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CALEN DAR

t{ovember 12, Sunday AtI -day field trip to the Pelloncillo }lcuntains of the
Coronaao-llational Florest in extrene St{ t€}, l4o<ico. l,tainly driving, timited
walking. -.8:30 A. M. departu:re. CaIl Bd O'Keefe at 388-5101 for details.

7:00 P. M. Terry Grrnulson will present a program on
. li*cte clrange of day, tiIIE, Iocation!

December 9, Saturday Seed ard plant o(charrye. bntact Anita llcrtqr 538-3455.

** n potluck at nqr forror'ed by annuar business neeting at the horne
of-ffiIes ana Shirley Pase, 300 Encirn, I\rlarosa. House is on-the east sicle
of the higtlay right after ttte Catholic Church.

SAT\NA TE
St. John's Oltege r^ah l|ft;. Wl 122. !-)r. ,Iohn

tubberd of ttp tilew I'Io<io Department of Gane and Fish, NPS rrBnrber anrl Nerrletter
srtributor, will give a prrqFram on the Lower Ftiso Box - a de fasto '.\'lilcl
arxt Scenic River".
December 10, Surrlav, 3:00 P. M. Itteet at Audubon Center for w'inter walk,
slide sharing and pot luck supper. It is located on lJpper Caqon ltrl. CaIl
l,ltud l{ubby for details. 983-1658

IAS CRT]CES i
Saturday, tlowmlcer 11, 5:30 P. M. St. JanesSisoopal Church Parish HaII
Fot Ilck suFper. Bnirq lour table serrrice.

E1/EiYXI{E 
1

Bosqr:e Fall Fe-stival. lltre Soor::ro Chamber of 6n-
nerce and Bosgue del Apache titational l{ildlife Refuge .rre s-[Dnsorirq this errent
to celebrate the fall return of the srnsr geese ard cranes. It is also the 50th
anniversary of the Bosque ard it is trosting a reunion of'ttre Civilian Oonser-
rration 6r1p, vfto built rmrch of the refuge betlJEi:n 1939 ard 1941 . Fbr a brochure
of aII ttre activities planned, call. the Boslue 835-1tjZB or Socorro C of C 835-
0424. NPS rembers wilt'be,there to talk about native plants arxl the landscaping;
there will be gtrided toursr-w'ild.Iife .ptro@athY'denpd, bird barifing dencs,
r+id.tife rescue arxl rehabilitation talks and rm.rch

EVffi:Tcl{E
Orr, energetic arrl rorrlerfirl Otero Chapter has

invited us to harrc next year's annr:al state nreeting in their anea arxl are
already busy makirg"plans. Ttrey will ha're a Fiday nidrt pot luck in ttre
ltrlarosa area at a rember's hore, a trip to the rurntains rear Clcnldcroft
Saturday, Dr. Speftenberg wilf speak or Saturday ni$t ard Sunday ve w111
visit tnsnbers' gardens in.d rrarlety of habitats ard onm:nitle-s!' lbne to
@rrE, save the'dates!



WELCOME !

NEl'l MEMBffiS - June to October 1989

AI,B{JQUITRqJE
Lynn Doxon
Go]die ftrckner
Linda Miller
Anna and ttrank Nusbaum
Robert and Barbara Rossnagle
Helen Williamson
Raymond Heati
Panela Keeley
Holiday Baer
Theresa Gantood

GII,A

-Ron 
ancl c;ai] Gibbs

Luci and Jim Nolan
Jane Sooby
Lee IGndu
Eic Finklestein

I,AS CRUCES

-C. ll. l,iaaeff
IGtie Skaggs
Laura Stacy
l4arvlin Harkey
Willard Beattie

OTfl{O
San Barker
Dee Mclntier
Affrette Pearce
M/M Ftank wilson

SAIVIA FE
nfizafeth Al-trnan
I'tildred l{ill-er
Jane Pal-anza
I^Irn. and Tbresa Sheehan
Stephen Ruggles
Margaret Robbins
Itlark Talley

AND

-Milton 
Sanclerson, Lincoln

Julia Koontz, organ
EarI Kesse1, Las Vegas
l4arylou and Scott Shartle, tnlcntezuna
Sal1y Wasowski, I\rcson, Az.

PLEASE BE ACTTVE PARTICIPAIVTS! Iet us
know what interests you. Ccrne on
field trips anlnftere in the state. you
are always wel-ccrne at any meeting. You
rnEry come a stranger, but you will leave
a friendt

BOTA}IIZING TI{E ROSqJE DE[, APACHE

Roger Peterson

With 57,000 acres of nnrshes
ditches, pon&, river, bosques,
bajadas, dtrnes and rnountains (of
lirnestone, rrolcanic and netanorphic
rocks), Bosque del Apa.che tilational
Vlilci"tife Refuge supports a pldthora
of plants. The Refuge biologist,
John Taylor, wants to know what they
are and Iris David, Barbara Bro and
I, with a pa.id student assistant are
helping. We a::e creating a herbariunl,
nrcr:nted in post binders, for ready
reference by Refuge rrrcrkers. Ttris imonth saw delivery of the first.
year's edition, scnre 340 species <ir -.]
varieties. Another 300 species hale t
been reported on the Refuge so far r\
and are .goa1s for next yedir's collect-
ing. l{ot al-l of those reports are
reliable, but even so, unreported
species seern likely to bring the total 'i,
to 700. Inguiries frorn persons inter-
ested in the project are invited:
r.rite Roger Peterson, St. John's
oollege, Santa Fe 87501.

I{hat brings a gEouP of PeoPIe to-
gether on a sunny Septonber Sunday to
scrape, chisel and chip nearly a thousand
holes in a forrner Parking lot?

I don't knotr exactly wtrat nrotivated
this <listingnrished group to gather frcrn
across the state, but f am certainlY
grrateful ttnt they did. A slovr nursery
season nnde alnrrcst all the plants neede<l

to cunpJ-ete the plan available. Fxtthus-
iasm that blincls foresight had tle 1024
specirnens assenrble<l at the Bosgue that
rncrning. I honestly didn't intend for
us to transplant 352 one gallon, 182 four-
inch pot, and 300+ tr.vo-inch pot and tube-
pa.ck wildflol'rcrs and shnrlcs on the same

day, and the fact that we did still
arnErzes me. this crew, nenibers and non-
nrenrbers alike, r^,orked d.iligently and
with hunrcr and song for hotrrs and the
planting is done! Thanks,great crew!

w
TTIII BOSOJE PI,AI{IING }4ARATIIO\]

Jutlith Phillips
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A WTLDFI6/{FR PARK FOR I,OS AI,A}4OS

Grarles F. Keller

The rnesa top that holds the central
business district of Ios ALanos has had
a long history of developrnent frorn the
earliest hcnresteaderq who chopped down
trees for their 1og houses, to the bull-
dozers that clear land for new founda-
tions today. Gone is the rich mesa top
fLora that adapted to survive on the
shallow soil above volcanic tuff. OnIy
at the far eastern tip of the rnesa,
beyond the airstrip, does undisturbed
soil support an endenic population. This
is a characteristic dry pinon/jr:niper
flora because of the curi-ous rainfall
pa.ttern -- fairly heavy and freguent in
the hills r,rest of the mesa and falling
off rapid"ly to the east. The endernic
plants characteristic of the r,,etter
r,vestern areas have disappeared, to be
replaced by annuals and opportunistic
mernbers of the curposite and evening
primrose farnilies vftere the soil has not
been crcvere4 or cultivated and planted
with exotics.

The northern boundary of this mesa
is Rreblo Canyon and its bottonland is
nearly pristine. When I lived nearby,
I used to wander it for hours in alL
seasons. Tto get to the rnesa top, one
climbed through breaks in the forty-foot
cliffs and then over a rulrrow region
broken by shallow ravines climbing up to
the road. Here is a rnagical place --
totally untouched except for rodest logr-
ging years ago. It was bypa.ssed by the
grrovring tor,n. Views from the cliffs are
spectacular. Because the land slopes
dovrn frcrn the develo@ areas, it is a
guiet place where birdsong and the wind
in the trees are the sounds you hear.
Scrne fifty rntive species of plants gn:or,r

here. Ttrey incJ-ude the relatively rare
Early Blue Daisy, ffigeron vetensis, and
another daisy under study as a possible
subspecies not yet recognized. There
erre several pensternons, Nodding Gtion,
AIIium cernuum, Scarlet Gilia, Ipomrpsis
aqcrreqata, Little Blue Gilia, Ipqnopsi-s
paucifl-ora, Valerian, Clernatis pseudo-
a]pina, Golden Pea, Thernrcpsis pinetorum,
two Hvnrelrojrys, Yellcrvr hrccoon and nany
other flornaers, at least ten native gtrasses,

a fern and several lovely shrubs: Cliff-
bush, Jamesia amerj-cana, Ckrokecherry, New
I'4exico oh-ve, Forestiera Neqnexicana,
Kinnikinnik, Currant, Wild Rose, FendLer
Rarberry and lt4ountain l4ahogany. The trees
are Ponderosa, Doublas Fir, White Fir,
Limber Pine, Gambel Oak and Water Rirch.
Just across the road frorn thls area is
another snal-l-er area with scrne of the same
flora, but also masses of Pasgue Flor,ver,
Pulsatilla l-udoviciana. On Easter Sunday,
ffi along this strip,
ssne in bunches of 2O or mcre! By early
May, an estirnated fifteen hundred had
blocrned.

fn 1986 plans were drawn up to build
a municipal swinrning pool on an adjoining
site. This construction and heavy use
threatened these l-ast ttvo natj-ve regions
on the tov'nsite mesa. We proposed that
&gy l" considere<l for preservation as a
ocunty wildflovler park.

Why such a park? Aren't r,re surrounded
by wild areas? What about the floors of
the canyons that divide the town? These
are good guestions. Of course the town is
surrounded by wild areas; hor,'iever, it takes
just enough time and planning to visit thern
that such trips are usuaLly put off.
Second"ly, habitats vary aror:nd town due to
differences in altitude, exposure and
ncisture. Ttre tr"o areas described are
uniquely different fron canyon bottons and
ereas back of the town and are only five
minutes frqn the business district.

O:r proposal was unanirncusly accepted
by the county council, yet to date there
has been no further action. The pool has
been built and minor danage was done to the
site by erosion, but the land rernains today
in excelfent condition and awaits the
county's attention. A grror,tring nunber of
citizens have seen it and are interested
in its developnrent. I have given several
slide shovrs to local service organizations
and there is universal wonder that such a
beautiful place rernains here in the midd"Ie
of I-os Al-arncs. We are optimistic that
rvtntever is keeping the County from allow-
ing nrodest develoSnrent will change and we
rvill- at last have the Ios Al-amos Wildflot"er
Park.



Thi-s page was reserved for a drawing of the Ios ALanros Wildflower Garden, but
unfortunatefy it did not arrive in tinre. I am using instead sqne flor,ver drawings
of I,4r. Robert Dewitt fvey frorn his Flowering Plants of New lrbxico.
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Calls to City CounciL members, express-
ing interest might help bring it about' Mr'
xeiler has plans for protective barriers,
signs, paths and benches to enhance its
vaiue al a place to enjoy the natural
environrnent and would welc€me your help
in this project.
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CHAPTER REPORTS

AT,FtiJeutrr(xJE

About 20 people attended our field trip
to Red Canyon in the l4anzanos on August
20. We crculd see the effects of the
drought all around us: nnny plants either
never bloorned at al-l or set no seeds- We

founcl not a single edible berry. Still, we

did ictentify a r.rorthwhile nunber of species,
including a ntztss of Fl-ame Scalecap' a
fungnrs wtrich looked really appetizing, but
no one vtas game enough to try them. Sone

of the group continued on, looking for the
vitrite Dodecatheon (without success) and a
few hardy hikers rrent on to the top. It was
a fun outing- Iet's do another real- soon!

0:r Septenber meeting featured Robert Dewitt
Ivey, whose subject was composites. He is
the author of the very popular Flotnering
Plants of New Mexico and has done m:ch to
@ our ocxnposites. I'lany
amateur field gtuides efaborate on rare
lilies and orchids, but give short shrift to
coflupn, eye-catching ttDYc'stt. Itlct so, l'1r.
Ivey. He treats thern with the care and re-
spect they certainly deserve. Using his orvn

key to the conposites and backed up wittt
rrEmy great slides, he took us on a wtrirlwind
journey through this inmense family; a
tour-de-force that left sone of us quite
glassy-eyed and o<hausted. He followed up
his talk with a field trip the follovring
Sunday. Ttre goal was to find 35 different
cunposites. Along south 14 r^e had little
trouble cuning up with that nany and ue had
a grreat time doing so.

The evening of our October nreetinq it rained'
so nost of our group of intrepid outdoor
people stayecl hcnre. Tbo bad' because Susan
Wachter, former Newsletter Editor, was the
speaker. She brought us up-to-date on t}te
Rio Grande Botanic Garden, in a delightful
program sparkling with wit and humor and
backed up with nunerous sU.des. Ttr: goo<1 news
is that tJ:e project is continuing, at least on
paperr and the San C'abriel Park Site is alnost
a certainty. Of bad news there is a lot: a
crucial lack of funding, public and corporate
apathy and a sinister ocalition of populist
forces rnfiich seems to be against all gual-ity
of life projects; a cqnbination which nny yet
doqn the garden. Lots of letters to City
and @unty lawrnakers could be the crucial
differencel Pl-ease writel

GIIA

On August 27 bb Abercrqnbie l-ed us
on a very infornntive field trip in the
White Signal Errea on the eastern edge of
the Burro nrountains. Ralph Fisher corn-
piled a list of 75 wildflowers seen on
this trip (not al-I in bloom). Al-so
seen was a specimen of Sa1ix taxifolia,
the yew-Ieaf will-or,+. This partrcufar
willow species is normally found onJ-y in
southern Hidalgo County.

Iocal author, Dutch Salnrcn, was the
guest speaker at or:r Septernber 27th
meeting. The slide show he presented wasttl,ife Zones of Southr^restern New Mexico.tt
Taking us through at least five different
Iife zones, the slides ',riere frorn a hiking/
canoeing trip Dutch nade a few years ago
dov,n the GiIa River. The journey began
at 10,000+ feet at Bead Spring in the
l4ogoIlon npuntains and concl-uded at
Safford, Arizona, el-evation 31000 feet.

On Saturday, Septenrber 30th, over
three thousand people gathered at t}e
confluence of Sapillo CYeek and Terry
Canyon in the Gila National Forest to
cunnenprate the twenty-f ifth aruniversary
of the signing of the Wilderness Act.
The highlight of the celebration was a
truo hour crcncert given by Michael l,4artin
Murphy. The Gila Native Pl-ant Society
shared an exhibit area with the Local-
Audubon Society. l4any people expressed
an j-nterest in both groups and rmrch
infonnation rvas dispersed.

Ron Flernke

I,AS CRUGS

0:r field triP to the SaIt Flats in
southeastern New l'lexico (sept. 10) \'ias
very interesting. We started out bright
and early (7:00 a.m.) because it was a
three hour drive. We stopped once to
rescue a box turtle on the highway and a
second tfune to look at the shov4r Eglio-
tropium qrregqii near the side road to
Dell City where we also sa\^/ a western
dianrondback rattlesrnke 

5WaLter Graf



The salt flats consist of stabilized
gtypsum dunes with loamy soils in betrveen.
The purpose of the trip was to look at the
Lepidos spartum population wtrich is a
relict population frqn the Pleistocene
perioci. There are only about 51000 plants
left in the area with about 100 over the
border in Texas. Lepidos is a nredium to
large shrub and over 80ea of the population
1s decadent with very little reproduction.
Since no one knovrs rm:ch about the ecology
of this plant, r^re don't knq^r if it is
dying out.

Lepidos is a category 2 candidate on
the Federal Threatened and E:dangered
species list. Thre salt flats-, which_are
on Elureau of-Ianti Uanagenrent land, have
been noninated as an Area of &itical
Flj-ronmental- Concern. Ttris rlpuld pro-
tect the area frqn degradation (there is
sqne Off-Road Vehicle use there nor./).

Other plants in tJle area lve saw \,tere
Grama grrass cactus ( ! ) in its southernnpst
limits, typical grl4psum plants such as
Gypsum dropseed, Glpsum girann, Qgpsum-vrced
(Coldenia hispidissirna), C,aillardia rm:lti-
ceps and Selinocarpus lanceolatus; Pickj_e-

nlar-
gins and Alkali sacaton on the loamy soils.
The grasses hrere dry because, according to
a nearby rancher, the area has had only
1 I /Z inches of rain this year. Apparently,
that is comrpn for the area. thanks, ltike
Horvard, of the Elureau of Iand Management,
for shorving us the area.

At our Septernber 13th meeting, Jan
Ivleissner denpnstrated how she rnakes still
art out of native plant roots. She buys
handnrade pots and then goes out into the
desert to find dry roots that fit the
pots. She usually uses desert willow or
salt bush roots. Ttren she desigrns still
art around the roots and pots uslng con-
nrercially gros/n .iried florvers, scrap
iron, etc. She pointed out the balance
and textr.rre in her prize winning designs.
Thanks, Jan, for shcn^ling us an interest-
ing way to use native Plants.

The day spent at Box Canyon on
October Bth ras very enjoyable. Not only
did we have our pJ-ant experts with us
(Bob, Trorn and Sandy) but lve had three
visitors frqn the Silver City chapter.
Surprisingly, many plants r,uere still

l,lirabilis rmrltiflora, Blackfoot daisy
ffii. wealsosaw
nany@ stages of form-
ing seeds (bright red berries on the
Ibervillea gor:rd vine, big seed pods of
a millapeed vine and the chinese lanterns
cf Physalia, for example). What nnde
the day even fircre interesting was the
abr:ndance of baby spade foot and red
spotted toads everln'rtrere. We found
one large pool beneath the dam with tto
different types of tadpoles but we
couldn't find where the other toads
hatched frcrn.

Tcrn V'Iootten talked to us about the
Scrophulariaceae -farnily- and the plants'
he has had personal experience with.
First he gave a brief overview of the
family then he described five types of
plants, in particular (Penstenpn sPP.,
Indian paintbrush, Ilcnkey flcnnrers,
creeping snapdragons and Scrophularia
nacrantha). He showed slides of the
plants, talked about where they can be
seen in the wild, explained propa.gating
technigues and gave us grcit^ring hints.
thank you, Irun, for a very interesting
talk.

lblanie Florence

OTtrRO

Ftcrn High Rolls, south of Cloud-
croft in t.lle Sacramento Mor:ntains, Paul
Gordon took the Otero Group on or:r West
Side Road Trip. TLre road climbs stead-
ily through a J-ush plant c'ormunity that
gtrohrs right up to the roadside. Pink
rvild roses \rere the predonirnnt plants
in bloorn in Augnrst. lve also found
Southwestern ltabbitbrush, Glrvsothamnus
pulchellus, with its deep green Ieaves
ana Uright yellorv florcrs. Roadside
sigrns named the canyons as we drove
alonq and we saw beautiful vistas of
nrcuntains to the r,uest. Desert l4ountain
Lilac, Ceanothus 9re99ii, r'ras in full
bloorn on Hornbuckle HiIl, rvhich nnny of
us would call a npuntain. The altitude
at the top according to Troad Wilson \'tEts

8,500 feet. Gr the waY back to Cloud-
croft we stop@ at a nnrsh and a rvater-
fall.

6
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Charley Pase shourcd us beautiful
rock forrnations and fascinating plants
adapted to harsh and specialized con-
ditions in the San Ysidro area where he
had worked for the BLM some ten years
ago. Mirabilis multiflora, Four Orclock,
provided brilliant patches of crclor in
other:wise subtly colored landscapes.
Vegetation decreased as we arrived at
the edge of a glpsum ridge, elevation
6,300 feet, and looked dovm into a snaLl
version of the Grand Canyon (minus polI-
ution). Here we satv tr^lc rare plants'
Abronia bigelovii and Selinocarpus
Ianceofatus, as rvell as Calylophus
hartrvegii and a tiny Townsendia . At
Iunchtime we stop@ at a sandY Place
fult of blooning Penstemon ambiguus'
lnlea Ianata , Palafoxia sphacel?ta and
tiny wtrite Heliotropiun convolvulaceum
anong other flor^rers.. We visited a cofd
spring to beconre aguainted with Pickle-
we€d, Allenrolfia occidentalis and a
lrcisonous, hollow reed, triglochin nari-
tfurn, Arrovrgrass. Thanks, Charley!
(And an additional thank yott frcrn Santa
Fe nrenrbers wtro r,vere invited along. )

Itlernbers frqn EI Paso, Las fruces,
T\rlarosa, the Sacranentos, and Alanngordo
ruent on the Otero trip to the Davis
Mor:ntains 10-61 7, B,'89. Paul
Whitefield, graduate student at Sul Ross
U., accompanied by his rvife, Annete, lecl
our Saturday trip. We started frqn Davis
Mtn. State Park along the north side of
the Davis Irlcuntains on Hwy. 118 and
eventually wound up on the south side of
the nountains to see the contrast in
vegetation. Since one of Paul's interests
is geology, he gave us €u1 overview of the
developnent of the land over tirne as r,re

made various stops along the road. Not
far frorn the Park we stopped at the park-
ing area for the l4acDonald Observatory
and learned that we were on the highest
paved road in Texas.

We ralent frorn ccnmunities of oak-
juniper to oak, juniper and ltbxican
pinyon, to ponderosa pine and pinyon, to
the lor,rer desert. Al-I this with very
little sigrn of hunnn habitation except
for the fences. The oak were predorni-
nently Erx3ry and fray. It'lesguite was
everlnrv'here and desert willow plentiful.
Spots of crcfor came fron the yellot^r
Ieaves of the walnut trees - Texas Black
Wa,Inut, Juglans microcarpa. We spent
guite a while in l4adera Canyon, an ever-

grreen rcodland.

While h,e saw an amazj-ng variety of
plants, at this time of year the wild-
flovrers r,uere luell pa.st their peak. One
interesting observation was that of.alL
the different plant cqnrn:nities \4re saw,
the lower desert plant life was the nrost
di-verse.

Jean Dodd

SANIA FE

We were fortunate that C'ail Haggard
could come as a substitute speaker for
our Septernber progrram. Her contagious
enthusiasm and rvrcnderful sl-ides of native
grasses and rvildflor,'rcrs are always inspir-
ing. She advocated native grasses for
their beauty and carnpatibility with wild-
flowers, as weII as their practical
advantages of saving water, preventing
soil erosion, foocl for birds, and elim-
inating the need for chemicaLs. It was a
pleasure to have you, Gail. We miss you
and hope to see and hear fron you more
often. C'ail- has 'iust neved her Santa
Fe retail store of Pl-ants of the South-
westtffi

Dorma House, botanist for the Nature
Consewancy, gave us an insiqht into the
number and variety of rare and endangered
plants that exist on Indian lands in the
Four (brners region. She spoke of how
knowledgeable nrany of tJ:e people are about
their vegetation, how careful they are to
protect ptants and how they are trying to
pa.ss their knowledge and concern on to the
younger generation. Her superb slides
of great vistas, tiny cacti, sedges'
and flor,ters grreatly enhance<l a r"rcnderful
proqram. Thanks, Donna!

o, nJ
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1989's AIINUAL MEETING

l{imi Hubby

Looking east frqn Soccrro and
north of the Bosgue one sees a land of dry
hills that looks quite desolate. Have you
ever r,vrcndered what is over there? We were
lucky to be taken through a portion of that
area by trryo men frorn BLM on the Saturday
hike of our annual meeting at the Bosgue
del Apache Wildlife Refuge. About 20 of
us caraveuled over a rough road that is be-
ing considered for official status as a
"scenic Byro,lay". We would certainty agree
that it is scenic. We saw creosote bush,
Iarrea tridentata, Mesguite, Prosopsis
@uo,-@,
Winterfat, Eurotia lanata and Buclcwtreats
arnng other things. Sorne of the grroup took
a hike along an arroyo, v*rile a few drove
to the end of the hike to nreet us later and
ferry us back to the cars. Those ruho hiked
saw Littleleaf Sunac, Rtrus microphy]la,
Apache Plurne, Fallugia paradoxa, some
Desert Willor,v, Chil-opsis linearis, and
Cottonrvoods. SCIne of the flor,rers seen $iere
Sphaeral-ceas in l-ovel-y shades of pink,
orchid ancl l-avender, Grocrolate floruer,
Berlandiera lyrata, Desert Marigold, Baileva
rmrltiradiata, a Calylophus, an Allionia ,
Felty Grounsel, a mustard, Nerislmenia
camporum, and Coldenia.

The hike ended in a narrow quarter-
mile long, spectacular canyon with tornrcr-
ing cJ-iffs. At the end we carp upon tJ:e
special highlight of the trip, the Arroyo
del Tajo Pictognaph Site. This.unigue site
has over 75 polychrane figmres on a shall-ow
rock shelter. They represent a series of
events, with various R:eblo Indian religiou,q
fign:res and symbols, includj-ng sorne rnasks.
They r,rere nxrst likely paintecl by the group
the Spanish settl-ers named the "Piro Ind-
ians". A]so in the area here sqne si-nk-
holes knorpn as "Tinajas". The Bureau of
Land Management is planning to nnnage this
area for its recreational and scenic
values, and to preserve the pictogrraph
site, lvhich has not yet treen fully studied.
We are most grateful to Kevi-n Carter, who
lecl us and to Ted Ilodoba who arranfd it
for us.

After the hike rve took a guick trip
througl'r the Refuge and saw nany egrets,

he:ons, ducks and geese. We returned
to a r,vrcnderful New Mexican feast with
enchiladas, beans, rice, green chile
stew, sopapillas and the best melons f
have eaten all sulrmer. Aftervarcl, Roger
Peterson shared the herbarium he and his
co-r.rorkers are nnking for the Bosgue with
us. We \dere fascinated with the variety
of plants ttlat have been cataloqued, vrhat
a wonderful job of nxrunting ttrey have done
and the superb photogrraphs that accompany
nnny of thern. FVeryone found rnore books
to purchase frorn the NMNpS coll-ection, and
after a good visiting session, retirecl to
our cqnfortable bunk houses or camlErs so
v,e coul-d rise early for another tour of the
Bosgue at dawn. The night was fill_ed with
the sounds of ocyotes, ourls and bircts and
a beautiful- moon lit up the night so \^€
crculd see deer cuning to feed. Judith
Phillips has r,rritten elsewhere about the
norning wrcrk session so I wiII conclude
with rnany tharks to philip Norton and the
staff of tJ:e Bosgue and NpS rnembers for a
splendid and menrcrable weekend.

AC'UA FRfA M-RSERY. INC.
Itl(B Agua Frir

Santa Fc, l.frar Mcr,ico
87501
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FTTOM TTIE SCI.IIIi

Ttxn !^lootten

Here is a southerner with egg
on his face! Last issue f enaourag-
ed every chapter to desigrnate a con-
servation contact person to uork with
Ted I{odoba. First meeting was held
during the State neeting and guess
wtpse chapter was not represented!
The meeting was called while I was
in Arizona. My apologties have been
expresseci to Tbd.

I was in Arizona for a r'eek long
meeting at an Ecology Canp of the
Audubon Society in the Chiricahua
Inlcuntains, a birthday present from rny
Iady love. lilcst attendees were frorn
the East Ooast and I'tidr,vest. I was
very interested in their views about
consenration, particularly in the
Southr,oest. We have sqne really great
brothers and sisters around the coun-
try! One Iady frqn the Midv,est asked
the panelists frqn BLM and Fbrest
Senrice ( who had described at sorne
lengrth the highly developed recreation-
aI facilities they had recently com-
pleted), "Ttrat's nice to know wtrat you
have done for us, but what have you
done for wildfife?"

The only unhappy note in my stay in
was anl article in the Arizona Game and
Fish Departrnent Magazine wherein the
editor impliect that the people of Ari-
zonEr were being deceived by wilderness
proponents wtro are urging wilderness
status for sorne desert areas, whereas
tteveryonett knows wilderness is nountain
lakes and fir covered forests. Wow!
Hor,r to hurt this desert rat's feelings !

I defer to AIdo Leopold in Sand Country
Alrnanac, page 268: (The Wilderness
Systern) "is lacking, holvever, in desert
areas, probably because of tlnt under-
aged brand of esthetics wttich limits the
definition of 'scenery' to lakes and
pine trees."

I learned of Secretary Lujan's cun-
ments about the Gray Ranch and joined a
Iarge nunber of people in our area in
calling our congressional delegates as
r,'aell as the chairnen of the House and
Senate conference ccnrnittee to try and

secure their backing for Serntor Bingannn's
proposal to allocate a million dollars to-
ward this pr:rchase. Wtrat a blow that the
selfish interests of a few rnay have lost a
true national treasure for al-l of us! The
funds are ther.e in the Land and Water Con-
sevation zund, but rernain unappropriated.
I have not given up, nor shoul-d anyone!

l4any tharks to nrenrbers of the Gila
Ctrapter for joini-ng us on our field trip
to our "Box canyon". Truly hope you enjoy-
ed yourselves. we appreciate your support.

THE SAIVIA FE BCrIANTC GARDEN IS CCITNG!

An offer of 180+ acres of rolling
pinyon and juniper covered hills rvith a
year-round stream and ripa.rian area has
been nrade and final details of the gift
are being vorked out. The Iand is in the
vicinity of La Cienega. The C.arden i'ras
also been grranted non-profit status by the
IRS. This is a very exciting project and
it would be r,scnderful to shovr your support
to the sponsors by senrling a check for
$10.00 for an individual or 925.00 for a
supporting nrernbership in Ftiends of the
Garden to P. O. Flcx 2774t Santa Fe, NItl
-87504. I"tore infornation about it wi]I be
in futrire issues. They r+ould also apprec-
iate volunteer heJ-p.

on'EHrTq.€FifT & inn€
lfiDs(ffi qiH,tiltf,S
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George Finley, native Plant enthu-
siast, photographer and valued friend'
passed away in early Septernber. He and
his rvife, I"tyrtle, r,,ere pa.st co-editors
of the NPS-NM newsletter. Those of us
who knew him cherish nrenrories of him.

Ceorge loved to laugh and nnke
others laugh; loved to argue and nnke
others think. He wrote poetry and cap-
tured ttre enphenreral on film. Ceorge
with the sharp focus and soft cent-er- .
For those of you who never nret him, here
he is in his ovvn r"ords:
"I.tro matter hovr conservationists deplore
and fight it, the habitats for natives
beccnre fei"er and srnaller each year. It
is later than rue want to realize and we
€rre npre ignorant than r,ue should be about
adaptabitity of native plants to a chang-
ing environment, and about horv lue can be
of real help."

And his parting shots as newsletter
editor:
"How do I say goodbye to a job?
1. With a sense of achievernent that one

more obstacle to a ccrprehensive
loafing prograln has been renpved?

2. with thanks, if you could give it
without sounding rrrarwkish, to the
nrany wtro have helped the cause?

3. With dignity you ain't got?'
4. With relief, knovring that Susan

Wachter's ready to be the new editor?
5. With realization that it's been a

great ego triP and You feel good
about that?

Ansvrer: A11 of the above."

Looking for waYs to heIP, for waYs

to Iearn, for challenges to neet, he was
an outstanding nrenrber of NPS. We're
goma miss him.

FOR YOUR READING PLEAS{.JRE

Phyllis Hughes and Deborah Flynn
Post have c.ollaborated on a delightful
new booklet, Santa Fe BoucJuet . Subtitled
"A Guide to sonre of or:r City F1owers",
it is just that, with interesting notes
on history, usage and origin and beautiful
photogrraphs and drawings. It is a perfect
little "thank you" or reflpmbrance for
anyone who loves Santa Fe and is available
novr in bookstores all over the city for
$4 .9s.

Albuquergue meillber, Sandra Lynn is
co-author of a book on the Big Bend Coun-
try, -Vlhere nainbot^ts Wait for nain . It
is not yet available in Santa Fe bookstores
but will be before Christmas, so look for
it for your favorite desert lover.

Judith Phillips has an article in
an excellent, relatively new garden nag-
azine, Fine Gardening. This is a magazine
well uorth looking into because it has
rnany articles rel-ated to the Rocky Moun-
tain region, wtrich is not covered in
other gardening nngazines. Pick up the
Nov./pec. issue for Judith's article and
consider a subscription.

Rernernber that the NPS has a large selection
of books on native plants in general,
local field gnrides, floras, landscape
clesign, photographing plants, soils and
other related topics. If you need a new
list or want to order something, write
NPS-NM, P. O. Rox 1206, Portal-es NM 88130
Ig4 so you will have them in tinre for
Christrnas, or for the lull after.

A book I Pickecl uP recentlY and am

enjoying is Wild P]ants of Anericai A
Select Guide for tle liaturalist and

ffiaboutitin the
ffi llps uultetin seqo LiIY. Their
review: This book is an exPloration
of the incre<lible diversity of Arnerica's
flora welcrcnred by everyone with an int-
erest in nature. Travelers rvill find it
an invaluable aid in planning trips to
new areas, and it rvill be egually enjoy-
ed by those engaging in field activity or
indulging in armchair nostalgia. rn each
Iocale readers receive a ruealth of non-
technical infornation concerning wildflo-
wers, trees, shrubs, vines, ferns, and
other plants they nay orpect to find in
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their natural surroundings. Along with
specific details, there are discussions
of widely varied habitats, descriptions
of unusual plants, and personal- obser-
vations by the author. kecise direct-
j-ons are given for everlz trail, and all
€rre accessible by car and easily negoti-
ated on foot. Al-so contains a directory
of Rotanic C'ardens and Arbotetums feat-
uring native fLora. Author: Richard
M. Srnith. Published by John Wiley &
Sons 288 pgs. fllustrations. $12.95.

The Oolorado Native Plant Society
has just curpteted Rare Plants of
coloraclo . Ttris 16s@ect
and-Cscribes 92 rare and endangered
species identified by the Colorado Nat-
ural Area program, presented by their
natural habitats, i.e. the alpine tundra,
barrens, cliffs and canyons, forests,
grasslands, shrublands, r,retlands and
wood"lands. Each species description is
acctnpanied either by a color photo-
graph or a line drawing, as lvell as a
Colorado Cor:nty location rnap. It rnay
be ordered ttrrough the Rocky Mountain
Nature Association, Rocky |,lountain
National Pk, Estes Park, Colorado
80517. The paperback, 75 pa.ge booklet
is $7.95 arKl you should probably include
about $1.50 for postage.

New l"lexico I'tagazine for l{ovenrber
has s@phsof our
Alpine lands and their flora and fauna
in an article by Lee l{atthew and Reggie
Fletcher with the photographs by Rorl
Replogle and an article about the Ritter-
Iake National Wild"life Refuge.

A NH^I MIXICO WfLDFTf,TR POSTR

A year and a half ago the Utah N.rtive
Plant Society published a beautiful pnster
of their favorite wildflor^rers and have aI-
ready sold 2500 of thern. f suggested to our
Board that rle do the sane and give one to
each of the elenrentarl schools in the state
because books appropriate to young chitdren
about the native plants are difficult to
find. We lvould like to do it on an out-
line of the state with flor,aers found along
the roadsides in each area of the state

in col-or and l-ife size shown in the proper
l-ocation. The Board Liked the idea and I
am now collecting suggestions for the flowers
that should represent each area and also
rvould appreciate the nanres of artists that
could do artistic botanical drawings and
roould also appreciate hearing frorn anyone
who has had experience in lettering, r'ork-
ing with printers. Please send your suggest-
ions to Ellen Wilde 110 CaIIe Pinonero
Santa Fe 87505.

Below is a l-ist of the flowers suggested
thus far. Your cqrments and additions pleasel
Renrenrber that they should be herbaceous flowers,
not shrubs or trees! We will let the artist
choose frorn the lists the ones that fit the
design. We want the fl-overs to be either life
size or proportionally reduced so very small-
or very large ones wiII not do.

Southeast l{orthwest
Desert Marigold Penstenon arnbignrus
Tahoka Daisy Cowboy's delight
Peppergrrass
Desert Zinnia
BIue Gil-ia
Wire lettuce
Gaillardia
Verbena
Bi colored rmrstard
Fetid narigold
Four O'c]ock

East
Ftagrant verbena
Winecups
Calylophus
Basketflolrer
Cutleaf daisy
Wild buckwheat
Gaillardia
Bush norning grlory
Gayfeather
Tahoka daisy
Sand pa.Iafox
I'4exican hat
clobbrnallow
Hopi tea
Ironweed

lrlortheast
, Penstemon alpinus
rVerbena

l4entzelia
Winecups

Pensternon angustifolius

South @ntral
Sphaeralcea
Pensterncn ambignrus
Dalea scoParia

South
Desert Marrgoro
PaPerflower
ClanmYweed
Mexican PoPPY

Datura
TansY Aster
C.aiIIardia
Ctrolla cactus
O Phaecantha

West.
Yarrow
Cosnos

Hooker's E'ning Primrose

['li]-d zinnia
Desert l"larigold
American Basketflower
Verbena
Southwestern Penstenon
Devil's Claw' t4exican Hat
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A correction first. Last issue I r*rote about Mentzelia decapeiala and said it is
found in the tlree northwestern cor:nties. It should have read rrcrtheastern! ( ,

I\lcw, thanks to Robert Dewitt Ivey for permission to use his drawings in t}e News-

.Ietter. They are much better than rnine and'cqne at just the righ! time'

i- -- Also thanks to Joan Abrams ottto pi-f-1ea! lfre llst issue and to Anrora Sanchez-

Baca who did at reast half or trte iyiing of thiilssue..'r-got-my cast off-todayr=but*

it has been a long sJ-ow process getling-this.issue togethrbr in.time so it could be'^'

printed and mairi before the end of the nonth, so please forgive."tty."*ot=. 
,

I-et,s all think Rain, snowt so we'Il have a beautiful display of wildflovirers next

year. It is always annzing hor.nrany do rnarnge-to bloqni even 1n as dry a year as'this

has been, but I'd'feel better titt npre natural npistr:re so we don't have to do'

=r.tppf*tental- 
watering in our yards !

Fleabane daisy
Perky Sue
I'4aximil lian sunf loroer
Penstemon Barbatus
Chocofate flower

Join the Native Plant
Send dues of $8.00 for
membershiP to NPS-NM,

North
Blackfoot daisY
Purple aster
Indian Paintbrush
Wallflower
Four o'clock

MITORIS NOTES

Rocky l4ountain Bee Plant
Pensternon strictus
FIax
Scarlet Qilia
Santa Fe phlox

PLr,A^sErIAVEAl;LMATFjRIALFoRNTDffNTvJST-gnrrRINBYDFf.ll.

society of New Mexico if you are not. already'a member!
an individual or couple or $25.00 for a sustaining

PO Box 5917' Santa Fe, NM 87502- Welcome!
Lisa Johnston, Pres-

--<-
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