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Nov./ Dec. Southeastern Chapter has no set meeting date. For information on
these months, call Nina Eppley at 622-7\80.

nov./ Obc. Otero-Lincoln Chapter will nor meet rhese months. Happy Holidays!

November 3 Albuquerque Chapter meets(lst Wednesdays): Jim Lewis will speak
on Gardening without work. 7:30 pm, Museum of Albuquerque, 2000
Mountain Road.

November 6 Las Cruces Chapter Field Trip to Aguirre Springs. Meet at 8:00am
at Brannigan Library.

November 10 Las Cruces Chapter meets(2nd Wednesdays): Mrs. Chavez will speak
on herbs and their uses as seasonings and medicines . 7 z3O pm, NMSU
Agricultural Building, Room 156.

November 17 Santa Fe Chapter meet.s(3rd Wednesdays): Paul Knight of the New Mexico
Heritage Program will speak on "Edaphic SpeciaLization of Native
Plantstr. 7:30 pm, St. Johnrs College, Lab Building, Room 118.

December I Albuquergue & Glenn Niner Chapters joint Christmas Potluck. For
di:tails on place and ti-me, call Frances Szeman at 344-8201 .

December 4 NPS Board of Directors Meeting. Election of Officers. Lunch at noon,
(brown bag). Meeting at 1:00. Los Lunas Plant Materials Center,
1036 Miller ST SW, Los Lunas

December 8 Las Cruces Chapter meeEs: Annual potluck supper at the Loziers,
1934 Highland ar 6:30.

December 15 Santa Fe Chapter meets: For information on this meeting, caII
Carol Dimeff ar 984-0750.

Ileautiful Cil;r liivc,r llonrr'sLrt,rrl

7.6 acres

Rich i-:cology hli,lderness nearby
2 Rustic llouscrs Cardeus, Sheds

l)etails: Jolrn ligber t 24')-2015, ')45-4032

1613 Bavita Nt,l , All>u<yucr-que NI,l 87 I0l



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

ttwhatts yours is mine, whatts mine is my
or^m!" This joyous chant from childhood
days when we played keep-away and we all
knew we were playing the same game, nort
pops up again on less innocuous terms.
Neighbors of ours think our water should
be their water, while it is improbable
that they think Eheir elect.ricity should
be our electricity.

Figures released from N.M.S.U. sEate thaE
72% of New Mexicots presenE water supply
is utilized by agriculture, which produces
necessities of life that cannoL be sur-
rendered. Water is measured in acre feet,
the volume requi-red to cover one acre one
foot deep. Present New Mexico rvater use
other than agricultural is lisEed in acre
feet as follows:

Uroan 140,000
Mineral production 50,000
Industrial production 22,OOO
Power production 55,000
Resevoir evaporation 370,000

Considering our sun-belt population esti-
mates for the year 2,000, letts cede to
our chummy neighbors the 370,000 acre feet
of resevoir evaporation, to cool their
hot air.

-!1'W '
LETTER TO THE EDITORS

t'. . As a collecEor of rare and species
plants (particularly N. American species),
I would like to become a member of your
society. . I try to collect as much seed
as possible and would be happy to exchange
or donate them to vour members.

P.S. I have access to a good supply of
native Australian seed-- this would prob-
ablv do well in New Mexico.

Dr. William Cochrane
ttWoodbinett

Queenscliff Road
R.M.D. Doysdale, Victoria
3222, AusLralia

Well readers, herets your chance to get
some very different seed and to provide
a fellow plant lover with some seed of
your favorites. Do write and let him
know what vou are interesEed in!

DO WE HAVE ANY VOLUNIEERS???

It's that time of year again. NFS is
looking for a few good persons. The hours
aren't bad & the pay is great if you find
meeting and exchanging ideas with other
good people with native interests rewarding.

Yes f riends, NPS is asking f or nominations
for officers for 1983. On the state leve1
we nominations for President, Vice-presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, & Membership
Secretary. (Please submit nominations by
Nov.20th to the Newsletter Editors). Don't
be shy, volunteer yourself ! ! ! 

]

On a loca1 level, chapter leadership needs 
Irepresentatives to report on act.ivj-ties I

for the newsletter, contact members abouE I

activities (by mail and/or phone), suggesr 
I

and help coordinate programs, field trips, 
I

and activities. The talents of our members I

are diverse and interesting. 
I

Besi-des volunteers to serve as officers,.wetd I

like to encourage all our members to take an I

active part in your society. Artists & photo- 
|

graphers, show us your work, either at chapter 
I

meetings or in the newsletter. Growers of 
I

natives, lend us your expertise via propa- 
|

gation workshops. Those of you who are skilled 
I

typj.sts, especialty if you're f eeli-ng un- 
|

appreciated, wetd love to shower you with 
I

thanks for the contribution of your time and 
I

talent. Those of you who have been hoping to 
I

see your favori-te topic (be it medicinals, 
i

botany & ethnobotany, landqgape design, 
]

pruning or whatever) highlighted in the
newsletter, you know a sure way of getting
it done is to write it voursel.f.

Do it NOW! ! ! Volunteer for NPS.

Contributors to this issue are:

J.D. Jean Dodd
J.P. Judith Phillips
J.L. Jean Lozier
T.H. Ted Hodoba
M.W. l"lary Wollers
T.A. Tom Andrews
J.G. .Tack Greathouse
L.J. Lisa Johnston

Editors: Lisa Johnston & Judith Phillips



CONSERVATION NOTES

Election time is "f*o]t upon us. The New

Mexico NaEive Planc Society does not en-
dorse candidates for public office. How-
ever, many of us have a very real concern
for the future of native plants and the
land that supports them. The attitude and
votes of our federal and state represenfa-
tives have a great impact on how land will
he used i-n New Mexico.
I would like to provide our members with
some background information on Ehe con-
servation concerns of some of our candi-
dates. Senator Harrison Schmitt received
a rating of 5 out of 100 for the 1981 ses-
sion of Congress by the League of Conser-
vation Voters, giving him the worst envi-
ronmental rating of all 100 senators.
Schmitt is one of the few supporters of
l,lattts ef forts to open wilderness areas fo
coal and gas leasing. He voted to cut
Environmental Protection Agency funding,
to finance the unjustifiable multi-billion
dollar destruction of the Tombigbee River.

FOR GOYEXNOR: TONEY AI{AYA

FOR SBIATOR: JEFF BINGAI{AI'{

FOR CONGRESS
(lst Dlsrbt)

JAN EARTKE

FOR CONGRESS
(3rd Dircict)

BILL RICEAzu)SON

and to seriously cut funding for energy
conservaLion and solar energy.
Representatj,ve Manuet Lujan also received
one of the worst environmental ratings for
l98l with a score of 14 out of 100 by the
League of Conservation Voters. Both Lujan
and Schmitt have been supporfers of vir-
tually every increase in military spending.
Ilany Americans believe that our endless
build up of nuclear weapons, besides de-
stroying the economy, greatly j-ncreases
the risks of nuclear war, the ultimate
environnental issue.
I would like to urge all of the members
of fhe Native Plant Society of New Mexico
of all political persuasions to exercise
their civic duty and vote on November 2nd-

Recently a non-partisan coalition of al-
most all of the conservation organizati-ons
in New Mexico was formed under the name
the New Mexico Conservation Voters Alliance.
I would like to report to you some of the
environmental concerns of the candidates
endorsed by NMCVA:

-T. A.

Stoog comraiutnt to gr€zrtcr rdiance on renewable rctourlces and solar cacrgy;.
notanorth-y propord for crcatiou of a State Dcpt. of Watsr Rcourges, and a comprehen-
rive state waier policy. .{r Anomey Gcrreral, Toncy created the Division of Connrmcr
Protcgtion and &c Ab's Energy Unit to reprqtcDt ratepavcnr.

Sued the Dcpr of Energy for failing to coruult with the state on the csvironmcntal
coucquenca of the propos-d WIPP kojcct, tctificd agairt a ragebnrsh rcbellion bill
and qyainst basing thc ll[)( nirdle on valt public land tactr in New Mexico; Jtrong Jup
porter of thc pr€lcnt Qcan Air and Clcan Watsr Act.

Hankc has callcd for Ja.mcr Watt's rerignation, retendon of strong air and watcr laws,
more fedsral aid for the Environrucrrtal Pro-tcction Agcacy, solar and -energy conscrrration
and for scister wildcmcsr protcction. Hc has t.kcn iome of thc strongett pro-conscwarion
positioru in thc counry.

Richardson srrpporg- strong Clcan Air and Ctean Water Actt, opposqt Watt's wildcr-
uess policier and hai callcd foiWatt's rerignation; has proposcd'" ii* congressional
watchdoqcor.mittee to en:nrre that tlie Eivironmc1ttal'Pr6tccrion Ageacy itta *r.
loterior Dept. are strictly implcmcndng fedcral environmcrrtal laws.

I.AI{D COMMISSIONER JIM BACA

, Baca plgdf: that public informarion and parriciparion will
long-term planning. "if pubiic lands are nor consewed and thc
corurdcratron, nodring will be left for furure generarioru."

ATTORNEY GENERAL PAUL BARDACKE

P:d h- ple.dged that environmcntal inrerests will get their dav in coun if he is Artor-
ney Genenl; will take thc offensive to protecr Ncw }lixico's waler in lawsuirs wirh other
stales; will strictly enforce environmenral laws and requlacions.
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CHARLES WEDDLE: THE FUTURE OF NATIVE PLANTS

Charles Weddle ("It rhymes with meddle.")
was the feat.ure speaker at the annual
meeting in Magdalena. He has been a plant
breeder and horEiculturalist for many
years and has worked for several seed com-
panies, including Ball Seed. He currently
owns and operates Weddle Laboratories in
Pali-sade, CO, which specializes in drought
and salt tolerant plants. The company
mott.o is ttWe grow what sells, but we sell
what grows !rt The following are excerpts
from his t.alk on the future of native plants
and fron an interview with Mr. Weddle.

Why nati-ves? Most of our cultivated plants
have taken thousands of years to become what
they are today. Only recently have they re-
discovered the wild ancestor of corn.
Civilizations have come and gone based on
plants such as corn, potato, etc. Perhaps
we could have a saltbush (Atripler) civi-
lj-zation. Man has brought plants westward,
even those not always adapted to the new
climate. This has been perpetuated. Nirr-
series buy and se11 what they can get from
major suppliers (usually located in Cali-
fornia or Texas), and they wontt sel1 any-
thing that they don't know.

Why are we interested in natives? First.'
they're already adapted to the area and
they often use less waEer. Theytre more
challenging; e/e already know how to grow
petunias and snapdragons. But best of all,
they are suitable Eo the Southwest and to
our Southwestern architecture. Native
plants are also beautiful and Ifm surprised
that HorEiculture hasntt discovered them
sooner.

As an ornamental horticulturalist and a
plant breeder I look at all plants with a

horticulturalistts eye. Does i-t have ap-
peal, is there a niche for it? Does the
plant have good horticultural characteris-
tics, ease of growing and good growth
habit? American people love color, the
more there is, the better they like it.
Color is the result of time and square
inches. For example, irises bloom for a

about a week, maybe two, then you have 50
weeks of no blooming color. Paperflower
(Psilostrophe) onl-y blooms for 2 weeks in
the wild, but with additional water and some

shearing, it can bloom all summer.

As a plant breeder, I have bred flowers for
color and seed and now there are many vari-
eties of petunias and snapdragons. people
\^rant us to find something new. We havenrt
had a nevr cut flower in a long ti-me-- per-
haps itrs time for a native. Iale all know
that natives are highly variable and this
makes them exciting to breeders. There are
Ehree species of Manzanita (ArctostaphyLos).
growing in ari area of Colorado, each adap-
ted fo specific conditions. Nature has
done the breeding work. It only remains
for us to learn how to propagate and grow
them. Breeding programs t.o upgrade species
are being conducted for such speci-es as
tulip gentians and columbines. Most of
these are infraspecific, that is, wifhin
the species, hybrids.

Working with snapdragons has benefitted my
work with Penstemons because I understand
the family very well. This could be done
with other related genera. I love Pen-
stemons because there are so many species
and if I had 100 years, I would work on
some of them. There was a Nebraska Agri-
cultural Experiment Station worker who
worked on penstemons for 30 years, but
nothing came of it. This is sad because
his research would provi-de valuable clues
and could be continued today.

Some one needs to finance research'on native
plants, both for public good and privaEe
gain. Such questions as "Hov/ do you germi-
nate this?, When do you take cuttings?rCan
you take cuttings?, and Where is it adapted?"
need well organized applied research to de-
velop ansv/ers. Conventional institutions
will do some of the work, but there is much

for the curious individual to do' Amateurs
selecting for the cultivated Texas bluebon-
net have found an inoculum to help with the
germination of the seed.

Good research begins with searching the
literature for what has been written' We

need someone, a PhD student Perhaps' to
compile the literature that is avai-lable'
Several government agencies such as the
Soil Conservation Service, the Forest Ser-
vice and the Bureau of Land l'lanagement have

published information on natives from their
own bias. No one has cornpiled anything on

the ornamental asPect. We need to get this
information together.

4
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MISTLETOES OF NEI,I MEXICO

For some time, Del Wiens of the Universlty of Utah and I have been studying
the nistletoes of the \^restern United States and Mexico, so Roger Peterson
asked me to comment on the mi-stletoe treatment in Martin and Ilutchinst 1980
"Flora of New Mexico." My first comment is on the fanily name. The raising of
the forrner subfamilies Viscoideae and Loranthoideae to fanily status had gener-
ally been accepted. Thls places the two U.S. genera (Photadandton and Aneeutln-
bim) in the Viscadeae. The Lorahtaceae, in the strict sense, is more tropical.

I. PH0RADENDR2N. Mistletoe

Wiens and I recognize 6 taxa ln New Mexico compared to 10 listed by Martin and
Hutchins. A sinple key for the identification of the 6 taxa is:

A. Plants essentially leafless, leaves reduced to minute scales.

B. Parasitic on desert legumes 1. P. ealiformieun
B. Parasitic on Juniperus.. 2. P. juniperLnun

A. Plants with leaves.

C. Leaves over 1 cu wide, parasitic on deciduous trees.
)

D. Leaves densely pubescent, 1.5-3.0 cm long 1'.0-2.0 cm wide,) nainly on oaks ...3. P. eo?Aae
.D" Leaves glabrous or slightly pubescent, 2.O-5.0 cm long and

1.5-3.0 cn wide, nAinly on Populus....... 4. P. maenophyLLwn

C. Leaves less than 0.5 cn wide, parasitic on Jttniperus.

E. Leaves and stems densely pubescent; leaves 1-2 nn wide.....
5. P. eapiteLLatwn
slightly pubescent;
6. P. lnztksuorthii

Plnnaden"dton caLifontieum Nutt. This parasite of fuosopis and Aeacia is a
conrmon Sonoran-Mojave desert plant that barely enters New Mexico along the
Arizona border in extreme southwestern Hidalgo County. It occurs in the
Guadalupe Canyon and Granite Pass areas (J.P. Hubbard, Native Plant Society
Newsletter 6(6) :3, 1981).

Pltorad.endyon juniperLnutn Engelm. Thls parasite of junipers is the most com-
non mistletoe in New Mexico and it is found essentially throughout the Statet
except in th'e eastern plains. We have 8 county records not listed by Martin
and Hutchin's (Map 311): Chaves, Dona Ana, Guadalupe, Harding, Hidalgo; Luna,
San Miguel,, and Sierra.

\
Pltord.endton\eo?Aae Trel. This parasite of oaks, and sometimes other asso-
ciated treesr' occurs in southern New Mexico from Catron, Socorro, and Lincoln
counties southward. We consider these 3 taxa listed by Martin and Hutchins to
be synonyms of P. eorgaez P. hanardiwtum TreL,, P.fLaueseena u^r. olrbieulatton
Engeln., and P. flaueseens var. ui.Lloswn (Nutt.) Engelm. This mistletoe is
frequently cited as P. uiLLoswn Nutt. subsp. corAae (Trel.) Wiens.

Leaves and stems essentially glabrous or
leaves 1.5-3 mu wide.

1.

2.

3.



4.

5.

Pltonad,endyon mae"ophglLun (Engeln.) Cockll. is found in southwestern New
Mexico (Grant, Hidalgo, Luna and Dona Ana counties) and up the Rio Grande
valley nearly to Bernalillo. Its main host is cottonwood but it also para-
sitizes willow, elm, mesquite and other trees, particularly in the south. We
consider these 2 Eaxa listed by Martin and Hutchins to be synonyms of P.
maerop@LLwn: P. flaueseens (Pursh) Nutt. var. raterophylltn Engelrn., and
P. fLaueseens var. pubescens Engelm.

Phoradendron ltauksworthii Wiens (Ined.). This parasite of junipers was firsr
mentioned by Wiens in his mistletoe treatment in Correll and Johnstonrs 1970
Manual of the Vascular Plants of Texas, but a formal description of it is still
in press. The plant is found east of the Rio Grande in the Organ and Sacra-
mento Mountains-(in Dona Ana, Lincoln, and Otero counties), and is common in
lJest Texas and northern Coahuila. The questionable speciuren (Itutchins_ 2434)
from near Carrizozo noted by Martin and Hutchins under P. boLLeanum var.
eapitelLatun is this taxon

Plnraderdton bolLeanum var. bolleutum is listed by Martin and Hutchins but
this is a Mexican mistletoe that does not occur in New Mexico. It is a reddish
plant that parasi-tizes Arbutus as well Juniperus.

2. ARCEUTH1BIUM. Dwarf mistletoe

The treatment of this genus, which recognizes 6 taxa from New Mexico, is from our
monograph (USDA Agric, Handbook 401, 1972) and I have little to add except some
new county distributional records. However, a word of caution might(be in order
in Martin and Hutchinsr key because it relies heavily on hosts. While the dwarf
mistletoes are generally host-specific, some taxa are not exclusifely(soi e.g.r
Aneeuthobium douglasii occsrs on Abies eoneolor and A. Lasioearpa in several
locations in New Mexico but usually where this tree is mixed with infee|ed, Pseudot-
suga. To use the keys it is thus more important to know the principal hbsts in
the area than the hosts of a particular collection.

4. Arceuthobiwn douglasii Engeln. An addition to Map 315 is Hidalgo County (Animas
Mountains). This dwarf rnistletoe occurs in Guadalupe National Park in Texas so
may be found in the Guadalupe Mountains i-n adjacent Eddy County, New Mexico.
A. douglasii has been reported in the Organ Mountains of Dona Anal County, but
Irve seen no specimen from there.

5. AneeuthobLum dtumieaturn Er'geIm. An addition to Map 315 is Dona Ana County
(Jornada Experimental' Range). The main host is PLnus edulis but it also para-
sitizes P. diseolor (=P. eernbv'oides var. bicolor) near Fort Bayard and in the
Mule Mountains.

6. Areeuthobiwn wLenocarpun (EngeLm.) Hawksw. & Wiens. A disjunct population of
this parasite of PLeea engelmcrmii vas recently discovered by Dr. R.L. Mathi-
asen of the University of Arizona in the Hay Canyon area of the S-acramento
Mountains'in Otero County. This location is nearly 300 km from dhe previously
knovm locations of this species in the Mogollon Mountains. \

Two other dwarf mistletoes occur near New Mexico and may be found irrltn. State:
A. abLeti-nun Engelur. ex Munz, a parasite of Abies eoncolor in the Chiricahua
mountains in'southeastern Arizona; and ,4. eAanoeaypum -CouLter & Ne/son, a para-
site of PiryKs flexiLis and P. an"Lstata near L'a Veta Pass in southern Colorado.

Frank G. Hawksworth, USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experi-
ment Station, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado.



FELIZ NAVIDAD -- HAPPY NATIVE-ITT

Christmas shopping for plant lovers is
easy. Here are some suggesLions for gift
giving to your native plant loving friends:

1. Membership in NPS - an $8 subscription
fee expresses your thoughtful greeting via
the bi-monthly ner^rsletter, and puts youn
native plant lover in touch wi-th many nice
people with sftrilar interests.

2. Desert Plants, a quarterly journal pub-
lished by the U. of Arizona for Boyce Thoutp-
son Southwest Arboretum, PO Box AB, Superior
AZ 85273(about $12). Seeds of many native &

adaptable plants are also available from the
Curator of Botany at the same mailing address.

3. National Geographic Weekly Engagement
Calendar-picturing the Wildflowers of N..
America -- a beautifully illustraEed and
practical gift. Ir is avbilable from the
Glenn Niner Chapter atra special discount
price to IIPS members r)il. (see our ad).

(
4. Many books are av'ailable through local
& university bookstot"". They can range
from "he very expqlrsive Elgle of New Me]liqq
2 volume set at a/ound $200 to-ttre inex-
pensive paperbacks from Southwest Monu-
ments Series: Flowers of the SLI Deserts 'Mesas, Mountains (3 books at around $3.50
each). Other books are: Roadside Wil{-
flowers of New Mexico..by Fox & Sublette
(around $6), Samuel Lamb's Woody Plants
of the Southwest (around $15), Trees &

Shrubs of the Southwestern Deserts by
Benson & Darrow (around $50) and Robert
Vines' Trees, qE"Ud!- Woody Vines of the
Southwest (around $501.

5. For gardeners, gifts of seeds or plants
give years of pleasure. See the Sept.-Oct.
newsletter supplemen-t for 1ocal sources of
native plants e seed\ Gift certificates
are often avaTLabLe. )

{
6. You can also *akJ,a contribution to a
conservation group oii natural history organ-
ization in someonets 'name.

7. How about a relaxing weekend "fi*."tMountain Guest Ranch seeing the sights?

There are also perfumes made from desert
flowers, botanical print 's & original draw-
ings and painEings, and a gardener's diary
to keep track of the growing seasons (l"let-
ropolitan Museum of Art, 255 Gracie Station
NY NY 10028 $12.95 Plus handling).

If you're long on good wishes but short of
funds, You can put Eogether a packet of
free or nearly free information from the
County' Extension Office, Rocky Mountain
Forest & Range Experiment Station and

other non-profit sources.

Merry Christmas from all of us in NPS to
all of you!

,

"Wildflornrers of North America"

National Geographic

1983 Engagement Calendar

Send $6.00 (posrpaid) ro:

Calendar, NpS/Glenn Niner Chapter
c/o Editors
P.0. Box 934, Los Lunas NM 87031



BIIAR MOUNTAIN GUEST I{ANCH

Cluided l^litdflower'fours.

Myra l'lcCornrick -
Sil-ver City, N1'1 8806f

(505) 538-2s38

AGIJA

\

Fnn M/RSERY. hlC.
l{O9 Atr F r

Snrr Fe. fhr Hco
grsol

50t9t3.t8t

Sgdlfia h ifif th.
nd p'nlrb

New
Renewal
Annual (58.00)
Friend(S25.00 min)

Please check che followlng list co lndlcate your area(s) of lnterest
and/or anychlng thac you r.rould llke to assist with. Address your
check to the above address.

landscaping vith Native Plants
Conse rvation/EcoIogy

Rare or Entlangered Plants

Photography, slide collection
l. leLc Errp

Program planning

Nevsletter : Writing
Mailing
CIericaI

MernbershiP Coru[ittee

NA}IE: PHONE:

Native Planr Soclety of New Hexico
P.O. Box 5917
SanEa Fe NM 87502 ('/"R

u,tl
.(f\v/t

\

DIAMOND T PIfrON TREESv
-a ranch conservation Program-

Diamond T Ranch, Pie Town, New Mexico
JudY & Louie Nalda' owners

100,000 acres 11000 b&b trees 6-L4 tt'

Write for free brochure

drought tolerant and
native landscaPe ornamentals

bernardo beach tta'ti.r" plant farrn
star route 7, box 145
veguita, nm 87062\

N DI)RESS:
Street Ciry Scarc zLP



As I look into my Flower Breederts Crystal
Ball, I see many things happening. We have
had our pioneers, such firms as Plants of
the Southwest and Native_Plants, Inc. Next
there are the imicators, then the retai-lers
will pick it up and want more sources. The
demand and need is here. The more people
in the business, the better. Almost al1
nurseries will offer collections of natives,
at first in small amounts because theyrre
afraid they won't grow. BuE interest will
grow and soon I suspect we will have someone
growing natives in every area. Wetll begin
Eo have specialists; people growing only
Atriplex or Cercoearpus much like we have
people who only grow roses. The business
will grow.

There j,s currenfly a way to get a native
plant into the trade. It can be entered in
the All-American Trials. The cosr is 5200
per trial and anyone can enter. Werve a1-
ready had a native win. Several years ago,
the Tansy aster (Mac7fu,erantlrcra) vras an
All-American winner, submitted by a Colo-
rado State University.worker. Another good

though the eff-emerican trials are b:'-.ase..l
Eoward annuals.

There are other promising things happening.
The National Parks System tries to protecE
the natives in its parks. Highway deparE-
ment.s in several states including New Mex-
ico are not mowing along roads as often as
they used to. Several housing developments
require the owners to mainEain a natural
landscape and where r^rater is scare, this is
especially Erue. Landscape designers are
beginning to put natives in their designs,
and Che contractors are able to supply them.

Native Plant. Societies can do many things
to promoEe native plants. puE pressure on
the highway department to continue its less
frequent mowing, let them know what you like
and don't like. Try to get a l.Iildf lower Day
designated by the State Legislature, it worked
i-n Texas! Coordinate plant digs co remove
plants that would be destroyed by new con-
struction. Offer a scholarship or an award
for a paper, projecf or research done on
nati-ve planEs. Best of all, talk to other
people about natives, get together and share
your experiences. It enriches us all.

candidate, I think,.would be the Desert
Marigold (Baileya ,rirtttrodzata) , even

ffiw^iu{rjJff#

it#'ffi
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'I VOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE OR SEE YOU NEXT YEAR

This yearts statewide meeEing at Magdalena
rdas a tremendous success. I went to findout what oEher groweis have be.en experien_cing and to aEtach facles to the names I,d
been meeting througty'the newslet.ter. Im_mediate gratificatioh on boEh counts.
There r^rere people from a1l over Ehe staEe_Santa Fe comparing notes wiEh Sil_ver CityrAlamogordo with Albuqu6rque and Las Cruceswith Loco Hills. Lots of noEe comparingand note taking.

The propagation discussions provi_ded a

flood of information. Courtesy of thepropagators at plants=of Jhe Southwest, welearned rhar acid soarif icit I d-fup-tb'v;s...=.--Blackfoor Daisy (Melanpodiwn Leuea"tn^>germination. Jim Sais, NMSU extension hor_ticulturalist, suggested paring dovm ex_cess callus tissue from heavily callousedbut stubborn rooting hardwood cuttings, asexcess scar tissue may interfere with root_ing. Thf gardenur" ol Ehe Otero_Lincoln
Chapter are going to keep recordJ of.ti.i,efforts to groT^r natives, an idea suggesCed

, 
ao them by Tom Wootten of Dry Country ft"rrt".



YOU SHOULD HAVE tsEEN THERE continired

Imagine the wealth ot intormation we could
collate if all our rtgrowingtt members would
record the date & location of seed or cut-
ting collection, pretreatment of the mate-
rial (stratification, scarification, hor-
mone dips etc.) ' sow date and subsequent
temperature, germ or rooting rate and per-
centages and any other specifics that
might prove useful. Learnlng from each
otherrs trials can t.ake some of the sting
out of 10% germ rates and rootless cuttings'
John Egbert rePorted Penstemon pseudospec-
tabiLis soft tips rooting easily in sand
covered with plastic bag tents. Such al-
ternat6 Propagation methods are Particularly
useful on plants Ltke Penstemon, whose seed
requires at least a year of afterripening
for good germination. Erica Enyart, Eo-
trada Greenhouses contractor & landscaper'
provided a counterpoint to the growers t

point, emphasizing the need to improve
availability of containerized native land-
scape ornamentals, especially in larger
sizes- The discussion could have gone on

for davs.

The field trips led by BLM botanist & NPS

member, Laird MclnEoshrpainlessly covered

extended terrain--from the arroyo winding
through the ghost tovm of Kelly (pinon-
juniplr), to the rocky slopes of Box Can-

iott (.tpp.r Chihuahuan Desert) ' to the
reatch of Wdter Canyon (oak to Conifer) '
Laird's ability and willingness to iden-
tify & discuss the varied plant life sur-
.r.yla was equally satisfying to the nov-

icls and professionals among us' Thrill
seekers could have wrestled a sleepy rat-
Llesnake, but there were no challengers'

The evening with plant breeder Charles Wed_
dle, (see feature article-incerview) pro_
vided a perspecti.ve on the future of natives
in horticulture. Given the benefit of Mr.
Weddle's long carder in the field of orna_
mentals, spanning more than fifty years i-n_
cluding his "first retirementrr from the
Burpee Seed Co. in the '40s to his current
interest in improved native ornamentals, his
observations of tire direction native horti_
culture could & should take are parcicularly
valuable.

Roger Peterson presented the state-of-the
state on conservation issues. The most val-
uable contribution we can each make is to
contact the agencies and 1et them know how
'^re feel. Such topics as the 10 year plan
for each of the national forests, proposed
wilderness sites, and sites not yet proposed
should have and need your comments.

The business meeEing netted a ne\r7 By-Laws
Committee, chaired by Ted Hodoba(Albuq.) &

Pam Ray(Silver City/area), a step toward
clarifying the leg5l posture of NPS.

If a score of concll*.rra conversations cov-
ering some aspect of nlti.r. flora couldn't
contain you, and a f iei?t tri-p wasn't in pro-
gress, there was a readyl supply of publi-
cations to peruse and Frbnces Szeman!,s solar
dyed wools(featured in ttie July/Aug news-
letter) on display. No one looked apathetic.

Our thanks to Bill Mayfield, prime mover and
em-cee of the event, Lisa Johnston, coordi-
nator and able handler-of-the-details, and
everyone who made a fa1l vteekend in Mag-
dalena such a celebration.

-J.P.(
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-T. H.
LAS CRUCE )

The Las Cruces Chapter has been quite ac_tive. On September 25 we had a field tripto Bai-1ey Canyon near Cloudcroft. Severalplants were blooming'including deserr mar_igolds and clover. S.ffice we $/ere in pineforest, the condition\ created from recentrains were ideaL fo{ finding fungi. Those
.interesred in fungj garhereJ samiles ofnearly 20 species-. We were able t.o iden_tify some, but threre are still several E.hatwe couldn't identifv.t-

ALBUQUERQUE

The October meeting highlighted our members
in our Show & Tell meeting. Everyone was
encouraged to bring something 6 share.
Jim & Diane Lube brought/some excellent
slides from their large collection and
everyone tried Eo identify the few unknown
ones. tr'lalter Graf broughL many of his pen-
cil sketches of plants. Most were done
while he was on camping trips throughout
the state. Frances,szemants solar dyed
wools were a colorful addition t.oo. Seve-
ral other people brought b?oks and pamph-
leLs to show and share. Everyone had a
great time discovering the hiitden talents
of our members and we plan to i'Sho, & Tel1"
again. _t

-rt 
. ) 

v

GLENN NINER CHAPTER

Ted Hodoba, one of our Albuquerque members
shared pictures and information about his
trip this summer to the National Arboretum
and the Nat.ional Botanic Gardens in Wash-
ington D.C. The National Botanic Gardens
are located in downtornm Washington, right
by the CapiEol. There are large collec-
tions of plants in the old conservaEory
style--everything from palms and other
tropicals to cacEi and succulents. The
National ArboreEum is located further out,
but is still surrounded by city. Some of
the special exhibits include an herb gar-
den wiEh several sections, azaleas, day-
1i1ies, and the NaEional Bonsai Collection
with plants up to 300 years old. There is
always something happening here. April or
I'Iay are the two best months to go, but
dontt neglect these t$/o spoEs the next
Eime youtre in Washington!

-L. J

AA{rrorr.* Nores AAA
SOUTHEAST CHAPTER

October 13 was 1,^leg1far meering with Dr. \r.suberkropp, a NMSU biologist, sf,eakine on "ative grasses were the focus of the octo-his research concerning i""gi ro.rnJffi --' ber meeting of the southeast Chapter. Jackstreams. \ Greathouse opened the session with a brief
\ Ealk on the identification of grasses illu_

orERo-LTNCoLN ,' -J.1. :ffii::.0'oio";ll:::':l;:.:?"';";:.:l:.i"".,
Clovis, spoke about grasses from the stand_on october 17 we metlat Bill Mayfield's to foi.ra ot itre seed grower and supplier. Avi-ew slides from th{Plant l'tateiials center ii"ra trip to nogers gave members an oppor-in Los Lunas' tlri:1^t-1:::"::tng to note runi-rv ro observl a 20 acre planting or buf-how many of the pl'anEs were grolding on mem- falogiass (BuchLoe dactyLoides) at the Masseybers'properties'and they haln't known whaL residence. seeded in 1970, the planting in-they were' The chapter will also begin an cludes the yard 

"ro,,r.ro the home, a wide bor-information gatherihg campaign as fol'ows: der around the yard and an adjoining air-rdentificaEion: TakEt.slides and identify strip and proviies ttrick, appealing ground-prant and site' Prop-bgation: Record the cover with only the available rainfall.following-name or pii'"=r, a"t". collected, Back in portalls 
"a at. Greathouse resi:site description' pfetreatment, sowing dence, members viewed floral arrangementsdate' germinati"" 

fl\": e firsi transplant. designed wirh the native grasses of Roose-
Ill"rl:ii'H:;::,""'.',t l:-*::1.::1_1":l l;: ""1."c;;";;. 

^ inI o"'r"are, open panicrethe 1oca1 chapter andYor the srare organi- and purplish coror';it;:ff'r:::;r:::'i'u;"_zation. i r^_" --___;:g"rl":r4;vr;;;; 
was rhe mosr.Lopular of

Have a happy holiday season, our next meeting 
the n'ativeb used-- 

.f^-, /\
won't be until February -courtesy of Jack Greathouse and the

-J. D.
Portales News-Tribune.
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