

' Eriogonum gypsopliilum



Corypantho sneedii var.
/\
t

Ieei

Hedeoma apiculatum

Corypantha sneedii var. sneedii

Specidiziry in Flowering Nrrives

bry C;untry

Tom goonrn 39i14 11sy. 70 E:sr
(505) 522-441{ bs Cruces, N M 88ff11

W
QLntr

Native seeds/SEARCH' a

.'non-profit organization promoting
usef;l plant diversitY, needs
interns for three to four 

"veekintensive work-study in Arizona
(possibIY for college credit)'
i"t" rns' work on proroagat ion of
desert adal>ted ciops and their wild
ancestors (emPhasis is on food
crops), seed collection and storage
and research documentation' In
berested persons may contact Karen
Reichhardl, Native Seeds/SuARcH,
3950 i^i. New York Drive, Tucson AZ

857 45 .
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House Bill 347

R.ELATII\G TO THE I$ATURAL RI]SO{JRCOS DCPARTMENT; I]STABLISHING AN EAIDANGERED
PLANT SPECIES PROGP.AM; . EIIACTII{G A SBCTION o}' THE t{l4SA L978.

BE IT E\IACTED BY THE LEGIT]LA'IURE OF THE' STA'lg OF NE!'I MEXICO:
Section t. A new Section 9-I0-IO I:JMSA I97B is enacted to read:
'' 9_1C_IO. EI\TDANGERED PLATiIT

SPECIES--DEFINITIOTV--CONSIIRVATION--PENALTY PROTECTIOT$--PBRllITS.--
A. As used in this section, "endangered plant species" means any

planL species whose prospects of survival within the state are in
jeopardy or are likely, wittrin the forseeable future, to become
jeopardized. P.egulations passeC by the natural resources de.oartment
establishing a list of endangered plant species shall include those
species .li-sted in the feCeral Endangered Species Act of L973 or as that
act may be amended.

ts. fhe natural resources depart'ment shall conduct investigations
of aII species of plants in tire state in order to develop inforrnation
relating to ^oopulation, distribution, habitat needs, limiting factors
and other biological and ecological data, and to determine conservation
measures and requirements necessary for their survival. On the basis of
these investigations, the departnent shall establis1r a list of
endangered plant species.

C. The departmeni: sirall establish a program necessary for the
conservation of Iisted endangered plant species. firat program shall
include research, census, Iar,, enforcement, habitat maintenance,
propagation and transplantation. As used in this section, law
enforcement shall be defined to be law enforcement for pur,ooses of
enforcement o'f. the prohibition against taking, possession,
Iransportatioir, exportatron frorn titis state, processing, sale or off
for sal-e or shil:inent rvithin thi-s state of listed plants or prant
materials.

D. fhe departrnent sl-rall have authority to protect species of
plants deterrnined to be endangered by prohibiting the taking,
possession, transportation, exportation fro-n this sl--ater .oroc€ssing,sale or or'fer for sale or shi.oment within this state of such species
Any person who violates the.orovisions of this subsection or any
regul-ations issued pursuant to this subsection is gui-tty of a
misdemeanor and u.oon conviction shaII be fined not less than three
hundred dollars ($gOO) nor more tiran one thousand dollars ($f000) or be
imprisoned for a term of not more than one hun'lred twenty days or both.
As used in this section, ";oossession" shall be def ined to be .oossessionof Iisted plants or plant materials for purposes of taking,
t.ransportation, exportation from this stater proc€ssing, sale or offer
f or sale oy shipment within tiris state.

8.. The department may by permit aIlow colleiiion otherwise
prohibited by this seci: ion for scient if ic purposes or to enhance the

-pj.opagation-.or-survirzal 
of the af.fec.te_d species by trqqsplanting or

other means, but such,oermit shall not authorize any action that woulrf
viola-te federal laws or r-6qr-llations.

F. The department rnay enter into agreements with federal agencies,
other states, agencies or poli-ticaI subdivisions of the state, ot wittr
individr:als for administration and management of any prograrn establishedrrnder th is sect ion. ',

er
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Up Top
by Roger Peterson

l-.Iew l"lexico has about 280C0
acres (44 square miles) above
Lirnberline. For many of us this
alpine tundra .orovides the best
botanizing anylhere; a six- to
I4-lveek groling season somehow
produces an astonj-siring arralr of
foreground color against
scrulnpt ious scenic backdrops
witir conspicuous ptarmigan,
narmots, pikas, snowshoe hares,
bighorns and elk to animate the
views

Our tundra is in nine areas,
aII in the Sangr-^ de Cristo
i,lountains except Sierra Blanca,
which is marginally alpine.
Largest, with 8200 acres, is the
Truchas Peaks alpine, a network
of narrow ridges and peaks
spreading over four 7.5-minute
maps. Next in size but at the
other topographic extreme is the
Costilla l"lassif on the Colorado
border: in l{ew }lexico 6600
acres of rolling sedge meadow,
broken only irere and there by
tire rocl< and cusirion coinniunities
characterist ic of the Trucl'ras
Peaks. Alpine ar2as around
l{ireeler Peak, the Latir Peal<s,
Gold HiIl and the Santa Fe Range
follow in size.

llost of our tundra is managed
by the Eorest Service, inuch of
it protecLed by wilderness
designation. Little Costil-la
Peal< (near but not 1-lart of the
Costilla i"lassif) has about 400
alpine acres, part of the recent
"gift" (for tax write-offs) bY
Pennzoil to the Forest Service;
it wil-t be managed as a research
natural area.

Alrnost half of our alPine
plant species occur in the
Arctic, and a few like alPine
bistort (eolygonum viviparum)
an<i arp I i If -i49yqi1_€{gEEe 

)

are also in the AI.os themselves.
Some species are rai:her
restricted, though none is lcnown
just in ;rJer,'r l.lexico; we share
q19!_Lll"_jf-lfqye9"l . only rvi th
t0

soutirerrr Colorado, and snowlover
( qqlqtgrr_,lllq _f1lngg{ ) exi:encls
north orrly to soutirern r,rlyoming.

Our alpine flora has been
long-but IitLle-studied. Few
botanisi:s have cam.oed up there,
as one rnust, I think. The only
thorough work is that of William
Baker, 1983, "Alpine vegetation
of ifneele:: Peak, \Tew l4exico,
U.S.A. : gradient analysis,
classification, and
biogeograpiry, " in Arctic and
alpltg_Bgee.r"h. In-Tq'62-I=-
Eou-n-a--J-Aoz-en alpine s,oec ies new
to New i"lexico on the Costilla
Massif, no sur-orise because this
privately ovrned range has
scarcely been visited by
botanists or irikers. l-lore
surprising was finding another
species, Crepis r1ana, on my
f irst visTt t-a.sF-srirn-mer to the
Pecos tsaldies (Santa Fe Range)
--tramped over by botanists
since L9O2. I stilt don't know
whether alpine sunflower or
rydbergia (Hymenoxys
grandi f loraJ--f5 re-afry in titrevr

i,tefico,--Ehough it' s included in
Ivey's I9B3 FIowering P_lants
of xelv i"lex ico anA- -in-l{a-r-Ein-F
T96-4 accound-of Sierra Blanca.

Writers on alpine plauts
clearly Iove what theY are doing
and communicate that emotion.
Though ii lacks i'lew Mexican
data, Airllt Zwinger and Beat-rice
Willard's Land above the Trees:
A Guide to .[meficen-Al-pine
ti"dt " f fg-7ff -G-o" t Jt-ana-i- "slvEEelTace io starl- any serious
study of the Al,oine, if one rnust
start belorv I20OO feet. .SrnaII
but <1e'f tly capl-ur:ing the beauty,
the scienCe and the love is
the place to start any serious
study of the z\Ipine, if one inust
starl belovr f20OO feet. SmalI
but rlef tIY caPturing the beautY,
the science and the love ls
Nicos an<1 i{eIen Marinos' Plants

"t iire AIPine Tundr-a (198ff'-
-For -iAtnt ifiCaTion -it shorrld be

( Cont inued)



supplelnented by ts. I'IiIlard and
C. Harris'A.tpine I{ildflowers of
the Rocky Mounftins -(revis-erl-
f9%l r -6;tli-of -the -latter
booklets are available
inex.oensively frorn the Rocky
I"tountain Nature AsscjCiat ion,
Estes Park, Colorado.

(Ttre foregoing notes are from
slide talks to the Albuquerque
and Santa Fe chapi:ers in L9B4
and 1985. Please write ne at
St.John's College, Santa Fe
87501 if.you would like more
bibliographic infornration or
would like to discuss our
alpine. )

Dear Editors,
l.Iow is the time for all

wildf lower lovers to corne to the
.aid of the i r "olants !llational lvildlife Magazine

( Ja nrttry - Iq6tI -r ep-5r t s--Ea-t The
American Horticulture Society
(AHS) is offering a reward to
groups ($250) and individuals
($100) who can find and document
tle existence of plants which are
feared to be extinct.

fhe Society says there are 24O
kinds of plants now believed
ext inct and another 450 are
beccming Cangerously rare ( in the
United States. )

Ttris would be a great ,oroject
for Chapters, clubsr loutir
organizations and r^rildflower buffs
and nuts. So let's pitch in--shine

up those magnifying lensesr get
your boots on and head for the
irills, fields, roadsides,
rnountains, canyons, deserts and
backyards !

For a list of plants thorrght to
F extinct in our region, send a
self-addressed, 37-cent stam.oed
envelope to:

Wild Flower Rediscovery Project
AHS, P..O. Box 0105
Mount Vernonl VA 22L2L
fn the same vein, it's also

re.oorted by rllational Wildlife
f"laqazine thaffiilo-nal
organizations: Irlorld Wildlife
Fund and fnternational Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources, are launching worldwide
carnpaigns to protect the Earth's
remaining wild plants.

ft's good to know that Wild
Plants have so many friends.

Deb Swetnam

AC'UA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
Itl09 Agro Frb

Santa Fc. Neur Malco
87501

50t98348iil
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Chapter Re.oorts, c_ont inue<l

handicap^oed parking area.
Disturbance of the land is being
kept to a minimum. From many
.ooints in the park it is
im.oossible to even see the parlcing
area. While plans are noving
along. rapidly,'they are stiII not
far enough along to place the Bill
Mayfield l"temorial Park. At this
time of year the most noticeable
flowers in bloom were the
mustards--a large and beautiful
variety, some of which we had
never seen before. Also, there
was what Iooked like fringed
gromwell, Lithosperyg[_llgi sum of
the f orgetG6Sot-f;mily --
(Boraginaceae).

Jean Dodd

Santa Fe Chapter : Our gr:est in
l,larch was Charles GaIt, formerly
with the National park Service at
Carlsbad. He treated us to a show
of 20O slides which were some of
the rnost spectacular we've viewed
so far. Ttre show contained
exceptional scenes of the
wildflowers set against a
background of blue skies and white
clouds. fhe slides were taken in
the Chihuahuan'Desert, dll tire way
from 3000 feet elevation to TOOO
feet. I4clqded were shots of
every variety of cacti, Spanish
dagger, sotol, rock roses and
more. All present enjoyed the
pictured beauty of the Chihuahuan
Desert

Dovie fhomas
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