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January meeting Davld Sabo of Albuquerque, and former graduate student ln the

Department of Biology at IINM, will share his research of the seed dormancles

an<l gemtnation requlrenents of some native New Mexico plants. The meeting

w111 be Wednesday,.January 17th, ln Lab 119 of the Laboratory Bulldlng, St.

Johnrs Coll-ege, Santa Fe, 7:30 p.ro. Donft niss it.

Thank yous Bob and Phllip Pennlngton for an lnformatlve presentation at our

December meetlng. We learned fron your first-hand experlence propogating and

landscaping wl-th northern New Mexlco specles.

RARE II proposals released Angry envlronmentallsts 1ed by the Sierra Club are

already attaeking the Department of Agriculturers declslon to open up 36.2

mllllon acres of natlonal forests to logglng and other non-wilderness uses.

Only 15.1 nilllon acres of the 62 nilLton acres ln questlon w111 be preserved

as wllderness, doubllng the total wllderness area ln national forests to more

than 30 rnillion acres. The remalnlng 10.8 mllllon acres has been designated

for future study, to be declded upon by 1985.

The proposals would extend wilderness protectlon from lts typical domain

in the West to small areas ln Loulslana, West Vlrglnla and Tennessee. But

w'ilderness spokesmen dontt believe enough has been done, sitlng these examples:

'r - An earller Forest ServLce study concluded the 2001000-acre
Cougar Lakes region near Mt. Ralnler in l,lashlngton should be
wilderness, but RARE II reconrmended preservlng only about. 20r000
acres of the reglon.

- Only about half of the 50,000-acre Bu11-of-the-I.loods region
near Salem, Oregon, vras proposed as wllderness. There, envlron-
mentallsts said, a typical Forest Service tactic was used:
reconrmending the t'rocks and lce" ln the hlgher elevatlons for
protectlon, while openlng lower areas to logglng.

- In Colorado, publlc corment r{as sttongly In favor of preservlng
70 selected areas, but most of them are planned for multiple uses.

- Of 20 grassland areas, only three, lncludlng l{lllow Creek near
Fort Collins, Colorado, Lrere proposed for wllderness. One renains
under study. tl



In New Mexlco 124,000 acres of roadlegs areaa ln the Santa Fe and Cargon

Natlonal Forests are proposed as wilderness. But a great,er nuober of acres,

235rO40 ln both forests, w111 be made aval.lable to cormerclal Lnterests such

as logglng, nlnlng, grazlng and develop'Dent of recreatlonal areas. In the

Santa Fe National Forest, most of the proposed new wll-derness areaa are

located in the Pecos l.lllderness and Dome Contlngency Band, wLth snall areas

near the Chana Wllderness and San Pedro Parks Wllderness and near Tesuque and

Peralta. In the Carson National Forest, areas proposed for wllderness are

located ln the Columblne Hondo area, Wheeler Park Wllderness, Comales Canyon,

Cruces Basin, Bull Canyon, Canljllon Mountaln and Slerra Negra. Another 98r330

roadless acres in both forests are still ln llnbo, set aslde for further study.

Throughout the state, the new total wllderness areas lnclude 5001000 acres.

From "TLre Ne(r Mexlcan" 1-4-79 and L-5-79

GrowLng natlves from seed by Mlssy Deardorff

Everyone ls fanillar with the concept that plants are adapred to their

environment, but dld you know that seeds thenselves have adaptations? Often

a perlod of dornancy occurs before a seed can geruinate. Seed dormancy ls

a state of physlological lnactlvity or "rest" ln whlch growth ls temporarlly
\

suspended. Chemlcal, mechanlcal and blologlcal "triggers" break dormancy

and allow growth to occur. The triggers which break dornancy are respondlng

to envlronnental cues, and plant specles ehow great. varlatlon Ln the environ-

mental condLtlons which wlll break.dormancy. There ls also great varlatlon

tn the duratLon of the dornant perLod. The tLne l-ag between maturation and

gernlnatlon provlded by dormancy allows a seedllng to begln growth at an

appropriate time and place.

Sone plant species have seeds, for orample, borne ln fJ-eshy frults

(e.g. berrLes) whlch are eaten by blrds. It has been shown that the seeds
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of these plants are often unable to t.oblbe rraler and ger:mlnate lmtll they pass

through the gut of a blrd where the grlndlng of the seedcoat in the birdrs

gizzatd and etching of it rdtth hydrochloric acld rnakes the seedcoat porous

enough for water to enter and germlnatlon to begln.

Desert annual plants fall lnto three general categorles: wlnter annuals,

sumer annuals, and an lntermediate group. A11 three groups need some ralnfall

for gemlnation, but it ls actually temperature whlch controls gernination of

the seed. Surmer annuals will ge::urlnate at 26 to 30 degrees C. while winter

annuals are domant at, those higher temperatures and germinate at a low 10

degrees C.

In nature all these varying requirements and dormant periods have evolved

for one reason - to insure surrival of the seedling. Growers can simulate

these events by seedcoat scarlfication with a fi-le, acld baths, storage of

the seed in a refrigerator and other trlcks which David Sabo nay share with

us on January 17th. (See meeting annotrncement.)

Membership Join the Native Pl-ant Society of New Mexlco by writing Carol Dlmeff,

Rt. 4, Puesta del So1, Santa Fe, New Morico 87501. Dues are $6.00 per person

or $8 for fanily memberships, a tax-deductlble contribution to a non-profit

organization (if you lternize). Membershlp entitles you to receive our mont,hly

newsletters and to learn about our meetings, fiel-d trips and plant sales.

One third of your dues is forwarded to the chapter you want to be affiliated

with.

Booklets Our revlsed publlcatlon, "Natlve Plants for Landscaplng in Northern

New Mexlcorr, includlng the 8-page supplement, is 75C plus 40C postage per copy.

The southern verslon, ttNative Plants for Landscaplng ln Southern New Mexicorl

ls also avallable at the same price by wrltlng to the editors at Rt. 4, Puesta

del- So1, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501.
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Classified Ads

BEAR I/IOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH

Guided wildflower tours.

Myra I/tcCormick
Silver City, ii.rri. 88061
Phone t (505) fiB-2538

AGUA FRIA NURSERY
Specializing in perennials
and native plants.

PhiIip and Bob
1409 Aqua Fria

Pennington

Santa Fe, New l/iexico
Phone t (505) 983-4BjL
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ln thc Old RalhnY Yrrd
sanrr Fc. N.M.87501 9t&9717
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Chamisa, Sambel- Oak,
Fernbush, Apache
Plume, severalUen-
stemon species $ow
avai labIe.
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