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September/October 1 9gg

Pelonci I lo Trip

Please remember the Pelonci I lo
Trip October 28, 29 and 30. The group
will meet at the store in An'imas at
the intersection of Hwys. 9 and 338 at
10:30 a. m.

The PelonciI1o area is a un'ique
ecosystem within New Mexico. Flora
and Fauna are very much a part of the
Mexican ecosystems. The U.S.
Wi ldl ife Service's much covented Gray
Ranch is in this area.

This would be a great opportunity
for plant and anima'l enthusiasts tovisit a truly unusual area of our
state.

Remember: The Peloncillo area is
wi lderness; no stores, gas stations,
no campgrounds. Everyone must bring
their own food, water, camping
suppl ies and remember to fi I I the
auto's gas tank.

VO1. XII NO.5

NPS-NM Meeti ng

October 1 and 2 the NPS-NM wi 1'l
have its annual meeting and get-
together at Bear Mountain Guest Ranch
outside of Silver City. Owner Myra
McOormick, an NPS-NM member and
supporter, will be our host.

Bear Mountai n Guest Ranch offers
' someth'i ng f or eve ryone . The area i s
rich historica'l 'ly as we'l 'l as alive
with a rich assortment of wi'ldf lowers
and b'i rds.

Th'is wi l1 also be the f i rst
opportunity we wi'l I have of meeting
the new Silver City chapter members.

For more 'information about
accommodations and room rates, contact
Myra McCormick at 538-2538. BE
CERTAIN TO MENTION YOU ARE A MEMBER OF
NPS-NM AND ARE COMING FOR THE SPECIAL

t'
Annual

For I ast mi nute detai 'ls
trip contact Jean Dodd (see
Chapter Contact elsewhere in
news'letter ) .
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TII"1E FOR NOI1INATIONS

Positions avatlable are

P resi de nt

Yice President

Recordi ng Secretarg

Treasurer

Membershrp Secretarg

, Se nd no mi natr o ns to:

NPS-NM Nominations

c/o Box | 42

Portales, NM 88150

We'lcome New Members

A1 buquerque
Chris Conley
Susan Homer
Susan McLendon and Rick Hudson
Nature's Way Who'lesal e Greenhouse
Barb and Hunter Ten Broeck

Las Cruces
Heather Bryant
Norma Hopk'ins
Darrel'l T. Su'l f ivan

Otero
Jess Jackson

Santa Fe
Anna Marie Cl ifton
Pat and Mack Graves
Ann Mehaffy

Out of State

Charles and Joan Maynard,
Madison, |,lisc.

The Chihuahuan Desert Research
Centeli s sponsor i ng the Th i rd
Symposium on reaources of the
Chihuahuan Desert Region at SUI Ross
State Un i ve rs'i ty on Novembe r 1O-'l2 ,
1988. Theme for the event is
"Desert'if ication and Resource
Dep'l et i on i n the Ch i huahuan Dese rt
Region: Past, Present and Future." The
program wil'l 'include an impressive
roster of scientists and consist of 43
individual presentation. For morb
information please contact CDRI at
915-837-8370. from El Paso Nat'ive

Plant SocietY's
newsletter, August,
1 988
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CHAPTER CONTACTS
Albuquerque: lalter 6raf, {735 l. Lea Sf, 8i105,

( 817-6{69 )

Las Cruces: ltelanie Florence, R,I. I Bot 7l l.
Lrs l{est, 880{l, ( 525-3529 }

0lero Ccunty: Jean Dodd, 1302 Canyon Rd.,

Alanogordo, 88310, ({3{-3011 i
Santa Fe: lrri flubby, 525 Canino Cabra, Santa Fe, 8j501,

t983-r058i
Si lver Criy: Eecl Srith, {538-5350}
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President: Lisr Johnston, P.0,8ox 112, Portalos,88130
llerbershtg Chainrn: ,lean Hef lin, {13 Live Oak Loop llE,

llbuquerque, 871 l2

Editor: Susan frchter, 2500 lloruent Rd. Sf, llbuquerque,

87 t05

Vics Presidenl: Ior lootten
Recording Secrenry: Oovie Thonas

Treasurar: Jean 0odd
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Xeriscape Conference
Recap

The first Xeriscape conference in
New Mexico was held in Los A'lamos
August 18 and 19. Xeriscape is a
fancy work to denote water
conservation through creative
landscaping. The "xeri " is derived
from the greek work "xeros" for dry.
It was humorous to 'l 'isten to so many
peop'le, speakers and well as members
of the aud'ience refer to the
program as the ZEROSCAPE conference.

The Xeriscape progranl began in
Denver in 1981 when the real'ization
thai a growing population would soon
exceed the community's water
capability. The xeriscape program is
not a doom and gloom program of water
rationing. Instead 'it is an
intel l igent alternat'ive to water
wasteful lanCscaping. The xeric
principles encompass the seven
principle steps-a1 1 sound
l'rorti cul tural steps-

1. Plan the landscape, a good design
'is most important. By grouPing
plants together of 'l ike soi I ,

water and sun needs You can sti I I
create a beautiful landscape and
use water wise'ly

2. Prepare the soi I wel I . Th'is i s
unfortunately the most often
el iminated step in landscaPing.
Even nat'ive P l ants wou I d
apprec i ate so'i I amendments 'if
noth i ng more than i nc reas i ng t,he
soil air ration before sowing the
seed. Drainage and water
retention must also be cons'idered
bef orelrand.

3. Limit turf areas to functional
areas. Lawns need not be
el iminated f rom a'l 'l landscapes'
but consideration should be given
to iust how much 'lawn is rea1lY
requ i red .

4. Use 'lower water usi ng Pl ants.
Remember, al I nati ve P'lants are
not drought tolerant and al I
nursery-exotic Plants are not
water hogs. Learn the
d i fference .

5. Use mu'lches to minim'ize
evaporation, reduce weed growth
and slow erosion.

Irrigate efficientlY. Certain
areas will require water less

often than others. Select the
most eff icient water deliverY
systenr your pocketbook can
afford. A thumb over the end of
tlre licse is the least efficient.

7 . Ma i nta r n the 'l andscape proper'l y '
Wel'l tended pl ants f ree f rom
stress and competi t'ion f rom
weeds, bt.tgs and f ert,'i I i zer ml suse
wi I'l use 'less water.

Nati ve p'lants i n I andscapes were
well represented. S1ow1y people are
com i ng f o rea'l i ze nat'i ve p I an Ls are
not ug I y- i n f act. many are qtt t te
beautiful. Not surpris'ingly the most
siLrght af ter handouts were the plant
Iists. Peop'le just can't get enouglr
i nf o rnrat i on on nat j ve and d rought
resistant plants nursery inddstry
peop I e p'! ease take note .

App r ox i mate 'l y 90 peop I e
the Xeriscape meeting in Los
Joni Vachon arrd her staff did
.lob 'in hosting the program.

we hope this is develops
strong interest in wise water
landscapes for New Mexico.

Along the same line

attended
Alamos.
a f ine

into a
use the

A new group has been formed to
promote the use of drought resistant
native plants and other introduced
drought resistant species for use in
landscaping publ jc, comrnerc'ia1 and
publ 'ic areas i n the Al buquerque area.

The group l4as begun as a result
of a plan to landscape a new park near
the petroghyphs in turfgrasses, all
but el iminating the eristing native
p"lanLs. UnfortunatelY Poor
coord'i nat r on between tlre c i tY, '

ne i glrbor hood assoc i at i on and
urr i ncorporaLed areas resu I ted 'in th i s
d i sast,er . A l so to be taken i nt o
account was the 'inf luence of sports
enl--husi asts whose voi ce was I ouder and
much earlier than the native Plant
enthus i asts . We can I earn f rom tlrese
losses. If you watrt your municipaf ity
to work with native Plants, You must
have a st rong , unj f i ed vo r ce and ntake
your opinions known earlY irr the
design processes.

If you would like to know more
about th'i s g roup p romot i ng nat i ve
plant use, please call 897-2952-
Hopefully we will be able to keep you
abreast of their Progress.
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CHAPT€R R€PORTS

Otero
Three Rivers CamPground

Field TriP

June seems to be a good month to
explore and admire Three Rivers
Campground and the nearby tra'i ls in
the L'incoln Nat'iona'l Forest even
though we urere i n the m'idst of a
drought this year-rain started that
afternoon. Flowers were mainlY
between the turnoff f rom H'ighway 54
and the campground. We saw a third
kind of Dyssodia for the first
time-just one large Patch and then
on 1 y one mo re . Dese rt mar i go] d 

'b'laz'ing star, pale trumpets, Peganum
harmal a of the Cal troP f am'i I Y,
chocolate f'lowers, Zinnia grandiflora'
green thread-Thel sePerma
megapotamicum, and sting Cevallis were
sighted a'long the roadside. A
goigeous display of bird of paradise
was followed bY'lots of chol'la in
bloom. Along the tra'i 'ls higher up
were patches of squaw root. Prickly
pear and beautiful Apache Plume were
'in bloom. Three R'ivers is unusual in
the desert since it has water. A

rushing stream fal'ls over rocks on rts
way down the mountain. There are also
enormous boulders scattered nearby.
Trees and shrubs are thick.

Monument CanYon
Fie'ld Trip

Monument Canyon 'is on the Ho]comb
Ranch near Timberon, an isolated
mountain land development village in
the Sacramento Mountains. Mrs.
Holcomb's daughter and her family were
very thoughtful and he'lpful hosts for
our trip there Ju1Y 30. She said
probably there were more people there'
54 or more, than ever had been on the
ranch at one t'ime. We could not miss
the opportunity to marve'l at the
natural wonders of the ranch which is
usual 1y closed.

The scenery both along the road
and at the ranch was a wonder.
Mountains and meadows were 'lush and
sreen, fu] 1 of flowers. One of the
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most plent'iful plants at this t'ime of
year is the wh'ite ragweed, HvmenopaDus
newberri, which is an excel'lent
background for the colors of other
flowers. We saw one short penstemon
about 4" ta]1, near'ly all flowers'
whose color was a definite'
outstanding Pink. AnYone know it?
There was onlY one.

The path we fol lowed led along a
f lowirrg stream so much of the time we
were around a very wet environment.
Some of the b]ooming P]ants were
Bouncing Bet, cinquefoil both red and
ye'l low, Hedeoma, green Macromeria,
Mexican campion, red gilia'
dayflowers, horsemint, mountain spray'
mu'l lein, mock orange, nodding onions,
b'lue-eyed grass, blue bells, white
Indian pipes, heal-al l, N.M. vervrain,
b'lack eyed Susan, fileree, oxalis and
yellow evening primrose-Hookeri. A

real thri I I was had bY al I when we
came across some PlumP riPe wi]d
raspberries. Since our trip to Santa
Fe we even recognized PussYtoes.

Tlrank you Santa Fe for our visit
to your 

- chapter. Our adv'ice to a1 I
members-would be 'if you can possibly
go to a joint meet'ing of chapters-do.
Many members were helpful in so many
ways and the food was terrific. The
homes were beautiful both inside and
out. The scenery was breathtaking and
the tour of Santa Fe Yards and
nurseries inspiring.

August 27 the Otero Chapter went
from arid, rocky countrY at the
Caballo Lake campgrounds up into the
B'lack Range of the Gi la Nationa'l
Forest via Hi'l lsboro, Kingston and
down into the Mimbres Valley through
San Lorenso ending up at City of Rocks
near Deming. Lunch stop was just
beyond 8,178' EmroY Pass at a 1ove1Y
rest stop where we saw white violets
near a stream and Pure, whjte
dayflowers on a hi11.

We saw more 4 o' clocks,
dayflowers and buckwheats than we had
ever seen before and more varieties of
each group than we imag'ined possible.
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Thef grew in a'l 1 the plant zones we
passed. Is there a tiny blue
dayfl ower?

A lovely stand of pale yellow-
orange crag I i 'ly ( Antheri cum torrev'i
Ivey p. 334) was bloom'ing up 'in the
mountains. Passing through Las Cruces
the Broom Dalea was covered w'ith blue
b'lossoms as opposed to the purple
blossoms of the Dales along I-25 near
Socorro and Hwy. 54 to E'l Paso.

Landscape note: wouldn't it be
nice to have masses of the spiderl ing
(Boerhaavia SB. ) we saw at Cabal lo
Lake and 'long the roadsides! They
have bright dots of wine-red colored
b1ossoms and are just charming.

Las Cruces

The guest speaker on June 8 was
Pat Penfield who discussed medicinal
plants. People have been known to use
drugs found in plants s'ince earlY
history. Most of our "new" drugs
today have been derived from old
traditions of using herbs to treat
various ailments. For examPle,
ancient Egyptians placed moldy bread
on soldiers wounds (penicil'l in),
Greeks used Sal'ix alba extracts to
treat gout and rel i eve pa'in ( aspi rin )
and Indian snakeroot was chewed by
American Indians to reduce tensions,
aid tranquility and alleviate mental
depression (contain reserpine).

By the 19th century, the past
knowledge of plants used for medical
treatment $ras i gnored and " sc i ence "
was emphasized. There were severa'l
reasons for this: 1 ) the recognition
of microbes and a new understanding of
the way diseases progressed, 2') past
recordings of plant use were not
scientifically tested, 3) a movement
to using more exact, isolated
chemi ca I s to regu'l ate concentrat i on of
medicine. Standardi zation and
synthetic drugs culminated in the 20th
century.

Now there is a renewed interest
in herbal medicines because: 1) drugs
used now often have many side-effects
and compounds in the original
medicinal plant often ameliorated
these side effects, 2) plants may
contain other compounds that work with
the medicine that are now.unknown and
a pure compound wil'l not do this,3)
many plants were used together to get

the drug effect and isolated chemicals
may not get his effect and 4) there is
an'increas'ing apprec'iation of the
naturaj world. There are many
problems now wi'ld places and
knowledgeable herbal ists disappearing
fast but, hopefully orthodox and herbal"doctors" may start working together
to reverse this trend (like the modern
Ch'i nese ) .

Our Ju]y 10 potluck picnic at
Broad Canyon was successful thank to
the "cool " and cloudy weather. We saw
some real n'ice flowers (Polvqala spp.-
white and blue flowers, white
Peta'lostemon alba, and Thelospermum
megapotamecum--Hopi Tea were the most
common). A real treat was seeing
several Zephyr Li lies (Zaphranthes
lonqifol'ia) which only occur within a
week after rain and only bloom for a
day. Most of the area was dominated
by shrubs and one A'lgeri ta ( Berberi s
haematocaroa) was very large--
approximate'ly 10" in diameter.

Our July 13 meeting featured
Scott F'lorence from the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) who discussed the
BLM's rose in managing rare and
endangered plants. Basical 1y, two
acts (the Endangered Species Act and
the Federa'l Land Policy and Management
Act) govern BLM management of
threatened, endangered and rare
spec'ies. Each state has i ts own BLM
manual sections addressing its
particular situation. Before writing
plans covering a particular BLM
administered area, dh inventory for
known threatened and endangered plants
is performed and plant locat'ions are
mapped. When writing the p1an, these
species are taken into consternation
then the on-the-ground measures are
written into the plan to protect or
improve the habitat of these species
(such measures include designating an
Area of Critical Environmental
Concern, putti ng restr i ct'ion on or
prohibit'ing certain activities such as
mi ni ng, etc. , or physi ca] 1y protecti ng
known populat'ions with fenc'ing, etc.).
The goal in managing federally listed
threatened or endangered plants and
animals is to get them off the list--
wh'ich means increasing or protecting
the popu'lations to the point that they
are no longer rate, threatened or
endangered.
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PLANTS TO LOOK FOR ON THE

PELONC I LLO TR I P

OCTOBER 28,29 AND 30
a. grisea-Grey Oak
O. hypoleucoi des-Si'lver'leaf Oak
Cel ti s pal 'l 'ida-Sp'iny Hackberry
C. reticulata-Netleaf Hackberry
Atriplex coufertifol ia-shad scale

sal tbuslr
Cleome serrulata-Rocky Mountain Bee

P'lant
Wisl i zenia refracta-Jackass clover
Po'l ani si a trachysperma-Clammy weed
Platanus wri ght'i i-Arizona sycamore
Vauquel inia cal ifornica-Ari zona

rosewood
Acacia greggi i-Catclaw acacia
A. constricta-Whitethorn acacia
Cassia wisl i zeni i-yJisl i zenus Senna
Erythsir'a f label I iformis-Indian Bean
Rhynchosra tex666-Posary Bean
Rhus sempervi rens-Evergreen sumac
Rhus galbra-White sumac
M'icrorhamnus eri coi des-Jave'l i na Bush
Peniocereus greggii, night blooming

cereus
Arbutus arizonica-Arizona madrone
Arctostaphylos pungens-Point leaf

manzan i ta
Pinus cembroides-Mexican PrnYon
P. leioPhYlla var

chi huahuana-Chi huahua Pi ne
Yucca vi rdis-Mormon Tea
Yucca schotti i-Schott Yucca
Agave schotti i-Schott Agave
A. palmesi-Palmer's agava
Populus augustifol ia-Nar.row leaf

cottonwood
Juglans major-Arizona Black Walnut
Quercus reticulata-Netleaf oak
A. arizonica-Arizona White Oak

4,44*?hyl-

Did you know

Jean Heflin, our NPS membershiP
chairman has been writing a short
newsletter on garden'ing with native
and drought reiistant Plants for
ieiiJ.nti of the Sandia Heights area?
Hopefully soon, with the help of other
r.rP6-*"tol." in the area, a seed
exchange wi11 begin'

Spaodtlint In floutttnS Nrtrvar

T.xt7)u Countwt Y-7.a'ntt
-JJ

T.. Y@rcn lolo N' Main
(t0t) 112.{11{ [:s Crucs. N g ttfrll

Dan Scurlock, NPS member and
intrepid tour leader has yet more
botani ca"l , hi stori cal and
archeol og'ical tours on order.
September 24 and 25th wi 1 I be a tour
to the three oldest trading posts on
the Navajo Reservation; Crystal,
Hubbell and Thunderbird trading posts.
Reservation and payment for the tours
are required in advance. For more
i nformation, contact Dan Scur'lock at
242-1635. (Dan's tours are not part of
NPS-NM activities. )
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COMHON 5EN5E IN PLANT

PLACEMENT

We are al'l gui lty of p'lacing
plants too c'losely together in the'landscape. Over time we'learn just
how big those little critters can
become. Whjle these are no way a hard
and fast rule-q, they may keep you from
making a mistake.

Do some invest'igat'ion before
p'lanti ng. Ei ther observe mature
plants in nature or consult books
bef ore assumi ng those I i tt I e p'l ants
wi'l I remain sma'l l.

Irrigation-even drip-may make
those p'lants grow faster than expected
and perhaps bigger than expected.

Shrubs and round-headed trees
grow about as wide as they grow ta'l l.
Often you can subtract about 10-15X
off the height when figuring spread,
but don't think an 8' shrubs will only
be 4' wide,

Low plants often spread than
expected. Trees should be place well
abray f rom the house. Large shade
trees should be at least 20' from the
house and the shal]ow rooted trees
even further.

Large shade trees should be at'least 50' f rom one another. Med i um
trees shou'ld be about 35' f rom one
another and smal'l trees 15-2O ' apart.
Smal I trees should be no closer than
I' from the house.

'3C=!€>tC=!s>3C=!e>

GREY V,'ATTR USE INFORIlATION

From Hortfdeas, Ju1y, 1988...
2e page booklet by Robert Kourik

Tl're Ed.ib'le Landscape ) 'inc I udes
ttformation on how to use gray water
household water) in the landscape,

how to do, what to avoid. Not since
the California water rations of the
70's and early 80's have we seen info
on gray water use. Gray water he'lps
further our wise water use in the.
environment. For a copy of Gray Water
Use 'in t,he Landscape: How to Use Gray
Water to Save Your Landscape During
Droughts, send an check for $6.00
payable to Robert Kourik, Edible
Product'ions ( P. O. Box 1e41 , Santa
Rcsa, CA 95402).

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Gulded Tours i

Wlldflowers, Blrds,

Ghost Towns

Myra McCormlck (505) 538-2538

Silver Clty, N.M. 88061

Noma
Addr.tr

MtMltlsnlt At?ucAlrcrOa

Phono No.

Othcr htarcrrc6 lomilV ,ncmbcrr:

Plcotc cnclorc vou, chccl
poYoblc fo:

Notlv. Aonl Soclefy ol How Merlco
t.O. lor 59lt
Sonlo fo. NM Ct5O2

Annuol O'Jct:

-hdlvlduol 
A tomllv SE.m

_ trlanct ol lhc soclerY s25.m

naor rand o gtlt mamb.rlhlp
o,rd corcl lo:

lo banor rarrc our mcmbarthlg. glcotc
chccl orc<rr of gonlculo, tnlcrcrt.

Conrcrvotlon:

-tndon9.rcd 
rpoclcr, lfobttott

_Pcrtof hg obrrlad orcor

-Wotcr 
coclan otlon

-Progogollon -S..d 
Ccilccilon

tonctrcoplng: _Rcttctcnilol

-Ovlc -Commcrclol -Hlghwoy

Sp.c|ol tlrr: 
-b -nbat

-Lh<tctrol -Dy6
-PhotoCroot| -f|.kt 

ldF

-tt'mobotqv -hLobolq|V
-G(fflng 

b rorolo
_hb.r€l clot|.t

-l,lcrdonr -Yorrlh 
trol.ctr

-Orgonlro 
nac clroplcf

_l'|crnb.r$lp drlva

-Ortr.r 
(pl.o- rp.clht

ltow rould lou <t tdlba yo{, hd.l ol
drOcrllr? YYhol qGor *odd yos ba
wllllno lo h.l9 wtth?

A'a 
'ou 

o momb.{ ol on orgcrlrottor
wllh rclol.d prrporar (Go.d.n Ot6.
NM t{lldlloror Ar$clollon. ctc.)?
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#(|tr 6AL€NDAR ry
A'lbuquerque

October 5

Las Cruces

October 9

October 12

November

Otero

September 25

October 27-29
November 12

Santa Fe

September 21

l{hite Sands Fieldtrip
8:00 a.m. For more
info cal I 522-4434 or
522-8068
Meeting at 7:3O p.m.
NMSU As Bldg. Rm. t90
Pot Luck Dinner,
plans to be announced
or cal I above
telephone numbers

Agui rre Spri ngs-rneet
at picnic area 1O:O0
a. m.
Pelonci I lo Trip
Business meeting andpot luck at home of
Frank and Shirley
Trezise. Noon.

7:30 p.m. St. John's
Col le9€, meeting with
R. DeWitt fvey on
native plants, slides
i ncl uded

November 2

December 7

7:3O p.m. Museum of
Albuquerque on
Mountain Rd. in Old
Town
7:30 p.m. Museum of
Albuquerque on
Mountain Rd. in Old
Town
Pot Luck?
For more information
contact either f{alter
Graf at 877-6469 or
Franc'is Szeman at
344-920',|

October and November meeting and
fieldtrip information not avai lable.
Contact Mimi Hubby at 989-165g for
i nformat i on .

DOEHITO.ffiflI&iRlI\,(
tRroEcRR6\r*tlrrTfl,5

lffioocftt| rfrtru€ Rffrmin
oectr@Er,mtc

52o lrovfaNo N.v.
A,lbvqtxtqb

qc^ 9 +o 5 (ro.,,Iru6., *4.

NPS-NM Editor
2500 Norment Rd. StJ
Albuquerque, NM 87105
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