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Southeast Chapter has no set meeting time. For information,
eal I Nina EppIey at 622-7180.

GIenn Niner Chapter will meet with the Albuquerque Chapter.

Lincoln Chapter meets: Ruidoso Downs, Madeline Murray & Shirley
Newhouse will give a tour of natives in the are&- 2200 pm.

Albuquerque Chapter Field Trip. This trip will be to gather
dried flowers and other plant tnaterials for next month's
workshop on uses of native plants. For information on time and
plaee, -cal I Ted Hodoba at 242-3053 or Jack i e Far r at 294-2178 .

Las Cruces Chapter meets(2nd Wednesdays): Room 156, Agrieuiture
Building, NMSU. 7:30 pm.

Santa Fe Chapter meets(3rd Wednesdays): A slide show on
Penstemons, provided by the Ameriean Penstemon Society. St.
John's ColIege, Lab Building, Room 118. 7:30 pm.

ANNUAL STATEWIDE MEETING -- CAPITAN. Here's your chanee to
spend a wonderful weekend with great people having a great time.
For detai 1s, see the center insert.

Albuquerque Chapter meets(1st Wednesdays): Franees Szeman will
present a workshop on the uses of native plants. Such things as
dried flower arranging, natural dyes, recipes, ete. will be pre-
sented. The Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd. NW. 7:30 pm.

Las Cruees Chapter meets: Room 156, Agrieultural Bui Iding' NillSU.
7:30 pm.

Santa Fe Chapter meets: John Egbert will present a program on
the Nature Conservancy and its progralns in New Mexieo. St.
John's College, Lab Building, Roorn 118. 7:30 pm.

Otero-Lineoln Chapter meets( last Sundays): Cal I Jean Dodd at
434-3041 or Madeline Murray at 378-4117 for details.

Board of Direetors meeting: Los Lunas Plant Materials Center,
1036 Nliller St SW, Los Lunas. Bring a saek lunch. 10:00 am.

r\lbuquerque -'fed tlodoba, 2l? Arno SU, Albuquerque Nivl 87102 (242-3053)
Glcnn Niner - Lisa Johnston, PO tsox 93.1 , Los Luttrrs Nlvl 87031 (865-5608)
Las Cruces - Jean Lozier, 193.1 llighland Avc. Las Cruces Nll 88001 (526-3?71)
Otero-t,incoln - Jean Dodd, 1302 Canyon Rcl, r\lamogordo Nll 88310 (434-3041 )

llarJeline llucray, PO Drawer 368, Ruidoso Downs Nill 88346 (378-4ll?)
Santa Fe - Roger Peterson, c/o PO l-lox 5917, Santa Fe NM 8?502
Southeast - Nina lippley, 80? tV 3rd St, lloswel I NII 88201 (622-8170)



passing through phoenix, be sure to
s t!p. They are very interest ing andquite nieely maintained. Ont oftheir most interesting features isthe extensive collecti6n of agaves.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As fal I approaehes and we prepareto put our gardens to rest for'thewlnter, it is a perfect time tocolleet seeds of our natives. Itig also. a good time to plant peren_nrals, trees and shrubs. In faet,it tends to be easier for plantito establish themselves in th; fallthan in the spring when the hotweather can arrive seemingly over_night.

Fall is also my favorite time fortravel. Recently I visited the De_sert Botanieal Gardens in phoenix.
While I wouldn't normally reeonmenda trip in August, I was luekvenough to visi t on a eloudy day. I?youtve never been there-and are

ELECTIONS--CALL FOR NOI\4INA'T IONS

lVe know that i t seems I ike just
yesterday, but due to some amend-
ments to our by-laws.r'annual elec-
tions will be held in October,
with the term of office running
f r om Januar y to Deeember . Nomi nal
tions for the following will be ex-
cepted: President, Vice-president,
Reeording Secretary, Treasurer,
Membership Secretary, and Board
Member. Please send your ,nomina-
t i ons to: NPS-NM, p.O. Box 591?,
Santa Fe, NM 87502, Attn: Frances.
We must reeeive them by September
20th. Here's your chanee to serve
NPS!!

WE WANT A LOC,O! ! !

It's time NpS needs a logo toid."ltify it, something unique,catchy and represent ing N-ew fUexieo.So'that we tap our Ueit resourees,we are asking your our members anOfellow artists io eome uf with y;;;
?":t design. Send i t t; the NLws_
I e t t er Ed i tors , Box g34, Los LunasNM 82031 (we must receive it UySept. 20th) or bring it with you t;
.the Capi tan meetingl tne Iogos wi I Ibe voted on by..the-people altending
!hq Capitan gathering. To be selee_
t ed , the des i gn rnus I have maj or i tysuppor t. So, he lp us create ouilogo --i-mage, give ui a design th;isays 'NPS' loud and elear.

IVIEMBERSHIP DUES

The Board of Di rectors has adopteda 12-month anniversary memberinipyear as opposed to the eur rent IZ_month ealendar year. This meansyour dues wi I I be due LZ monthsfrom the month you paid. For exam_
g]"1 _ i I you paic you dues on July15,1983 your membership will runthrough July 31, 1994. bo see whenyour membership expires, cheek the

r_n? i I I !g I abe I on your news I et ter .
Lt will give you the month and yearthat your renewal is due.

Another i nterest ing botanieal gar_den i s the Boyee Thompson SoIttr_western Arboretum about sixty
mi les east of phoenix in Superior,Arizona. In addition to tneir 

"*ltensive eaetus and sueeulent coI_
I eet i ons, they have a very fragranteucalyptus grove, palm grove and ararge pond area. They also do amailorder seed busineis and havenative plants, eaetus and seedsror sale at the arboretum.

There t s talk of a future arboretumi n the Al buquerque area.. As Iunders tand i t, the Ci ty of Albu_guerque and the Department ofArehiteeture of the University ofNew Mexieo are studying this possi_
-?.lli.y. Hgoefulry nitiu" plants

,;;;";;exhibit. perhaps onl <jay soon NewMexicans will haVe the dOu""tionaland rec rea t i onJi"lo#'"". 
"Ell"X'r' 

":3i
own botanical gardens.

-T.H.
Contributors to this issue:

-J.l-l. John Hubbard
-T.tl.'fed Hodoba
-J.D. Jean Dodd
-J.P. Judith Phillips
-L.J. Lisa Johnston



CHAPTER NOTES

Albuquerque

The Albuquerque ChaPter has had a

very busy sunmer. In June we went
on a field trip which started in
the bosque at the Rio Grande Nature
Center and ended at the crest of
the Sandia Mountains. Along the way
we made stops at each Iife zone to
observe the flora. In JulY we went
on a field trip into the Jemez Mts.
north of Albuquerque to Iook at
plants from a higher altitude. In
Augus t we met at the Albuquerque
Museum once more. We were luekY to
have Robert DeWitt IveY bring
copies of his new book, Flowering
Plants of New Mexico, a sketchbook.

buquerque book-
stores and is a niee addition to
the other f i eId guides of our area.
We also looked at a slide eoIIee-
tion of wildflowers of the Sandias,
whieh was provided by the Albuquer-
que Garden Center.

-T.H.

Otero-Lincoln

Our June meeting started at the
home of Lee and Shirley Huebert who
ptanted their backyard in a meadow
last year. They said that theY
eould hardly bel ieve the beautY of
the f lowers and grass in the
s p r i ng : oohed and ahhed eve r Y day .

Come the heat, the flowers for the
mos t part disappeared and the Pre-
dominant grass, GalIeta, turned
brown. This prompted a diseussion
of grasses for this area and we
found an exeel lent bul Iet in at the
extension officer'tLandscaping with
Nat i ve Grasses", put out wi th the
eneouragement and f inacial support
of Bill Mayf ield. From there we
toured both the new passive solar
home of Bob and Jean Ross and
walked around a part of their Pro-
per ty see i ng some much older and
consequently larger plants than
we had been seeing on the other
trips.

Our July meeting held at the hotne
of Toad and Lucille Wilson' was a

preparation for our Pot luck using
native plants scheduled for August.
In addition to Environmental Sci-
ence we I ooked at Amer i can I nd i an
fffo "no Lore uy -earoTYn Tiet-
fr-affi-erl-Dav-iT KaI in, local herba-
I i s t , talked to us about the uses
of native plants in this area.
Lucille's roek garden, a eombina-
t i on of nursery and nat ive Plants,
is one of the most beautiful we
have ever seen. We lef t loaded
down with plants she had Potted to
give to us and seed colleetions
lrom her garden. The Lincoln
ehapter people are beginning to
have the i r own mee t i ngs more su i t-
able to their own area. The JulY
meeting was held at the home of
Madeline MurraY at Ruidoso Downs.

SUN PICKLES

Many kinds of wi ld plants can be
successfully pickled. Some are
better as a sweet pickle, while
others are dill or bread-and-butter
types; alI are easy to make and an
unusua I add i t i on to your tab I e. For
the following recipe, use young
devilts elawr Dopales, purslane,
or any mixture of wild foods.

l/2 gallon water
l/2 eup salt
l/4 tsp. pepper
1 garlie clove
l/2 eup vinegar
Grape leaves
6 DilI heads(or use dried

piekling material)

Line bottom of heated jars
grape leaves. Fill the jars
the wi ld plant to be pickled.
the water and aII other ingredi
into a pan and bring to boiI.
water over the pickles and seal
jars. Set them in the sun for
weeks.
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YUCCA NEOMEXICANA--A NEAR-ENDEMIC
OF NORTHEASTERN NEW MEXICO

Sinee its description as a species
some 70 years &Bo, publ ished infor-mation on the distribution and therelated status of Yucea neomexieana
Wooton and StandlEy has -GrnalneO
sparse. For example, in their
treatment of the f lora of New
Mexieo, Martin and Hutehins (1990)
s t ate that the taxon i s "apparent lyrestrieted to a relatively small
area in Union County". In my exper-
ienee in northeastern New Mexieo, I
f i nd th i s not i on of nar row endemi smto be incorreet. On the contrary,I have found this yucea in Colfal,
Un i on r- Mora, Hard i ng, and San Mi gue I
eount i es in our state, and I havealso seen i t growing in adjacent
Oklahoma (Figure 1). I woutd alsoexpect it in Colorado and perhaps
in Texas and in Quay County in tqlw
NIex i co.

Yueea neomexieana is a member of the
narrow-Ieaved group of yueeas, with
geed ea.psules that split open(Oenisee) when mature. It super-
f_t_"ial ly resembles soapweed yueca
!y. glauea NuttaII), which Irowsthroughout the range of neomexieana
i n northeastern New wtexi?o. @e-
!?tiyeIy, Y. neolnqxieana is easily
!istinguisn-eO 

-Irom tEaT- speeies biits thinner, flatter Ieaves, whicirare typically wider, shorter and
blue-green rather than yel low-green
in eoIor. Y. neomexieana also-dif-
fers importEntTy-Trom--F glauca in
i ts reproduet ive struetrjiesl-TF tne
vegetat ive aspeets are enough todistinguish the two. The only otner

ranges of that species and neornexi-eana eontact or overlap, anfi-ThEeare apparent ly severa I eharaetersthat separate the two (Mart in andHutchins, 1980). Under the eircum-stanees, I follow these Martin andHutchi.ns (op. cit) and aceept y.
neomexicanq as a speeies.

During the course of my observa-tions.of Yueea neomexieana, I haveeome to as-o6fatETfe--Tp-E ies wi ththe rimroek country ttr-at bordersthe high plains of northeastern NewMexico. In fact, I would suggestealling this the rfrim-rock" yilEea,if no other eomrnon name eiists.The rimroek areas where the speciesoeeurs are i n the dra i nages of theDry Cimarron and the Canadian
r i vers.

In the Dry Cimarron drainage, Ihave .seen yu-g-ca neomexicana -aiong
ano above the vailey of this river
f rom Kenton, Oklahoma westward. My
wes ternmos t oceurenee along route325 is some 48-road miles from theOklahoma line. In addition, thespecies is also present even farther
wes t, along route bS1--the road toBranson, Colorado--about one and ahalf miles northwest of route 32S.The type local i ty is about 10 mi lesto the south of this station, i.e.rrabout a half a mile north 6f DesVIoines, Union County, New Mexieo'l(Wooton and Standt"y, ' 1g15). How-
eve r , I have not seen y. neomex i -
eana at the latter place ir on near_by Sierra Grande, Capulin Mountain,or Johnson Mesa.

In the Canadian drainage I haveseen lreca neomexieana on the ean-yon walls above the river properwest of Roy, in both Harding andMora countiesr &hd near Sab-inosoin.San Miguel County. In addition,I have found the species on thewestern flank of Eagle Tail peak,
northeast of Maxwell, in ColfaxCounty. Finally, y. neomexieanaoeeurs along the northernTTm ofthe Canadian basin along highway65, from the Canadian River east-ward to Burro Hill, in San Miguel
and Hard i ng eount i es.

sympatric congener that I have seen
ry_t_th I. neomexieana is banana yucea(I. uacea-ti ToGf|, which has mueh
Uioad"F-ETE eoarser teaves and di f -fers in numerous other respeets.

Yueca neomex i cana has been cons i -
dered by some authors to be a formof I. harrimaniae Trelease--inclu-
ding uy-WenoGTCtssf) and Kartesz
and Kartesz(1980). I am not fami-liar with Y. harrimaniae, which isa spee i es -of -InG-eoloraoo plateau
-i n Ut ah , . Co I or ado , Ar i zona, and NewMexieo (".g. Martin and Hutchins,
1980 ) . I t does not appear that the



I have not noted yueca neomexieana
in several other paitlof-the-soutf,-
ern Canadian basin, ineluding along
route 39 east of Mosquero (Harding
County) or along route 104 east oTTruj i I lo (San Miguel County). How-
ever, these areas appear to be suit-
ab I e for the spee i es, and oeeur-
rences in them would not be surpri-
sing. I. neomexieana might ilsooceur eastwa-i?_liE6Fsouthward i n
9r"y County, and I would expeet itin some of the upland areas-of the
lign plains, e.S. between Bueyeros(Harding Co.) and Clapham and pasa-
monte (Union Co. ).
Most of my records of yueea neo-
mex i cana are i n hab i tats-6-i nateOSfSTper (especially Juniperus
monosqerm_a), pinyon (pinus-@fF)l
waveyleaf oak (euere-F-unailata) ;
s quawb u s h ( Rh u s -ll' iToD-a tlTl-ffifn-tain mahogany (FEoEaipus mon-tanus), and simiT6-i-!Effi. --.
glauca oeeurs in the same eonmuni-ties, but is more often assoeiated
wi th grass Iands, although i t doesso notably along route JZS in UnionCounty, some 4L-42 road miles westof the Oklahoma line. Neomexieana
typically grows in sandst,one areaslbut in northwestern Union County idid see it in several areas ofigneous intrusion or dominanee.Elevationally, my records of thespecies are in the range of 4400 to
6200 feet above sea level.
From a horticultural standpoint,
Yu.ega neomexicana seems quite- desi-rable as a fol iage pIant. The blue-green leaves, eompactness of theplants, and their generally smallsize all eontribute to the jpeeies'
attractiveness. I have had somesueeess in transplanting smallplants, although neomexieana shares
other narrow- leaved yuceasl Oe I i cacyin this respeet--eontrasted to th;toleranee of broad-leaved types. I
have had no luek in start ing plants
from seedr BS inseet damage-ii fre-quent. However, my efforts havebeen I imi ted, and th i s avenue ofpropagation is eertainlv worth fur-ther pursuit.
I want to aeknowledge lvilliam Hess,
who fi rst ment ioned yucca neomexi-

eana to me and shared information
on--E-is knowledge of it.

Ref erence-s:
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Mart in, W.C. and C.R. Hutchins.
1980. A Flora of New Mexico. Vol.
1 . Strausl-Tt-o -craffii, ttiiGtnberg,
Ge rmany .

Webber, J.M. 1953. Yuecas of the
Southwest. US Dept. oT-egr iculture
lVtonog r aph No . l7 .

Wooton, E.O. and P.C. StandIey.
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Figure 1.
Distribution of Yueea neomexieana
in the eounties oT noiTneaiErn
New Mexieo and in adjacer;t states.
The stippled areas represent the
postulated range, sol id dots are
specimen ioealities, open dots are
s ight reeords, and X is the type
local i ty.
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS

Finding your newsletter interesting
and worthy. Sinee we here are keen-
ly interested in native plants
suited to our area, &t least some
information has been gained in
their propagation. I would like
to share this information with
others anytime. How might I speci-
fieally assist?

Also, eould you plaee us in eontact
with members who might have native
seed to share?

S i ncere 1y,
James Borland , Propagator
Denver Botanic Gardens

- A visit to. the Denver Botanic
Gardens (SOg York St, Denver CO
80206, 303-575-3?51) is a unique
experienee for visitors to Denver.
During an early April vist, the
brave beauty of Pasqueflowers and
a mass display of spring bulbs
dimished the sting of bitter 100
mph winds. In the eonservatory &
greenhouses, m&sses of Iilies and
the drama of orchids erased the
stormy weather entirely. Our only
regret was not being able to return
month after month and experienee
the seasons at the Gardens. Members
gardening with natives, espeeially
at higher elevations with eold
winter temperatures, may have seed
of choiee speeimens to share with
our northern neighbors.

FROM THE EDITORS

WANTED: Volunteer(s) to assume the
editorship of the Native PIant
Society Newsle.tter as of JanuarY
1984. The major requirement is en-
thusiasm for alI aspects of native
plants, although some exPerienee
with "eut-and-pas.te'r helps. The
editor(s) is responsible for soli-
citing news and feature artieles
f rom any likety source (Uotn member
and non-member) and Putting it all
together. The benefits are manY--
you have aeee s s to PeoP Ie around
tne stater you get to meet many of
the members through eorrespondaneet
and you are at the hub of NPS acti-
vity. If you're interested or know
someone who might be, Please wr i te
to us: NPS Newsletter Editors, P.O.
Box 934, Los Lunas, NNI 87031.

WANTED: CO\4MITTEES

To eon t i nue the f i ne work of NPS,
we need help--you. The four conmi-
ttees of NPS are Conservation, Pub-
I ici ty, Education, and Newsletter.
The s eope o f these conmi t tees ean
be as varied and ean eover as much
as you are ambitious. Don't be
shy, volunteer today. SimPlY droP
a note to our President Ted Hodobat
217 Arno SE, Albuquerque NM'87102
(242-3053) and let him know what
eommittee you're interested in.
Share your talents with NPS, we
need vou !

THANKS !

We extend a sineere tThank vourto Howard Morgan, KOAT-TV weat-her-
man, for featuring native plants
on his broadcas.ts through the end
of July and into August. His eom-

ments suggesting landseape uses
of native plants and discouraging
reekless transplanting from the
wild are weleome publicity for NPS
and nat ive plants.

NPS -N.!I OFF I CERS

President; Ted Hodoba, 2l? Arno Se, Albuquerque l.l-ll 87102 (242-3053)
Secretary: Frances Szeman, 1858 Calle Los Vecinos, Albuquerque NM 8?10?

(344-820r)
\lcmbership: lris David, P.O. Box 591?, Santa Fe NI\l 8?502 (988-1709)
'lreasurerr Judith Phillips, Star Route 7 Box 145, Veguita NM 8?062
Board llembers: Phyl I is tlughes, P.O. llox 310, Santa Fe NIt 8?501 (983-48?5)

Bill iuayf ield, Staf ltoute, Bcnt NM 883r4 (6?l-4617)

Newsletter Editors: Lisa Johnston & Judith Phillips, PO Box 934,
Los Lunas l't}l 8?031
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ROADS I DE PLANTS
NEW MEXICO

OF NORTHERN

Over many years the author/
illustrator team of Gail Tiernev
and Phyllis Hughes has eondueteb
intensive f ield studies through
the spiny ridge of Northern New
Mexico. The collaboration resulted
in ROADSIDE PLANTS OF NORTHERN NEW
MEXICO, a field guide published byThe Light ning Tree press in
Santa Fe.

Ar ranged in four seet ions by eleva-
t i on and typical trees, the reader
i s gu i ded t hrough the seasons for
eaeh general domain, beginning with
the earliest flowering to the final
burst of fall eolor. The roads and
trai ls leading to and through Hyde
State Park are used as exampte
s i tes for observat ion.

The book ineludes a Map, Biotic/
Vegetational Chart and introductory
material to prepare even the amal
teur for elose eneounters wi th the

vegetable kingdom. There is a eom-
prenensive lnoex of Latin and eom-mon Eng I i s h and Span i sh names anda short Bibliography for the more
ser ious reader.

Over 150 plants are deser ibed wi th
134 fine line drawings and Zg eolorplates. The entries, eaeh on aseparate plate, provide teehnical
deseriptions and information as
well as fascinating historieal andfolkloric material. -

ROADSIDE PLANTS OF NORTHERN NEW
MEXICO uses a unique coneept ofplaee and time to help the readerin identification. Wftn knowledge
of the season and approximate theBiot ie/Yegetational Chart. one eanquiekly turn to the apbropriate
see t i on of the book that descr ibes
and illustrates the loeal
vegetation.
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AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
11l()9 Agua Fria

Santa Fe, Neur Mexico
87501

505-9834831

Specializing in native Plants
und Perennials

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Guided Wildflower Tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City, NM 8806f

(s0s) 538-2s38

Send ehange of address or anY
Newsletter artieles to: '
Native PIant Societv of New IVIexieo
Newsletter
P.O. Box 9 34
Los Lunas NM 8?031
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Drought Tolerant & Native
Landscape Ornamentals

Bernardo Beach Native Plant Farm
Star Route 7, Box 145

Veguita, New Mexico 87062
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