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FOURWING SALTBUSH
Gooscloot fam ily ($1gip]ex canescens)

reprintcd with permission fromWild Plants of the Pueblo Province:
Exploring Ancient and Enduring Uses. 1995. by Bill Dunmire and

Gail Tierney, Museum of New Mexico Press.

Saltbush is an inegularly branchcd, somctimes spiny shrub with
gray-grecn, thick canoe-shaped leaves. This shrub is dioecious; that

is, the male and fcmale plant parts appcar on separate plants. Male
flowers are arranged in small glomerules - roundcd densc clusters -

on spikes along the branchlcs; femalc flowers producc a tiny,
oblong secd with four obvious, papcrlike wings.

Saltbush is undoubtedly onc of thc most valuable forage shrubs in

arid rcgions of thc Southwcst. Able to exist on lands heavily
impregnated with whitealkali, itstill may be found undcralmostany
conditions at mid-to-lowcr elevations in New Mexico, including
gravclly washcs, on mesa tops, ridges and hillsides. It's therefore

common along virtually all of the trails covered in this book.

Though saltbush does wcll on decp sandy soils and occasionally
grows on sand dunes, it is not considcred to be an indicator of any
particular set of substrate conditions. Yet, it does seem !o have an

affinity for the prehistoric sites of the Pajarito Plateau, an affinity so

marked that some scientiss have dcemed saltbush to bc an indicator
plant for ruins. Saltbush Ruin at Bandelicr is an excellent place to
vicw this phenomenon, as arc the cliif dwellings throughout the
Pajarito Plateau.

Like almost every common shrub growing in the area covered in
Wild Plans of the Pueblo Province, saltbush has proven useful to
native peoples of past. and present. Many years ago the nutritious
seeds were ground and cookcd as a cereal; fte leaves of the plant
were also eaten cooked, sometimcs raw, as a vegetable or were dried
and mixed with other ingrediens to form a flour for breads and

cakes. Ashcs of bumed sal tbush are used as leavening for breads, as
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a food coloring, and in

the making of lye to
softcn the hulls of corn.
All of these uses are,

incidentally, an effec-
tive way of making the

niacin in the inner grain

available, thus enhanc-

ing the amino acid con-
tent of potentially di-
gestible proteins in com.
In societics that tradi-
tionally process maize
with alkali in this way,
there's littleevidcnce of
the d ierary-dcficiency
diseasc pellagra.

Many other uses of salt-
bush are known. The
ashes ofbumed saltbush

are still used in Hopi country to impart a grcenish hue to the finely
ground blue commeal of "piki" bread. Also, bccause of the ubiquity
of the shrub, it is not surprising that saltbush has been used whole to

calk or cover the roofs of adobe dwcllings. The shape of 0re main

stems has also suggestcd many uses as tools and kitchen utensils.
Having many tines protruding from the central stalk, a peeled branch

from a browsed shrub makes a good whisk for stirring large pots of
cereal or cornmeal mush; use of such an impromptu whisk has the

dividend of imparting a mildly salty taste to the otherwise bland
ingredients of a campfire meal.

The hard twig ends of saltbushes, tending to be spiny or pointed,

were further shaped by carving and used for arrow heads that were
inserted into the hollow ends of rcedgrass or other shaft material.
This type of point was used for the swift or war €urow and was also
considcred poisonous or inlectious by the people of Islera. Arrows
with stone points were used for game.

At Zuni handfuls of blossoms (probably male) are crushed and

mixed with a little water and the mixture is uscd like a hand soap.

This suggess that fourwing saltbush contains saponins. Crushed
flowers, either dried or fresh, are also used topically for ant bites, and

the roots of another species of saltbush, Atriplex argentea, are used

for skin sores and rashes.
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T-Shirts for
Sale

The Otero Chapter of the
NPSNM is selling t-shirts
with a drawing of New
Mexico Agave (Agave
Neomcicana) by Mame
Carl. To order send $15
for each t-shirt plus ship-
ping charges of $4 for one
shirt and $2 more foreach
additional shirt. Specify
medium, large, extra large
or XX large. Orders to
Pat Hendzel, 58 Rodeo
Drive,LaLuz,NM 88337

The Annual Meeting at a Glance
Thurs. Oct. 17 * Field trips to rtre Guadalupe Mrns. (all day)

Friday: * Five native plint workshops to choose from (l-3 p.m.)
* Six Self Guided Tours (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.)
* Symposium Papers (2-5 p.m.)
* Receprion, Silent Auction, Book Sale (5:30 -7:30 p.m.)
* Landscaping Seminar with J. Phillips, S. Wasowski, and

J. Meilke (7:30 - 9 p.m.)

Sat. * "Chihuahuan Desert Seminar" (9 a.m. - I l;15 a.m.)
* Book Sale, Silent Auction ends,lunch (l l:30 - l)
* Symposium Papcrs (l - a p.m.)
* State Board Mectings (4 - 5 p.m.)
* Buses to Dinner (5:30 - 6 p.m.)
* "Viva El Paso" Show, Reception (6 - 7 p.m.)
* Dinner, guest speaker Susan Tweit (7 - 9 p.m.)

Sun. r Six field trips to various locations around El Paso and Las
Cruces (8 a.m. - afternoon)
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From the editors desk.
Short of begging, I wish I knew what the trick is to soliciting articles for the News/err€r. Somehow, the process just seems to ride along,

and ardcles trickle in here and there and another issue appears. Special thanks to those of you who have contributed articles over lhe years.

I know from comments and letters I've received lhat we'vs managed to published some fine articles on native plants. This is also evident

when I see our articles being reprinted in other newsletters.

Speaking of reprinting, you may have noticed that I reprint quite a lot of articles from other publications. I don't mind doing this, and it's
great to sharegood material from other states butsomeof ourreaders have notcd that they'd like to see more stuff aboutNew Mexico. Which
getsmetothepointofthismcssage. I'mgettingprettylowonpublishablestuff. I'veevengottendesperateenoughtowritesomearticles
mysclf. A few times I thought I'd have to cut the page length but was saved at the last minute by a contribution or reprint I'd found. So

here's my spiel.

If you fit any of the following: have creative ability; like n rcll stories; have noticed peculiarities in nature; have a curiosity about what's
going on in thelandscape; have written articles before; have ideasourreaders mightliketo hearand would like toput them in writing,please

read on for tips to make your job easier.

Nced some ideas? How about:

* backyard experiments, successes, failurcs
* ccological issues
* "how to" problcms and solutions
* landscaping
* local interest storics
* propagation
* spccial places
* species rcpor$
* taxonomy
* travcl

For other ideas and samples of how others have done it, take a look at some old Newsletteri. Have an idea but don't quite have enough

for an article? Visit your local library for some background and supporting material. Don't have time right now? Jot down your ideas

and finish up later. If all else fails, feel free lo mail me your idea(s) and maybe we can find someone else to write something. If you're
interested in a topic, chances are someone else is interested as well.

Guidelines for Submissions

Articlesmaybesubmittedondiskcttc(anyformat),typed(highquality),laserprinterorequivalent,oremail. Articlesmaybeofanylength.

I Th" editor reserves the right to edit for content and quality. Please note if you wish to review any editing before publication. Unacceptable
manuscripts will be retumed with clarification. Articles should be original and neithcr published nor currently submitted to otrer sources

I for publication. Articles previously published will be considered for reprinting with ciradon to the original source.
)

Deadlines for submissions are noted on page 2 of the Newsletter. Mailing address as well as email are also included on page 2. Your
participation is encouraged. Interest in native plants, wildflowers, and landscaping with natives has never been greatcr.

Tim

BERNARDO BEACH NATIVE PLANT FARM
DESIGN & CONSULTATION

DROUGHT TOLERANT & NATIVE
LANDSCAPE ORNAMENTALS

520 MONTAfrO NW, Albuquerque

Mon-Sot 9-5 505-345-6248



Page 4

@ffi CALENDAR

Sept. 5 "Pueblo Ethnobotany" by Carol Brandt. 7:30 Albuquerque
Garden Center. 10120 Lomas.

Sept. 7 Fieid rip to Albuquerque Herb Garden.
Oct. 3 "Growing Desert Plants" by Ted Hodoba. 7:30 Albuquerque

Garden Center.
OcL l8-20 Annual Meeting in El Paso.

3*:**-*-1
L_g:n t

Sept.2l-22 Chiricahua Mrns. Camping Trip.
Ocl 13 Bearwallow Mtn. trip. 8 am WNMU Fine Arts Bldg.
Ocr 18-20 Annual Meeting in El Paso.

$orrnci"l1*... .....:.................*t

Sept. 7 "Rails to Trails". Meet at High Rolls Grocery store at 9 am.

Sept. 28 Potluck. Claypool's 24040 HWY 70. east of Tularosa.
Native Plant dishes suggested.

Oct. 18-20 Annual Meeting in El Paso.

Volume 2l
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Sept. I I "Restoration of the Rio Grande" by Kevin Bixby, Director,
SW Environmental Center. 7:30. 1494 S. Solano.

Sept. 15 Field Trip to Dona Ana Mtns. 8 am. KMart - Hwy 70.
Herb 527-2116

Sept. 2l Highway Cleanup. 8 am St. James Church, Main and
University.

Scpt. 28 (Saturday) Hiking and Potluck Picnic.4 pm, Dripping
Springs Visitor Center.

Oct. 9 "West Texas Preserves" by John Karges. 7:30 pm SW
Environmenhl Center. 1494 S. Solano.

Oct. l8-20 Annual Meeting in El Paso.

LJ$Hr*tr*l
Sept. l5 Tour of Santa Fe Boranical Garden. Call (505) 438-1684

or your chapter representative.
Sept. 2 I Field trif to Montana Ranch on the Pecos R. Mect at PERA

lotnear State Capitol Bldg at8:30 arRowe Exit#30, s. side

of 125 at 9 am. call Mary Whitmorc 454-0683.

Oct. 18-20 Annual Meetins in El Paso.

Why El Paso in October?
by Wynn Anderson
excerpted from Native Plant Society df Texas NEWS, l4(4), July/
August 1996

In addition togreat hospitality, Mexican food that hasn'tbecn Texas

hyphenated, a fantastically informative Symposium and the chance

to make new frineds among New Mexico's most active native plant.

enthusiasts at the first ever, two state convention, here are some

other good reasons:

* Opuntiaarenaria-SandPrickly Pear is an endemic found in the

sandy soils along the breaks of the Rio Grande Valley in El Paso

County;
* Coryphantha sneedii-Sneeds Pincushion is a federally protected

endangered species confined to specific limestone formations in the

Franklins and a few other nearby ranges;
* Periryle huecoensis - the Hueco Rockdaisy is found only on

limestone cliffs near Hucco Tanks State Park;
* Raftnesquia neomexicana- the Plume Seed finds theeastcrn limits
of is range in El Paso County;
* Lithospermumparksii-arare species, Parks Groomwell is found

in a few limestone canyon bottoms in the Franklins;
* Ipomoea barbatisepala-Canyon Morning Glory is found on the

rocky slopes of the eastern Franklin Mountains and nowhere else in

Texas;
* Lotus humistratus - the only Texas occurrence is in granite

alluvium in easside arroyos ofthe Franklin Mountains;
* Philadelphus mearnsii- this beautiful Mockorange can only be

found in the mountain heights between the Franklins and the

Guadalupes;

* Agastache cana- Coyote or Bubblcgum Mint is a rare swcet-
smelling herb found at Hueco Tanks Sratc Park in El Paso;

single collection on the west side of the Franklin Mountains;
* Silene plankii-Plurk's Campion is found only in high igneous

clitfs in mountains between El Paso and Alburqucrque;
* Brickellia baccharidea - Resinlcaf Brickclbush's only known

occurrence in Texas is on the limestone outcrops in El Paso.

Now, if these reasons aren'tenough, how abutNolina microcarpa,
D asylirio n w heele ri, Agave neomexic ana, Arabis perennans,Teco ma

stans, Agastache micrantha, Mortonia scabrella, Eschscholtzia

mexicana, Quercus arizonica and the hundreds of othcr membcrs of
the magnificent flora of El Paso County that await those participat-

ing in the NPSOT/NPSNM Convention's Octobcr field trips to
Hueco Tanks State Parks and the Franklin Mountains Suate Park.

And thcn there is also the uip into the Nature Conscrvancy's

Dripping Springs Natural Area in the scenic Organ Mountains of
New Mexico.

N WaterWise
Landscapes, Inc.

Drought Tolerant Perennials, Herbs, and Natives

Design, Installation. and Maintenance

J. Hunter Ten Broeck Albuquerque, N.M' 87107
505-344-7508

I

!
I
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CHAPTER REPORTS
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Eleven members led by cave carl.ographers Chris and Jolie Lee and

their daughter Beth of Tularosa met at the Wortly Hotel in historic

Lincoln on Saturday, July 13. The group caravaned the seven miles

to Fort Stanton Cave. The caving rip took four hours and included

eating a sack lunch in one of the caverns. The lpes had presented a

slide program.on caving at group leadcrs Jim and Betty Claypools'

home in Bent in June. A potluck and barbecue preceeded the

program. The Lees have 16 years experience in caving and have

caved worldwide. As it happcned a group of gcologists were also

there to study the cave. In addition a group of birders were camped

atthecave identifying birds in the area. The hillsides surrounding the

area were verdant from a recent rain and over 50 flowering plants in

tull bloom were identified. A king snake was observed pursuing a

green Timber rattler. A- varied and dclightful experience was en-

joyed by the group.

By Bctty Claypool

Dr. Richard [.ee, Extension Weed Specialist at Ncw Mexico Sute

University, made a presentation at our June mecting about the nced

for noxious weed managcment in New Mexico. For discussion

purposcs he defines a weed as "any plant that interfcres with what

you want to do on your land." Some noxious wceds that have

overlakcn land in othcr Westcrn states are com ing into Ncw Mexico

by various means. The weeds are invasivc and will outcompete

nativcs, thus making the land unusable. There are no conuols as yct

for some of the noxious weeds.

Dr. Lee identificd some of ftc weeds that have become a

serious problcm in other areas and have been found in New Mexico.

Spottcd knapweed has infested Montana. Cunently, people will not

buy land in La Plata County in Souftcrn Colorado if spotted

knapweed is present. Purple loosestrife will outcompete cattails and

take over wetlands. Other noxious wecds that he identified as

making a prcscncc in New Mexico arc scotch thistle, camelthom,

canadian thistle, Dalmation toadfl ax, diffuse knapwecd, musk thistle,

leafy spurge, Russian knapweed, yellow starthistle and yellow

toadflax.
Members should note there is a correction on the calendar

for December. The annual potluck is on Decembcr 12,1996,at6:30.
This is an hour earlier than the usual time. Please bring a dish to

share. We will have dinner, elect officers, and George Duda with

Ncw Mexico State Foresty, Bcrnalillo District, will spcak on "For-

estlands and Fire: Past, Present, and Future."

Many thanks to Robert Dewitt Ivey for permission to

use the wonderful drawings from his book Flowering
Plants of New Mexico,in our Newsletter.
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At our meeting of June l2th, Dr. Rafael Corral, a botanist charged

with protection of rare and endangered species on the Ft. Bliss

military reservation, talked on the subjectof "Floraof the Chihuahuan

Borderlands." Dr. Conal showed a striking collection of slides

depicting the Samalayuca Dunes. This is an area of approximately

one hundred square miles which surts on the border of southern

New Mexico at Santa Tercrsa and extends down into northern

Chihuahua. Vegetation is sparse in this area, characterized by plants

with roots that grow quickly !o anchor in the sand.

On June l6th, Tim McKimmie led a group of 12 members on an

exploration of weeds in the City of [:s Cruces. They began at the

Fabian Chavez Park where native plants are cultivated by the

agronomy department of NMSU. Then trey walked along one of the

larger irrigation ditch laterals running through las Cruces where the

plants grow wild. Some call them weeds, but John Freyermuth

recorded a fine selection of native plants including Lippia, Salsify'

Plantago, White Morning Glory, White and Yellow Melilotus,

Texas Blue Weed (with yellow flowers), Yerba Mansa, Tum-

blewrcd, two kinds of Globe Mallow, Sonchus (with little yellow

flowers), Rice Grass,Cerex escailenta, Silverleaf NighBhadc, Liz'
ard Tail, Mexican Devilweed, Mexican Evening Primrose, Ama-

ranth, Chilcan Lovegrass, and Hog Potato.

Alice Anderson coordinatcd a Show and Tell meeting on July 1Oth.

Christine Ructzel and Lisa Mandclkern brought samples of many

native plants they have bcen cullival.ing in their gardcns' Terry

Peterson dcmonsuated his mcthod of propagating Firewheel plants

from secd. He also brought a numbcr of secdlings in individual pots

which werc given to any members intcrested in growing their own.

On July l4th, Lisa Mandelkern led a group of nine members on a

field trip to Three Rivers Canyon near the Three Rivers Pctroglyph

State Park. They drove some fifteen miles up the canyon and parked

on the south slope of Siena Blanca Mountain. It was an excellenl

area to seek out native plants, but after they had walked about ten

minutes they were caught in a cloudburst. By the timc they got back

to the cars they were soaked to the skin and that ended that adventure.

Everyone agreed it was such a beautiful spot that they would rctum

ncxt April bcfiore the rainy scason.

AGUA FRIA NURSERY, INC.
1409 Agua Fria

Santa Fe, New Mexico
87501

sos-983-4831

Specializlng ln natlve plants
and perennials
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Information and Registration Sheet
1996 Texas and New Mexico Native Plant Society

Joint Meeting and Symposium
October 17 -20,1996

El Paso, Texas
Joint1996StateMeetingsoftheNativePlantSocietiesofTexasandNewMexicoandaSymposiumonthe Floraofthe

Chihuahuan Desert and Its Many Ecosystems will be held in El Paso, Texas on Octobe r I7 -20, t-sse . tn addition to seminars by
invited experts, papers will be presented on all aspects of the flora and plant ecology of rhe Chihuahuan Desert. Informative
workshops, field trips, self-guided tours and exhibits, as well as special social events will also be provided for registrants.

The headquarters hotel for the meeting is the Holiday Inn Airport at Interstate l0 and Airport Blvd. in El paso. A block
of rooms has been set aside for attendees at the special rate of $Sl/night, single or double *.up-.y. These rates are valid
from Thurday, October l7 thtough Sunday, October 20. Please call thi hotet directty to make you" -oo, rcsenations:
telephone 1180018824411 weekdays, 9 am to 5 pm, or 91517784411, after hours To be assured of these quoted rates, be
zure to tell them that you are aftending the Native Plant Society meeting and make your hotel reservations by Septem ber 26,
1996. Reservations received after that date will be provided on a space available basis.

Send your registration form for the Symposium and weekend activities promptly to take advantage of early registration
rates and to ensure your participation in the workshop and field trip of your choice (some of which can accommodaie only a
limited number of participants). Depending on enrollment, transportation for some field trips may be by buses rather than
private vehicles to minimize our impact and a transportation fee, not to exceed $5, may be aisessei at the time of departure.

A full schedule of activities is planned from Friday through Sunday. Pre- and post- field trips are also planned. Regis-
tration will begin on Thursday evening at the Holiday Inn for those who want to get an early start on seeing El paso.

In order to minimize expenses, the Texas Society with its professional offrce staffhas graciously 
"gr.id 

to process all
registrations for the meeting including those from New Mexico and El Paso Society memberi.

Completetheregistrationformbclowandsendit,withyourpayment,to: IYPSO!P.O.Box8gl,Georgetown,fi
78627. Call the ITIPSOT ofrice at 512/8619685 if your have any questions or contact Wynn Anderson,303 Administration,
Univenity of Texas at Et Paso, El Paso, TX 79968 915t747-5113, for information on local arrangements

Schedule of Activities
Thursdav. October 17

Field Trips
(See Field Trip Desciptions)

Fridav. October 18
1 pm-3pm

(Choose one Workshop to Attend)

Workshop #1
"Drip lrrigation, Installation and Maintenance'

Leader: Rainbird Representative

Workshop #2
"Flower and Garden Photography''
Leaders: Scott Cuter & Hal Blake

Workshop #3
"Cactus Care & Propagation"

Leaders: Ed Searl & John Green

Workshop #4
"Cooking Wild - From Soup to Nuts"

Leader: Betty Claypool

Workshop #5
"Native Grasses in the Xeric Landscape'

Leader: Pat McNeal

2pm-5pm
Symposium Paper Sessions

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Reception

Book Sale, Autograph Party and Silent Auction
Cash Bar with Cocktail Snacks

tt ai-i ve p lin t-S oc i e tV R-e gEt-a ti o n F o r m ----'1
Nsre Check Affiliation:

Tdfrur:
NPSOT
NMNPS
El Paso NPSNanEbrRstges:

Rc $s(YeachifbeforEl0/l $
$55/eachifanerlo/l $-
$9CY@deifbetuelryl $_
(Fe irhdes Synpcfun, Fiday reoqbn, Sahrday
dirrrr, 1996 Prcceodnrgs, dnioeofuorkstrop.rd Hdtip)

RidayWodstrq: Sdectorr

_#l- Drblnigddt
_trz-Hntogtaphy
_f3-Ca.tus
_#4-Cmking
_#5-Grasses

Toqs Conrrsmrairrc TStrirt
$l2sryeadr
Irdicatesbe:

Ttusday Eeld Trips: SelecOrp

_ frU Trb#l - Mcl(tick Canym

_EeldTfi12-Hurrerhak
_ftldTfitr3-QpDrrs

$udayFrldT{r SebcOrp
HdTrip#l-HrmTanlcs

_ftldTrb f2 - hr*lh Ms. -UPfER

_FddTrip rB - Eanklin Ms. - LOTWER

_HdTtq./4'-DtTitgstrh5
_FbH Tfu #5 - El hm bnecapes

_FEb Trb #6 - Lrdb Ms. Researdr $tbn*
*lr{ay be takcn h &nbn o one {abve tps

_M L_)(L_)O(L

TOTALPAID

_TerupsttabqNeg|ed&rw@tEpsr'd EEHJ'ES _'q_ryg _ _ _ _ -.i



Sundav. October 20
Field Trips

(See Field Tip Desciptions)

Workshop Descriptions
#l - Drlp lrrl3ellon, Inrtellrtlon rnd lllelntenencc -L*d by a

Rain Bird Corp. representative, the workshop will focus on the design,
inslallation, operation and maintenance of drip irrigation systems, including
retrofitling the residential garden.

#2 - Flower rnd Grrden Photogrephy - Leaders Hal Blake, a
professional photographer and Scott Cutler, Museum Curator and Naturalist,
will review basic techniqucs, discuss lighting, composition and importance of
field notes, demonstrate different subject viewpoints with emphasis on
visual appeal end conveyencc of significant botanical characteristics.
Actual photo sessions in the UTEP Museum Desert Garden so brins carnera
and film.

#3 - Cectur Cerc end Prope3efion - Horticulturists John Green
and Ed Searl will ofrer cryert sdvicc on all aspecls of the growing of cactus,
both indoors and out, in thc UTEp Greenhouse. This includes piopagation
by cuttings or sced, discussion of soil mixes, insect control anO ottiri;clty
maintenance problems.

- H4 - Cooldng Wlld, From Soup io Nutc - An advcnturous group
from New Mcxico's Otcro Chaptcr, lcd by Bctty Claypool, will discuss
collection and preparation of wild plant foods in the A&M Extension
Center demonstration kitchcn. Recipcs will be offered and cooking
techniques revcaled so b,ring your favorites 1o share. The cnd results will be
"enjoycd' by all.

#5 - Nrtlvc Gresrct ln the Xcrlc Lendscepc - Texas expert pat
McNeal will share his knowlcdgc rnd cpcriencc in lhc sclection and
maintenance of native drought tolcrrnt grasscs in the landscapc sctting.

Number 5
Fridav. October 18 (continued)

7:30pm-9pm
Seminar - "Landscaping with Chihuahuan Native Plants'

Leaders: Judith Phillipe with Sally Wasowski and Judy Mielke

Self-Guided Site Visits Available
During the Day from 10 am - 4 pm

Taxas DOT Highway Landscaping Tour
A&M Extension Center Demonstration Gardan

UTEP Centennial Musaum Demonstration Garden
NMSU Demonstration Garden

Siena Vista Growers Demonstration Garden
Se/ecfad Home Gardens

Saturdav. October 19
7am-9am

Chapter Meetings
9 am - 11:15 am

Seminar - "Mountain lslands,/Desert Seas, An Overview of the
Chihuahuan Desert'

"Geography and Geology'- Dr. Robert Schmidt
"Plant Communities" - Dr. A.M. Powell

"Biotic History and Plants of El Paso" - Dr. Richard Worthington
"Horticultural Contributions" - Dr. Jimmy Tipton

l1:15 am -Noon
Poster Sessions, Book Sale & Silent Auction

Noon - 1 pm
Lunch On Your Own - Bufiet ln the Hotel Lobby

Silent Auction Ends
1pm-4pm

Symposium Paper Sessions
4pm-5pm

State Meetings
5:30pm-6pm

Board Buses for Dinner
6pm-7pm

Reception/ Viva El Paso Show at McKelligon Canyon
7pm-9pm

Dinner/Fireside Talk with Susan Twiet, Naturalist
9 pm - 9:15 pm

Board Buses to Return to Hotel
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ThundayField Trips

Guedelupe Mountelnr rnd the Gypsum Srnd Duneg - Meet at Pine
Spring Canyon Visitor Center, Guadalupe Nationel Perk in Culberson County,
Texas. Terry Tate end olhers will lead several field lrips to inclu&:

#l - McKlttrlck Cenyon - 8 am - noon; 5 mile hikc with modcratc
difliculty

#2 - Huntcr Peek - 8 am - 4 pm; 8.5 mile hike; strenuous
#3 - Gyp Duncs - 8 am - noon - (limit of 20)
Accommodations for Wednesday night arc available in El Paso (2 houn);

Van Horn (l hour); Carlsbad (l hour): White City (30 min.); A group campsite is
available at Pine Springs for lhose who want to camp. RV sites are also avaitable.

Sunday Field Tlips
All field trips will depart around 8 am and return at various times

fiom I pm to 5 pm. The Indio Mountains Research Slation Field Trip
moy be taken in addition to one of the field trips #;,45.

#l - Hueco Tenlr Stete Perk - A massive jumble of igneous boulders
rising out of the descrt 32 miles east of El Paso, this nationally noted prehistoric
pictograph site and world renowned rock climbing location is a sacred ceremonial
ground to native Americam and once served as a major watering stop for
travclers, from prc-Colombian Pueblo Indians to Butterfield Stage Linc
passengeni. Now it senes as a major botanical resourcc with over 350 species of
plants marking the mid-continent conlluence of eastem and western flora. Side
trips to typical desert short grass prairie and active sand dune habitafs inctuded if
time permits. Sponsored by UTEP.

#2 end #3 - Frrnklln Mountslnr Strtc Par\ Upper end Lower -
Two lrips planned. One. a moderate hiking trip into the upper canyons ofthe
mountains to visit hidden springs and take in speclacutar vistas of 2 countries and
3 stales separated by fhe historic Rio Grande River Valley. The other, a less
slrenuous drive and stop tour of lhe lower flanks of the Franklins. Both offer
observation of a wide and complex representation of Chihuahuan Desert flora.
Choose either the UPPER or LOWER trip. Sponsored by the El Paso Native
Plant Society.

#4 - Dripplng Sprlngs Netural Arer - A slellar 1989 Nature Conser-
vancy acquisition nestled in the majestic Organ Mountains, 45 miles north of El
Paso and jusl east of Las Cruces, New Mexico, this BLM managed area contains
several rare plants, including at least 4 endemic species, in a desert oasis amid
spectacular scenery. Sponsored by the New Mexico Native plant Society.

#5 - El Psso Lendscapes - A drive and stop tour of several native plant
landscapes and demonstration gardens in the city of El paso.

#6 - Indio Mountrlns Reseerch Strtlon - A rare opportunity to visit
the University's unique Chihuahuan Desert research and instructional center. 20
miles south of Van Hom, Texas, with UTEP faculty and students as guides. The
38,000 acres of classic desert scrubland is located in a northwestern extension of
Big Bend flora up the Rio Grande fuver corridor. A lhree hour drive from El
Paso' high clearance vehicles are suggested to make the las 20 miles of dirt road
morc comfortable and less anxious. Ovemight at the Station (primitive
camping) or return to Van Horn (make motel reservations).

Friday Seminar
Lendsceplng wlth Chihuahuen Nellve phnts --A very spccial

presentation by three of the southwest's leading native plant author/designers:
Judith Phillips of Veguita, NM, grower, desigrrer and author of the 1995 soulh-
westem gardening due: Nawal by Design nd plant for Natural Gailens, Sally
Wasowski, late of Dallas and now from Taos, NM, widely published writer,
designcr and gardening consultant whose latest book with husband, Andy, is
Native Gardett for Dry Climatcs, and Judy Mielke, landscape desigrer and
instructor of Scotlsdale, AZ, whose 1993 pubtication of Nativc plants for
Soulhwcstern Landtcapa continues to bc a practical maintstay for desert
gardeners. They will discuss rhe design and use of nativc chihuahuan plants in
landscape settings.

Saturday Seminar
Mountrin Ishnds end Desert Sers. An Overvlew of thc

chlhuehurn Desert - Invited presentations by four outstanding University
scholars and teachers to introduce the Symposium topic. UTEp,s [h. Robert
Schmidt, thc lcading gcographcr of thc rcgion, will discus climate, gcography
and gcological landforms of the Chihuahuan Descrt; Dr. A.M. powell,
chairman of Biology at sul Ross state university and author of thc defuritc
books Tracr aad shruhs of rrans-Pccot Tqos tnd Grassa ol rhc Trans-pecot
and Adjaccnt Arcos,. will address the Descrl's plant communities; area plant
expert, Dr. Richard Worthington, with thc DepErtment of Biological Sciences
al UTEP, will present the flora of El Paso County; and Dr. Jimmy Tipton,
horticulturist with the Dcpt. of Plant Scicnces st the univcrsity of Aiizonr
will review horticultural contributions to the landscapc tradc from the rcgion.



The hcight of the shrub varies. I have
not noticed it being taller than six fect
anywhere in the Panhandle. It is ap
proximately six feet along White Deer
Creck. I usually find the shrub to be

around five feet. Wilh the longergrow-
ing season in eastcrn and southem
areas, it might be taller.

The landscape uses of Amphora

fr utico sa show is vcrsatility. Theskub
is largc enough and sufliciently ap-
pealing to be planted as a single shrub
in the central portion of a front lawn,
back lawn or meadow. It might bc

used in place of a wide hcdge for a

screen lhat is loose and airy. It also
could be valuable for erosion control
in areas that catch some run off water
or tcmporarily stand in shallow watcr.
I have had good luck both planting it
from sccd and buying it in containcrs
from nurseries. Robert A Vmcs in
Tre es, S hr ub s, and W oody V ine s of t he

Southwest states,"Germination is hastencd by stratification in moist

sand for 20 days at 86 dcgrces F." He mcntions, "The cleaned

commercial seed has a purity of97 pcrcent and a soundness of 73

perccnt." Vines tells us, "The gcnus name, Amorpha, means

"without form" and refcrs to thc solitary pctal instcad of the normal

five. The spccies namefrulicosc, is lor thc shrubby charactcr of the

plant." In addition to tlre beauty of the shrub and its bloom, the fact

that it is rarely attacked by insccts or discase makes it evcn more

appealing.

False Indigo
by Don Bozeman

reprinted from the Native Plant Society of Texas News, 14(3):5,
Mayflune, 1996

Although False Indigo or Indigobush (Amorphafruticosa) is often
found bordering stream banks, I am surprised to find that it requires

aslittlesupplemental wateringas itdoes. Thesoil where I live,a very
short distance from the rim of Timbcrcreek Canyon, is quite sandy

with eithera layerof calicheorlimestone below. Watering the shrub

once or twice a week during a drought keeps it looking nice. If the

drought occurs in the high heat of midsummer, it may need to be

watered two or three times in a week to tcn days. Of course, this

advice refers to the Panhandle with cool summcr nights. With the

warmer nights of southcrn areas it may require more frequent

watering in times of severe drought.

False Indigo, a deciduous shrub, is an interesting landscape subjcct.
According toHatch,Gandhi, and Brown in C hecklist of theVascular
Plants of Texar, lhe shrub is found in all ten vegetational areas of
Texas. Therefore, growing it in most arcas of Texas should not be a

problem. I find the loose form of False Indigo attractive both in

winterwhen thebranchesarebareand in summer when it looks open

and airy with leaves fluttering in the brecze. Its leavcs resemble a

locust Fee probably prompting another common name, River Lo-
cust. They turn beautifully golden in autumn; in late spring to early

summcr the skub is clothered in rich purple and orange. The flower
spikcs are up to six inches long and are purple with orange antters.
To fully appreciate the beauty of the bloom, close scrutiny is
required. Only thcn can we truly appraise thc striking quality of deep

purple in contrast to the orange anthers.
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