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SPEC IAL UPCOI1 ING EVENTS

Y'ALL COME TO SANTA FE-OTERO
GET-TOGETHER

On the weekend of JulY 9 and
1Oth, the Otero chaPter and Santa Fe
chdpter of the NPS-NM will ioin
forces in Santa Fe for a weekend of
plant explorations and social izing.
A1 1 members and friend of NPS-NM are
encouraged to attend.

Friday evening, JulY 8, a
greeti ngs and pot'luck supper wi 1 1 be
he]d. Saturday, JulY 9, Plan for a
day of botanical ramb'l ing along the
road to Tierra Amarilla and then
a.long Route 64 to Tres Piedras. This
'lovel y dri ve wi 'l I f eature many
wi l df I owers. In the eveni ng there
will be a board of director's meeting
for NPS-NM.

Sunday, JulY 10, wi I 1 be more
botanical ramblings, but this time in
the Santa Fe area as wei'l as v'isits
to selected gardens in the area.

Event deta'i 'ls are st'i I I i n
p'lanning, but if you need more
information, contact Mimi Hubby (983-
1658), El len Wi lde (982-1406) or Jean
Dodd (434-3041 ). These are two very
active chapters and we encourage
members from throughout the state to
join them for what will be an
interesting weekend.

ALASKA SUMMER STUDY

An exci t'ing tri p i s bei ng .l

offered th'is summer to study and
photograph the natural history of the;
Denali Parks of Alaska. Travel is by
train and river rafts on this 12 day
backpacking expedition. First class
begins Ju'ly 13 and the second class
begins Ju'ly ?7. Col'lege credit is
ava'i lable. Tota'l cost is $450. For
deta'i I s, wr i te i nstructor, John
V,renger, P.O. Box 24O17'1 , Anchorage,
AK 99524-017',t .

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

NPS wi 1 1 be journey'ing 'into a
often forgotten area of the far
southwestern part of the state, the
" boot hee'l " i f you wi sh, when we
vis'it the Peloncillo Mountarns
October 28, 29 and 30th. Thts
fascinating area with Plants more
akin to Mexico than surrounding flora
is a "must" for New Mexico Plant
enthusi asts. More 'inf ormati on w'i I 1

be avai lable in upcoming newsletters.t.



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Spring has definitelY arrived in
most of New Mexico-in fact it feels
more like Summer! Time to get out
and work in the garden or iust get
out. Activities are planned al I over
the state. Mark Your calendars.

The Board of NPS-NM wi 1 I meet
during the io'int Otero-Santa Fe
weekend, stoP bY and offer Your two
cents worth. Beck Smith of S'i lver
City has been spearheading native
p'lant acti v i ti es there and 'it I ook
verv prom'isi ng f or a Si 'lver ci ty area
cfraptbr! A Xeriscape Conference in
Los Al amos 'is tentati vel y schedul ed
for the end of August. Watch for
more on this!

Let me know what You think of
the column-should we continue it
as-change it or scrap it entirelY?
Remembei it is Your newsletter and
you r nat i ve P'l ant soc i ety .

AGRICULTURE OPEN HOUSES

NMSU has a network of
Agricultural Science Centers
throughout New Mexico. These Centers
conduct research to improve
agriculture in their areas and to
promote new techniques and plants in
New Mex'ico. Centers eval uate a
variety of plants from major crops
( alf a1f a, wheat, ch'i 1e, etc. ) to more
spec i al i zed top i cs ( w'i ndbreaks ,
vegetable varieties, f ru'it crops).
Some Centers are also evaluating many
of our native plants.

This year is des'ignated the
Centennial year foh NMSU and each of
the 8 Centers wi 'l t have a " Fi el d- Day "

or open house. Be'low are the
locations and dates of the open
houses: Clayton

Clov'is
Tucumcar i
Los Lunas
Farmi ngton
Artes'i a

May 26
May 27
August 12
August 24
August 26
September 1

Alcalde (Espanola)
tent'it'ive September 4

Mora October 1 5.
This is a great chance to visit

with the Center staff about their
research and learn about the exciting
activities 'in New Mexico agriculture.
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MESCAL COOKING

NPS members are espec i a] 1 Y

invited to attend the gathering and
cook'ing of mescal by 'the Mescaleros
at the Living Desert Museum near
Carlsbad MaY 19, 20, 2'l and 22' Two

nights the Mountain God Dance wi'l I be
peiformed bY one of the Mesca'lero
dancing groups.
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CHAPTER CONTACTS

If you have questions about the NPS-
NM, contact the person I 'isted be I ow
for your area.

Al buquerque: tl{al ter Graf
47 35 f',. Lea SW

Al buquerque , 87 1 05
87 7-6469

Las Cruses: Melanie Florence
R.T. 1 Box 71 1

Las Mesa, 88044
525-3529

Otero: Jean Dodd
1gO2 Canyon Rd'
Al amogordo, 883 1 0

434-3041

Santa Fe: Mimi HubbY
525 Camino Cabra
Santa F€, 87501
983- 1 658

al so

Si'lver CitY: BeckY Smith
538-5350

Portales: Lisa Johnston
P.O. Box 142
Portales, 88130
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HORTUS??

NPS-NM has added Hortus III to
i ts ma'i 'l order I i brary . Th'i s
defin'itive plant reference produced
by the staff of the L.H. BaileY
Hortorium of Cornell University is
available for $100.00 (retaii
$125.00). Postage is usual ly $1.OO
per book but for this brute, better
make it $2.00. Contact NPS Books'
P.O. Box 1206, Portaies, NM 88130.

BOOK

Robert R. HumPhreY, UniversitY
of Arizona Professor Emeritus wrote
the recentl y publ'ished: 9Q vears and

535 miles: Vesetation Qhanqes algne
iiE |.,te;rcan Eqrdel (universitY of New

f'lex i co Press , $29 . 95 ) . Photog raphs
taken in the 189O's are compared with
others taken i n the '1980's ' The
results of "long-exerted grazlng
pressures" are dramatical'ly evtdent'

APri 'l , 1988 Ari zona
Native Plant Soc'
news I etter r$
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LAS CRUCES CHAPTER REPORT

Our first meeting on February 1O

cons'isted f i rst of organ'i z'ing the
fie]d trips and meetings of the
coming year. Then we had two
i nte rest i ng s I 'i de shows . Tom Wootten
showed us some aeria'l slides of some
of the proposed wi'lderness areas ln
Southwestern New Mex'ico. Then Bob
Reeves, showed us s I i des of some ear'l y
bloomers near Las Cruces. We all
became excited about the year to come
and a] 1 the f I owe rs we w i 'l I soon see .

Our.second meeting on March I
consisted of a very interesting talk
on household herbs bY Helen PolleY
and He'l en R i chmond . He 1en R i chmond
grew plants of anise, caraway, dill'
fennel, ci lantro, chives, borage,
basil, sage, summer savorY' sweet
marjoram and thyme in her greenhouse
and brought them to the meeting for
everyone to 'look ztt, touch and smel1.
Helen Pol'ley talked about each of the
herbs mentioned above.

We a] I I earned many i nteresti ng
ti dbi ts about herbs and some members
had more personal knowledge to add.
Did you know that anise is used to
flavor livestock feed (to make it
more palatable)? Or that caraway was
used as far back as the neolithic
time (traces of carawaY seeds were
found in o]d ru'ins)? Di 1l seeds need
to be harvested before they are ripe
and then allowed to ripen. Fennel is
a particular plant--many other plants
wi l'l not grow next to it and it wi 1'l
not grow next to many other Plants.
Borage uras surpri si ngl y pri ck'ly and
has beaut'iful blue violet flowers
with black anthers. Everyone was
very interested in this presentation
what with spring iust around the
corner. Thanks to Helen and Helen!

Our first field triP was on
Saturday, March sth to Soledad Rocks
just east of Las Cruces at the base
of the Organ Mountains. VerY few
plants were in flowers. The flowering

4i

'plants were Lesquerel la fendleri.
bladderpod, which had yellow flowers,
lan unknown Lesquerel la species which
fr'.0 while filowEis, and the early
ib'loomi ng, 6."aus Neol'lovdia intertexta
'wh'ich had a green creamy white f lower
with a bright pink stigma. The green
flowered hedge hog cactus
Ech i nocereus ch I oranthus as st'i 1 

'l 'in
bud-we were one or two days too early
to see its flower. There were a few
rosettes of unknown species and the
Ocoti I los were sti'l i bare. The
perennial grasses were starting to
green up and four different spec'les
of ferns were seen green and open.

A I ittle lowelin elevation,
Twist flower (Streptanthus spectes)
and Spectacle pod (Dithvrea
w'isl i nzeni 'i ) vrere i n bud or i n
flower. we combed the area Pretty
thorough'ly wa1k'ing 'in the rocks and
on south-facing slopes, hoping to see
more pl ants 'in f I ower.

UnfortunatelY, instead of a rare
or endangered p1ant, w€ found a live
gray fox caught in a traP. After
five hours of informing the
authorities and some of us wa'iting
near the fox, an animal activist came
and took the fox to a veterinarian.
The animal's leg needed to be
amputated and the animal was
euthan i zed. V{e l earned a l ot about
the trapp i ng 'l awn 'i n New Mex i co ( or
the lack of them) through th'is
experi ence.

Our second f ie'ld trip to Tom
Mays State Park, now ca'l I ed Frankl i n
Mountai n State Park, was very
successful. We saw many cacti:
Ech'inocereus chloranthus (Cy1 inder
Be] ls) with green flowers,
Anc i strocactus unc'i natus ( Catc I aw
cactus) w'ith dark maroon-brown
f 'lowers, the t'iny one 'inch di ameter
Epithelantha m'icromeris ( Button
Cactus ) w'ith ti ny pal e pi nk f l owers 

'
Bnd Opuntia phaeacantha (PricklY
Fear) and Orvphantha strobi I iformis
ICorncob Escobaria) which were not
Flowering.
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The daY was windy but that
d'idn't stop us from hiking up several
ridges in search of more f1owers'
The area is sem'idesert grassland
dominated by Agave lecheoui 1 1a and

various grasses (Black grama
Boutelous eripoda was the most
common). Aqave neomexicana occurred
sparsely on the higher e]evations.
Yucca torrevi_ was flowering, leaves
were out on the Mesquites, and Rhus
m'icrophyl 1a ( ? ) was covered wi th
wh'ite f l owers. Dal ea f ormosa
( Feather P'lume ) was beauti f ul wi th
its ye] low and rose colored f lowers.
Although the evergreens Rhus
choriophv l 'la and Gs-f-rye wi qhti i were
not flowering, they dotted the
landscape with green. I could go on
and on w'ith all.the small f lowers
seen on th'i s tri p . w'i th space be i ng
l'im'ited, I will just conclude that
everyone was very happy that Sprtng
is here!

Melanie

OTERO CHAPTER REPORT

The Otero Chapter opened the
1988 season w'ith a sl ide show in the
newi y remodeled A1 amogordo Publ i c
Library. Sl'ides shown included
native trees, shrubs, cacti and
succulents and wi'ldf lowers f rom f ield
trips in both the desert and the
mountains. San Andreas Canyon slides
by John McNe'l ]y'included his big
Torreyi Yucca-the one 23' tal 1 . It
is indeed impress'ive.

The library furnished a
'l andscap i ng p'l an of the p 1 ant i ngs
after the remode'l ing program was
f i n i shed . Many of the p'l ants are
native'and from Tom Wootten's Dry
Country Pl ants. Carl i tta Harvey, NPS
member, was in charge of the
1 andscap i ng.

Now that we have been to Hueco
Tanks we would highly recommend it to
others . See Texas H.i qhwavs August ,
1985 for more information. The onlyplant in bloom in any quantity was
the Mexican Buckeye-Unsnad.ia
speciosa. It was growing mostly up
against the rocks. Littleleaf
mul berry-Morus mi crophyl la,
Silktassel of the Garrya Family were

there. Soto1, Yucca elata and
Lechuguilla were there but nothing jn
b'loom although the Yucca torrevi were
bl oomi ng a f ew mi les away 'in E I Paso.
One lone clump of Echinocereus
qurnev i i had br i ght red b1ossoms .

EssentiallY Hueco Tanks features
several piles of heaPed uP rocks if
you can imagine this on a grancl
scale. Tom Perea has been going out
there for 50 years and was an
excellent guide. Going from the hot
day to the loveiy cool of a rock
shelter and seeing the rock art on
the wa] I s and cei 1 i ngs i mmedi atel y
opens up many possibilities to the
imagination to one taking refuge
there. The huecos (natural basins)
make interesting patterns in the
rocks besides furnishing a water
supply.

At the Edible Native Pot'luck,
4/23, there were no deserts ! F'i rst
time. We did have lovelY, Pale
green-spi nach-spaghetti w'ith pi nyons;
a casserole of cheses, green chiles,
a 'layer of tumbl eweed, a1 1 toPPed
with sliced tomatos; ginger chicken
w i th w'i 'l d sunchokes ; beef and cactus -

A cho'ice of Nopal i tos ( cactus str i ps )

or Quelites (Lanb's quarter) both
with a number of additions and
seasonings were served with freshly
made, smal I corn torti I I as.

Then there was the Morton's
yard! We rea11y think theY wave a
magic wand once in awh'i le to get the
resu'lts they do. A 'large col lection
of cacti was in b'loom. MealY sage
was enormous and in full bloom-in the
rest of the area it is less than a
foot tal l. Mainstay plants include
Mexican E1der, Rabbitbrush and Desert
Wi I low.

Jean

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Gulded Tours i
t -F7gafiilF[i Wlldtlowers, Btrds,a rd-

\ rl Ghost Towns
Vrlt7 Myra McCormlck (505) 538-2538

Silver Clty, N.M. 88061
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Otero

Las Cruces

CAL€NDAR

May 7 Plant Sale' 9-
1 :00, Garden
Center

June 25 Three Rivers
fi el dtri P. Meet

at 10:00 a.m. at
the turnoff from
Hwy. 54. Bri ng
I unch and water.

July 30 Monument
Canyon fieldtrtP.
Meet at 10:00 a.m.
at the Lodge i n
Timberon. Trai l
to Monument Canyon
Waterfal I about
1 1/2 m'i les.
Bring lunch and
water.

May.8 7:00 a.m.
fieldtriP to
Cari zozo Lava
Flow. Entrance
Fee will be
charged. Meet at
NMSU PAN AM
parking lot.

May 11 7:30 P.m.
meeting at NMSU A
Bl dg. , .Medi ci na1
Plants bY Pat
Penf i el d.

June 5 7:00 a.m.
Springtime-Luna
Campground-San
Mateo Mts. Meet
at Pan Am Parking

" ]ot.
June 8 7:30 P.m.

meeting at NMSU

Ag. 81dg. 'Chaparral fi re
EcologY bY Melan'ie
Fl orence.

July 10 8 a.m. Broad
CanYon Pot Luck
Picnic

July 13 7z 30 P.m.
meeting bY guest
speaker Scott
Florence of the
BLM, The BLM's
Role in Managing
Rare and
Endangered Plants.

Santa Fe May 4 5 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. Opening and
reception for the
exhibit, "New
Mexico Flora", €lt
the Governor's
Gal I ery.

May 15 Plant walk and
pot I uck 'in
Eldorado at the
home of Aurora
Sanchez-Baca.
Carpool at 9:30
a. m.

May 29 Carpool from
P. E. R. A. for
botan'i ca'l
rambl i ng.

May 6 For those not
attending the
opening in Santa
Fe of the art
exhi bit, chapter
program to be
announced.

June 1 Ted Hodoba on
plants of the
grasslands...or
some such.

A1 buquerque

RAIN FOREST EXTINCTION

Based on island biogeograPhY'
when one tenth of an area is
destroyed, approximately ha]f of its
species wi I I be 'lost. If th'is holds
true then the continuing destruction
of tropical rain forest may mean the
loss ofl 750,OOO spec'ies of plants and
animals within the next few decades.

LEGUMES

The legumes, the world's th'i rd
largest flowering plant family with
18,000 herbs, shrubs and tress' are
so se]f sufficient they wil'l grow
anywhere. The Tamarugo tree of
Chile, is able to thrive in the
Atacama Desert where the soil is
nearly totally salt and the only
moisture is from mist in the air.

Arbor Day, March,/APril
1 988
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ALBUQUEROUE CHAPTER REPORT

Mr. Panayoti Kelaidis from the
Denver Botanic Garden stopped in
A]buquerque on his was to the
Penstemon Symposium in Arizona in
order to share with Albuquerque
chapter members 'as we] 1 as members
and f riends of the Rio Grande Botan'ic
Garden his be'l iefs on the benef its of
a botan'ical garden. Mr. Kel ai di s
stressed the difficulties p'lants
experience in our arid c] imate and
the need to know more about the
plants able to tolerate these extreme
conditions. His sl ide presentation
covered many alpine plants at the
Denver Botan'ic Garden and stressed
those that have shown drought
tendenc i es .

A surprise bonus was penstemons
for sale at the end of the meeting to
benefit the Rio Grande Botanic
Garden. The Kelaidis' were taking
the penstemons to Arizona when the
question of border inspection arose.
One group's loss was another 's gain.

?? sTLVER crrY cHAPTER ??

Native plant rumblings have been
heard over Si'lver City way as'Becky
Smith along with nearly a dozen other
native plant 'lovers are busy
organiz'ing the Gi'la Native Plant
Society. A] ready NPS-NM has good
representat'ion in that area and we
hope our members are helping th'is
fledgf ing organ'ization. The Gila
Native Plant Soc'iety contacted NPS-NM
about possible affiliat'ion and found
us to be "cooperative and welcoming
'in reply to inquiries and seemed to
operate in an effective and informa'l
manner. " Informal i ndeed. Al ready
the new organ i zat'i on has he t d a p 1 ant
exchange and is discussing plant for
a botanical survey of the Big Ditch
i n S'i I ver Ci ty. The I ast survey was
done in 1937. We hope if they decide
to undertake this proiect they share
their findings with the NPS-NM
news I ett,er. .

AGUA FruA NURSF.RY. NC.
I{O9 Ague Fna

Smtr Fe. l{ar l.lalco
t7501
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WHITE SANDS UPOATE

Even though the Otero Chapter'
goes to the Missi le Range about the
same time every year, the plants
blooming are always different and in
different places. This year we were
2 weeks early and saw many star
points (Microseris l'inearifolia) in
bud or in blossom. Last year we
mostly saw their lovely seed heads.
Whi le th'is year's trip turned up a
surprising number of biooming plants,
we were most conscious of ra'in, hai 1

and lunch in the bus.
In addition to the star points,

we also saw pepper grass,
scorpionweed, desert marigold,
ocoti I lo, pFickly poppies, 9i 1 ia,
spectacle pod, Tahoka daisy. We also
saw Pesanum harmala. Dvssodia
acerosa. Leuclene erico'ides. and Nama
hisoidum.

Ou r ass'i gned gu'i de ,

archaeologist Bob Burton, took us to
Trinity site (first atomic bomb
explosion), the McDonald house where
some of the bomb was assembled, and
past the' nuclear explosion simulation
test site. He pointed out the
different mountain ranges and canyons
and sorted out approximate locations
of county lines. He also told of
findings indicating Indian activities
over time. We saw many wild horses,
deer and an oryx.

If ]ook'ing at Plants on an
acti ve mi i 'itary range i s forei gn to
you, we are al'lowed one accompanied
trip a year. The ArmY furnishes a
bus, driver and a guide who knows how
to get around on the range and where
we can't go that Particular day. In
sp'ite of the weather it was a great
trip. This is such a beautiful
state.

Jean

REAGAN AND WILDFLOWERS

Last JanuarY President Reagan
was explaining the reason why he
needed a line-item veto when he chose
to use an example of needless
spend'ing a bill for a $50,000
research grant for New Mexico to
assi st i n the commerci al 'izat'ion of
wi ldflowers. Just as we are
encouraging PeoPle to look at our
native ptants for new possibilities
in landscaping and soil
stabi'l ization, we receive a slap of
bad publ icitY.

Wildflowers were not the onlY
example used bY Mr. Reagan, the
cranberry and blueberry industry also
received a salvo. Here we have three
industries util izing native plants
and we are held uP to national
ridicule.

Sure would be nice for those of
us slugging it out in the trenches to
receive a little positive recognition
from above.

NPS-NM Editor
2500 Norment Rd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
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