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BOSQUE DEL APACHE I',,IEADOV/ MADNESS

UPDATE AND VIDEO

NPS-NM has an Olympic caliber
team if sowing, raking and mu1ching
ever become a triathlon event. In
about 3 hours our crew of 35 game
i nd'ivi dual s covered 2 acres wi th
pretreated seeds, raked them in,
covered with a mulch of Blue Grams,
Spike Muhly, L'ittle Blue Stem and
Galleta hay. Then we stood back and
watched the new sprinkler system
christen our handiwork. This
project continues to be stuff dreams
are make from. Amazing what a group
of peop'le working together can
accompl ish and what a ioy the
process can be.

Specia'l thanks to Bev Grady and
her helpers who choreographed the
event, to the Bosque del APache
staff who provided the exce'l lent

^accommodations 
and tours and who

Ulrorked with us Sunday morning. And
of course a special thank You to the
Merry Meadow Makers for thei r
energetic teamwork.

The Meadow Madness video
featuring the Merry Meadow Makers
team, produced by Gi 1 Grady wi I I be
available soon. Those of you who
feel that you missed something
special--YOU DID! !

Futu re p'l ant i ng dates w i I 1 be
announced in this neh,sletter. More
work is yet to come.

The following is a partial list
of seeds sown in the Meadow Madness:

Blue Flax
Penstemon barbatus

pseudospectabi I i s
ambi guus
str i ctus
cardinal is
vi rgatus
angusti fo'l i a

Gayfeather
Black Eyed Susan
Purpl e Conef 'lower
Paperf 'lower
Gi I ia coronafol ia

Judi th
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A'lbuquerque
Merri 1'le Dolan
Kimberly Johnson
R'ichard Jurgensen
Phi'l & Kathy Garcia

Las Cruces
Phy'l lis N. Gottsha'l I
Paula Johnson
Marianne H. Thae'ler
Nancy Fruend
Jo Ann Zemb'iec

Otero
Grace F1 i nn
E I i zabeth Mah i 'l 'l
Jack & Li'l Bristol
Raquel J. Batty
Denise A. Lang

Santa Fe
Victor 7a1ma J

Jennifer French
R'ichard & Karin Salzmann

Si lver City
Theresa L. Germain

Out of State
Wynn Anderson,' E1 Paso
Stacey Stechner, Grand Junction

Co'lorado
Li I 1 ian Champion, Yucaipa,

Cal ifornia
Jeanne Hosch, El Paso
Raymond Shader, Ft. Col

Col orado
Dorothy Bybee, Conrose,

lins,
Texas

I

AMERICAN NATIVE LANDSCAPE AWARD

The American Native Landscape
Award is given to the person or
organi zation that best exempI i f ies
the creative native plant uses.
Consideration points include:
succession, seasonal interest,
ecological fitness, F€gional
adaptation, and artistic flavor.
There are four categories and an

iil:io'"::ll":: :JY;:,1: :;;?.:3:.'"l
Awards wi 11 be g'iven at the Nat'ive
Plant Conference in Cul lowhee, N.C.
on July 29, 1989. Entries must be
received by June 1.

While it may be too late to
enter this year, this may well be a
project homeowners, designers and
contractors may be interested in
enteri ng 'in the f uture.

Projects must have been
designed and/or instal'led within the
past 5 years and must be submitted
by the original designer, where
helshe is a landscape arch'itect,
contractor or homeowner.

One set of landscape plans must
be submitted.

Ten to twelve sl ides of the
comp'leted project must be submitted.

A summary of the project
concept along with a clear
description of the total landscape
process, etc. must be submitted

Final'ists should be prepared tq
make a brief oral presentatibn at Othe conference.

For more information contact
Natives Landscape Corporation,
P.O. Box 2355, Covington, Louisiana,
70434.
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CHAPT€R R€PORTs
]t.ro Report

Jar i 'l 'la Mountai ns

Cactus nut Dee Umberson led us
on a tri p i n the Jar i 'l 1a Mountai ns
4/8/89. He furn'ished a sheet
describ'ing cacti that grow in this
area where he has been going for at
least 30 years watching the cactus
s'it there and hybridize. One
statement he made is as fol lows:

"Let's enjoy them, photograph
them, and keep the'i r ex i stence a
secret. It would be a tragedy for
commerc'ia1 col 'lectors to obl i terate
them. "

We have been asked to
participate in an endangered cactus
survey and told that afterwards we
shou'ld forget where they are. Signs
of the t'ime! !

Main cactus blossoms were seen
ln Echinocereus ch'loranthus var.
-"n r orEnulr"-r"ral I yGTJTEFy , up to

6= hrgh, 2. diameter, central spines
droop sf ightly, bright chartreuse
f 1 owe rs . A'l so Ech i noce reus
oolvacanthus var. rosei-this in
shades of red, rose, pinks of
d i f f erent shades, orange, near'ly
white.

l,'/e saw many w i 1 df I owers ;
Gai I lardia, desert marigold,
verbena, Da]ea formosa, ya1 low f 1ax,
fleabane, peppergrass, chocolate
f 'lower, and others. A complete l'ist
is avai'lable upon request f rom Jean
Dodd, Otero Chapter contact. The
spiny Condalia spathulata grows in
this area but was not in bloom.

Jean

Las Cruces Report

Cox Ranch

Our field trip to the Cox Ranch

-^/as 
on a cool day with ]ow clouds.

UIhe cholla and yucca were covered
with ice and snow. There were no
f 'l owers out y€t , except mustards .

The fe.rns had I eafed out and the
moss was green. V'le explored around
the old hote'l ru'ins and enioyed the

scenery. The flowing waterfall was
very picturesque.

B. L.M. Wi lderness

Greg Magee di scussed w'i I derness
areas 'in southern New Mexico at our
March meeting. Historical'ly,
wtlderness was something to be
subdued and conquered. This
attitude changed w'ith the Wi lderness
Act of 1964 which designated
wilderness areas as places
"untrammeIed by man."

The Bureau of Land Management
was not included'in the original
w i 'lderness 'law, so now B. L. M. I ands
are being evaluated. An area must
meet the foliowing criteria to be
cons i dered for w'i I derness:

1) natura'lness
2) opportun'ities for sol itude
and recreation
3) adequate size (minimum 5,000
acres )
4) supp'lemental va'lues (not
mandatory )
After explain'ing a litt'le

history of wi lderness leg'islation,
he showed us sl ides of areas that
are now wilderness in southern New
Mexico (White Mountain, Three
Rivers, Leopold and Gila Wilderness
Areas) and proposed wilderness areas
( Bl ue Creek Canyon, G'i I a Lower Box,
Cedar Mountains, Florida Mountains,
Cooke's Range, V'lest Potrillos, Mt.
R i 'ley , Aden Lava F'l ow , Rob I edo
Mountai ns and Organ Mountai ns
W'i 'l derness Study Areas ) . Thanks
Greg for the beaut'iful slide show.

Jari 1 la Mountains

Our field trip on ApriI 9 was
to the Jarilla Mountains. There was
not a lot of variety of species seen
but the claret cup cacti were very
numerous. These cact'i were
flowering and the colors were pink,
red, orange and wh'ite (the normal
color is scarlet). It was very
beautiful. We don't know the reason
for the many colors but we guessed
that it was due to weather. Last
year there was a cold snap which set
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back the blooming on the claret cuP
cacti to coincide with Echinocereus
cacti's b]oom'ing. This probably
happens often enough to result in
hybridization between the two
species. Also f'lowering were
Ch'i huahuan f I ax , b'l adde rpods and
Apache Plume.

Snakeweed Research

Have you ever wondered about
why snakeweed is so pervasive in New
Mexico? Our questions were answered
by Dave Richman at our APri 1

meeti ng. He has been 'invol ved wi th
the biological control of woody
snakeweed species at NMSU for many
years. First of all, snakeweed
( Guti errez'ia ) occurs i n North
America from Californ'ia east to
Texas and f rom central Mex'ico to
Canada. It was thought to originate
i n Mex i co. Snakeweed al so occurs 'in
South America mostly in Argentina
and Chi le (a]ong with mesquite and
creosote bush! ). It is thought that
this population orig'inated from only
one stray plant because al I these
seven species hare high]y polypoid.

Photos from the 1850's showed
grasses as high as the horses's
be11y with snakeweed, creosote bush
and mesquite in very restricted and
discontinuous popu'lations. Why is
snakeweed so common now?

Overgrazing is, one contributing
factor. Photos from the 1890's show
a very much overgrazed landscaPe.
Snakeweed is an aggressive Plant
wh jch almost magical 'ly occurs on
broken ground. Snakeweed is
unpal atab'le to I i vestock and
contains saponins which cause cattle
to abort. Another reason is the
general trend toward dryness since
the last ice age which maY favor
shrubs over grasses

Snakeweed is not a Permanent
plant, however, because it has a
l'ife span of about seven Years. If
grass cover can be restored, it will
'l i mi t f uture snakeweed establ 'ishment
(although a snakeweed Plant may
produce up to 30,000 seeds/Year ) .

Another way to 1 imit snakeweed is to
burn it in the Spring after a ra'in.
However, the area must have enough
fuel to carry the fire. Biological
control may a'lso be a waY to lim'it
4

snakeweed. Two beetle larvae
species eat snakeweed roots,
grasshoppers defol iate the plants,
leaf hoppers and mealy bugs could I
disease vectors, one beet'le species-
eats flower buds and a few moths
species are root and leaf boring.
This subject is the focus of Dave
Richman's research. His goal is to
bring back the diverse flora and
grass we had in the 1850's. we hope
he achieves his goal !

Melanie

Gi 1a

Our chapter volunteers have
finished putt'ing in the native plant
gardens at the City Jail and at the
Silver City Museum. Maintenance and
regular watering chores are be'ing
arranged for.

In March, Prof. Terry Heiner,
of |{NMU, presented a program on
plant propagation with
demonstrations, s"l ides and door
pri zes of Ch i huahua Pine seed I i ngs.

3i':::?ii.?ll'.3"?!3?3i,"' 
exam''!

interactions. Our many thanks to Dr.
He'iner for one of our finest
programs and trooped av{ay happily
with our tiny pine forest.

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Gulded Tours !

Wlldflowerg, Blrds,

Ghost Towns

Myra McCormlck (505) 538-2538

Silver Clty, N.M. 88061

A FESTIVAL OF HERBS

The Rio Grande Nature Center,'focated at 2901 Candelaria NW in
Albuquereu€, will host a Festival of
Herbs on the weekend of June 24 and
25 "rl?oii';i3o?;l;, rerreshm"nt",O
herb plants and handicrafts will be
features along with a spinning and
dye workshop and demonstration bY
Las Aranas Spinners and Weavers
Guild.
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Las Cruces

May 7

May 10

June 1 1

June 14

July I

Jul y 12

A1 buquerque:
CAL€NDAR

Otero:

May 13

May 27

June 24

July 29

':Maintenance of Native
Landscapes" A'l buquerque
Museum, 2000 Mounta'in Rd.
NW 7:30 p.m.

June to December wi 'l I i nc I ude an
update on the future A1 buquerque
Botanic Garden, land reclamation
efforts in New Mexico, Agaves,
Composites, wreath making with
native plant materia] , etc. Watch
for details in the Sunday
A'lbuouerque Journal "Happenings"
secti on.

Plant Sale! Garden
Center, corner of 1 Oth and
Oregon, across from the
1 i brary. 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Edible Nat'ive Potluck at
noon. George and Ad
Hanawa]t home. Cal I f or
d'i recti ons.

West Side Road trip
(un'less it rains). Meet at
the Medical Faci 1 ity in
Cloudcroft at 9:00 a.m.
Pau l Gordon 'l ead'i ng tri P .
Bring lunch.

Paul Gordon's trip to
Capitan Mountains. Meet aL
10:00 a.m. at the Smokey
Bear Park in Capitan.
Bring lunch.

Dest'inations have yet to be
selected for May 21 and
June 3 trips, but dates are
firm. Meet at 8:00 a.m.
P.E.R.A. park'ing 1ot, bring
water and I unch.

Phyllis Hughes leading us
to Cactus Hi .l1. P'lease
wear sturdy shoes; th'is
trip wi'l 1 include both easy
ramb I 'i ng and an opt i ona I
short but rugged cl imb.

Field trip to BishoP's
Cap, 8:00 a.m. at Pan Am

Center parking 1ot.

Meeti ng. Bi I I Dunmi re
from Nature ConservancY,
guest speaker.
" Endangered P'l ants . 7 : 30
p.m. at Ag. Bldg. Room
1 90, NMSU

Fie]dtrip to Ki lbourne
Hole-East Potri llos, 8:00
a. m.

Meeting. Me'lanie Florence
on "The Influence of
Geomorphology on Plants".
Fi el dtri p to B'lack Range,
Pot Luck Picnic, 7:00 a.m.

Meeting. Jan Meissner on
"Designing with Native
PIants".

Field trips to Bear Mtn.
and Rain Creek.

Meeti ng, 7 :30 p. m. at
Harlan Hall of Science,
WNMU. Tom Wooten wil'l be
the speaker.

Santa Fe

May 21
June 3

June 1 8

13 &

21

d"r 24
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LA /VD-fiU PI/VG W TH WILDFL O lI/En-,

by Diane Wilson, Botanist,
Applewood Seed Company

( condensed f rom "Wi ldf 'lower" , March
1s89 )

The 'interest in and
availability of wildflower seed has
increased greatly in recent years.
Unfortunately, there are numerous
misconceptions about what
constitutes the best mixtures to use
and how to estab'l ish and maintain
them properly.

For ornamenta'l 1 andscap i ng ,first to insure you are getting the
most for you money, buy wi'ldf lower
seed that i s h i gh qual 'i ty . Seed
should meet state standards for
germination, have high purity
( over 95X des'i red seed ) , and contai n
no noxious weed seeds.

Many companies sel I
regiona'l ized seed mixtures.
The most desirable regionalized
mixtures contain annuals and
perennials wh'ich are either native
or have naturalized in that region.
Native/natural i zed annuals are
h i gh'l y des'i rabl e because they
prov'ide color for long periods
during the season and may reseed
year after year if growing
conditions permit.

Unfortunately, I imited annual
species exist in nature throughout
most of North America. Notable
exceptions incl-ude the regions west
of the Sierra and Cascade Mountains
and the states bordering the Gu'lf of
Mexico. For this reason, most seed
companies offer regiona'l mixtures
that contain non-native or non-
natural ized annuals. These annuals
are essential in ornamental
landscaping because they provide a
colorfu'l display the f i rst year and
act as a nurse crop for the slower
developing perennials. Without the
annuals, most perennials plantings
wi'l 1 be overrun w'ith weeds in the
fi rst season.

A'lso important in ornamental

6

landscaping are height restrictions.
Because taI 1 w'i I df I ower mi xtures
tend to look unkempt or too wild,
1ow growing mixtures have been in
great demand for suburban and urban
sett'ings. Mowi ng i n the f al 1

eliminates tall, dead f'lowering
stalks and helps to disperse the
seed. Very 'low-growi ng mi xtures ( t O
inches or less) do not require fall
mowi ng.

Approach a wi'ldf lower planting
as you would a garden. Throwing
seed out into an area with
establ ished vegetation rarely
produces a flower meadow. Start
with bare soil that has been tilled.
l{ater the soi 1 thoroughly, al low
weed seeds to germinate, then spray

l?:3^X;;:'l#:'ffi1"[3'::35003[.it
For added protection, repeat this
procedure one more times, without
tilling the sojl again. If seed 'is
broadcast, rake or drag the area
1 ightly. For large areas, dri I I ing
or hydroseeding may be appropriate.

Moisture during the early
stages is critical. Do not allow
the seedbed to dry out for at least
4 to 6 weeks. To keep wi ldflowers
at thei r peak, supp'lemental wateri ng
of up to 1/2 inch per week may be
required, especially in hot, dry
weather.

l{hen weeds are a major prob'lem,
first spray existing vegetation with
glyphosate. When vegetation is
dead, use a slitseeder to sow seed
directly into the dead debris. This
method eliminates ti'l 'l 'ing the soil,
which often bring many weed seeds up
to the surface.

Unti 1 wi ldf lowers are wel'l
established, weed control is
important and may be an ongoing aactivity for at least two growing -seasons. Once you can identify the
weeds, cutting, spot-spraying and/or
hand pulling weeds are effective
ways to eliminate them.



GRAY RANCH: TIME IS RUNNING OUT ! !

U The U. S. F'ish and l{i I dl i f e
Service has the opportunitY to bY
the Gray Ranch in Hildago County and
establ ish the ranch as the Animas
Nat'ional f^J'i 1d1 i f e Ref uge.

First, Congress must
appropriate the money. Recent
history indicates Republ ican
administrations are against publ ic
lands and the current administration
does not appear to be bucking the
trend.

At stake is the Gray Ranch, a'large tract ( 360,000 acre ) that i s
truly an ecological treasure house.
No other area within the U.S.
contains this part'icular habitat.

Now 'is the time to let our
senators and representatives know we
support the acquisit'ion by the
Federal government. If funds are
not provided this year, there is
danger that the ranch wi 1 I be
subd'i v i ded , opened f or mi n i ng and/ or

rleased for heavy, destructive cattle
lrazing. The precious flora

diversity would be forever lost in
this country.

The main opposition to th'is
measure seems to be coming from the
catt'le and mining industries. Now
is the time to let your vo'ice heard,'
contact our congressional delegation
espec i a'l I y Senator Jef f Bi ngaman.

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Albuquerque: lalter 6raf, 1735 l. Lea Sf. 8i105'

( 817-6109 )

Las Cruces: l{elanie Florence, R,I. I Bot 7l l.
Las ilts8. 8801{, | 525-3529 i

0tero Ccunty: lean 0odd, i302 Canyon Ro.,

Alrnogordo, 88310, i13{-3011 t

Sanla Fe: l{rni l{ubby, 525 Canino Cabra, Santa Fe' 81501'

( 983- I 058 t

Si lver City: SecI Sntth, t538'5350)

Reg i onal 'ism: Landscapi ng w'ith
Nat i ves

A recent 'issue of The P'lant
Press, Ari.zona Nat'ive Pl ant
Society's newsletter had an article
on regional landscaping by Karen
Reichhardt and others. The comments
made by Re'ichhardt bear
consideration here in New Mex'ico.

Wh i 'l e we advocate 1 andscap i ng
with drought to'lerant plants, are we
doing a disservice by also includ'ing
drought to'lerant exotics?

Granted our plant palette is a
bit limited in some areas, but by
inc1uding "foreigners" are we
falling into another sterotypical
landscap'ing. Are we trading the New
Eng'land'look with maples and'lawns
for Medi terranean Ita'l ian Cypress
and o] i ves?

Do we have a clear purpose when
bre tal k about nat.ive p l ants .in
'landscap i ng . Are we creat i ng a" sense of p'l ace " us i ng nat i vE p.l antsor are we recreating the same
desi gns but wi th dif f erent pi antmaterial?

Right now, both. Where are weheaded? Where do you think we oughtto go?
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Larkspur

DESERT MOON NI'NSEN,Y

P.O. BOX 600
VEGUITA, NEW ME)OCO 87062

(505) 8640614

NATTVE PLANTS OF THE
SOUTTITVEST AND MEXICO

Specializing in Agaves, Yuccas and other Succulents



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Summary

The NPS Board of di rectors met
April 16th at Bosque del Apache.
The officers for 1989 are: Lisa
Johnston, President; Bob Reeves,
V i ce Pres'i dent ; Margaret Bradber ry ,

Recording Secretary; Jean Dodd,
Treasurer ; Jean Hefl i n, Membershi P
Secretary; M'imi Hubby and Michele
Peters, Members at Large. Other
chai rmen 'incl ude Susan Wachter,
newsletter editor (to be replaced by
Ellen Wilde); and Ted Hodoba,
Conservati on commi ttee.

The Bosque de1 Apache Proiect
is progressing well, the meadow was
planted and the remaining perennials
will be planted later this Year.
Phase II wi'l 'l begin shortly and wi'l l
include cooperating on education
material (brochures, tour lists,
etc. ) and signs for the area.

The Conservation Committee will
meet and deve'lop policy statements
on conservation issues and rePort
back to the board. NPS bY-laws will
be reviewed for potential changes
this summer. Anyone w'ishing to
assist with this shou'ld contact Mimi
Hubby 'in Santa Fe. There has also
been some 'interest in sponsoring a
I andscap'i ng contest. Ted Hodoba
will research it.

We have the oPPortunitY to host
a W'i 'ldf 'lower Photography workshop in
Albuquerque area later is summer.
To do this, w€ need someone to serve
as local chairman to coordinate the
event. If you are interested,
please contact Lisa Johnston.

HPS-ilit election results sre in. O
The folloving people compri$e
the tPS-tit Board:

President: tisa Johnston
85 | W. l9th 5t.
Porteles, lf il 88 | 50

Yice President: Bob Reeves

Record. Sec: llargaret Bradberrg
Treasurer: Jean Dodd

llembership Sec: Jean Heflin
443 Live Oal Loop llE
Albuquerque, 87122

Directors: rlimi Hubbg
Hichele Peters

Conservation Chai rmEn:
Ted Hodoba

P-O. BOX 600
Yeguita, llil 87fJ62

llevsletter Editor ( Ueg. next
Ellen Wilde
ll0CallePinonero
Santa Fe, lll'l 875Os

issue)

NPS-NM Editor
2500 Norment Rd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
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