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Perityle cernua, scale I:1

Proposed for Federal Register of
endangered plants (see article below)
Drawing by Nihi Threlkeld

Ne\il Me>dco to Nane Seven Plants to Endangered List

Ttre New }ilorico Native Plant Preservation Advisory @rmittee,
the U.S. Forest Senrice, the Nsp Mo<ico Heritage Program and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Senrice have ccnrbined to prrcduce a report dealing
with a nunben of plant ta><a frcrn Nesr Merico. Tttis report, wttich is
not yet relea,sed, will recsrmend seven taxa for addition to the Federal
Register plant endangered list. These plants include: Perityle cermra,

Nen Me><ico botanists over the la.st few years. The cacti are being
heavily orploited by plant collectors and the above listed tura are
rapidly disappearing. Echinocereus lnrenzleri may have becsne erti-nct,
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(Daisy Farnily), Eriogontrn gypsophih-rn (Iftotweed Family) and the cacti
Ectrinocerer:,s kuenzleri, Pediocacttts leCIpltonii, Sclerocactus mesae_v9rdae,
@. -1""i.--- ffiensive studies of these plants have been caried out by



Endangered Plants

at least in the witd. Several of the cacti are in further
jeopardy dle to increased ener3y developnent in northrvestern Neu'lvlo<ico.

Perityle cernua and Erlogonun $psophih"m have very narr4ow
distributions in Nsv Mexlco and are follndonft here (endsnic). The
principal danger to Perltyle ceraua ls avaricious plant collectors or
natural catastrcphes suctr as insect lnfestation. This plant grorus in a
virtually inaccessible locatlon. Erlogonun $psophilwr occurs irr the
Seven Hllts area of mutheastern N@st threat
may be frsn actlvities resultlng fncnr the construction of the
prcposed Brantly hm. The dam ltself wlll not inundate the popula-
ti-on, but constnrction and necreatlonal activities could be a
prcblm. Dr. Richard Spellenberg has developed a report and reconnen-
dations on managsrent of thls specles and the Federal authorities
are aware of the pnoblsn.

Additlonally, scrne flfteen plant taxa that had previously
been recsnnended for endangered or threatened status, have been
reccmnended for deletion fnn the Federal Register. These plants
were reconnended by the Snittrsonlan Institutlon and the suggestions
were ba.sed upon the best data available at the tirne. I\rrther
investigation, stjnnrlated, in part, by the listing pnocess, has shown
that these plants are either nDre ccnrpn than suspected or at least
not endangered. The plants under discussion a^re: Aletes fififolius

la lata and Lesquerella valida
Goosefoot Family), Astragalus

ca.stetteri and pafea_scarlosa (Pea Family), Nama xylopoduun (IVaterleaf
unbago r"rnirvll@ var. stellata

(Bose Fanily), and Arceuthobiurn apachecrm (Dmrf lfistletoe Family).

A considerable nrmber of plant ta:ra rsnain to be studied and
a second generation of reccmnendations will be developed in the
near future. It will be ssre tlme before ue have a clear picture
of how many endangered, threatened and rare plants Nerrr Ivlexico ha.s,
but the nunber is certainly higher than the Federal Register list
nould indicate. Very careful studies are necessarT before any
representations about endangerment can be made for new plant listings.
Ttris is especia^Ily tlle nonr for there is o<tensive envirormental
backlash occurring in the U.S. and great fear at the state and federal
leveL of adding names to an already contnovertial list.

- Bilt Isaacs
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Native Basketmaking - -;qt

\.-,.,
Sandra Neunran (author of Indian Basket We"ring ) will speak r '

on the use of native plant mater@ and dyeing.
She will have plant materials, baskets and slides to strow.
Wednesday, October l8th, 7:30 pn at St. John's College, Rocm 116 Lab Bfdg.
A colrection of ssne of the autunn ccnposites will be brcught so we
can see rvtro is wtro - Aster blgelovii, A. csnnutatis, Helianthus
petiolaris, H. nuttalii.
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(Parsley Family), Perityle lerrlcnii, ild
laevis, Perityle starupphylla, (Dalsy Fa
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Itbre Nsrts

Missy Deardorff and her family are nrcving to Cerrillos. Because
she will have no pbone and is twenty miles frcrn our nonderful printer,
Lino Garcia, she will be sharlng the editorship of the neqsletter
with Caxol Dfuneff , wtlo has until her recent nnve to Santa Fe,
headed the Tq.s Omces chapter. lr{any thanks to Missy for her lone
editorship til nour; ln particular the quality of the botanical
contributions to the newsletter have been so improved under her
direction.

David Deardorff 's critique of the RARE II process written on
behalf of the NPS was sent to John McGuire, Chief of the Forest Service
and to the Crovenor and our representatives.

letters were sent on behalf of the NPS to the New Mo<ican and
Ttre Reporter nsilspapers about the use of salt on noGl--ITE hoped
that at this time when the a.spens a.re so beautiful with autunn
color that the damage to thsn, the conifers, and the whole ecosystan
on the downhill side of the Ski Basin Road will impress people enough
to urite agencies in charge of noads and elected officials about the
problen.

Copies of these letters will be sent to anyone interested.
Requests should be made to the editors (please enclose a stamp).

Ta.s Cruces

Elrb Reeves who has lead field trips for the NPS in the past,
and is, w'ith all his plant enthusia.sns a cactus o<pert, is the
neu' head of the ra"s hrces chapter.

Silver City

Balph Fisher w::ote us a nonderful letter about nnrshroqns, hi.s
thowhts on the Article we reprinted la^st rmnth, "The Decline of the
Grass Lawn Tradition in T\rcson" (M. Hechtl and wtrat's now bloaning
in the Silver City area. Fortions of that letter...

rf I read the article about the Ttrcson grassless lawns and the
one important thing that he failed to mention, to me an] ray,
was how the sritch to desert type landscaping over the last twenty
years has virtually stripped vast acerages of Arizona's once beautiful
deserts. This also brought about that staters strict laws about
digging up desert plants without permission of the land owner,
regardless of wtto the owner was. I can rgnenber going fron Wickenburg
to @ngress Junction in the early fifties in the spring just to see
and photograph the vast nusses of beavertail and hedgehog cactus. Now
you can make the drive and there are none left at all. About 5 years
ago my Dad and I went up there to shoot sane cactus pictures and we
had to drive on the back roads a half to threequarters a mile to find
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aly at all, and then they nrere very scattered.

"The past couple of weeks we have gotten a very good display of
floners, finally. I did not think that we uould get any at all
after receiving only 3-4 inches of rain ttrrough all of JuIy and Ar4ust.
I found one plant of Onobanche ludovlciana dovm in the Br.r:ro Mts.
the first that I naveffi Also several plants of
StacWs coccinea. We got several geod species up in the Ilna-Alpine
area last Saturday includlng Clrclun wtreeleni, 3 or 4 Erigontuns,
Verbena rnacdor.galii, md l\lcnarda cltriodora. And as you said, the
Asters were thick in places..."

Booklets

A supplenent to Native PI
Mo<ico is being prln
the supplsnent plea.se urrite the editor and please enclose a stamp.
The bookl-et with the supplsnent will rgnaln at the old price of $ .50.
Native P1ants for Isndscaping in Southern New Me>dco is $ .75.

to you postageET-.+O on each boklet.

*, Silver City's Sunken Street to Beccrne a River Walk Parkr/

Silven City's rnain street was a principal artery of ccmnerce, the
destination of visitors, the fa.shionable pr.crnnade of gentleren and
ladies, and the cultural mecca for lonely and thirsty drovers and
freighters. AII that was changed on July 2I, 1895. An inmense wall of
rolling water twelve feet high and three hudred feet across r.oared throWh
the heart of town. At first tight the ne><t day the local residents
(aII alive but scrne hcrneless) saw a rncnstnous ditch where the elegant
boulevard had been. A subsequent flood in t9O3 scrapped the ditch down
to bedrock. Enosion began to teII lts tale on the banks. In 193L36
the C.C.C. built trrc miles of heavy r.ock wal1s. The SoiI Oonservation
Senrice followed up by planting uppards of 50,00O trees and shnrbs
including Isircna Cfpress, Cliffrcse, Sj-berian Peafree, poplar, Iocust,
wild plun, Osage Orange, Siberian Elm, Itfulberry, Wild Grape, and a
variety of snall shnrbs. Only a fan, sunrivors o<ist now, Jack Oottonuoods
predaninantly.

Ttoday Silver City's sunken main street ls a wild natural oasis
that nrns tturcugh the historic buslness district appr.oximately 35 feet
belorry street level. It nms with year-nound spring water, over a
million gallons a rmnth, gprgling and splashing over granite boulders.
For nnre than 40 years lt has been a recurrent thsne to make a park
along the neglected banks of "The Big Ditch". Finally Ln L977 the idea
came into its own. Over $I5,0OO cash was raised in a little oven a



The Big Ditch

nrcnth, a park pnoposal was presented ln Santa Fe for Erreau of
Outdoor Recreation funding, ud the park qas finally appnoved AWust
lst of this year. On Augurst 14th the first construction @an. It is
expected that the tuo bloclc long park on both sides of the arroyo will
be csrpleted by the fall of 19/9 and the oasis becane a significant
tourisn attraction and a"dfurreasurably to the quality of life in Silver City.

An imigation systen will help establish native plants, and this
riparial habitat, hcnre for over a hundred tpecies of birds, wifl hopefully
beccrre a botanical slrov4plac,e. Iocat clubs have erpressed interest
in establishing and maintalning natlve gardens. Evergreen gnoundcover
will help hold the soil on the ba^nks and provide winter green, and
wildflouers will be glven a nnrch needed sanctua.:ry.

The Big Ditch Park is eo<pected to result in an about-face of the
oft-decried "dying of dqvntonn" and, althoWh it is a unique natr:ral
landnark, should prnovide a npdel to other ccrmunities in the southuest
of what the focu,sed energy of public support can accomplish.

NPS Neursletter Editors:

David and Susan Nelson
The Big Ditch Park Cdnnittee
511 North Buffard Street
Silver City, New Morico 88061
(505) 388-4100

Missy Deardorff
Carol Dimeff
Route 4, Ptresta del Sol
Santa Fe, Nar lIo<ico 87501
983-1978

Actwrt rriltru,
Recl lJurrclrcr lr'
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BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH
Guided wildflower tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City' i{.M. 88061
Fhone t (505) 538-2538

AGUA FRIA NURSERY
Specializing in Pererrnlals
and natlve P1ants.

Philip and Bob Pennlngton
t409 Agua Frla
Sanla Fe, New Mexico 8?5Ot
Phone t (505\ 94-t+83L
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The Natlve PlanE SocletY of
Route 4, Puesta del Sol
Santa Fe, New Mexlco 8750I

New Mexlco

Chrvs othatnnus nauFe osus
E6uffitusn, Chamisa
i:;;;;;;".'- ( s""irower ranlrY)
Flowers Yellow


