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Calendar

Nov. I I

liov. 14

Nov. l5

Nov. 2l

liPS Board r\leeting at tbe Agriculture Science Center at
Los Lunas, tO36 )ti ller Street at Il : O0 d.m.

Las Cruces Chapter will have a potluck supper at St. James
Episcopal Churcb on South Main and St. James' one block
south of University Avenue. for more infornation call
522-8063, 523-1806 or JzJ-jrl).
Soutbeast Chapter rvill host Clay BarnhilI, ltoswell geologist,
who will give a slide program on bis recent trlp to China.
Meeting will be at hAC, 307 l\i. ilissourir koswellr 7z3O p.n.

Santa te Chapter will meet in iioom ll3, Lab Blrtg.; St.
Johnfs CoIlege, 7:3O p.m. Steve Breck of the Cactus and
Succulent Society of Albuquerque will present a slide sbow
of succulents srown in Africa nnd will bring specinen plants.

CHAPTEI{ CONTACT PEI(SONS

r\l buquerque
Jackie l'arr, 725-18 Tranway Vista Drive NE, Albuquerque, .NIl 87tZZ

clenn Niner '(?94-2173)Lisa Jobnston, P.O. Bor 9jl r Los Ltmas, NII 87011 (86l->608)
Las Cruces

Torr tfootten, j9O4 Hrry 70 East, Las Cruces, NII SBOOI (522-4434')
0tero/Lincoln

Jean Dodd , l3O2 Canyon lroad , Alamogord o, Nil 881l0^ (434 :3041\ _ , _

Carolyn Nortiington, P.O. Bor 2J82, t<uidoso' lilt 88345 {€57-6O6Ll
Santa !'e

I ris David '
S outbeas t

P . o. Bor JJIJ , Santa f e, ti,tt 87502 ( 983-17O9l

Nina Eppley, 807 lyes t Thi rd, lioswel I , NM 8820 | (64-488f I
Nervsletter Editors

George and ,\tyrtle t'inley, I00I Kings Drive, liosnelI, Nlt 8Qgql.
(6,zz-BaE6)



President's Message
I t seems as though therets a

great deal of interest in native
plants in tbe liortbwest. I re-
cently received a couPle of Iet-
ters f rom 0regon and $'asbington'
ln June I met Mr. and }lrs. Kenneth
Lodewick of 2526 UniversitY
Street, Eugene, 0regon 974O3'
Tbey are weII-known experts on
penstemons and are Iooking for
it i.Oes of Penstemo{r- dasypl}yI lus,

--=

Penstemon lancelatus. 'l'ney wr t r
mFd upliGTes-frilret u rn Y ou r
slides in one week. ln exchange'
they will give You credit in
their slide show and a slide of
Pertstemon rupicola. TheY bave an

- 

-ffif about loointerestrng sl
slides of various Penstemons'
They also told rne that a Penstemon
wfritb bas not been seen since 1935
tras been rediscovered in Califor-
.nia by the Cal if ornia Native
Plant Society.

In another letter, tbe Native
Plant SocietY of Oregon ls PIan-
ning to host a convention of west-
ern native Plant societies to be

beld in La Grande, 0regon' August
2. 3 and 4, 1985. TheY would
Iike representatives from our

society to particlpate on panels
on conservatlon and methods used
to acbieve legislation for tbe
protection of native plants.
They would also like to have a
representative to present' a short,
informal report of any activities
of our society that would be of
general interest. Tbis is some-
thing theyrre asking aII the
societi es to do. In addition,
theyrr.e Iooking f or people to pre-
sent 20 to l0 minute presentations
on any special subject or project
that n'ould be of interest tot'native plant peopl e" . I f anyone
is interested in doing any of the
above, please contact ne before
November 24, 1934, so I can for-
ward the information to the Oreson
folks.

Tbe Society was recently tbe
beneficiary of a financial gift
f rom the estate of Bill }layfield.
As many of you know, Bill was a
real promoter and doer in our
society. ll'e are grateful for the
money, but even more for tbe nrem-
ories he has left with us.

Ted Hodoba
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Penstemon s-enopht I lus and

ft ,/-- t )

)tnsons GreehrusJU
tTith both common and diverse

interests, we membels of Native
P lant Society of New ll{exico are
indeed a nixed bag of interested,
concerned, involved and dedicated
amateurs and professionals.

Tbe usual problem of trying to
provide some coverage in the
Newsletter for alI concerned is
no p16-6'Iem'at aII in this issue.

Borrowlng the politicianrs
clicher w€ Fdeer it a privllege
and bigb bonor" to wish eacb of
us a happy holiday season.

George and

Congratulations to Las Cruces
obaptei for sPonsoring classes
on Plant identification and a
warm welcome to tbe fourteen new
members.
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Chapter Reports

,{I buque rque Chapter: 0ur chapter
had a busy summer. In June a
group went and stayed at tbe Bear
,\lountain Guest iianch Dear Si Iver
City, and reports indicate that
rt was a very successful trip.
ln July tbe group went on a field
trip to Fourtb of JuIy Canyon in
the llanzano r\tountains. The
August meetlng was a show and
teI I presentation, including some
excellent slides taken by Mike
Kosonovich, Jr. The September
meeting was a presentation by ltoz
l[enton of slldes of various
botanical gardens around tbe
world. Thls was in conjunction
with a talk and discussion of the
plans for a botanical garden here
in Albuquerque. Hopefully, these
plans will become reality ln the
near future.

Ted Hodoba

Las Cruces Ch4.!er: Our fieldTf-ffit56GFsote on october
/ was wel I attended. lYe were
especial Iy treated to a visit
from'.Mr. and iflrs. Paul Gordon
from the 0tero chapter. They are
super folks. There were some
spectacular flowersr p&rticularly
the sand verbenas, Abronia Sp.
(ausustifolia, I IbI;ET:-AIso,
two ratllesnakes (Paul Gordon
sure can move fast) and a good
deal of peridot, a seniprecious
stone. Kilbourne Hole is called
a blow hole and was created by
volcanic gases escaping. It was
featured a few months ago ln the
New Mexico Magazine, but we bave
T6unffiET Tew-C-s crucuns baye
been to see it. Againr $'e so
often niss things in our own back
yard s.

Some of us do plan to join
Lincoln,/0tero at Sitting BuIl
lalls on October 2/. Our 1984
of f icial Iy wi I I close out rvith
ou r pot luck suppe r on liovembe r 14 .

'l'om lloot ten

0tero/Lincoln Chapter: The end
of August, f,andy Russel and ltike
t-unkston of the Forest Service
led us on a tour of }lon jeau
Lookout and Cedar Creek near
Iruidoso. In addition to an
abundance of wi ldf lou,ers, we saw
spectacular vistas of tbe noun-
tains fron the Lookout--a fire
watch station. In the continuing
tTlldflower tVatch in the local
Paper a descrlption of one plant
brought an unbelievable number
of pbone calls, "Not sure of the
identification of a Ione plant
growing by itself at Cedar Creek
that somewhat resenbles a short
stalk of asparagus, except that
it is brlght red. The leaves are
represented by red scales. The
plant is stout and fleshy with
bracts more compact toward tbe
tip of tbe plant. If anyone is
familiar with this plant, please
call....tt

IVe also saw so many sizes,
sbapes and colors of mushroomst
especially in the rvet Cedar
Creek area that rve went to Cloud-
croft to join the I'loswell group
on September 23 to look at
mushrooms tnele, armed witb a
study of mushrooms of the Sacra-
nento }tountains and Alamogordo
done by Billy Kissiah s_ome years
ago. By this time of year, nost
of tbe wildflowers are gone, but
we did see a variety o1' musb-
rooms at Bluff Springs. Perhaps
the most interesting part of the
trip for some of us n'ho have
Lived in tbe area a lone time
was to find that tbere actually
are waterfalls in the Sacra-
mentos. Beautil'ult

Jean Dodd

Santa le Chaptgr: A!9ut-15
persons enjoyed our Little
Tesuque f ield trip in August.

(continued )



Chapter repor ts, continued

'I'he dominant wiltlflon'ers in tbe
area were many, many penstemons.
They were sorgeous, mostly deep
red and blue.

0ur September Upper l ri joles
f ield trip at Bandelier liational
llonument was cut short because of
bad weather.

0ur September plant sale and
exhi bit on gardening ul tb native
plants $as a success. \\'e n'i l I ,
hou'ever, plan to begin our next
sale earlier in the day.

ln October Judith PhilIips,
owner of the Bernardo Beach
Native P lant I arm at Vegui ta,
spoke to us on propagation of
native plants. Sbe stressed,
among other things, the neces-
sity of having clean seeds,
gathered when they are'ripe.
She explained methods of strati-
fication and scarif ication of
seeds and of planting tbem.
Juditb also discussed propagation
from cuttings and gave the
attendees valuable detaileC
charts on the propagation of many
spec i es of native plants. H'e
rYere very pleased to get aI I this
information from a pro.

Dovie Thomas

Soutbeast Chapter: 0ur field
TTIffilffiffit got off to
a late start but Proved to be
a deligbtful and interesting
day. The drive from,lioswell to
the Hope-Cloudcroft highwa.Y $'as
of interest. \1e sPotted at
Ieast 30 red-tailed hawks and
several antelope. 1'he purPIe
dalea (legume family) lYas in
blossom. The gayfeather,
blazing star was also in bloom
and very colorful. The squaw
bush was I'ull of berries.

0ur mushroom sPecies included
one Aminita, a very toxic mush-
r oomf-ffiTfrter-ano [' o ly Po rus
( she I f-ffi-e.(r;f, r,'r.TETfl
;\i nsu'orth showed us^ hcw beautil u I
pictures can be made on the
PoIvr)orus for home decoration
lll-one is an artist).

4

tl'e samPled some elderberries
on our n'ay to the quarry. There
lle f ound several brachi oPods.
Tbe Apache Plume, |'al lugia
paradoxa was iust everYwhere'
eTone-iEe hi ghwaY 

Nina EppIey
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Dear Editors,
That dynamic duo of New

Merico Botany, Dr t s Slartin &
Hutchins, have done it again.
Not content to rest on their
Iaurels after finishing the
monumental t'lora of New llexico'
they bave effiEeiloi-E ffis
of wildflower books geared to
the interested amat€ur.

The first of this triIogY,
Sprine lf ildf lowers of New Merico
iFavailable now and it Iooks
like a winner. Tbls attractive
volume treats 356 species of
native flowers. lt gives a
brief description of each, range
and babitat, key cbaracteri'stics,
related species and, most imPor-
tantly for usr a line drawing
and, for many flowers, an addi-
tional color Photo. It also has
an authoritative and IengthY keY
--a feature most of us wi I I
probably ignore, after all it is
these botanical keys which
separate us amateurs from tbe
professionals.

Sbrins lf ildflowers of New+
ll e x ift-Tf ifiTlffiTltdTtifr-ano
ffi-a-FTds l{. }lutchins is published
by the Unlversity of Nen',\lexico
Press ancl sel ls f or $12.95.

Si ncere ly,
tlalter K. Graf



Penstemon Lovers, Beware
By Tom

Contrary to popular bel ieI',
our president, Ted, does not have
a lock up on penstemania. Some
of us in tbe south sbare tbis
phobia. I have been fascinated
u'itb the versati lity of tbis
genus, particularly since so many
are northern or mountain species
which adapt to desert conditions.
I have planted Penstemon barbatus,
s t r i c tus., f end tEIT-5i6Ta;E'TnaTi;
Ssp-EegnGron tne ffiffi
of our hone, where they get the
hottest, most direct sun plus
reflected beat fron tbe white
walls of our house. Planted
under the eaves of our roof in
Iava mulcb, the plants thrived
with minimal supplemental water.

Ttrese deligbtful beauties do
not represent a panacea for us
desert rats, however. Tbe devil-
ish root knot, nematode, invaded
and has eliminated all but one
P. barbatus and P. cardinalis.
fb e-TalfFar e pTanlffiEe-
distance away. I treated my

Wootten

plants witb a nematicide, Vidate
L, but received no relief. (lf
you do not knon this pest, the
usual cure is a sterilant wtrich
kills aII plants as welI as
nematodes. ) Tbis pest invades tbeplantsr roots, causing cancerous
type root gron'th ( the r<nots)
which reduce food and moisture
uptake. The visual sympton is
a tbirsty appearing plant. If
anyone bas experience in this
area I welcone information.

0n a brigbter noter you in
mid to soutbern New lr.terico
surely should not overlook
Penstemon thurberi, a bush (to
two feet tall) with delightful
dainty rose-purple blooms. Last
year, the driest in our bistory
in Las Cruces, my established
plant bloomed and blooned with no
supplemental water. This species
apparently will cross readily
with B. anbiguus. I bave ob-
served this just nortb of
Car r izozo.

Editorrs Note: This is a part of a plant propagation bibliograpbysent us by Jim Borland some time ago and we have been wai ting f6r it,espace to include it-
c Directory to liesources on l1'l Idf Iower Propagation. 1931. Gene A.

Sullivan and Iiicbard H DaIey, Natlonal Council of State Garden Clubs.

o Propagation of some woody desert perennials by stem cuttings. L966.
V.C. Chase and B.ll. Strain. Madrono LSzZlO-Zi1j.

o Vegetative propagation of rvoody shrub species from the northern
lto jave and southern Great Basln deserts. 1971. \fieland I P.A.A.1 E.i .
I rolich and A. lVaIlace.. Madrono 2lzl4,)-1J2.

o Gerrnination Requirements of lt Species of Arid Land Plants. 1979.
D.G. Sabol G.Vo Johnson, 11.C. Martln and E.f'. AIdon. Rocky Mountain
I orest and Itange Erperiment Station l{esearch Paper kill-2I0. USDA.

o Selection, Propagation and t'leId Establishnent of Native Plant
Species on Disturbed Arid Lands. 1979. Utah Agricultural Experiment
Station, Institute for Land Rehabllltation, Bulletin 500.

o Growing Colorado PIants from Seed: A State of tbe Art. VoI. l:
Shrubs. K.C. Vories. USDA lntermountain Forest and Hange Experimental
Station General Tecbnical lteport INT-103.
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The National Wildfiower Research Center
By George Finley

\lhen Lady Bi rd Johnson
started the highway beautifi-
cat i on movemen t she rras no t sur -
prised nor dlsturbed bY critics
but by learning there tvas not
adequate, proven, working infor-
mation about propagation and
cultural needs and techniques
for establishing and main-
taining nat ive wi ld fI owers
along higbways.

lVith her gift of land and
pledge of $125,0o0, the National
lf i Idf Iorver Researcb Center at
Austin Texas was founded
Decembert32.

In additlon to maintaining
a Iab and test Plots (now /2)
for basic research, the Center
aims to compile and become a
clearingbouse for the vast, but
unorganized alreadY existing
information about wildflowers
and native Plants. This infor-
mation should be invaluable for
commercial growers, Iandscapers'
researcbers and to aII of us
concerned about Preservation
and spread of our natives.

No matter how conservation-
ists de_plore and fi.ght it, tbe
habitats for natives become
fewer and smaller each year. lt
is later tban ue want to real-ize
and we are mole i gnorant than
we should be about adaPtabilitY
of native plants to a changing
envi ronment, and about how ne
can be of real helP. tl'aiting
untll a species has been threat-
ened bas often been too late to
al lou' developing the knorvledge
anrl technique that could mean
its survival. Ilere at the
Center is concern about tbe neg-
I ected f orb-tYPe wi ldf Iorvers,
toward which most involved agen-
cies seem to feel onlY neutral-
i ty at bes t.

6

The National \fi ldfIower
lr€S€a.rch center, 2600 rIl 973
liortb, Austin, TX 73725--Phone
(512) 9294600 , .we I c omes You r
information and/or offers to
belp. Charter membershiP is now

$zo per year. Director of the
Center is Dr. David Northinston
who is tbe son of CarolYn
liorthington of tluidoso, New
lvtexico, a member of our own
society. I

Ior Ted Hodoba, our
president, and wife Ca.ndY,
congratulations and best wishes
f or cont i.nuing haPPiness in
thei r SePtember mart iage.
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e^s^st
A Christmas Gif't

Suggestion: ! or those
on-jo':r 1is1 who have
everytbing and those
who have Iess, con-
sider giving a member-
sbip in Native Plant
Soc i ety.
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BEAR I-,IOUNTAIN GUEST MNCH

Guided Wildflower Tours'

Myra llcCormick
Silver city, NM 8806I

(sos) s38-2s38



-*******t**tt*t****-
"Natlve plants" is the tbeme

of the 39t11 annual meeting of the
American Borticultulal Society in
San Antonlo on 0ctober ]L--
November 3.

The varled program includes on
November I

o Education and plenary Ses-
sion: "The Use of Native plants
in the Landscape"

c I'Meadorv Gardenine at i.iver
I armlt

o "Native H,oody plants of
T exas I'

o "The Use of Native plants in
the ll'estern Gardent'

Novenber 2, the members will
be at the LBJ lanch. ltrs. Lyndon
B. Jobnson will speak on " TLe
American -lf ildf Iorver--A New l'ron;
tiert'

There will then be a specialpanel discussion on "$,iIdfIowers
--The Broad Viewt'. The topics
will include

r Texas Department of Agricul-
ture I s Native Plant ttarketfng
P rogram

o Overview of Native Plant
Itesearch

o lti ld f I owe rs and lioad s id es
o Native Plant Preservation
c Wildflowers in Urban Spaces
. \tildflorvers in- the Designbo

Envi ronment

.'-'r-:IlrII!^.-

AGUA FRTA NURSERY, INC.

Santa Fe, Neur Mexic
87501

sot9834831

Specfalkfng br natlw Plonrri
and perennlalsl

I--II'

Native plants may not have
built-in altimeters as many
botanical books seem to suggest
as in, "Iounfl at jSo}-65o0-it.
elevationl'. I{oughly speaking,
and within broad areas, cllmbing
200 feet is equivalent to going
north /2 miles. Also the
upward or northward cbange of
habitat usually means a later
blooning period, although many
other factors may influence
this. Just ask anyone with
greenbouse experience.

Judy Nlckell, colunnist,
writes for tbe Albuquerque
Tribune lnstead of the
fT6ffirque Journal as stated
mTEe Tffi r''='ffiTfrter. tre
regret; the €rror.

RltMttRSXlP APPI,ICAIION

Nomc
Actclre3t

Phone No.

Othor Interottcd lomlly memberr:

Pleoto onclolo your checl
poyoolo lo:

Nollve Plonl Soclely ot N€w Merlco
P.O. lor 5917
Sonlo te. NM C7502

A^nuol Ouet:

-lnolvlduol 
e f omtly S8.m

- 
f rlend ol lhe Soclety 525.00

Pleoro rend o gln membor3hlg
ond cord lo:

lo bener 3orvo our momborrhlp, plGoso
checl oroor ol porllculor Inlercst.
(bntcrvollon:

-[nc,ongeract 
spocloi. Hobltot!

_Rerlorlno oburod oroo!
_Wole, consorvotlon
_Propogotlon _S€oct Collocilon
Iondrcoplng: 

-Rerldonllol
-Ctvlc -Commerclol -Hlghwoy

Spcclol tbor: 

-food -flb.rl,Ldlclnol 

-DYcr
-Phologrophy -flcld 

lrlpr

- 
Ethnobolony 

- 
Poloobolony

-Growlng 
lor rcrclc

_lntormol clolrer

-Ncwdcnd -Youlh 
prolcclr

-Otgonlrc 
ncw choglet

_Mombcrlhlp clrlvc

-Olhcr 
lplcor. tpcclry)

How would you <lcrcrlba to(, lcvcl ol
orportltc? Yvhol orco3 urould yo{, b
wlllho lo hclg wllh?

A/c you o mcmbc, ol on o.gpnltollon
wllh rclolcd prnpotct (Gofctcn Oub,
NM Wlldflowcr Assoclollon. clc.n -(



Preserve Flowers With Microwave
Microwave drying 1s an easy

metbod for preserving flowers,
according to l'red lfidmoyerr on
fxtension horticulterlst at
New,\lexico State Universlty.

As a general rule, flowers
tbat bave thin, delicate
petals do not usually dry suc-
cessfully. widmoyer says
white'yellow and orange flow-
ers produce the best results.
Ited, pink and blue f lorvers'
often change color.

To dry f lorvers in a nlcro-
wave, pour into a glass con-
tainer one-half to one inch of
any of the fbtlowing: silica
Bel, borax, sand, two PSrts
borar to one part flne sand or
cat lltter. LeaYe one inch of
the steu on the flower. Place
the f lover. in tf,e urediurn, face
up. Carefully cover the Petals
wi th the.med ium.

Place a cup of water in the
mictowave oven to Prevent the
flowers fron conPletelY drYing

" out. The .drying time varies,
so erperimentation is needed.
To begln try Periods of tlme
from one to eight minutes. The
trick is to remove the noisture

f rom the flower rapldly u'hiIe
the flower is being held in the
med ium.

Do not be in a hurry to view
your results. Let tbe flowers
remain ln tbe medium for a few
hours. Next, pour off the med-
iun carefully. If some of the
drying medium remains on the
flowers, use a soft brush or
gently blow off the naterial
wltb a dry spray bottle.

ll'hen ready to use tbe flox'ers,
subst i tute wi re stems. 11'tap
them in green floral tape which
is available at most craft
stoles. Now you can create your
own pernanent arrangement. A
glue gun can be an effective way
i n wh i ch to at tach the f I orvers
to a substitute stem.

Excerpted from a release sent
by the Cooperative Extension
Service, NIISU.

Editorr s note: If you find
a flower you canrt identify,
wouldnr t this be a f ine way
to preserve tbe blossom and its
foliage until you find someone
who can give you the ProPer nane
for i t?

NPS NE}fSLETTEN EDITORS
IOOI KINGS DRIVE
BoswELL, NM 88ZOt
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