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Southeast Chapter has no set meeting time. For information,
call Nina Eppley at 622-7180.

Glenn Niner Chapter will be meeting with the Albuquerque Chap-
ter. Make your plans to help at this year's Garden Center Sa1e.

Albuquerque Chapter meeLs(1st Wednesdays): Steve Brack of Mesa
Gardens, Belen, will present a program on starting cacti and
succulents from seed. The Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain RD, NI.l
7:30 pm.

Las Cruces Field Trip to Soledad Canyon.
Parking Lot at 10 am.

Las Cruces Chapter meets(2nd Wednesdays):
present a program on the New Mexico State
NMSU Ag Building, Room 156, 7:30 pm.

Santa Fe Chapter meets(3rd Wednesdays): Walton Hawk, NPS member,
from San Cristobal will present a program on Conifers. St. Johnrs
College, Lab Building, Room 118. 7:30 pm.

Otero-Lincoln Chapter meets(last Sunda ys): A Slide program on
the flora of Dog Canyon furnished by the NPS will be presented.
Cal1 Jean Dodd for the location and ti-me. 434-304I.

Albuquerque Chapter meeEs: Lisa Johnston from the Los Lunas Plant
Materials Center will present a program on the propagation of
native plants from cuttings. The Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Moun-
tain Rd. NW, 7:30 pm.

Las Cruces and Otero-Lincoln Joint Fieldtrip to Dog Canyon, Oliver
Lee State Park. Las Cruces members: Meet at Brannegan Library at
12:30 pm. Otero-Lincoln members: Meet at the Oliver Lee State Park
Visitors Center at 2:00 pm.

Las Cruces Chapter meets: Mr. Richardson will present a program on
the plants of Puerto Rico. NMSU Ag Building, Room 156, 7:30 pm.

PLANT SALE! Albuquerque Garden Centerrs Annual Plant Sale. 8am-3pm.
This annual event is again being held at the Garden Center, 10120
Lomas Blvd. NE. Here's a great chance to buy everything from Achillea
to Zinnia. Stop by and see us at the Native Plant Society booth.

Santa Fe Chapter meets: Don Lowrie will present a program on Winter
plants and winter forms. St. John's College, Lab Building, Room l18.
7:30 pm.

Meet at Pan Am Center

Elizabeth King will
University Museum.

April 20



CHAPTER NOTES

Albuquerque Chapter

Judith Pirillips was the slteaker at the
.Ianuary meeting. She presented a Pro-
gran on techniques of starting native
plants from seed. Propagation data for
some of the more frequently used naLive
plirnts w:rs provided. In February, John
Egbert, State Director of the Nature
Conservancy spgks on the Conservancy's
projects and activities, both from a

national overview and more specifically
in New llexico. Upcoming plans include
a weekend trip to the Bear Mountain
Guest Ranch in Silver City, rhe first
weekend in April. Preparations have
begun for the plant sale sPonsored by
the Albuquerque Garden Center on April
16tlr. Contact Ted Hodoba at 242-3053
or Jim t,ube at 292-4L03 to help \'/ith
this proj ect .

TT

Santa Ire Chapter

Our J:rnuary meeting was an informal dis-
cussion and sharing between members.
The wonderful. winter weather prevented
many of our members from coming. In
February, Roger Peterson presented a

prograrn on Research Natural Areas and
on some of his work witir tirem. For 1983
Roger Peterson and Iris David will serve
on the program cbmmj-ttee. Other volun-
teers are always appreciated.

-T n

NEI' PUtsLICATIONS

New Nlexico State University has a new
publication out. Itts cal1ed "Germi-
nation and Trarrsplanting of Baileya
multiz'adiata" by D.J. Cotter, L. Fink-
ner & D. Sullivan. You can request a
copy from your County Extension 0ffice
or write to Bull-etin Room, Dept. of Ag
lnformation, Box 3Al , NI'ISU, Las Cruces,
NIl 88003. Ask for Agricultural Experi-
ment Station Research Report tt4B9.

F'IELD TRIP REPORTS:
DIRECTIONS TO AUTHORS

Now that we are ready to start the seasonts
field trips, remember to share your ex-
citing flower finds with the general NPS

membership. The Field Trip Report is your
chance to take all of us who cantt come

along to that deseit grassland, canyon or
alpine summit that you're visiting. Let
the sun shine on us (or the clouds rain
on us) with your creative and informative
written picture of your favorj-te boEani-
cal journeys. Here are a few pointers Eo

make your (and our) task a little easier.

no species lists, please. At least' not
in your Field Trip Report. Send that
along, too and we'll keep them on file
to compare from Year to Year-

be selective. Choose the most interes-
ting or spectacular species or features
to write about. Let us knor^r why the
plants you mention are special. Was i-t
their particular rarity or beauty? Did
they form a unique community? Did you
observe any pollinator activity? Was

the species out of range, or not in the
habitat where you exPected it? Was it
blooming ear1y, or late? Do You know a
story about the significance of the
plant t s name? Here is a chance to learn
a lictle more about the plant in question
and share what you have learned with the
rest of us

use common and scientific ngmes. The NPS

membership varies from the most profes-
sional botanists to people who just plain
like flowers. trrle value all of our members,
and want to share with them all. We may

do this by using the most accurate scien-
tific name, and also the more descriptive
and colorful common name.

W€ trust that we have inspired many of you!
Letrs start to really share our field trip
experiences.

-the Ed

(taken from the Bulletin of the Native
Plant Society of Oregon, Sept. 1982.)

-L. J.



THINKING NATURALLY

The Los Lunas l'}lant Materials Center was
the site of a Clrapter-boosters meetlng,
Febraruy Ilth. The Meeting was called in
response to several members requests for
a brainstorming session to lncrease the
r:rnge and focus of local NPS-NM chapter
acti-vities.

Suggestions for increasing public inte-
rest in NPS chapter .rctivities included:

I. Scheduling speakers, field trips and
other activities 6 to 12 months in ad-
vance - consistancv is its own r:eward.

2. Publicizing activities in local media
"events calendar" and keeping public fig-
ures like cou,nty extension agents and
local garden experts informed of activi-
ties.

3. Notifying groups with similar inter-
ests of chapter evenLs - many groups
wiIL reciprocaEe.

4. Circulate a sign-up sheet at meeti-ngs
and notify people of coming events by
phone or mai1.(Alb. notifies everyone who
has attended any of the last 3 meetings.)

5. Encorrrage general participation in
special projects such as gardening clinics,
show & tell meetings, plant sales, etc.

Tentative plans were made for two state-
wide meetings; a mid-May meeting at Ber-
nardo Beach Native Plant Farm, VeguiEa,
to focus on the election of state officers
in a growing-native atmosphere, and a
naEive plant celcbraticn in September in
Capitan, NM. This annual meeting cum
fiesta will be Sept. 24-25 at Smokey the
Bear State Park. With October '82 aE
Magdalena as a prototype, the Capitan
celebration will be two days of walking,
talking, eating and sleeping native. If
you missed tl-re Magdalena meeting, mark
the last weekend in SepEember on your
calendar now. Anyone interested in hel-
ping coordinate this affair: arranging
for guest speakers & fieldtrip guides,
propagation & landscape workshops, assis-
ting with local arrangements, and pul-
ling together the loose ends, please con-
Cact the editors.
No experience necessaryrjust Enthusiasm!

I.IORNOS AND WHOOPERS

This overnight field rrlp(Saturday and
Sunday March I9-2O) will be led by Dan
Scurlock,anthrologist, hisLorian, and
naturalist. He will take you on a
guided tour of the Rlo Abajo, from
fsleta Pueblo to the Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge. Besides sam-
pling Indian bread and watching for
whooping cranes, there will be stops
along the way with various speakers.
Topics wili include pueblo and Hispano
architecture, Flora and fauna, Medi-
cinal plants, and Hlstoric Agriculture.
Cost per adult is $16. Registration
must be in by March 11. For more infor-
mation, contact Dan Scurlock at 242-1635
(afternoons or evenings) or write p.O.
Box 40364, Albuquerque, NM 87196.

_D. S

-F. S.

Contributors to this issue are:

E.M. Ellie Mirchelt
I.D. Iris David
F.S. Frances Szeman
L.J. Lisa Johnscon
J.E. John Egbert
J.L. Jirn Lube
D.S. Dan Scurlock
J.P. Judith phillips

ALBUQUERQUE GOES TO SILVER CITY

Want a fun-filled weekend in the Gilas?
The Albuquerque Chapter is organi zing a
trip to the Bear Mountai,n Guest Ranch
in Silver CiEy, for the weekend of April
8th-lOEh. Myra McCormick, owner and NpS
member has given us a great price _ 522per night, including Inlyrats home cooked
meals. To be part of this weekend, orfor more details, contact Jim Lube, l2OB
Monte Largo Court NE, Albuquerque NM
87I23. All reservaEions must be accom-
panied by a 922 deposit.

-l p



AN INTERVIEW WITH ELLIE MITCHELL,

Q: lVhat criteria do you use in selectilg
natives for lardscape use?

A: I begin the design process by analy-
zing the physical properties of a site-
its soils, orientation to the sun, pr€-
vailing winds, exlsting plants, good
and bad views, etc. I then consider
what might be called the nonphysical
aspecEs of the design situation. Tl.rese
include how and when the landscape will
be used, the clientst budget, and any
preferences or priorities they might
identify. At first it would appear that
the physical properties are the basic
"givens"i buf when you think about i-t,
most of them can be modified: Amendments
can be added to change the structure
of the soil, and windbreaks can be
planted to alter a focal point and at
the same time provide a favorable micro-
climate for a special pensCemon. Tire
nonphysical aspects, on the other hand,
are much less open to modification.
Many of my clients indicate a prefer-
ence for 1ow maintenance designs, and
thatfs a "given" I wouldntt presume or
want to change. I thus try to select
plants that will meet the needs of the
people for whom the landscape is being
designed.

Q: Do you propose tle use of natives to
your clients or vice versa?

^ -tA: I've speciaLized in native planEs for
several- years, so most of the people who
seek my help do so because theytre inte-
rested in natives too. I might add, how-
ever, that therets considerable confu-
sion about whaE a native plant is. ttle
all understand itts a plant thatts in-
digenous to an area or region, but

area, which supports a Grasslands Plant
Community. The vegetation r.rhich natu-
rally covers our mesas consists primar-
ily of grasses. One usually finds shrubs
such as fourwing saltbush, chamisa and
Apache plume where moisture is available
along drainageways or north and east of
landforms. These are Albuquerquets na-
tive plants. But, for landscaping pur-
poses, we often borrow trees, shrubs,
and groundcovers from the plant communi-

there's misunderstanding about what con- .*ri€*}
stirutes a region. Irlost of my clienrs "i?)Y:=are frorn the Albuquerque metropolitan .<.:S

NATIVE PLANT LANDSCAPE DESIGNER.

ties found at higher elevations. Itve
discovered that most plants from the
Pinyon-Juniper and many from the Pine-
Oak communitj-es can be grown in the
Metropolitan area, but more moisture
musE be made available to them.

Q: Do you fird a distinct correlation
between native plants ard certairr lard-
scape styles?

A: I think landscape sEyles are deter-
mined by the ways in which materials,
including plants, are arranged rather
than by the materials themselves.
Straight lines, sharply defj-ned areas,
and symmetry characterizes a formal de-
sign. Curved lines, flowing spaces, and
asymmetry contribute to an informal look.
The same native plants can be used in
either type of style. A row of evenly
spaced silver buffalo berry makes an ele-
gant formal hedge. The same plants clus-
tered in groves look as if they simply
happened. Wildflowers of related hues
planted between brick borders may en-
hance a formal design; but the same
flowers strewn in a meadow or scattered
beneath a grove of trees appear sponta-
neous and perfectly natural in an infor-
ma1 scheme. Other factors - the archi-
tecture of the house or business estab-
lishment, adjacent landscapes, and the
size and shape of the site - may influ-
ence the formaliry of a design. Usually
I think itrs a matter of personal pre-
ference, arrd natives can be used what-
ever the choice 

\

Si ze

8 f t.
5 f t.
5 ft.

5 gal.
5 gal.
5 gal.
I gal.
1 gal.
I gal.
1 gal.
I gal.

I gal.
1 gal.
I gal.
I gal.

Plan

Pinyon Pine - Pinus e
Pinyon Pine - Pinus e
Pinyon Pine - Pinus e
Oesert Willow - Chilo
Curl I eaf Mountain Mah
Tam Juniper - Juniper
Cliffrose - Cowania m

8ig Sage - Artemisia
Chami sa - Chrysothamn
Garden Sage - Salvia
Prostrate Juniper -.lr

I Emeral d Spreader I

Si I vermound - Ar Iemi s
Fringed Sage - Arternir
Engl i sh Ivy - Hedera I

Honeysuckle - Loniceri



: Materi al

lulis
Jul i s
Jul i s
rsis I inearis
)g3ny - Cercocarpus I edi fol i us
,rs sabina rTamariscifoliar P

:x i cana
:ri dentata
ls nauseosus
lregi i
rni perus hor i zonta I i s

a schmidtiana rSi lvermoundt
;i a fri gada
rel ix
r japonica ttlallianar

Pl anti ng Schedul e

Q: What a.re sdrle of your favorite plant
cqnbinations ard whv?

A: Two combinations stand out in my mind
because I tve used them successfully in
several di,fferent design situations. The
first combines pinyon, juniper, three-
leaf sumac, and two forms of Oregon grape
(Mahonia aquifoliun and M. nepens). A11
of these plants are borrowed from higher
elevations. They thus require supple-
mental watering and prefer north or east
orientations. I think they deserve the
extra care because they offer something
special throughout the year. In the
spring, the new foliage on the sumac and
grapes is a light, bright green tinged
with red. Deep green throughout the
Summer, the Sumaq turns crimson in the
fall and then drops ats leaves to re-
veal an interesting r^rinter silhouette.
The grapes, which are also deep green
in the summer, turn plum in the wi-nter
in contrast to the pinyon and juniper.

My second favori-te combinati-on mixes
desert willow, mountain mahogany, cha-
misa, juniper and fringed sage. A11
of these plants can take the sun and
are exceptionally heat and drought
tolerant. The dark green of t.he maho-
gany and juniper contrasts with the
silver gray of the other plants and to-
gether they provide the perfect back-
ground for bouquets of wildflowers or
vibrantly colored bedding plants. I
do not, by the way, hesitate to combine
natives and naturaLized plants with exo-
tics that have the same maintenance re-
quirements. If they enhance the effect
and can, literally, Lake the heaE, I
welcome exotics in any landscape design.

Q: Do you outline maintenance require-
nrents for native lardscapes, ard; if so,
give an example.

A: I offer my clients general mainten-
ance instructions and provide them with
a specific watering schedule(see below).
While we all know that orrce theyrre
established, natives can survive wiLh
relatively 1ittle attention, I tell my
clients that their plants will look bet-
ter with.a minimum of routine mainten-
ance. I recommend the use of a balanced
slow-release fertiLizer in the spring
and light pruning in the spring or sum-
mer. I also remind them to irrigate
deeply when they water. Since the need
to v/ater is dependent upon a number of
factors, a schedule is only an approxi-
mation. I also try to identify one
species i-n each planting area that can
serve as a living tensiometer. The
leaves of an ox-eye daisy, for example,
will turn limp and lusterless if it
needs water. I^/hen that happens, itrs
probably time to irri-gate everything.

Further quesEions or conrments may be
sent to E1lie at: Mitchell Environ-
mental Planning and Design, INC.,
1304 Los Arboles NW, Albuquerque, NM
87L07.

-E.M.

Wateri ng Schedul e

Every 7-10 days
Every 7-10 days
Every 7-10 days
Every 7-10 days
Every 7-10 days

Every l0-14 days
Every l0-14 days
Every l0-14 days
Every 7-10 days

Every 7 days

Every l0-14 days
Every 7 days

Every /-10 days
Every 7-10 days
Every 7-10 days

Plant 12

I ant q-5
Plant 3

Pl ant 3
Plant 2

P I ant 3-4
Plant I
Pl ant I

Plant l8
Pl ant 2-3

See Pl an
See Plan
See Plan
ft. o.c.
See Plan
ft. o. co
ft. o.c.
See Plan
ft. o.co
ft. o.c.

ft. o. c.
ft. o.Go
ft. o. c.
in. o.co
f t. o. c.



DIiSIiRT SliliUIlli sLilr I;()tt l,lxt,t,tNs I vti t)tis,t't c I t)tis

ScraggLy,, dcscrt slrrubs tlrirL nrake tlteir owr-r
n;rtur:rl pesticicles nuty ol-[er :rlternatives
Lo produc Ls n()w nr:rdc Fronr cxl)Lrns ive petro-
leum, says ir Univcrsity ot'UaIi[orni:-r bio-
Log ist .

"\rle cltl lr;rve ;rt) rll te r uaL ive to l)ctt-()lcunl-
brtserl r:hctnriculs, trrrcl wc lr;rvc it in natur;rI
s()rlrces." silys lilro,v liocl rigrrcz of ijC, lr-
vitrc. "Antl rlt:sert pl;111 ts;rrc n()t r:lrc;
tlrey gr:ow l i kc weeds. "

"'l'he bri tt l.cl;trslr is a good exanrltle. I t is
very conunon in Soutlrern California, and it
procluces u wlro lc repcrtoire of clef cnsive
chc.micirLsr" lre sllys. Like most n:ttrrral
pestic-icles, Llrc sltrubst clcfenses donIt di-
rct'tly kii l. insecLs, at lcast not ir.r ct.rn-
cenLriltions Iouncl in rriiture. 'l'ltc briLLle-
buslr makes sever.rl t:lrcnicals clirssified as
turpcntrids, whiclr reltel lrungry J)ests.

'l'he brittlebush also makes clremicals called
[)rec()cenes tlraL 1>roduce mclre dramatic ef-
Iects by conf uslng tltc [>ugs' deveLol;nrent.
"'l'he rrdrrlt(insccf ) rvill be, sterile and s()me-
tintcrs Ihey arcr rlefornrcci," lre sarirl.

Asidc frorn pesticides, some desert pl:rnts
nla). be farmed for use trs substitutes for
oLlrer kinds of petroleum products as oil
supplies dwindle. I'wo popular possibili-
ties, he said , are guayule, wl.ric'h produces
a type of rubber, and jojoba, which con-
tains a lubricant similar to wl-ra-Le oil.
Both plants grow well in the desert but
don't lr.rve the natural insecticides of f he
brittlebush. lte cautioned, though, that
.j ust because a clremical is f ound in nature
doesntt mean itts not dangerous.

I.'rom: iVgg4s_ _t-f_,: e_s_q-

.January 198I
_|"_r f_,

issue, p. L2rI4

\'$ft1u*--ro'
lJarrt to srv;rp rvi,LdIlorvcr sccd fr:rtm'['aos
Iiio (lrar-rtl c gorgc:trc:r for otltcr varic-
ties? I lrave irbrlut lr dozen kinds, in-
clrrding ltecrplant, altaclre plurne, sun-
f lowe r, globc milll()w, sltowy gi,[ia (blue) ,
Loasa, lrncl m()rc. Plcitsct write i[= you
Iravc secds to trade.

l'lar,v Frago Lir
Crrrson, NI'{ 875I7 6

St.r:t,rllt.t.ol ll.rccil.rlus
llu'tlnri.,; g/rrlirrrr.rrl Itrrr slr

Errony Rrccrrenrs
Baccharis enroni Crav



BACCITARIS NICHES IN THE LOWER GILA VALLEY

Four Bacr:huris species inhabit the lorver
Gila Valley in New Mexico. 'lwo of the
plants, B. glutt-nosa and B. emortti,
are restricEed ro stream course edges
while B. pter.onioides ancl B. sarothz,oides
preter drier sites.

The mesic pair are signlficant nurse
plants followlng floods for the domi-
nant broadleaf deciduous trees that
emerge on stream benches. B. gluti-
nosa is the dominant shrub and masses
in open areas, whereas B. emoryi gene-
rally grows as an understory or wood-
land edge species. The more abundant
B. gLutinosa quickly stabilizes banks
and forms thickets for Gambelts quail,
Yellow breasted chats, Abertts towhee,
and wintering seed-eating passerines.
Migrant warblers such as Wilsonts and
MacGillivrays frequent these multi-
stemmed plants, too. The tiny achenes
do not appear to be relished, except
perhaps by lesser goldfinches. Juncos
do frequent these thickets in winter
and may utilize littered seeds.

One way of differentiating these two
seepwillows is by rubbing onets hands
over the leaves. The simpler leaved B.
gLutinosa as opposed to the tri-toothed
B. emoryi leaves are resinous and vanllla
carmel-like in smell. They have a hint
of pearly everlasting or camomile. An
eyewash was made by native Americans from
these leaves.

B. pteronioides and B. sarotlmoides are
rocalized, espec ia-L1y in dry areas.
B. sarothroides. prefers roadsides, sal--
ine sorls, and occasionally slopes, and
is close to the northern limit of its
range. Ir is a handsome, full shrub to
seven feet wj-th excellent landscape po-
tential. Seed can be gathered in early
November. B, pteronioides, aLias yerba
de pasmo, is the smallest and most re-
duced overall of the four species. As
expecEed, it tolerates drought lhe besc
and is normally restricted to rocky
areas in full sun. It was traditionally
used for treating chills. I have obser-
ved no wildlife use of these scattered
plants. A11 of the seepwlllows are soft

used for treating chills. I have obser-
ved no wildlife use of these scattered
plants. A1l of the seepwillow are soft
wood similar ro elderberry. B. emoryi
and B. glutinosa purportedly grow easily
from cuttings. I neither experimented
with these nore the more xeric pair, but
I am gi-ving L982 B. sarothroides seed ro
the Bernardo Beach Native Plant Farm.

References: Vines, Robert
Shrubs and Vines of the

I^loody Trees,
Southwest.

Brroorr Bec<;rrrnrs
Bacclnri"s surotlrroful cs

YEnsa-Dg-p,{slro Beccttrnrs
Bucclnri"s ltteroniofulcs (DC.) Cray

(irlr
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