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Albuquerque Chapter hosts Rex Funk with the Open Space
Oiv:ision of City Parks and Recreation who rvill s.oeak on
the Elena Gallegos grant, etc.

J.Os Cruces Chapter tnembers hope their -olanned trip to the.
San Andres i^li1af-ife-Refuge-rvi1t- mate'rial-ize; thefr- -
reque$E to e:nter i{hite Sands lilissle Range has been in for
two rnonths. i"leet at Pan Atn Center at 8:00 a.rn. but f irst
caII Totn or Bob'as your name must be submitted.

Las Cruces Chapter's program to be announced. Meet at
7 :3O p. n. \IMSU, Ag BIdg. , Room I90.

Santa Fe Chapter wiII meet at 7
at .St . Johns CoIIege . PhYlIi s
on Culinary lilative Plants which
recipe irandouts.

: 30 p. rn. in the Lab Bldg .

I{ughes vrill give a program
inclr.rdes a slide show anC

Albuquerque Chapter's program Lo be announced.

r-as Cruces Chapter will enjoy a program by Paul Richmond.
PauI is very rnodest about his lcnowledge of plants but
gives a very interesting artd fun prograrn. He and Helen
inake quite a team. Catch tireir act at 7:3O p.m. at I'{MSU,
Ag BIdg. Roon 190.



President's Message

"'Iith 
the coming of autumn, many

natives will be setting seed. It
wou lcl be he lp frr I i f yorr wou ld
coIl,-ct tiris seed fro,n your gar<len
plants or tlrose gr,>wing nearir;r and
and send tirern to our seecl exchange
chairperson. i,Je would lilce to get
this projecc of f and running l>ut
so far we irave hatl lit-tle response
from the tnembers" Let's get this
going tiris year!

FalI is also the tirne to ite
tirinking of the upcoming
nomination and election of Society
of f icers. I f you knorv of any
menber or periraps yourself r.vho
would be interested, remember aII
pgsitions 'witt Ue open for your
choos ing. I t ' s actual ly qu i i:e a
lot of fun, reivardirrg, and not atl
that much wori<.

Ted

I{ELCOI"TE T'O NATIVE PI,ANT SOCIE.TY

t ! gggggr-9119_ ch apt e r
Ted and Maria t{olf'f
Sheri Bearse
iitrancy tsaumgarten
Dr . and l4rs . Robe r t
Rosnagle

Las Cruces Chapter
- -Don -;na- -u-fTe-TE

Daaiel and He-lene
Horacek
Ramona and Don Orton

Ote_ro Chapter
i{arold f}rornpson
Ada 'dester
Bonnie tsrorlers€n or:trf
Gene Robbins

Santa Fe Chapter
Anne -;nd-WtIfCr Kunz

l{ew Mexico at larcre
,A-ngef -Ftre,---
l4argie and Bob Nevrsorne
.l.as Vegas,
Cheryl Lewis
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From The Editor(s)

The no charge I{PS/NM annual
meet in Las Cruces was great ^ The
weather was f riendly. Yorr don' t
neecl to be a cli,nat6logisi: to kncw
the odds against that irappening in
desert sor:Lhern,Jew i,lexico during
surnrner are irigir. 'l,Ve don' t need to
be actirtg i.lrtottens, T{elen Polley,
Bob Reeves ,lflrf f riends to realize
the work oE planning, arranging
and irosting suclt a rneet is i'reavy.

The real hazard irr seeing this
mode -l lir,,.r? t as a precede nt to
follow is that we can't reasonairllr
expect to find these kinds of
pe op le e ve rywhe re nor e ve ry t i 'ne .Sure, we're. all volunteers but
those who arr.ange and lrost these
get-togetirers should 'irave at Ieast
a little expense money. And the
logical source for that seems a
little " fee f rom rne and thee" wllo
enjoy the entertainrnent anrl
hospi tal i ty.

George

',rllro would like to be the neh,
editor for thd itrewsletter? lVe
have decided to let someone else
have the opportunity. The ne!{
editor(s) would start January l.
We rvill <1o the January/f'eUruary
issue and inail it late in
December. Send us your names if
you're interested and we'Il get
them to the next Executive Board
meeting. i'lore about tjris on
Page 7.''

,'{ore l'trew i4enbers. T.{onderful !

|tlyrt le

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Guided tJildflower Tours.

Myra McCormick
Silver City, NM 8806I

(505) 518-2538



Chapter Reports

Albuqger_c1qe-_ _C_!q51t_e_1: In JuIy, we
had .a urall<ing l-or:r of the tsernardo
Beach i{aLive Plant Farrn, just
soutlr of Al'iruquerque, near
Veguita. ''rJe vtere fortunate in
that rnany of the ireautiful natives
we re in f uI I bloom. T,'le also
walked to a aearby hill, to
observe the eEfects of
overgrazing. It was a ver.v
ref reshing outdoor rneeting and we
thank ,fr:dith Phillips for the
tortr.

Our August rneeting was cance-l-ed
i>eeause of the annual state
tneeting in Las Cruces.

Suzy Sultemeier

Chaves County Chapter: On our
r-5'te- 5f -lte I-d-Eiip, E ttre rest
area on i{ighway 2E5 east of
Roswell, rnany of us had our f irst
experience at seeing Mescalero
Sands.

The sand dunes were covered in
so)ne areas witi'r sunflowers.
Elsewhere was the scrr:b oak. Our
greatest treat r,ras seeing several
bush morning glories with their
rnajestic hues. Other plants seen
were senna, evening primrose,
aster, milkweed, catclaw, sticky
ring and sand verbena. fne yellow
and blue daleas were s.oectacular.
The grasshoppers had feasted on
the spectacle .ood fruit.

At the rest area we rvatcherf a
scissor tail feeding four young
ones and s.oied a nighthawk
sleeping on a small limb.

i{ina KeeIer

Las Cruces Chapter: Dripping
Spf ings -vJis -Eie-Ete of bur ,June
field trip. llne higirlight !{as
seeilrg Oenotirera Organensis, the
organ Mour.rttln prT-firose -wirfch is
a threatened species since it is
only found naturally in the wet
areas of the Organ i.{ountains. Dr.
Richard Spellenberg' s coninents
about tire f lower parts, including
the ner:fasy whic| attracts

extremely long-tongued moths for
pollination, were particularly
interesting. We also saw
Penstemon barbatus, Stechys
coccinea, a sE-owy mi'fEile@ an.i
ianlr otiier ftoweis in bloom. Th6fruits of the little leaf mulberry
were particularly tasty.

Helen Spreeher, for our ,fr:ne
rneeting, gave us a dernonstration
on use of a plant press. i{er
.oresentation rvas quite inforrnative
and welI done. Plant specimens
were also identif ied. I,Ve had two
visitors frorn Hobbs who, we hope,
will help start a chapter of ,r\trPS

in their area. Good luck and
happy flower hunting to both.

A pop quiz started the July
meeting. Everyone was asked to
identify, by family, a number of
s.oecimens. A diseussion of some
field characteristics of the
different .olant farnilies followed.
July's field trip was to the site
of a natural spring near Kingston,
N.M. where we saw some introduced
.olants, such as water lilies, now
growing wild and some fruit trees.
'.,nle also saw wiIC honeysuckle and
sweet peas, along with many other
mountain wildflowers.

Tom Wootten

Otero Chapter: fhree Rivers, at
tire edge of Lincoln National
Forest, is a fairly abru.ot citange
frorn the surrounding desert plant
cornmunity. Most of the plants
seen there on our June 30 field
tri;o were farniliar--alligator
juniper, gray oak, Arizona Iive
oak, pinon, Apache plume, New
l4exico locust, brickellia,
Iemonade bush, mountain mahogany,
silk tassel, algeritar V€lvet ash,
narrow leaf cottonwood,
forresteria, bur oak and gami:eI
oak. Some of these plants were
not recognized irnmediately because
tireir shapes were different froin
those we were used to seeing. It's

)
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation
By Judith

I like Las Cruces, alwaYs have.
fnis year's statewide NPS ineeting
has given me at least a Cozen more
reasons for my Southern bias. foe
one reservation we had about
iraving our annual bash in August
in Las Cruces was the weather. Not
to worry. It onIY rained, on cue,
before or after field triPs and a
Iigirt cloud cover the rest of the
time tnaCe for: verY comfortable
hiking. ifnoever was in charge of
planning the weather Iives right.

fne agenda called for a bit of
traveling--into the Organ
Mountains and across the flats to
irlhite Sands. Carpooling made the
trips entertaining, conversation
feapfrogging from mining to movie
reviews with stoPs in Euro-oe and
hilltop Tennessee. Our "real"
stops to regrouP and a minor
rneciranical delaY became
opportrrnities for roadside
botanizing. It's hard to
inconvenience a grouP that can't
get errt of the car withoul f inding
an unf arniliar four-o'clock to
visit over.

Speaking of four-o'clocks, a
han<l lens revealed the wine red
splendor of a perennial spiderling
(Eoerhaavia). fhe sPiderling and
a-b=fie- miTFwort ( Polygala )'
anothe r Li I I iPut ian-fewel-
suggested a new art Pr:oject--a
,;eiies of "wi Idf lorver cameos", a
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Phillips

great idea we expect to see
completed in this Iifetime (ahem).
i{trot all the in$iration requireC a
hand lens. I look for possible
landscape ornanenLals rvhether I
want to or not. fney jump out at
me. SiIk tassel (carrya) is one
whose t iine iras com6-Ta-esthet ical Iy
speaking, from a propagator's
.oerspective it ma,v take a few
years. Anyone out there have
access to seeds or know the ins
and outs of cutt j-ngs? Garrya is a
dogv.rood so cuttings could tvork
easily or not at all). Shrub
salvia (S. pinqr:ifolia), wooIIY
rosemary- ( pol fitrnEnffi-I and mar i ola
(Parthenium-J are oftier garden
,ooss-T6lfTiles v./e saw at Aguirre
Springs, i,fnit-e Sands anC the west
foothills of the Organ i'lountains
near Dripping SPrings, our three
fielri trip sites.

The Aguirre SPrings triP Look
us Erom the creosote bush (Larrea)
flats tlrrouglr a sotol (qqqylT?l€)
f orest into pine/ junipei-- - --
higirlands. A short sto^o rnidvray
allowed close insPection of a r:{ew

r'lexico buckeye (UngnadiSl--*" let
the El Paso NPS FeoPLe along fot:
tire tnorning exPe,lition call it
Texas buckeye'--we can be big abottt
these things, esPeciallY during
rnonsoon season. Tnne many
rnagni f icenL spec i 'nens of aI I igator

(cont inued)



juniper: (.f. depeanna) were enough
to endear the 1>lace to tne.
Althor.rgh Toin i,Iootten and Bob
Reeves, orlr: t:apable hosts, thor:ght
we were a little early for tire
flush of wilrlflcwers recent rains
will spawn, r{e saw dayf lowers
(ComeIina anrl Traclescantia),
wit-Ifllofrdrs (tlfysiinum); vine
snapdragons (.Iaurandya),
four-o' c locks -fA-l-TTonia) --a spot
of color at eveE! tuFn -

On returning to Las Cruces hre
took a brief tour of Dry CounLry
Plants. The Texas sage
(Leucophyllum) tooked too good to
plss -up.---ETew Albuquerque
Cira.cter mernbers and the Soco.rro
delegation are searclring for warn
rnicro clirl.rtes to grow tireir
Iatest cornpulsion--encouraged by
the only successful Zone B
gardener in Albuquerque. (Cood
Iuck, f hope you sr:cceeC so I can
try again).

Thanks to the prize donors and
bidders, the silent auction again
anytiring but silent and was a lot
of fun. (A personal thanks to
Frances .szeman for embroidering a
nedium tee shirt).----EEre are no words to describe
Irlnite Sands. Cur eveninE visit
was highlighted by a spectacular
Iigirtning display in the distant
moun{:ains and preci.oitated another
rne,nber project--a f ield guide to
tire f lora oE tire interior dunes.
It- will certainl,v i1s easy to
illustr:ate, edit and index the
finisired product as clos<: as ti're
nearest stack of typing paper.

A heavy ::ainstorm led to an
,unschedulecl midnight frq irunt
well attended by tire frogs of Las
Cruces who turned out to watch a
flashlight rvielding amphibiphile
who shall renEin nameless.

Sunday morning's trip to a.
rock outcrop near Dripping Springs
was a f itting close to t'!re week
end. fhe rocky terrain hel<l an
amazing rliversitlz of plant
life--Condalia to Castille ja,

.Ch i hu ah-u 5-ETE>i a n dlaTe -Tiib= i sc u s,
rouglr menodorar ocotillo,
flowering Ferocactus (rVizlisenus
was irere ) ;nd--meTon loco

(Appodanthera) rvith both f lowers
ana-.rfr:bE-@nded fruit (but
without pain ErrI stickers).

Atl this activity was fueled by
box lunchr:s arranged for by tsob
Reeves and ,Jelivered by Eleanor
?,Iootten and ilelen polley--NpS
Meals on 'v,lheels.

As usual tire real dr.rw of tjre
tneeting was Lhe comtoany. irlheti'rer
your interests ruh to botanizing,
rock 'horrnding or climbing,
bir<ling or pirotograp,ring the
reprorluci:ive organs o.E a thr:ee
foot -l-ong dianonC bacl< rattler
(recently deceased--we diCn't eat
the melon loco), you can find a
rvilling accomplice in IIPSNM.
Inproinptu discussion, possibly
because tire gror:p asselnbled from
across t'ire state, centered on
community patterns rather than
individu.el identies, and have
given rne tire urge to reread
I'lountain IsIands, Desert Seas by
F e ;e iie f ic ii -e eT f6a cT.--

fhank you to Tieraona Walker
for her shuttle bus to Aguirre
,Springs and conpany along the way.
Thanks again (and again) to the
Woottens, tsob Reeves and Helen
Polley for the hard work and
hos.oitality that made this the
best annual meeting yet.

We wiIl begin planning next
year' s ineet ing soon--any
suggestions for location and
activities are most welcone.

Editor's note: Walter Graf,
Slbuquerque Chapter nember, is theart ist f or tire sketcir of the Organ
Mounta ins .

AC'UA FRIA NL.ASERY. INC.
Irl09 Agua Fria

Santa Fc. Nei^, M€rico
87501

50t98if4&f l

Spctrttztng h nathp plants
artd pcrqurhls
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AHS: First Rediscovery Awards

fhe Anerican ilorticrrltrrral
Society announced the presentation
of its firsi: Wildflower
Rediscovery Alards to five
individuals wiro have dibcovererl
new popu.lations of extremely rare
spec ies of vri Idf lowers .

i-.Ierv populations of the p1ant,
san<lplain gerardia, Agalinis_
acuta, were disccvered on Long
GTaEa t>y Bob Zaremba, a botanist
f.or the i:trew York litratura-l ileritage
Prograin. Although sandplain
gerardia was once found in
Connect icut, Ri,rode I sland, i-,Iew
York and i'lassachusetts, by L973
botanists feared that the species
had beeome extinct. A^oparently,
fire control and development were
responsible for the decline of the
s"oecies, wlrich was once found in
the open, grassy habitat
characteristic of areas that are
periodically cleared by natural
f ires. Two very small po,oulations
were discovered in cemeteries in
Massachr:setts, where regular,
intermittent mowing had .oreserved
the open conditions required by
fire de.oendent species. Hovtever,
no new populations of the plant
were discovered until the fall of
L9B4 vrhen Zeremba discovered one
snall and one large po^oulation.
The discovery of 1,000 to 2,000
additional plants is very
significant, since it' doubles or
triples the known popu-lation cf
the species.

Running buffalo clover,
Trifolium stoloniferum, was
?e-dTscove red'-tn- wesE virgini a by
Rodney Bartgis, a botanist at The
i-.Tature Conservancy i{est Virginia
FieId office. fhis species had
not been seen anylhere in Lhe wild
since 1940, although it had once
been found in the Ohio and
i,lissouri river Basins. fhe U..S.
Fish and Wildlife Serv.ice Of f ice
had ranked the species as possibly
extinct unLil Bartgis discovered
four plants which were locateC in

6

two cites i.n iVest Virginia. Today,
2rt plant:; are jcnown fron trvo
sites.

The rare a<luatic plant, ,3acopa
stragular rndt- f orrning water-_-
h-yssop, was found in Virginia by
Larry i,lorse, i.Iational Research
Associate ai: Tlre Natu:re
Conserv.-rncy, and Sl-eve Croy f rotn
tire ilirginia i{atural Diversity
Prograrn. These plant.s occurred in
ir'laryland and Virginia at one time,
bui irad noi: been seel"I since L94l- .

Two other popr-llations, located
after the initial discovery, t>ring
tire total known population of the
species to about lO0 Plants.
Arrangements are being rnade by The
l'{ature ConservancY to Protect
these plants.

Several significant discoveries
have ireen made in recent years by
the. staff of . th-e...Oregon-..NatrtraJ.
i{eritage Progam. JimmY i(agan
rediscovered tirree s^oecies in
Oregon, none of which had been
seen in the wild for many Years:
Cregon seinaphore grass,
Pleuropogon oregonus; Applegate' s
miTfve Ec=n-,- -aEEFag'a t-[s app le gat i i ;
a n<f r ou gh a r- r-o-c-Jif5l-e. r-a-9-i65oE@y-s
hirtus.-- IIT recipients received
certificates and rewards frorn the
Arnerican i{orticultural Society' s
i,fil.Cf 'l ower Re(liscovery Pro ject
Fund.

The American Horticultural
Society, a national non-Profit
organizai: ion f or gardeners, is
vitally ini:erested in the
conservation of Plants. ErPerts
estimate that one-tenth' of l-he
species and varieties of Plants
nlt ive to tire cont inental IJnited
States'are in jeoPardY. To
increase awareness of endangered
plants and to .oromote PlanL
conservation, the SocietY
instituted its Wildflower
Recliscovery Project and pulrlis'ired
its f9E5 Endangered'"{iIdfIowers

( continued )



Calendar. Funrls fron the calendar
sales are being use<l i:o suppor:t.
conservation projects. PubIic
r(] sponsc to t'rre '*Vi ld f lowe r
Rediscovery Project an(l Lo the
calenCar has been overwirel;ning.
The l98ir Edangered i.{ildflowers
Calenrlar rvill be available in the
J-ate su{lner at the retail price of
$5.95. AHS meinber:s may purchase
the clendar at the discounted
price of $fr.25. Both inclr:de
postage and handling.

For information about
metnbersirip in the Societlr or: t'ire
l9E5 Endangered Wildflowers
Calendar, please r"lrite to: AIIS,
P . C. Box 0f 05 r t4ount Vernon, VA
22L2L, or call (703) 768-5700.

For more inforrnation on
contents of tiris article phone
Connie Clark: (703) 768:5700.

Going to Utah? CaII
Wildflower Hotline (8Of)
to hear what's blooming,
when. (Sponsored by tlre
Arboretum of Utah. )

the iJtah
58L-4969
where and

State

Please senC your nominations for
the 1986 slate of officers and
board members to the i,Iewsletter
editors, I00l Kings D;Tve,----
Roswell, ilTi,l BB20l, wno will get
them to tite next Executive Board
meeting. As Ted suggested, you
may want to volunteer for an
office. The list need not be
signed. with the titrov/Dec
r\ewsletter you will. rece ive your
election ballot.

t t t",-
. Are bore<l and have t iine on

your hands or are tire ef f icient,
t irne management type who can
always do rnore

o Are ,Jedicated to
ident i f icat ion, apprecie.r-' ion,
protect ion, .oropagat ion cr
culLivaLion of our native plarrts

o Enjoy communicating and
working with interesting .oe)lsons

o ,T,ove living within a t,ight
br:dget

o Triant lots oE erchange
pub Iicat ions

o Are seeking a continually
varying rnix of fun and :Erust.rati.on

o C:an, in a lirnited space,
provide something of interest to a
small nu,nber of readers with
diverse and sometime conflictinq
interests

. Don't have all the
qualifications (who does?) but
would like to be the new editor(s)
of this Newsletter, you or you all
nay volunteer-Eo?-or inquire about
this job througir us or any meiniter
of the Board.

Other than not asssuming lzou' re
a spokesnan for the .3ociety or
bui:sting t'ire buclget, the f reedorn
is alinost complete.

f f you have questions about tjre
nuts and bolts (scissors and
paste ) operat ions call or ivrite
us.

tsecause t'ire two mailing permit
fees cover only a calendar year
the editorial transition should be
early January 'E6 after we mai-t
the .lan/Feb issue in late
Decemlrer.

i{e of fer any assistance vle can
give and our best wishes to tire
new editor(s).

George Einley

1985 NPSNM OFFICERS

President--Ted Hodoba
Vice-President--Lisa Johnston
Recording Secretary--Frances Szeman
Treasurer--Jean Dodd
Menbership Secretary--Judith phillips
Board Member--Iris David
Board Nlember--Tom Wootten
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Tom Vmttcn Jfi Hsv. r0 [rsr
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Wildflowers Get An Even Break
By Ben Moffett

"I will be the gladdest thinq under the sun!
I will touch a hundred f lorvCrs and not pick one. "

Edna St. Vincent t"tillay who
,oenned Ehose words, f{as concerned
about flowers, but she had nothing
on the De,cartment of Interior's
iitrational Parl< Service. Among land
management agencies, the i'iationa l-

Park Service (NPS) has no peers in
its effort. to protect native
wildflowers.

Some agencies were establisheC
to lnanage the land for multiple
use and give equal consideration
to jjlarvesting timber, mining,
grazing and consumptive
recreational activities such as
four-wheeling. Other' agencies have
flora and fauna as principal
concerns, but in a pinch give the
tazot 's edge to big game animals
or waterfowl.

It's good tirat tirese agencies
exist, because Americans have a
variety of tastes and the ;oublic
lands are for everyone's
en joyment. But the lrlational Parl<
Service has a special assignnent,
given to it by citizens through
their congress and president in
1916. fhe mission: Conserve the
scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wildlife
. .. in such a nanner as to leave
them uninpaired for the enjoyment
of future generations..

Given that mandate, the
iJational Park Service can operate
in a fashion Lhat allows nature to
run ii-s course. In natural areas,
the ef fort is to rnainLain the
parks as vignettes of prirnitive
America. Native species are
allowed to compete among
tlremselves for nourisir.ment and
space. i"lan-caused e.conornic or
social pressures that could tip
the ecological balance are
minirnized.
B

You don't mess rvith i'Iother
iitratr:re in a national park. A
remarkable 79-word senLence in the
IJ. S. Code of Federal Regulat ions
reads:

" The possession, destruct iorr,
injury, defacement, removal or
disi:urbance in any manner of any
building, sign, equiprnent,
monurnent, statue, marker, oy oLirer
structure, or of any animal or
plant matter and direct or
indirect products thereof,
including but not limited to
.oetrif ied wood, f lower, cone or
other frr"iit, egg, nest or nesting
site, or of any soil, rock,
rnineral Eor,nat ion, phenomenon of
cr:ystallizat.ion, artifact, reIic,
historic or pr:eiristoric feature,
or of any otirer public loroperty of
any l<in<l, is prohibited. . . "

I'Iher,r! Ys. i,lillay. who touched
a hundred flowers, wguld certainly
have attracted watchful rangers in
a national ^oark.At first blush, the rule might
sound harsh. But the national
parks protect the natural
treasures and historical heritage
of our countrY. TLeY are often
cal led t'lre "crown jeweIs", and
they re.oresent -unique, one-of-a-
kind phenomena.

only exotic sPecies (those
brought in bY man) are consiCered
second class ct!-tzens. For
example, ltrPS gave the nod Lo the
native plant sPecies of the
Chihuahuan Desert at trlhite Sands
Natiol-ral i'{onunent when they were
accostecl by a tnassive, ravel-Ious
African inLrurler, the oryx' Thesc
400-por:n,1 antelope were fenceC out
of the nonument earlier this )/ear'

An<l at Bandelier National
( cont intred )



Monument, the feral burro was
elirninated in recent years to stop
soil erosion that was .olaYing
iravor: wi tir the f lora, and,
ultirnately, the health of the
whole ecosystern.

But aside fro'l the exotics,
there is no etfor[ to st-ack the
deck in favor of any st:eci':s. In
national parks, aIl enjoY equal
rank, f rom tnule rleer to deervetch,
mountain lions to PussYtoes,
mal larrl f locks to s,oreading phlox.

fhat's a big plus tor
wilclf lor^ler:s who cclnpel-e rvell when
they are not .ololed undel: to
provide fodde r for s1>ecies tleat
man pri.z-es more, or dug u1: for
bac)<yarC planters. You don't cut
Chr:i-sLinas trees in ^oarks, nor do
you ,oick ug dead wood' fne
Bib l-ical "dust to dust." principle
applies, and it's a sYstein tilat
works wel-l.

tsesides getting an even break
from nan in the parks, wildflowers
geL equal billing from NPS
management. fhere's scarcely a
park that doesn't have nature
trails showcasing the typical
f Iora and par'l< interpreters are
usually well-versed on
wildflowers, proudly denonstrating

their knowledge at campfire talks
or on trail walks.

fne result is that people go to
parks to ser) rvildflorvers as inuch
as tirey go to see large nimtnals,
bi,J trees, geysers, caves, Iava
flor^rs, bat flights or anlr otirer
p.'reoorrrenon for which parks are so
fanous.

\nd tirat's as it should be.
Along ivith ivls. i4illay, here's a
vote for gilia and verbena,
prairi,: coneflowers and asters,
paintbrush atrd pensteinon, blue
f lax, loco weed, colurnbines and
cholla. Thrcw in a tiger
srval Icwtai l, a broad-tai led
hurrrmingbird or a scent of
creosotebush on the desert wind
and you have natural beauty at its
zeni th.

Editor's note: l4r. Mof fett'is
a Public Affairs Officer for the
ttrat ional Parl< Se rvice . He
suggesLs that to get Permission
for iielri trips or to obtain
information on a park's flora thaL
you write the superintendent of
the park and tell hirn what You
have in mind. You Can also ask
f.or the park's ,olant list and any
other inforination on native flora.

Congratulations, author .Tean
Dodd, on the full page story in
4lelegglqg_21fly_{9ws about an
Otero CEqpter-Fief-d-trip, complete
with description of plants seen
along the way.

Thank you to aIl contributors
to the silent auction, all who
helped with the state meeting and
especialllz a thank you to all who
braved our southern New Mexico
heat to at.tend tire state meetinE.
It was again proven to me that no
finer grou.o of people can be found
than in the i.TP,SNl4.

"Hasta Ia vista a Las Cruces. "

WoottenTour

Jim Lewis wilI be teaching the
course, "Gardening i'{ithout'.,^Iork--
l.\IiId Gardens" on Wednesdays,
August 28 to October 16. Cne
session is in the classroom with
the ot.lre;: sessions in natural
ga::dens and on f ie ld tr iPs . For
in Eornation call UijIM Cointnunity
CoIl-ege 277-3751 or Jirn Lewis
38r-7423. s
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r.soscffi6ffftilrn5
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Key to Tribes of Asteraceae
By Sandra Anderson

This sim,ole key lvorks rnosL of the tiine for i,Iev,' i"lexico:;pecies, and most
oJ-" t'ire characters can be ctrecked it'r the fiel-d witir a itand lens.

I. Sap milky, aII f-lowers ligulate ...Cichoreae
1. Sap watery, some flotvers not ligulate.

2. Anthers free Ambrosineae
2. Anthers connate.

3. Bilabiate fJ-owers pr:esent... ..Mutiseae
3. Bilabiate flolers absent.

4. Involucral bracts .orickly ...Cynareae
4. Involtrcral'irracts not prickly

5. Involucral bracts scarious.
6. Plants generally not aromatic, pappus of bristles

or absent, anthers caudate . . .Inuleat:
6. Plants aromatic, roappus of scales or absent,

anthers not caudate Anthemideae
5. Involucral bracts not scarious.

6. Flowers alI tubular, perfect, not yellow.
7. .Style branches elavate or knobbed, stiginatic

their entire length . ..Eupatorieae
7. .Style branches linear, stignnatic only on

proximal half ....Vernonieae
6. Some f lowers not tubrrlar or not perfect or yellorv.

7. Receptacle chaffy.
8. Each disk achene subtended by a chaffy

bract Heliantireae
B. Each ray achene enfol-ded by an involucral

bract; chaff in a circle betewwn disk and
ray flowers... .Madieae

7. Receptacle not chaffy
B. Style branches flattenetl, each with a hairy

triangular appendage... ..Asteraea
B. Not as above.

9. Pappus of copious ca.oillary bristles. .'senecioneae
9. eappus of scales ot awns or absent....Helenieae

Cichoreae--chicory, dandelion
Ambros ineae-- ragweed, cock lebu r r
Mut iseae--desert holly
Cynareae--thistle, bachelor' s button
Inuleae--eve r last ing
Anthemideae--dog fennel, sagebrush, yarrow
Eupatorieae- -Jce-Pye-weed, br icke lbush
Vernonieae-- i ronweed
ileliantheae--sunflower, t"lexican irat, tarbush, beggartick
l,ladieae--tarweed. t. idy t i^os
Astereae--aster, goldenrod, snakerveed, fleabane
Senecioneae--Senecio, old man, groundsel
I{elenieae--desert marigold, paper flower, Indian blanl<et

IO



Editor's note: f)"ris is a copy of the body of a letter received by Ted
Flodoba frorn Grady Stem, Landscape Architect with the State Ilighuray
Departrnent, Santa Fe .

'r,Ie appreciate the l'trative Plant Society of i:trew i'lexico's concern for our
native wildf lcwc'rs and '.nowing gractices rvhich directly af Eect them.
These practices also have an irnpact on the obher native vegetation we
use in our "Range'r al)proacir for reclairning and maintaining our highlvay
rigirt-of-way. It is our.ohilosophy and practice to revegetate disturitecl
areas rvith grasses, forbs, shrubs, trees and wildflowers indigenous or
adaptive to t'he area.

Or:r mor+ing policy has been desiqned
recovery an<l ernergency parking Srea
tire roadway. Further, rnowing should
this area is from L3"-24" in height
nc lower than 6" above the (fround.
provirles for a saf ety zorle inri rvi t1
of tire climax native veqetation.

to ;orimarily Provide a safetY
of approximately 15 feet adjacent to
not be done until vegetation in

and then vegetation is to be inovred
i{e feel tirat this mowing height
not be detrimental to establishrnent

This matter has been brought to the attention of the District Highway
i"laintenance Engineer who is responsible for mowing along the section of
I-25 between Belen and the Socorro County Line, he can be reached at the
follorving adrlress and phone number.

Andy t'lart inez, District 6 l4aintenance Engineer
P.O. Box G
l'4ilan, i.'{ew tilexico E7O2L
(50s) 285-6623

Ie should be able tc ansrver any further questions regarding mowing in
this area or if you have any further questions regarding our
revegetation or vegetat.ion program please contact rne.
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Chapter Ref)orts, continued ---

a good place to go if You are
thinlcing abottt landscaping jusL L()

see irow d,if ferenL. Lhe sarlle plant
can look. '.'.{e also saw a patci'r of
green threads (fhelsP?rma
qqg-qtlq!"lt ""* ) r^t-FiiEi-6;; t a I I
sle-na-er-Ereen stems 3Ocm-Im topped
with yellcrv f .lcwers (no petals) '
Frances Szeman says theY are very
goorl fcr making dYes.

Our triP bo Arabella on Jtrllr 29
was indee.l r:nusual. EverYone had
such a good tirrr,: seeing ivhat was
Ieft of tire old homes llea):
ArabeIIa anC atlmiring the
Standlrardt irorne and grounds that
very littl-e t ime was spent looking
at native Plants. Arabella is

nestled at the fooL of l-ire eastern
enrl of the Capitan i"lountains. T'he
tallest peak behind the Standhardt
home is l0,OB3' elevation. Edith
.9tandhar<lt and dauglrter Ann had
rec(3lttly cornpleteci a large
rock- lined spring- fed ;>ond
cornplete witir aquatic p.Iants aftd
Iarge gold fish. fhe first water
I i Iy i:lossom had opgned. Ins itle
the house, Ann indrrlgt:d rrs by
playing tire 1r3;psichord whicl:r hatl
been hand made by her father.
Another ir-rl-erest- of the f a'ni Iy
showed up in an ext-ensive rock
eol lect ion. Our t?ranks bo tire
Standhardts for a terrific day!

,Jean Dodd
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