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NATIVE PTANT NURSERIES: PLAYING THE ODDS
. Bernardo Beoch r",,1!!l!riy!:;

People in the native plant nursery
business are compulsive ga.mblers. We'd
just rather do our betting in the open air
and sunshine than in the smoke and
glitz of F Las Vegas casino. Uncertainty
is the one constant in this occupation.

tC;iH'rr,ffi#iJ?*:i.:"ihl:i
horticultural pursuits, there are fluctu-
ating temperatures and pathogens to
contend with, but crops can be planned
quite precisel.y. You *anf 10,000 petu-
niab in April? You buy 12,000 seeds in

December, sow them in a greenhouse in
January set the thermostat and add
water (and fertilizer, And more water....).
Almost every horticultural crop has
cookbook instructions. Arid land natives
offer some interesting challenges.

First is the matter of obtaining the
raw materials. Seeds of some species
are commercially available.....some-
times. More ollen, the source lies 30
miles up a dirt road and 3 miles up an
arroyo. That's not the problem, that's a
fringe benefit. The problem is timing.
Getting there when the seed is ripe,in
sullicient quantity to make a few mis-
takes, gnow some plants, and still leave

plenty of seed to maintain the
. integrity of the native stand.

If you're lucky you have

t )lii i
i.'..i,

friends who
know you'll for-
get Littleleaf
Sumac and col-
lect the seed for
you. Likewise,
manyofourbest
"new"plantsbe-
ganasgiftsfrom
friends wanting
to share their
favorites. (An-
other major
fringe benefit of
this business is
the excellent

company we keep.)
- So we have the seeds, those tiny

pellets of potential, a full house in hand,
right? Not quite. Overcoming the dor-
mancies, learning the temperature. and
watering preferences for the germina.
tion and sustained growth of individual
species comes through trial and error
(Ode to the Millions Who Have Died.:..). .

Sometimes we get lucky and the first
efforts pay off (that must have hap-
pend to someone.,.). It doesn't neces-
sarily mean lhat the same trehtment
will work the next time. For years
Cliffrose Coa.'aniantericana has been an
easy crop to germinate. With cold moist
storage for 3 months, the seed has al-
ways germinated with wild abandon in

-e'arly April. The p.oblem has been pro-
tecting first year seedlings from freeze
burn in winter. Tor the past two yeaq.
the seed hasn't sprcuted. Is the seed
bad? (Rule l: Always blame the seed. It's
not usually the problem, but it might
make you feel better.) Even if there was
a Ball Redbook for commercial growers
of native plants that gave accurate ac-
counts of seemingly consistent results,
the nature of. the plants we choose to
-grow 

assunis us a perrnanent seat at the
roulette table. We are dealingwitlr plants
whose survival strategies include er-
ratic germination to assut€ a reserve of
seed as insurance against an equally -
erratic climate.

Once the propagating problems have
been at least partially regolved, the
question becomes how garden worthy is
the plant? We owe our customers the
information they need to grow the plants
with a measul€ of success. With plants
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Many thanks to
Robert -Dewitt
Ivey for permis-
sion to use his
wonderful draw-
inp from Ftrou.r-

ering Plants of
NewMexico,w,-

"ond edition, in
our newsletter
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EDITORS'MESSAGE
We hope to see many of you in Carlsbad. The new chapter there is
goingall out to see that it will be a memorable weekend. We have
been going through the chapter archives and have ri'eeded many
old copies of our NEWSLETTER. These will be available, on a first
come basis to anyone who wants them. Some go back tb our earliest
yesrs.

The November-Decbmber issue of the NEWSLETTER will be
dedicated to landscaping with. Native Plants. Please send us
original articles or rneprints of articles you think are particularly
worthwhile. To date we have received a grand total of one article.
We want this to be an issue which can be reprinted and useful to
all homeowners in New Melico.

You may submit any article that you feel will be of interest to other
NPS members. Good suggestions could be hrticles dealing with
specific plants or with specific landscaping situations. Also you
might want to recount special experiences, successes, failures etc.

Tim McKimmie
which you have hdd in your landscape.

Rick CasteJter

AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
12109 Agua Fria

Santa Fe, Nal Mexico
87s0r

505-988-.18i:|1

. Specinlizlng lri natrue plants
and perennials

"';;*&"f ilxf ,,llf,f,t-i
f*tttttt'" ety.of New M"ft"o. The Society is
i;!::"' composed of pnofessional and arnateur

botanists ind others with an interest in the

The
Neweletter is

llora of New Mexico.
Articles fron the Newsletter nrav be reorinted if
firlly cited to author and attribuied to tire News-
letter..

*-lvfembershio 
in the Native Plant Societv of New

M&ico is ofu:r to anyone supporting oL goals.
We are dedicated to proriroting a great€r appre-
ciation of native plants and their environment,
and to the preservation of endangened species.

l'{embers benefrt from chapter meetinp, field
trips, publications, plant and seed exchanges and

' a wide s€lection ofbool<s available at discor:nt.

We also encourage the use of'suitable native' plants in land.iniping to preserve the state's unique
character and as a water conservation measure.

We mainta^in a regis'ter of business and profes-
sional people who are members and can supply
information and services related to native plants.
To be,added to this roster or to trquest informa-
tion, coritact the Membership Secretary

Advertising Schedule
Approved advertisements *iU ":, $4O / year.

Schedule of Membership Feee
Dues are $10.00 annually for individuals
families. '?riends of the Societv" include
nizations, businesses, and individuals, w
dues of $25.00 or mor.e provide support for
range goals. To join us, send your dues
Membership Secretary, 443 Live Oak
NE, Albuqueryue, NM .8?122

' Newiletter Contributions
Please direct bll contributions for the
newsletter to the editor:s.
Deadlines for the next two newsletters ar€
October l0 and December 15.

r- I
*--l

President

Vice-President

RecordingSecretarry

Tleasurer

10432 Casador del Oso NE, Alb. 87111
MembershipSecretary Jean Heflin 291-0489

443 Live Oak Lo<ip NE, Alb. 8?122
Jean D6dd 434-304L

1302 Canybn Road, Alamogordo 88310

BOARD MEMBERS
Melanie Florence 525-3529 Rt. 1, Box 7It,:Ia Mesa 88044
BeckySmith 538-5850 609 N. Arizona St., Silver City 88061
Lucille Wilson 434-1506 PO: Box 124, La Luz 8833?
MarkRosacker 885-6117 609 Ni Fourth, Carlsbad 88220

Editors
Tim McKimmie 524-0401 465 Salopek #8, Las Cruces, 88001
RickCastetter 526-19L4 764 Williams Ln, L,as Cruces 88005

BookSales: LisaJohnston 748-1046
1802 West Grand, Artesia 88210

OFFICERS
Bob Reeves 523-1806

. 4751,a Colohia, Las Cruces 88005
Mimi Hubby 983-1658

525 Camino Cabra, SantaFe 87501
MichelePeters 294-74Q3

Foster Chairman: Ellen Wilde 982-1406
110 Ca]le Pinonero, Santa Fe 8?505

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Albuquerque

Ted Hodobat St"',r.Katona
Las Oruces

- MelanieFlorence
Tom Wootten

Otero
Jean Dodd
Lucille Wilson

Santa Fe
Mimi Hubby
Phyllis Hughes

rGila
Bob O'IGefe
BonFlemke

CarlsbadMadrone' 
MarkRosacker
Mar5r Helen.Brunt

864-0614
247-9005

525-3529
522-8068

434-304L
434-1506

983-1658
983-4875

388-5101
538-3498

885-611?
885-4532

puplt n,ffiry4H
n dolco
Doleo rcqoia
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ga.rdeners get that overwhelming urge
to plant in spring. By the time our main
cft)ps ane ready to sell, it's summei and
hotter than blazes. Not tHe best time to
be transplanting?

So far we've been attacking the
problem in two ways: trying to

gmw mone so that there are
more plants available all

the time, and trying to
',^ educate ourselves and

our customers regarding
the best siting and best

transplanting time for indi-
vidual species. Both approaches still

need work. It seems we can't grow enough
plants. The more people see them, the
more they want them. These born aga.in
weeds ar.e, after all, exceptional plants,
and there is no way of telling which
plants will enjoy a sudden burst of popu-
larity.

As we've been pressed to prrrduce
more, we've extended our transplanting
activity, beginning earlier in the spring
and working longer into the summer.
After twoyears of trial, there's no doubt
that most of the plants we gnow respond
better. in the heat of the summer (vie're
barerooting thousands of seedlings in
100' F July heat which is contrary to
any common sense I thought I had). The
late February- early March transplants,
even those species such as Gayfeather
Liatris puncfofo, Threeleaf Sumac Rhus
trilobata, and New Mexico Olive
Forestiera ncomexicano'should prefer
cooler transplant temperatures, but are
slower to root out into the containers
than those transplanted a month later.
Summer transplanting is done early in
the niorning, between 6:30 and 9:00
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a.m.,,when the evapotranspiration rate
is lowest . Transplanting is done in the
shade (leafy shade if possible, since
moisture evaporating off foliage cools
the air more than shadecloth alone can),
and transplants are watered consis-
tently. WhileI'm not recommendingthat
the average homeowne4, whose day does
not begin and end in the field like ours
does, plant their entire landscape
bareroot in July, many plants including
Broom Dalea Da lea scoparia, Cliffrose,
Desert Willow Chilopsis lineais, most
Penstemons, Threadleaf and Fringe
Sage Artemisia filifolia and A. figtda,
Joint Fir Ephedra species, Fernbush
C h am o.e b ati e ri a m i I le fo I i u m, Littleleaf
Sumac Rhus microphylla and Giant
Four O'clock Mirabilis multiflora all
transplant well from containers in hot
weather if treated careftrlly. Common to
all these plants are their preference for
well-drained soil and their heat toler-
ance. Transplanting them in cool
weather increases the risk of
overwatering. Let your own experience
be your grride.

We have chosen to forego the pro-
tection of a greenhouse, and seed, field
grow and transplant to containers out-
doors, which is unusual in the nur€ery
business. The decision is based on a
desire to produceclimate adapted plants
that will establish easily on harsh sites.
We use row covers and shade cloth to
buffer ambient weather conditions
somewhat, but we want the weakest of
the lot to expire. Better in our seedbeds
than in the garden. Betting on the
weather is the ultimate gamble, but
then we're holdingthe wild cards...native
plants.

conllnued frcm poge I

' from wild collected seeds, the only way
to find out is to grow them out in ds
many different situations as possible,
usingwhere the plant occurs in the wild
as a guide, and evaluate plant perfor-
mance oler a few years. If the seed is
from a southern sounce, will the plants
be cold hardy? Last winter left few illu-'
sions ( and no tender plants). If the seed
is from northern provinces, how heat
tolerant will the plants be? The past few
summers have left few illusions there

leither. There is also the matter of how

-potentially 
invasive a plant may be.

When the r.esearch and development
stage is winding down (it is never rreally
over... these plants are full ofsurprises),
the adventure in sales b"gtnF.

One of the major problems in mar-
keting native plants is timing. If plants
are being grown under close to natural
conditions, i.e. not artificially heated
and pumped full of nitmgen so that they
nearly shoot out of the pot (or die try-
ing...), we don't have a green and bloom-
ing product ready to sell when most

POSTER REPORT
1000 Posters were delivered to Mr. B. K. Graham of the

- State Education Offrces for distribution to all the Elemen-
tarji Middle and High Schools in the state in April. If
anyone knows ofschools that have not received theirs yet,
they should contact him. Sales are going well all over the
state in storcs and National Parks. Jean Dodd reports that
the cost of the posters'was $10,346.04 and that we sold
S9,551.25 so far. It shouldn't be long before we start

aff;ilx1ffi li"*t"*?;:'ff 3,T"J#jcommittee
Bev Grady Albuquerque 275-0798
Jean Dodd Alamogordo 434-3041
Lisa Johnston Artesia 748-t046

Luci Nolan Silver City 388-5485
Ann Mehaffy Santa Fe 983-3784
Ellen Wilde Santa Fe 982-1406

Niki Threlkeld is in Santa Fe for the summer and is working on
paintings for the Summer and Fall poster She would welcome
anyone bringing fr.esh flowers (common, easily found roadside
flowers!) to be included on it. 988-3172 for the summer, 521.
4077 later in the year in Las Cruces.

El Pasoans can see, admire and buy the Native Plant
Society of New Mexico poster "Wildflowers of New Mexico-
Spring and Summern'and its accompanying explanation
sheet at:

The UTEP Museum
or

Prints Charming, 7040L North Mesa 584-3808Bob Reeves T.a" Cruces 523-1806



CALENDAR calendar,something to write on, and
ideas about wh.ere you would like to go
and what vou would like to do.

Otervr .t:r_" e,i^P,*. Gila
27, 28,29 sept'-A thf d?v trjn u'\ spnday sept. 8, '9 a.m. - Field trip to

gd
.( r Paul Gordon, and, hopefully, some

Railroad'Canyon iil.the Black Range.
This is a repeat trip from last year that
was poorly attended because of rain.
Railroad Canyon is off Highway I52
east of San Lorenzo. Trip leader: Jay
'Hammel (538-2859).

Thursday Sept. 26, 7p.*. - Monthly
meeting at the Carter House. Harold
Bray will grve e program about Soil
Conservation.

$unday Oct. 6, .8 ".-. - Field trip to
McKnight l{ountain and Mimbres Lake.
Forest Road #152 crosses the Mimbres
River and climbs to'the crest of the
BlackRange which it follows fora couple
of miles. A trail continues for another
three miles to Mimbres Lake. This area
is heavily populated with aspens and
the view from the crest is great, Trip
leAder: Deb Swetnam (388-3086).

Thursday Oct.24, 7 p.m. - Monthly
'meeting at the Carter House. No
speaker. Business Meeting.

Albuquerque

Last minute arrival! SEE PAGE 8

guides from the Silver City Chapter.
'I The., are'certainlv all welbome! Meet at.r''l Thev are'certainlv all w:elc.ome! Meet at(''-1rc ,r*iat the fdPtrifn-"vs ?0'and 90

cenalnlv all welcome: Ivleet al
trre fldPtrifnways ?0'and 90

^a{ which is just north oilordibuig-on Fri-
P{''l'da*,. l: .- (,'l.u^. c.{v"S$t tr,<1, srJ, g 5,'lu"*.c,lrj;J*r;"t; asr !J, X
\l( ,'l 2 OnfnharjGmn12 OctoberjGrapevine Canyon-Meet atI b' r{ rz vuuuwr-uralEvllrE val$/vlr-rlrE
.\^'*p" I the south end of the Alamogordo Holiday\^1"'
i.5 .Inn parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to carpool.
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Las Cruces

l8.August - Afternoon field trip starting
at 4:00 pm at the PanAmerican 

?:lparking lot to.the Sol:

1 1 September - Morithly meeting at ?:30
pm in Room 190 of NMSU AgBuilding.
Melanie Florence will talk on '?lant
Commirnities in the Organ Mountains."

15 September - Field tiip'to The Old
Refuge.

9 October - Monthly meetingT:30 pm in
Room 190 of NMSU Ag Building. Bar-
bara Sallach will talk on 'Tlistorical
Vegetative Changes in New Mexico."

13 October - Field trip to Blue Mesa.

..., SantqFe

Trips and meetinp are being planned
for September and Octob6r but details
were.not set at the time the Newsletter
was beingput together. Meetinp will be
as usual, the third Wednesday of each
month at 7:30, downstairs in the Lab
Building (left from the Visitor's parking
area) of St. John's ColleEe. Visitors fr.orn-
other 

-ar€as. 
and p.osfttirre .mem{are always'welcome to meetinp anF

fireld trips. Call Chapter Contacts for
further information.

Bring a'PORTABLE LUNCH. Only
trucks and 4 wheel,drives on the trip.
John Morton is making arrangements

. with the military and the Forest Seryice.
Don I'ribble is checking out the roads.
We will have to reschedule if there is
any niin around that time.

2 Novembbr-Potluck at noon followed by
annual business meeting to plan the
1992 schedule. Home of Ad aird George
Hanawalt. Turn westjust afteq or north,
of the 50 mph sign at the south end of
Tularosa. Go to-d".d end. Turn left
(south)..Go 1.5 miles until you cruss the
RR tracks. Hang a hard right after the -

' tracks onto Hanawalt's'land. BYO
'CHAIRS. Also bring your personal

VIEWS FROM THE SOUTH
How many times is 'lack of communications a source of

problems for us? Those.inter-ested in co'nservation a# well
awar€ of the need to share information, especially in a state
'as large asNe* Mexico; Realizing this, some time agoTed
Hodoba, state conservation chairm-an, planted the seeds and
initiated a method by which individual chapters could net-
work with each other. Volundeers to participate in the
network were sought from each chapter. Local as well as
statewide concerns and achievements are being shared.
Current networkers are:
Ted Hodoba-Chairman
Ron Flemke and Deb Switnam-Gila

' 
Roger Peterson-Santa Fe
Pat Williams-Otero
Tom Wootten-Las Cruces

' Our primary contait in Albuquerque.has.left the state,
and another person from that area would especially be

' welcome. We hope to gain a representative of Carlsbad
Madrone also. Then finally, we recognize that there are
members who because of geographic limitations are not
directly affiliated with a local chapter. Your input is en-
couraged as well.

All interested rnembers are encouraged to share idejas.
either through one ofthe contacts above or through airect
participation on the Coniervation Committee.

Tom Wootten

. . snowberry
Syr?ph d ic apos o E oph ilu

o smoll shrub wlth

n

u

greenthreod
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CI{APTER REPORTS

The J.une Otero trip.was to look at
and learn'about the experimental pio-
grams. in the Sacramento Mountain
forests. In 1925 experiments wereb.goo
to study Douglas Fir, and White Fir was
included in 1935. In 1975 the designa-
tion was changed to R"esearch Natural- Area and in the'80s there was a timber
sale. Paul Gordon,in telling the history
ofthe area, said he thought the area was
in much better shape than it had been-
50 years ago.

Looking at a small amount of slash
a discussioi f"il";$;;;;;il; f;;
dealingwith the debris. l. Leave it to rot

,and enrich the soil. 2. Worry about fire

" and, therefore, clean it up. 3.- Visiting
Las Cruces members told ui of the Euro-
pean practice of cleaning the forest-
leaving absolutely nothing on the forest
floor and taking out the debris to use.

Two days Liefore the trip we had put
on a native plant program for the Forest

^ Senrice riear.Ruidoso where t\ey were

! celebrating the 100th year of the conser-v-' vation movement. The Forest Reserve
'begro in'1891 when one man was solely
responsible for a very large arnea. He had

. to bend rraquests to Washington, D.C.
even for supplies' like paper clips. He
hed to depend on individual citizens to
help carry out any program to imprrcve
the forest. The geographic area covered
by the Reserve was not the same as the
present Lincoln National Foiest.
. On the June trip we saw clumps of

New Mexico Locust bloomiirg in prcfu-
sion. Pink wild' roses, snowberry
Symplnricarpos oruophilus (Ivey p. 79),
Jamesia (Ivey p. 268), and Ninebark of
the rose family Physocarpus rLonog,nus
(Ivey p. 250) were all in bloom in spite of
the heht and lack of rainfall.

On 27 July Otero Chapter took an
altprnate trip to the Gnatkowski Ranch
nearAncho. Rain had washed out roads
in the area where Paul Gordon h4d
originally'planned to take us.

Mrs. Gnatkowski does a'Sheep to'
^-. Shawl" demonstrition which shows the

!p"o""*t of shearing.the sheep, the steps
in, preparing the wool asi yarn, and fi-
nally the weaving. Part of this proce-
dure was shown to us along with a house
containing her iooms and yarn. In the

main house she showed us her spinning
wheel and reel for winding the yarn.
Since she h!" been pteparing garments
for the Taos Fair we,got to .see the
oea-utiful.finished work that she will
take. Whatever the price for the fin-
ished garment, one wonders how it would
pay for the mady hours spent preparing
the wool. Adiscu*sioriof dyes and mbth-
proofing techniques ended this part of
our day but we spent a lot of time jusf
marveling at the interesting house we
were in. The Gnatkowskis had bought
the old White Oaks Bank and used the
material. in it to briild their own house
which is filled with antiques. Evdry-
where you look you find something in-
'teresting to catch your attention.

On the road back to Ancho some of
the plantg in bloom that we saw were
Mammillaria wrightii, Pineleaf
VervainVerbe na perennis- (see Warnock
p:- 191 Davis Mtns.,.-.the bright pink

. phlox), lots of Greenthread Thele sperma
megapotiimicum (Ivey p. 102), White
Prairie Clover Petalostemurl can-
didurn, and man/patches of Blackfoot
Daisy Melampod.iurn bucanthum, W6.
'saw'an hs yet unidentified shrub that
seemed to be a kind of rabbitbrush we
had not seen before. We will see.

I.aa Cnrae*Paul & Betty Sheliord'l
,, , Melanie Florence 

:

The July meeting was our annual
Show and Tell. Everyone brought na-
tive.plants they were unable to identify
and/or plants with unusual characteris-
tics to share with others. Melanie Flo-
rence and Jony.Cockman l"end able to
identify most of them, and-there was a
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flurry of field guide page turning.in this
interactive meeting.

We had a delightful -freld- trip to
Eqrory Pass (in the Black Range) on
July 14, 1991. Our first stop was a little

- out of the way to Animas Creek-up from' Caballo Lake. It was worth it, however,
to see huge. Arizona Sycamores, Cot-
tonwoods and Velvet Ash with an un-
'derstoryof oaks and grape vines. Very
few herbs were'flowering so lfter test-
ing the footbridge act\oss the creek we
went to Highway 152.

The creosote bush rolling hills at
. '. the beginning of the drive on Highway

152 had a wealth of flowering herbs at
the side of the road including Hog po-
tato, Bladderpd, Filaree, Thistles,
Prickly poppy and Mallows. For some of

-us, this was,the first field trip time we
have botanized after the rains'so we
were busy as beavers trying to identify
all the plants.

Our next stop was above the desert
into the grasslands outside of Hillsboro.
We were rewarded with seeing (and
smelling) Chocolat'e flowe4 Buffalo blr,
Skeleton weed, Clammyweed, Plains-
flax and Blirzing star is well as some of
the same plants^we found below.

We ate lunch at the campground
outside of Kingston which is in the
linyon-juniper life zone. Not only were
we climbing in elevation, but'we had'4 ;
creek (Animas Creek?) to explore. We'
saw the dark pink and whiteblossoms of
Everlasting pea everJrwherc ab.well as
sweet clover. Arizona walnut grows there
as well as Box elder'and willows. The

'pond above the creek had a few' .(continued next pagel
scorlel pcnsfcmon
bndffion batbotus

leol lyp.s
e=-:

-.

'\€>
dork red€r6nstem
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waterlilies while loosestrife and Blue-
eyed grass were blooming on the banks
of the stream coming into the poird.

' Finally we made it to Emory Pass.

d p.iotro,"
rGe-colored

f shoollng slor
Ddeolhcil DUlchellum

lis and tiny Spotted Saxifrage east of
Pecos; glorious red-violet Calochortus
qunnisonii, wonderfully fragrant Mo-
narda menthacfolio and many kinds of
edible mushrocms in the Jemcz moun-
tains.

Quite a crew helpei Bob Sivinski
search for ilqpp lopappus nr.icrocephalu s
near Tres Piedras and numerous plants
were found.

red-violel with
yellow center

sego tily
'Cotochotl6 gunnis@ii

Many flowens wene in bloom in-
cluding YarT ow, Wallfloweq Lu-
pines, Lotus sp., Pensterlon
barbatus, Lithospermum sp. and
Buckwheat. It was nice to see the view
and be among the big trees (Ponderosa
pine, Douglas fir and Whi6 fir). After-
ward we all went for pie and co{Tee at
Sarah's Closet in Kinlpton.

On July 21st and 28th Herb and
Christine Ruetzel, Melanie Florence,
Zeno Wicks, and Tim McKimmie took
part in an endangered plant survey in
the Dripping Sprinp area looking for
the nodding cliff daisy and particular
varieties of evening primrose and pin-
cushion cactus found only in the Organ
Mountains. The gmup was led by Katie
Sk"Ee", Dripping Springs Naturalist,
and included personnel ofthe Bureau of
Land Management.

fut* Fo,g11.r* I9-flde i---M;;;'"f 
;" s"r,t" Fe chapter

and guests enjoyed many freld trips this
surnmer. Sorne were to places we have
visited before and others to new loca-
tions. Arnold IGskulla was responsible
for the planning and did a geat job.
Many thanks from all who enjoyed these
trips, Arnold. Among the highlights were
seeing clumps of yellow Lady's Slipper
Cypripedium calceolus var. pubscens,
numbering 12-17 blooms, Shooting Stars
D odecatheon pulcllellum,several plants
of Penstemon eatonii, a hillside of
Heartleaf Arnica and several small
mernbers of the Orchid family in the
Holy Ghost Campground area above
Pecos; hundreds of Alpine Primroses
Pimula angastifolia, tiny Alpine For-
get-me-nots Eitrichcum nanum,'Alp
lilies Lloydia serotina and Alpine But-
tercups after a rather strenuous hike up
from the Santa Fe ski areh to False Lake
Peak; Great Blue Columbine, pink Oxa-

BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH
P. O. Bor 1163
Silver City, NM 88062

yellow lody's slipp€l
Cypipidiw cobe016
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ChinquoFin ook
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evenly hoiry
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,Pre-Registrations and inquiries to the
above, C/O Living Desert State Park,'
PO. Box 100, Cailsbad, N.M. 88220.

: Remembelthe October l5
P re - Regist rotion D eodti ne I

The Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce
has graciously offered to assist us in
making the annual meeting truly one to
remember. Registration packets pro;
viding additional information. and de-
tails will be provided each registrant.
Packets will be available at the Living
Desert State Park Friday evening, and
prior to departure to the WIPP Site
Saturday. morning.

Carlsbad has many finei accommod-
ations available year-round to area visi-
tors. However, you may. wish to -make
your neservations earl54 at the Park Inn
International, 3706 National Parks
Hwy., Ca'rlsbad, N.M. 88220, Many of
the activities, including bus departures
and'returns, Annual Board Meeting,
and Annual Banquet have been sched-
uled for this facility. There are many
other fine motels within the immediate
vicinity in the event that reservations
should become unavailable. We are
lookingforward to cool autumn weather,
and the opportunity of meetingYOU in..
Carlsbad, this fall.

Telephone inquiries may be made to the
Carlstiad Chamber of Commerce at (505)
887-6516 or to the Living Desert State
Park at (505) 88?-5516. Toll free reser-
vations at the Pa'rk Inn International:
1-800-321-2861.

NATT\IE PI,AI\TT SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
AI{NUAL MEETING UPDATE :

Mark Rosocker

Autumn is fast approaching and with it
comes perhaps your last opportunity
this year to share in the fellowship dnd
comraderie of other New Mexico native
plant enthusiasts..

This year's 1991 State Meeting will be
hosted in Carlsbad, October 25-27 by
our'newest local affrliate, The Carlsbad
Madrone Chapter. We hope that you
have ah.eady made plans to attend this
year's activities and take part in some
very special programs. However, if you
are still undecided...Let me t6mpt you
mone... .

The Chih'rahuan Desert, as exemplified
inihe Guadalupe Motintain, and Lower
Pecos . Regions of Southeastern New
Mexico and West Texas is amoiig the
Southwest's most remote and unex-l
plored .landscapes. Benebth these
mbuntains and desert foothills lie hid.

lden caverns of unique and rare beauty.

la*o'g rrr" -o,rrr*rns, DuE .ro, ar *"i,
- known, lie desert jewels of equally rare

and exquisite character; Living
jewels...our native plants. Cacti, Yucca,
and AlBves might well be expected, but
tucked'in among them you will find
bther plants perhaps unthought about,
an unusual mix of. Chinquafin Oak, -

Texas Madrone, and Big-Tooth Maple.
Against the backdrop of a rugged lime-
stone cliff-face, there is nothing,mgre
beautiful in the world than taking time
to explore an October morningamid the

colons of fall'in McKittrick Canyon. It
will make you glad to be alive!

A- irreliminary schedule of'this year's
activities is as follows:

-Friday, October 26 6pm-epm
Ice-Breaker at:
Living Desert State Park
Chihuahuan Desert Videos
Wine and Appetizers
Book and Poster Sales !

S-aturday, Octobbr 26, 8am-2pm
Bus tour to WIPP Site and
Los Medanos Natural Area
WIPP Envirpnmental Monitoring Pro-
gram. Noon meal provided couft&y of
Westinghouse Electric.

2:30pm-6pm
Annual State Board Meeting at:
Park Inn International

8pm-7pm
No-Host.Bar

7pm-l0pm
Annual Banquet at:
Park Inn International
Mystery Speaker
Early to Bed.

Sunday, October 27, 7am-Zpm
Early to Rise!
Special "Early Bird" .Bus tour to.
McKittrick Canyon, Guadalupe. Moun-
tains National Park, Tgxas. Bringyour
hiking boots, Field Guides, and a Can-
teen. Once we get there we walk. Don't
Forggt Your Camera!
Return to Carlsbad, N.M. by 2pm for an
early start tow-ard home.

.Pre-Iiegistration Fee: $20.00 / person

After October 15, 1991: $25.00 / person

Fees include: Annual Banquet,
.Bus transportation. to and from Los
Medanos Natural Area, '
Bus transportation to and from
McKittrick Canyon.

If you are planning to attend this yedr's
meeting you ar€ irrged to register early.
To Pre-Register, please send us your
Name and address. aicompanied by a
personal check oi money order. Checks
should be made payable to the Carlsbad
Madrone Cha.qter NPS-NM. Ivlail all



LI\IESTOCK EACTSHEET
Editors' note: We cannol check the
verocity of these nfocfs", lt's reprinted
from Sego LilV the Newstetter of the
Utoh Notive Plont Society, Vol 13, No.6, .

Nov/Dec 1990,

According to government and private
s.ources,livestock ranching on our
Westera public lands:

1. Utilizes roughly 75Vo of Wetern fed-
eral, state, and local publicly owned
lands (41 7o of the West).
2. Has debtroyed more native vegetation
than any other land use.
3. Has destrolyed more urildlife and
wildlife habitat than any other land use.
4. Has caused more soil erosion and soil
damage than any other land use.
5. Has destroyed more riparian anea
than any other land use.
6. Has destroyed, depleted, and polluted
more natural water sources than any
other land use.
7. Has <iaused more ruinous flooding
than any other land use.

8. Has caused more invasions of harm-
ful animal "pests'and non-native veg-
etation than any other land use.
9. Has eliminated more beneficial natu-
ral fire than any other land use.
10. Has been responsible for more devel-
opments on public lands and environ-
mental damage from developments
thereon than any other land use.
11. Produces only 37" of this country's
beef.
12. Includes roughly 30,000 permittees

- only 167o of Western stockmen, only
ZVo of U.S. stockmen.
13. Cost federal permitte6s only $1.86/
AUM (Animal Unit Month) in 1989 (a
high year)-about 1/5th faii market
value, causing, in effect, an annual loss
of at least $50 million to the U.S. Trea-
sury.
14. Causes a total net federal, state, and
loca! taxpayer loss of roughly one billion
dollars annually, if all negative impacts
from public lands ranching are consid-
ered.
15. Causes a total net private economic

loss of roughy one billion dollars annu-
ally.

lf i,:*;:ffi :i,11?5i3:lLT'Jt
taxpayers spend on the industry.
17. Rarely contributes more than 57o
gmss to rural economies and actually
detrorts fiom many local economies if
lost recreation opportunities, depleted_ -
natural resources, wasted local tax
monies, damages to private property,
etc., ar.e considered.
18. Detracts more from other uses of
public lands than any other land use.
19. Has caused more political and social
problems associated with Western pub-
lic lands than any other land,ugrr.
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BERNARDO BEACH NATIVE PTANT FARM

DESIGN & CONSUTTATION

DROUGHT TOTERANT & NATIVE
LANDSCAPE ORNAMENTATS

520 MoNTAfio NW Albuquerque
Mon-Sof 9-6 505-345-6248

Many range scientists believe that the introduction of
livestock over a century ago caused mesquite tci spread from
Texas throughout most of New Mexico, changing much of
our native landsca

'Iftc 9{atiae tPtant Society of 9{ew Me4ko
!P.O. lBo4 5917

Santa fe, 9@.w fl{e4ico 87502

. Nbuquerque Calendar

24 & 25 August - Plant Sale! 10:00 a.m..to 4:00
p.m at the Albuqueryue Garden Center

19 September, 7:30 p.m. - Meet.at the west
entrance of the Biolory building at NMU for a
prcgram on the herbarium. The speiker is Tim
Lowry.

3 October, ?:30 p.m. . (our rcgular day at .the
regular location: Garden Center). Program: The
benefits of composting, 

"nd 
rrling worms in gar-

dens and in l,andfrllsl The speakers are Richard
and Cathy Jacobs of R. C. Wiggle Worm.
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